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FOREWORD

1 have preat pleasure inintroducing to the public this valuable
critical edition of ‘Sri Yatirajavijaya' (Vedantavilasa) a philo-
sophical alleporical play written by the welknown Vidvatkawi
Vatsya Varadacharya (Ghatikasatam Ammal' of Kancheepuram.
An elaborate Introduction, Notes and Appendices ete.. are the
notable features of the edition added by our learned Vidvan Sm
T. K. V. N. Sudarsanacharya Siromani who was the Editor in
charge of Standard Religious Texts, and it is published as the 7th
in series of Sri Vaishnava Granthamala under the auspices of the
Sri Venkatesvara Oriental Institute, Tirupati.

The Edityr a versatile schalar broupht out this very attrac-
tive and valuable editi-n pooling, up all the available informat on
about the text from every accessable source. In his Sanskrit
introduction he discussed all the fundamental principles of this
drama in its various aspects and tried to present a clear and com-
parative picture of differeat schysls of relipious and philysophical
theught as revealed by Preat and revered Acharyas. He finally
established the Visishtadvaita theory of ' Vishnuparamya ' aimed
at by the authorof the play. The ripe arpuments of Sri Sudarsana-
charya in determining ' Vedamauli' as the chief hero of the.play
on the basis of ‘Sachivayattasidditva’ as the result of all the
actioas of Yatiraja finally 5ty help realisation of the object in
favour of Vedamauli, and in establishinp, Bhaktirasa as the chief
sentiment of the play after examining the position of Vira and
Santa sentiments, carefully defining the connotation of Bhaktirasa
so a< ty form an infepral part of Srinpara without prejudice to
the repid precepts of Alankarikas like Dhananjaya and Dhanika in
Dasarupaka, afford clear evidence to his critical outlook and deep
erudition,

In Sanskrit literature the alleporical plays have occupied a
unique place. The elements of alleporical expression are found
even in Vedic literature, thouph they have takena definite shape
in the Mahabharatha and several of the great Puranas. The epi-
sode of Puranjanopakhyana in Srimadbhagavatha is an outstanding
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example of the type on the model of which a fam»us alleporical
play “ Prabndhachandrodaya” was written by Sri krishna Misra.

This play is tha source of the entire similar literature in Sanskrit
after Sri Krishna Misra.

A style that abounds in intricate a\d obscure figures of speech,
and in thouphts couched in unintellipible phraseslopy 1s any day
unsuitable for adyptionin writin a siape drama intended tn provide
entertainment to all classes of peapie. That mipht be well appre-
ciated after a calm and scholarly readinp. The alleporical way
of expression is much less suited t~ a play. But as we see in Sans-
krit literature, majority of the plays written by the famous authors
are not free from the above defects. Hence the Sanskrit play
afforded a laborious study rather than an entertainmeit an the
stape. So the alleporical drama also was equally read and enjoyed
by pvifound scholirs with a philasashical bent of mind and
sained popularity.

In aa alleporical play all the human qualities classed as virtues
come in emflict with the opposite set of qualities—the vices—of-
course both perssnified and displayed as charicters of the play. In
the end the virtue prevails paimind a decisive victory over the
vice.

Sr1 Krishna Misra was an ascetic of the Paramahamsa order:
He was the follower of Sri Sankara Bhaepavadpadacharya. His
Prabodhachandrodaya in six acts defends Advaita Philasophy of
Vishnu doctrine combining Vedanta with Vishnuism from the
onslaughts of Buddism, Jainism snd Sakteyam. As Probsdha-
chandrodaya depicts Monism (¥3d), Sankalpasuryodaya of Sri
Vedantha Desika and Yatirajavijaya establish qualified Monism
(fifﬂﬂl‘\{ﬂ) on the lines propounded by Sri Bhagavad Ramanuja.

The philosophical theme in this type of play is that the
Supreme Soul ("TAIMT) pets encompassed by Ilusion (3141) and the
Soul (M) is depicted in Plurality (491) by evil characters like
Confusion ('ﬂ‘)- Vanity (&¥) and False Conception (murin)erc,
The virtuous characters like Discrimination (%), Spiritual
Knowledpe (AT and Faith (¥&) etc, help the struppling
Soul (#EAT) in obtaining final Emancipation (M) when Know.
ledge (¥8MM) dawns on him. In the end Trust (") in Vishnu
applauds the result. This is how Sri Krishna Misra presents the
doctrine of Advaita.
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Sri Venkatanatha in his Sankalpasuryodaya adopted the same
form of play as of Sr1 Krishna Misra. But the content and manner
of treatment of the subject matter are different. Hisjmain mission
was to interpret the philssophical doctrines in conformity with
those of Bhapavad Ramanuja. The religious fervour and the lonp,
and prasaic pralsaue have made the play less popular amongy, the
scholars of nwm-Vaishaavaite sects. The style of Prabodha-
chandradaya is lucid and simple.

Yatirajavijaya of Vatsya Varadachirya occupies an exemplary
place in Sanskrit philysihical literature.  The ¢omtlict here is not
between twy sets »f humin quihties, bt it is  between the
Visishtadvaita schos! of thhupht on one side and all  other
schools of thoupht a the sther and the above mentioned
qualities have merely plaved a secondary roll.  The author
appears to have a thor>uph 1asipht inta all the Darsanas in circula-
tion at that time and als» the interpretations of the Acharyas of all
the sects. Arguments and counter arpuments of a very high order
are advanced and eveatually the doctrine of quahied Monis'a as
preached by Bhapavad Ramanuja 1o establi-hed after proving that
all other schools have no susta:niag essence in them.

Tirupat:. ]. CHENNA REDDY

20- -10 5k Director.
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