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The depth and extent of influence exerted on the contem-
porary Telugu literary criticism and research by Sri Veturi
Prabhakara Sastry will perhaps never be determined with any
degree of exactitude, Nor because we, the modern- day
beneficieries of his indefatigable labours are sensitive to or un-
aware of the invaluable legacy of scholarship bequeathed by him.
In fact, the pioneering skills and near - total mastery demon-
strated by Prabhakara Sastry in the twin - spheres of literary
criticism and research are generally so well recohnised that we,
at times, tend to actually take them for granted. It has been noted
that men are apt to quote from Shakespeare and the Bible, more
by instinct and as a matter of routine habit, without any particu-
lar awareness of the origins of the source of such quotations - an
abiding evidence of universal and continuing validity of these never
- known- to- fail sources themselves ! So it is, one imagines,
with Prabhakara Sastry. He strode the world of modern Telugu
literary criticism in the manner of a gaint, path - breaker and a
trend - setter who evolved his own ground - rules and ranged
freely, with distinct authority, over his chosen fields, for other
lesser of less - gifted men merely to emulate and obey. And none
of the many critics and researchers who came after him could
claim to be free of the wholesome and utilitarian critical influ-
ences emanating from his tireless labours and astounding scholar
ship. Such claims, if made, would probably look scarcely less
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than pretentious ! Prabhakara Sastry 's unremitting efforts served
to lightup, repeatedly, many little - known or obscure nooks of
our immense literary treasures and brought to light as many
unknown or neglected nuggets of Telugu literary heritage.

Prabhakara Sastry pursued his tasks and prodigious
labours over a span of four decades. His efforts were for the
most part single - handed. They came also at a time when such
undertakings were largely unassisted and unencouraged by any
but the most perfunctory sponsorships and patronage, depend-
ing almost entirely on the personal munificence of local rulers of
princes with a flair for the literary, the exploratory or the artistic.
And although the avenues for explorations were vast, the aids
and methodology for such questings were vastly considerably
less than what we have got accustomed to in our own times. A
direct consequence of situations so unpropitious as these was
that the success and effectiveness of a scholar and researcher
depended wholly on his personals tenacity and - importantly -
on the calibre of his mental processes and the clarity of his thought.
Such, however, was the intellectual stature of Prabhakara Sastry,
and such the unflagging brilliance of his mind and thought, that he
converted every lack of organised and institutional patronage
into a shining route to informed artistic - literary quest. It might in
truth take a long time before the full import or beneficiant impact
of Prabhakara Sastrys untiring exertions and amazing scholar-
ship are fully realised and assessed by the grateful successor -
generations of scholars and researchers.

The varied ( and often voluminous) writings of Prabhakara
Sastry were published in different journals over a period of three
decades. Many of those journals are extinct, and those which
have not ceased publication are difficuly now to get (the old num-
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bers) by. Some of his writings were not published at all. Conse-
quently, sizeable portions of his critical output may well have
been lost, if determined efforts were not made to retrieve, col-
lect and publish them afresh. Fortunately for all who value excel-
lence of human thought and greatness in literature, Manimanjari
Publications, decided to undertake the laudable venture of pub-
lishing the complete works of Prabhakara Sastry. So far 20 Books
have been published. As part of that venture Prabhakara Sastry's
critical introductions to classics have all been compiled in two
volumes. The first volume in the series, covering the years 1914
- 1928, comprising sixteen pieces of his writing on subjects as
diverse as drama, history, poetry, puranas and some miscella-
neous compilations, besides selected prefaces and interpretative
essays, were published a few years ago (1955). The Current
Volume, the second in the series. consists of Sri Sastry's pub-
lished and unpublished writings during 1928 - 1950.

Any discussion of the multi-sided accomplishments of
Prabhakara Sastry would seem to automarically necessitate an
early mention of the many celebrated prefaces flowing from his
prolific pen at variors points of time during his illustrious career.
These were often long and elaborately- sculpted pieces of pure
brilliance. The prefaces of Prabhakara Sastry - like those of
Bernard Shaw- in themselves constitute an impressive sub-
genre of creative writing . Often employed to "introduce"to the
lay reader a long - forgotten or barely- rememberred literaty
composition, and often quite the longer than the original work so
sought to be introduced, these prefaces, inevitably, were pieces
of distilled wisdom and discernment. Interestingly, Arudra, one
of our brightest literaty personages, referring to these prefaces,
observed : " Not Shaw am I, nor a Prabhakara Sastry..."
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While many of his numerous prefaces are deservedly
famous. It is also interesting. and rare, that a whole new play be
triggered by any one of them. But such a rare thing did indeed
happen when , inspired by Prabhakara Sastry's preface to "
Basava Puranam" Viswanatha Satyanarayana, the doyen
among modern poet- play wrights, was moved to write his
famous play, " Trisulam"

"Kreedabhiramamu" had been regarded as the legendary
work of Vallabharaya. This view regarding its authorship had
found wide acceptance until Prabhakara Sastry propunded a
contrary- view that the author of this dramatic poem was indeed
none other than Sreenatha, and not his patron as had been
believed for a long time. The close analysis and critical scrutiny
employed to examine the stylistic peculiarities of the work ( be-
sides its syntax, imagery, structure and the idiom) and the infer-
ences drawn from such exercise, bespeak of the originality and
sharpness, the eclecticism as well as the exploratory side of
Prabhakara Sastry's critical prowess.

With considerable effort and equal tenacity, this extraordi-
nary scholar collected, then delineated - and thereby eventually
succeeded in propagating many a fine specimen of folk- compo-
sitions and children's songs. All this contributed meaningfully to
the great acceptability attained by this genus of popular litera-
ture. "Mugdha Madhura Vangmayamu" is a valuable place
of perceptive writing pertainging to this category. Nachana
Somana was not one of the determined and dedicated of schol-
ars. His best- known work, " Uttara Hari Vamsamu'' is along
and complex poem. Prabhakara Sastri not merely edited the dif-
ficult poem with competence and discernment but also provided
an illuminating commentary on it the sureness and deft manner in
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which he proceeds to 'dete’ the author and his work with the aid
of many fascinating literary and historical insights is truly rema
kable. Quite another milestone in the same mould is his impec-
cably- crafted preface to Sreenatha's "Hara Vilasamu". Indeed
it may be safely asserted that no more authoritative and scrupu-
lously- composed critcal study of Sreenatha and his works was
ever attempted by anyone then what was written by Prabhakara
Sastry with such telling success.

Itis not commonly realised that the contribution of Telugu
poets to the grown and development of Yaksha-Gana' was quite
considerable. Prabhakara Sastry's analysis and elucidation of "
Sugreeva Vijayamu" represents his esteem for and deep un-
derstanding of the Yaksha- Gana, genre of popular art which
flourished in large parts of south Indea, including the Andhra desa.
He was also a firm supporter of the idea that Telugu language
should be liberated from the shackles of pedantic and artificial
constraints and be invested with the naturalness of the spoken
word. In this respect, he was an ally of man like Gurajada Appa
Rao, Gidugu Rama murti and J.A. Yates all of whom strove hard
and long to try and invest Telugu litererary language with conver-
sational ease and fluidity, and divesting it of excessivly scholarly
of stilted cramps. A sample of his views and concerns in the area
of language - i.eform is found in his introduction to "Bharati
Satakamu" included in the volume. It bears close and repetitive
reading for its and clear- headed thoughts lucid exposition.

It would somehow seem as if Prabhakara Sastry had come
to develop and entertain steady and mystically repetitive con-
nections with the Lord of Tirupathi : five of the pieces in the
volume pertain directly of obliquely to the dominant deity of
Andhra Desa, Venkateswara. Prabhakara Sastry's pioneering
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efforts in locating and bringing to light the copper- plates (on
which were inscribed the celebrated devotional songs of
Tallapaka Annamacharya ), are well - known. It was due to this,
more than any other factor, which awakened the general interest
and made people aware of the great merit and devotion in the
hitherto unknown compositions of this legendary Vaggeyakara,
whose very life was one long, unbroken paean of devotion to the
Lord of the Seven Hills. " Sringara Sankeertanamulu " de-
scribes the discovery, study, collation and interpretation of
Annamacharya's devotional compositions. In the preface to "
Annamacharya Charitra" the author delves into the family- his-
tory of the saint- composer and discusses the developments as
well as the components of his devotional verses. Here,
Prabhakara Sastry scales rare heights of scholastic genius it may
ever be surmised that each fact brought out in the preface, in-
deed every sentence in it, could well become the core and a
basis for a regular dissertation by scholars at a future date so
loaded with insights and revelations is this particular preface. A
work which was not very well- known, " Subhadra Kalyanamu ",
is introduced by means of another of his luminant prefaces. Al-
though brief when compared to others, Prabhakara Sastry,
through this preface, succeeded in acquainting the reader with
the creative endeavours of Tallapaka Timmakka, wife of
Annamacharya, Herself a gifted poet and one of the earliest
women who made and left their mark on Telugu literaty tradition.
The last preface in this group which deserve mention is
"Venkateswara Laghu Kritualu" which embodies the author's deep
familiarity and grasp as reflected in his earlier achievements of
planned and painstaking discovery and collation of a number of
palm lear manuscripts and which led directly to the publication
of an elaborate descriptive catalogue of such writings which ran
into nearly twenty volumes. This is truly a path-breaking work
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and serves to highlight Prabhakara Aastry's stupenduous
exploratoty and anthological gifts.

"Thiruppavai" is a work of the Alwaars of what is now the
TamilNadu. It represents the best in the Dravidian devotional
thoughy and tradition. This intensely god-intoxicated work has
continued to evoke utmost devotion from generations of men
and women. It is recited with great veneration and fervour in
thousands of homes throughout south India. The essential piety,
-not to mention his versatility - of Prabhakara Sastry is reflected
in his excellent rendering of this great poetic work into eminently
readable Telugu. And as was usual with him, he added, too, a
most comprehensive preface to it.

The volume under disussion also contains, in addition to
the prefaces and commentaries briefly referred to in the preced-
ing pages, some of the miscellaneous writings of the great scholar,
like forewords, reviews, opinions and the like. Notable among
these are " Andhra Kamandakamu", a digest of morality and
matters realting to political ethics, " Dhanurvidya Vilasa Peethika",
pertaining to the art of archery. " Govinda Ramayanamu", etc.

The writings included and presented in this collection are
pure gold. They serve to highlight the undoubtedly multi- faceted
genius of Prabhakara Sastry. One looks forward with eagerness
to nuture volumes of his complete works which are to follow and
succeed this one, and all of which, together, might remind us yet
again of the invaluable services rendered by this Titan among
scholars in the cause of Telugu language and literature.

April 19, 1990. (sd)
Hyderabad H Rajendra Prasad.
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