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"The Puranas pretend to give history of the whole universe
from the most remote ages, and claim to be inspired revealers
of scientific as well as Theological truth. They dogmatize on
Physical science, Geography, the form of the earth, Astronomy,
Chronology; and even in the case of one or two puranas,
Anatomy, Medicine, Grammar and the use of military weapons"1.

   "Survey of Sanskrit
Literature"


"They deal with the problems of creation and dissolution

of the world, about the various periods in the history of the world,

about the dynasties of kings and about the kings. They contain

Geography, Law, Politics, various sciences and systems of

Philosophy, various doctrines about man and his relation to the

world and his origin and his destination, about God's and different

strata of beings above man and below man, including demons

and goblins and fairies and about all sorts of wisdom so to

say1.
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1. History of Classical Sanskrit Literature, Krishnamachariar, M.;
Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1974, p. 72.

1. Survey of Sanskrit Literature - Kunhan Raja, C.; Bharatiya
Vidyabhavan, Bombay, 1962, p.53.
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   (Farquhar) 


'It would be difficult to exaggerate the popularity and
importance of the religious poems known as puranas. They
are very widely used among the common people both in the
original and in numerous vernacular versions and adaptations.
Indeed the Epics and Puranas are the real Bible of the common
people whether literate or illiterate, and they are the source of
half the vernacular literature'2.


 



- 
































1. History of Dharma Sastra - Kane, P.V. Vol. I - V, p. 55.
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune-1968.

2. An outline of the Religious Literature of India, p. 136.
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 1. Indian Historical Quarterly, Calcutta, Vol. VIII, Page 166.
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1. Studies in the Epics and Puranas - Pusalkar A.D., Introduction,

p.26. Bharatiya Vidyabhavan, Bombay, 1955.
2. Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society XIV, p.330.
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 Puranic Encyclopaedia, Mani, Vettam, Motilal

Banarsidass, DELHI-1979, p.305, 651, 805.
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VII. IV. 

     








"The Skanda Purana is not one book but a library of such
Sthala Puranas or Tirtha Mahatmyas. Hence its importance for
researchers in different disciplines. The Skanda Purana is thus
a mine of Social, Cultural, Political, Historical, Geographical,
Religious and Phylosophical information.

The Skanda Purana is specially important, as it covers
practically the whole of India. Thus it describes the Topography,
Cultural traditions etc., of the major part of India. The general
literary standard of the Skanda Purana is certainly high.
Especially Kasi khanda is very beautiful'1.
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1. SK.P., translated and annotated by Tagare, G.V. Motilal
Banarsidass, Delhi - 1972, Part - I, Introduction, P. 13, 14.
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Studies in the Maha Puranas - Benerji, S.C.Punthi Pusthak, Calcutta,
1991, pp.52-55.
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