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"The Puranas pretend to give history of the whole universe
from the most remote ages, and claim to be inspired revealers
of scientific as well as Theological truth. They dogmatize on
Physical science, Geography, the form of the earth, Astronomy,
Chronology; and even in the case of one or two puranas,
Anatomy, Medicine, Grammar and the use of military weapons™.

& v HIS Ter DosBEadoen $F "Survey of Sanskrit
Literature" &% (Soio&® Hoeere DB, ST SO
QKB oL

1. History of Classical Sanskrit Literature, Krishnamachariar, M.;
Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1974, p. 72.
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"They deal with the problems of creation and dissolution
of the world, about the various periods in the history of the world,
about the dynasties of kings and about the kings. They contain
Geography, Law, Politics, various sciences and systems of
Philosophy, various doctrines about man and his relation to the
world and his origin and his destination, about God's and different
strata of beings above man and below man, including demons
and goblins and fairies and about all sorts of wisdom so to
say!.
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1. Survey of Sanskrit Literature - Kunhan Raja, C.; Bharatiya
Vidyabhavan, Bombay, 1962, p.53.
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‘It would be difficult to exaggerate the popularity and
importance of the religious poems known as puranas. They
are very widely used among the common people both in the
original and in numerous vernacular versions and adaptations.
Indeed the Epics and Puranas are the real Bible of the common
people whether literate or illiterate, and they are the source of
half the vernacular literature™.
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