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Foreword

It is very well noted that Vedas are the first
literature produced in India. The Rig, Yajuh, sama and
Atharva Vedas are written for the human race to follow
it and lead a great life. The Vedas hold the guist, the
secret of a successful life. It was a lump at the
beginning but later was divided into four parts by
Bhagavan Vedavyasa. The division of Vedas and it's
usage in daily life was felt very essential for many
purposes, and hence was necessary to simplify it.
Many-a-people learnt Vedas to use them in their daily
life. In order to make them more simpler, the Vedas
were divided into Sumhitas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas
and Upanishads. There should be a proper method to
learn any subject. The six supporting fields like
Shiksha, Kalpa, VWyakarana, Nirukta, Chandas and
Jyotish are called the limbs of the Vedas. As per
Paniniya Shiksha, the science of poetry is like feet or
foundation of the entire Vedic literature, and hence it
Is very essential to study metres or chandas to learn
Vedas. For an indepth study of Vedas, a disciple should
know about three factors - The Rishi (who has seen
(seer) the divine mantra), the devata (the deity to whom
the mantra is submitted), the metre (in which the
mantra is presented).

A Chandas is a physical form in which the syllables
are counted. Pingala in his Chandahsastra says:
Chandas stands for speech determined by the number
of syllables uttered. Each and every metre has its own
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spiritual significance according to different Vedic
sacrifices.

The book ‘Chandas as Vedanga’ written by
Dr. Madhavi R. Narsalay explains all the basic
principles of Vedic prosody which is necessary to gain
knowledge about metres before learning Veda. The
effort put by the author is priceless. Hope that this
treatise will enhance the desirers to learn more about
Vedas and Vedangas.

In the Service of Lord Venkateswara

M

Executive Officer,

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams,
Tirupati.
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Chapter 1
Introduction

Vedic literature, which comprises of Samhitas
(dt&ar), Brahmanas, (ameror) Aranyakas (3va@) and
Upanisads, (3ufug) has six auxiliary disciplines
known as angas (31) i.e., limbs attached to them which
are known as Vedangas (aarm). They are (i) Siksas
(fstemr), which are texts dealing with phonetics and
morphology, (ii) Kalpas (&«q) are texts focusing on
ritual, behavioural pattern and code of conduct, (iii)
Wakarana (=a1#70) i.e. science of grammar, (iv)
Nirukta (f=aa) which is a text on etymology, (V)
Chandas (&%) i.e., science of metres, prosody or
versification and (vi) (s=ifaw) Jyotis which is the
science of astronomy. A quotation from Paniniya Siksa
(wforra ferem) mentions ‘chandah padau tu vedasya’
(%e: 9Ierg 9ew) i.e., the science of prosody is the feet
of the Veda-s. It is the foundation on which the entire
Vedic literature relies upon. This branch of learning
has been extensively dealt with in works on Vedic
literature as well as classical Sanskrit literature.

Speech has thousand-fold progeny and metres are
some of them, for Satapatha Brahmana (1qaey siraron)
says vacah prajatani chandamsi (¥Siafq ©aifd)
(111.9.2.17). Study of Veda-s is incomplete if study of
metres is not undertaken. They are one of the three
factors, which are essential for the study of the Veda
viz; Rsi (=) (the seer, who has ‘seen’ the divine
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mantra-s), devata (gaar) (the deity, whom the mantra
is attributed to) and chandas (%&%) (the metre, in which
a particular mantra occurs). As mantras give full form
(rupasamrddha) (¥999<aT) to the sacrifice and as they
are composed in metres, they occupy an indispensable
position in the sacrifice.

Meaning of the word ‘chandas’: The science that
deals with versification is known as Prosody or Metrics
which is understood in Sanskrit as Chandahsastra
(w<:9m%). There are references in the Rigveda (X.90.9),
which states that (chandamsi jajnire tasmat) (S&if ST
d@Td) metres were created from the gigantic Purusah.
The conventional meaning of the word chandas is
metre. Apart from this meaning, the word chandas
stands synonymous for Veda-s. As the Veda-s were
composed in Gayatri and other metres, Veda-s are also
known by this name. Panini in his Astadhyayi
(sreetearar) refers to Vedas as Chandas. ‘Bahulam
chandasi’ (srgw™ ®=f4) (11.4.39) is a very famous example
from the Astadhyayi (3Teereari).

In Vedic literature, the word ‘chandas’ is used in
different sense too. They are metaphorically
understood as cattle (Pashu-9gy), directions (disha-
fgem), soma juice (rasa-7H) etc. Kausitaki Brahmana
(wifereant amaron) refers to chandas as pranah i.e., life
(chandamsi vai pranah) (=it & umor:) and the Taittiriya
Brahmana (3fafi@ ar&mr) mentions that chandas
(chandamsi vai vrajo gosthanah) (S&if & <1 ;)
represent the region of the Sun. There is some reason
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due to which the chandas are associated with different
objects, both animate and inanimate.

Chandas are given great importance in Vedic
rituals. A Vedic chant recited in a particular chandas
for a specific ritual would accrue the desired result.
That is why the specific chandas are associated with
specific fruit, abstract or concrete e.x., gayatrau
svistakrtah samyajye kurvita tejahkamo
brahmavarcasa kamah/ tejo vai brahmavarcasam
gayatri// @ (Aitareya Brahmana 1.5) (Tdva sT&To).
The svistakrta (Faeeega) offerings are to be given with
mantras in the Gayatri metre for achieving lustre of
Brahman. Thus mantras chanted in the Gayatri metre
are of immense importance in the ritual of svistakrta
(fFaed) offering. Without the Gayatri metre, the
sacrificer would not achieve the lustre of Brahman.
Here Gayatri is equated with the lustre of Brahman.
According to R. Sadashivmurthy, chandas as metres
is the conventional meaning of this word. Whereas
chandas as Veda-s is the attributive meaning and
chandas as cattle etc., are the figurative meanings of
this word. Moreover, in classical literature and
vernaculars, chandas stands for desire as well as
uncontrolled behaviour.

Definition of chandas: Many ancient texts have
attempted to define ‘chandas’. The Rksarvanukramani

(rerrargson) of Katyayana says: yadaksaraparimanam
tacchandah (11.6). This means that which is measured
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by syllables is chandas. The Brhatsarvanukramani of
the Atharvaveda says: chando’ ksarasamkhyavaccheka
mucyate. This means that the distinctive characteristic
of chandas is the number of syllables counted. The
Chandahsastra of Pingala says: matraksarasankhya
niyatavak chandah. Chandas stands for speech
determined by the number of syllabic instants.

These definitions indicate that the number of
syllables is the defining factor of chandas.

Etymology of Chandas: Ancient texts have given
the etymology of the term chandas. According to the
Daivata Brahmana of the Samaveda: chandamsi
chandayatiti va (1.3). This means that term chandas is
derived from the root vchand: samvarane ahladane
i.e., to cover or to please.

The Taittiriya Samhita (V.6.6.1) says:

te chandobhiratmanam chadayitvopayansta
cchandasam chandatvam/

Satapatha Brahmana quotes:
yadasma acchadayanstasmacchandamsi/
Nirukta (V11.12): chandamsi chadanat/

Unadi sutras derive the word chandas from vcand
- to please. Har.a.a, the commentator on Jayadeva’s
Chandahsutra supports this derivation.

Thus the word chandas is derived from the
following roots:
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a) Vcand: ahladane, diptau ca: to please and to shine
b) Wchad: acchadane: to cover
c) Vchad: avarane: to envelope

d) “chand: ahladane, samvarane ca: (to please
and to cover totally)

This functional derivation stresses that the term
chandas as it has a phonetic quality stands for the
measured sound which is pleasing to hear. Sound
envelopes space therefore chandas stands for a
covering the space of sound.

Significance of chandas:

According to S. S. Dange, chandas had an
Immense importance in the sacrifice. Pratar-anuvaka
(morning chant) is to be recited by the hotr priest in
the latter half of the night, even before the sound of
birds is heard. During this time, there is no other sound
heard except that of the recitation of mantras that is
arranged in the seven metres viz; Gayatri, Usnih,
Anustubh, Brhati, Pankti, Tristubh and Jagati. The
gods that are invoked are Agni, Usas and Asvins and
there has to be at least one sukta in each of the seven
metres addressing the deities. The Satapatha
Brahmana says that the gods which are arriving early
are the metres (111.9.3.8).

Metres had a spiritual significance in Vedic
sacrifice. The sacrificial ukha (the fire pan) was to be
fumigated by the metres. It is baked by the means of
metres for they are the strength. They are the divine
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purifiers and by means of the metres, many sacrificial
implements would be purified.

Individual metres are said to be the various limbs
of sacrifice. At times they are imagined to be man or
identified with Prajapati. Thus Gayatri is said to be
the mouth of the sacrifice according to the Maitrayani
Samhita of the Krsna Yajurveda (I11.1.1) and also the
breath of Prajapati. The metre Usnih is the eye;
Anustubh is the voice, Brhati is the mind; Pankti is
the ear; Tristubh is the generative breath and Jagati is
the downward breathing. These are the seven metres
which go increasing by four syllables each, which are
produced in Agni says the Satapatha Brahmana
(X.3.1.1).

Metres are regarded as the cattle of the gods. Just
as, harnessed cattle carry men from one place to
another; harnessed metres draw the sacrifice for the
gods mentions the Satapatha Brahmana (1v.4.3.1). The
Jaiminiya Brahmana (111. 313, 314) equates metres with
horses of gods. The gods having yoked these horses
to these chariots went to the heaven. They yoked the
Gayatri as the horse at the right side, the Tristubh as
that of the left side and the Jagati as the supporting
horse. The Taittiriya Samhita (1.5.12.5) has a beautiful
imagery of the chariot of metres for Prajapati. Gayatri
and Jagati became the wheels; Usnih and Tristubh as
the side poles; Anustubh and Pankti the horses and
Brhati the seat. Prajapati went riding this chariot.
S.S.Dange comments that the whole idea is of speedily
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searching the heaven on part of the sacrifice. Hence,
at times, metres are identified with birds, as they are
speedier than horses.

Metres play a significant role in the sacrifice and
are therefore related with Agni. The Kathaka Samhita
of the Krsna Yajurveda regards them to be the beloved
form of Agni. The Maitrayani Samhita of the Krsna
Yajurveda identifies metres with Prajapati (1V.5.3).

The Vedic texts say that even for defeating the
asuras, at times devas took the help of metres.
According to the Tandya Mahabrahmana (X11.13.27)
devas and asuras were in possession of metres. The
monosyllabic metre was the lowest one in possession
of the devas, the heptasyllabic metre was their highest
possession. The ennead (nine) syllabic one was the
lowest of the asuras and the fifteen syllables was the
highest. They entreated Prajapati who had assumed
the form of Anustubh metre to join them. He joined
the devas and they flourished and the asuras perished.

Thus, metres are the form of controlled and
structured divine sound. Having possession of this
divine sound which is all encompassing the gods
prospered. The yajamana performing the yajna using
the chandas will also flourish on the lines of gods is
the message which these myths want to convey.

Myths regarding the origin of chandas:

Akin to the etymology regarding the origin of the
chandas, Vedic literature abounds in myths about the
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origin of the chandas. In the Taittiriya Samhita, the
Prajapati built the fire-altar. Devas got frightened and
did not approach it. So, they covered themselves with
metres (chandobhiratmanam chadayitva) (Sgiere=m
sreran) and approached it. The Jaiminiya Brahmana
also derives the word chandas from the root chad to
cover. The account therein is as follows. Prajapati
created devas and thereafter also Death, by means of
bringing together metres and entering them. The Vasu-s,
Rudra-s, Aditya-s, Visvedeva-s and Marut-s brought
together the metres Gayatri , Tristubh, Jagati,
Anustubh and Pankti.

The Maitrayani Samhita derives the word chandas
from the root chad ‘to please’. It says that devas were
afraid of Death. Having seen the metres, they entered
them. Whatever thing pleases them, with that they
covered themselves. Here, both the meanings of the
root chad are taken into account. The Satapatha
Brahmana also follows the same lines. It says that
Prajapati freed himself from Death and asked for food.
The gods gave him food in the form of the bricks
(arranged in the Fire-altar) relating to metres; for
metres are cattle and cattle are food. The metres
pleased him and hence are they called chadamsi.

Number of metres:

According to R. Sadasivamurthy, the number of
metres varies in various texts. Some works accept that
metres are eight in number; others consider them to
be seven or four. In' \Vedic prosody, metres are classified
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as Daivi, Asuri, Prajapatya, Yajusi, Samni, Arci,
Brahmi and Arsi. This classification underlines the
number of metres to be eight. But references like
catuspadaksarena mimite saptavanih (Igemeeror Hird
Tuaroi:) (Rgveda 1.164.24.) are of the view that the
number of the metres is seven. This comprises of
Gayatri, Usnih, Anustubh, Brhati, Pankti, Tristubh and
Jagati. Accepting the prominence of Gayatri, Tristubh
and Jagati in the Vedic sacrifices, some texts accept
these three metres.

Another reference in the Rgveda accepts that
metres are fourteen in number (X.114.7). The Yajurveda
and Atharvaveda traditions accept that the number of
metres is twenty one. The Taittiriya Samhita refers to
some names of metres which are explained by
Sayanacarya as heavenly metres.

Primary sources of Chandahsastra:

The origin and development of Chandasastra is
seen in Vedic literature. The Rgveda is a metrical
composition. Fourteen metres have been employed in
this monumental work. The rc-s abound in Gayatri,
Tristubh and Jagati metres. It has a discussion about
metres. The sukta X.130.3 asks a question as to
‘chandah kimasit? The Purusasukta (X.90.9) mentions
‘chandamsi jajnire tasmat’ (82 Sf=? q& ). The sukta
(1.164.24) notes gayatrena mimite saptavanih (e
fgdid gwaroi:) wherein speech and prosody are
regarded as equivalent.
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The Taittiriya Samhita of the Krsna Yajurveda
stresses on the importance of chandas in the Vedic
sacrifice. It says that devas ascended heaven due to
the metre (chandobhih devah suvargam lokamayan
V.2.3.9) (S8IT4: gam: gartq @iredras). There are references
to 24 metres, which have important place in Vedic and
Classical Sanskrit literature (1Vv.3.7).

The Aitareya Brahmana reiterates the importance
of metres in the Vedic sacrificial ritual. At one place it
IS mentioned that one who desires to achieve
Brahmanic lustre should perform sacrifice unto Agni
with the help of the Gayatri chandas (1.5). Gayatri,
Tristubh, Jagati and Viraj are mentioned quite often
in this text.

The Satapatha Brahmana narrates myths
associated with metres. In an effort to eulogise
chandas, it says that metres are the quarter (directions).
Gayatri is the east, Tristubh is the south, Jagati is the
west, Anustubh is the north, Pankti is the upward
direction (VI11I. 3.1.12).

The second and the fourth sections of the Daivata
Brahmana of the Samaveda refer to the colours and
deities associated with the metres and also deal with
their etymologies.

The Rkpratisakhya discusses phonetics, grammar
and prosody of the Rgveda. Patala-s 16 to 18 are
dedicated to Vedic prosody. It discusses the eightfold
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classification of the Vedic metre, nicrt and bhurik
varieties, the deities and colours of the metres, pre
Gayatri metres and their varieties, strophic metres,
division of syllables as light and heavy, pause and
recitation of different kinds of mantras. The
Rgvedachandonukramani (FzagsargsHe) by Saunaka
is the index of different metres found in the Rgveda.

The Rgveda Sarvanukramani of Katyayana is the
index of Rgvedic rsi-s, metres, deities, anuvaka-s and
sukta-s. A major portion of this text is dedicated to
Vedic prosody. The first portion discusses the varieties
of feet and vrtti. The second, third and fourth and fifth
portions take note of the nature and varieties of prime
metres, long metres and pre-Gayatri metres. The nicrt
and bhurik varieties are also noted.

The Nidana Sutra by Patafijali belonging to the
Samaveda has as its first chapter ‘Chandoviciti’. The
sixth khanda mentions about the Daivi, Asuri and other
varieties of the chandas. The Upanidanasutras of
which Gargya is the probable author are fully
dedicated to chandas.

The Chandahsastra of Pingala or Pingalanaga is
the earliest work fully dedicated to the study of Vedic
prosody. It enjoyed the position as one among the
Vedanga-s. It deals with Vedic and Classical metres.
It mainly deals with the Rgvedic metres. The second
chapter deals with the eight metrical classes. The third
chapter takes note of the nature and varieties of the
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seven prime metres and a brief account of the colours,
races and sages of these metres.

The Jayadeva Chandas is a work on Vedic and
Classical prosody. It comprises of eight chapters out
of which the second and third chapters discuss about
Vedic prosody.

The Vrtta Muktavali authored by Srikrsna Bhatta
Is divided into three gumpha-s. It has illustrated all
the varieties of Vedic metres.

* * *



Chapter 2
Classification of Chandas

Works on Chandahsastra have classified chandas
into different categories. Broadly chandas have been
classified as vaidika and laukika. The commentator
Halayudha on Chandahsutra of Pingala has classified
chandas as a) laukika b) vaidika and c) laukika-
vaidika. Bharatamuni has divided metres into three
categories viz; a) divya b) divyetara and c) divyamanusa.

Apart from the above mentioned classification,
Yudhisthir Mimamsak classifies chandas a) those
which are based on the number of matras or more
known as matra-chandas b) those which are based on
the number of syllables as aksara chandas.

The chandas in the Vleda-s are based on the number
of aksaras i.e. syllables. Some scholars regard varna
and aksara as synonymous. Aksaras or varnas are
classified into svaras (vowels) and vyanjanas
(consonants). Svaras which are hrsva, dirgha and pluta
give rise to one matra, two matras and three matras
respectively. Wanjanas are measured as those having
half a matra. One matra is that time which is required
to blink an eyelid. Vedic chandas are further classified
as those following the specific number of syllables
wherein the number of feet or padas in the metres is
also significant. It is been observed that such mantras
frequently occur in the Yajurveda. There are chandas
which are based on the specific number of syllables
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as well as specific number of feet or padas. Rgveda is
replete with such chandas.

As per Vedic chandas, the number of aksaras is
measured by the svaras in a word and not by the
number of vyanjanas. Although a word may have
conjunct vyanjanas, its value depends on the svaras
present in it. The matric division of the svaras is further
developed into laghu (light) and (guru) heavy. The
rules clarifying laghu and guru syllables are mentioned
in the Pratisaakhyas. A syllable is laghu only if the
vowel is hrasva and followed by one consonant before
another vowel is encountered.

1. Asyllable with an anusvara (‘m’) or a visarga (‘h’)
Is always guru.

2. All other syllables are guru, either because the
vowel is dirgha (long), or because the hrasva vowel
is followed by a consonant cluster.

3. The hrasva vowels are the short monophthongs:

[1 7 (%) [1 7 [1

a’, ‘1, ‘v, ‘rrand ‘I’

4. All other vowels are dirgha: ‘aa’, ‘ii’, ‘uu’, ‘rr’,
‘ee’, ‘ai’, ‘0’ and ‘au’. (Note that, morphologically,
the last four vowels are actually the diphthongs ‘ai’,
‘aal’, ‘au’ and ‘aau’, as the rules of sandhi in
Sanskrit make clear. So, while an original “ai’, for
example, had been shortened to an ‘e’ sound in
practice, it was still to be treated as long metrically.
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5. According to some scholars, the last syllable in each
foot may be considered guru:

AIERY e e a [EHaq) avf: qargast
LT qrErsiY Al

But a guru at the end of a foot is never counted as
laghu.

For measurement by matra (morae), laghu
syllables count as one unit, and guru syllables as two
units.

It should be understood that while undertaking a
syllable count in Vedic mantras or sukta s, it is not
essential to separate the svara from vyanjana. e.g.

AR TATRd a5 Aagieaad | SR T ||
A, @4, @, B, 9, A, 7 T (1-8)
a,d, 49, 3,3, 9, &, 79 (1-9)
g, a3,y &, @, |, w9 (90-24)

There are three important constituents of a metre
viz; its syllabic strength, length and number of its feet
and its vrtti or rhythm. R. Sadashivmurthy while
referring to Rkpratisakhya (XViIlI. 21.) is of the opinion
that the syllabic strength is most important. Vedic
prosody lays down rules regarding the syllabic strength
of its metres. The syllabic strength of the metres is
discussed in this chapter. Foot or pada is another
important constituent of a metre. There are four
varieties of metrical feet viz; those having eight
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syllables, ten syllables, eleven syllables and twelve
syllables. The end of a rc is based on their meaning.
When the sense is completed the foot ends. Therefore
artha is a determining factor for the length of a foot.
Vrtti or rhythm is another important constituent. In
the Natyasastra, it is mentioned that vrtti is based on
the length of the penultimate syllable of the end of
foot. Out of the four varieties of feet, those having
eight and twelve syllabic feet consist of laghu syllable
in their penultimate. Those having ten and eleven
syllables in their feet have a guru syllable as their
penultimate.

Pause or avasana is another significant concept
while understanding the metres. A temporary stop or
rhythmic break is called avasana. It occurs after the
end of the sukta and also at the end of a mantra.
Meaning is a determining factor of a pause as also the
number of feet of a mantra. Mantras with one or two
feet pause on their completion. Those, which have
three feet, the first pause if after two feet and the second
pause is after the third foot. Mantras with four feet
have their first pause after two feet and the second
after the fourth.

In Vedic prosody, metres are classified as Daivi,
Asuri, Prajapatya, Yajusi, Samni, Arci, Brahmi and
Arsi. In each of these eight classes the seven prime
metres occur starting with Gayatri. Arsi metre has been
frequently used in Vedic literature. In this class a sukta
or a mantra consists of four feet i.e. pada. But in the
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rest of the classes all the compositions are limited to
single pada. The seven types of chandas occur in each
of these classes. The seven metres are Gayatri, Usnih,
Anustubh, Brhati, Pankti, Tristubh and Jagati. But, in
Auri class, fourteen more metres are incorporated. The
Rk pratisakhya gives a detailed enumeration of these
classes. The Natyasastra of Bharatamuni also
discusses these classes with variations in it. R. Sadasiva-
murthy has explained the classification of the classes
and has cited examples of the same.

1) Daivi:

Metres of this class start with single syllable and
end with seven syllables. All seven metres are included
in this class. Gayatri is monosyllabic. Each succeeding
metre after Gayatri is increased by one syllable e.g.
Usnih of this class is di-syllabic. Anustubh is tri-
syllabic and Jagati is hecta-syllabic. The word ‘Daivi’
Is prefixed to each of these seven metres.

S. Name of the Name of  No.of  Examples
No. chandas- the chandas syllables
class

1 Daivi Gayatri 1 22

2 =/= Usnih 2 Ydq:

3 =/= Anustubh 3 [ERE

4 == Brhati 4 G CHECH

5 =/= Pankti 5 [SES =1 L)

(372rdag) 15/15/1
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6 =/= Tristbh 6 S BIEDIBI|
(Ferefare)
20/130/18
7 == Jagati 7 T gamn fan
2) Asuri:

In this class too the seven metres, Gayatri and oth-
ers exist. Here the number of syllables begins with
fifteen and then falls successively by one syllable in
each succeeding metre. As the number of the metre
increases the number of syllables reduces. The term
Asuri is prefixed to the names of the seven metres.

S. Name of the Name of  No. of Examples
No. chandas- the chandas syllables
class
1 Asuri Gayatri 15 9 7 feEn SHRM
ERIGI L
2 =/= Usnih 14 &7 oAl ®<9g T8
gic Fe1q (IdE 8/53)
CRIBERIL))
3 =/=  Anustubh 13  WOE § TrEr 9dq
e (T TqAE 9/1)
4 =/= Brhati 12 =9I F:fUay: =41 o
Tq7: (srrdas 18/4/85)
5 =/= Pankti 11  |ME™ UgHd =91 79

(Hodas 18/4/72)



Chandas as Vedanga 19

6 =/=  Tristubh 10  FSTT @1 THSTYATH
(T s 8/29)

7 == Jagati 9 TMMERI AT AREG
(Fudag 15/3/9)

3) Prajapatya

This class incorporates seven metres. Gayatri has
eight syllables in it. The number increases by four
syllables. Therefore, the last metre i.e., Jagati has 32
syllables in it. The term ‘Prajapatya’ is prefixed to
each of the seven metres.

S.  Name of the Name of No. of Examples
No. chandas- the chandas syllables
class

1 Prajapatya Gayatri 8 hAdTeAd Wl

2 =/= Usnih 12  T9HUAHISTIS-HEY
(FATE WT= I 8/13)
3 =/=  Anustubh 16  TaerEmifeRw
AHUIEI AT Ao
(Fgds 8/5
TS 1)
4 =/= Brhati 20  3TET% 9T 9l 9
faerar gt et fagm:
(3o 8/53)
5 =/= Pankti 24  HISghMd AT SAMRTEEG
T TaT ST AT
AN (AU
8/10 (3) 5)



20 Chandas as Vedanga

6 =/= Tristubh 28  ATRIHwAlh STTATH

foread @ ud fagm

ATl Jalfd
(3tordas 15/12/11)

7 =/= Jagati 32 UgCIel: UGl
ST e Vel
Med srRaa:|
IR (R
Afedr agds 1/2/2)

4) Yajusi:

This class begins with the metre Gayatri, which
is of six syllables. The number of syllables in each
metre increases by one. Yajusi Anustubh has eight
syllables, Brhati has nine, Yajusi Jagati has twelve
syllables.

S.  Name of the Name of No. of Examples
No. chandas- the chandas syllables
class

1 Yajusi Gayatri 6  3ffaf wIHE|
(Fordds 18/4/27)

2 =/= Usnih 7 WIRYAT gEig: (I9de

8/23 ZATE YT=)

3 =/=  Anustubh 8 TS (e
AT 7/25)

4 =/= Brhati 9 elTE gaey (A

T9ag 5/28)
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5 =/= Pankti 10 9 g A €

6 =/=  Tristubh 11 9= AT TS
(agdE 8/30)

7 =/= Jagati 12 PRIl @l
TAHSTEATA (ST
I4de 8/30)

5) Samni:

All seven metres are included in this class. The
number of syllables in the Samni class of metres is
increased by two. The Syllabic strength of Gayatri is
twelve, Usnih is fourteen Anustubh is sixteen. The
metres are called Samni Gayatri, Samni Tristubh etc.

S.  Name of the Name of  No. of Examples
No. chandas- the chandas syllables
class

1 Samni Gayatri 12  IYAMIEMIST AR
@l (T agde 7/16)

2 =/= Usnih 14
AT S T
|(T97dE 8/138THE UT)
3 =/=  Anustubh 16  d T YiaTed gREAT
A1 fauegm| (31erEes
15/2/6)
4 =/= Brhati 18  g[5b T g SMLAMIRI
w0 g syl
(T T9dE 8/30)



22 Chandas as Vedanga

5 == Pankti 20  S9¥I @ Hidq:
A SEEEEwr qun
FER || (T TIdT
5/22)

6 =/=  Tristubh 22  TTY U THUE AT
A O Hef Fehg ey uadll
(97 ggde 8/8)

7 =/= Jagati 24 ST T AT A
TUa, grar FTetsq

e qged:| (e
J9dg 4/26)

6) Arci:

The number of syllables in the Gayatri metre be-
longing to the Arci class increases three times in com-
parison with that of the Yajusi metre. The first metre
I.e., Gayatri consists of eighteen syllables. The syl-
labic strength of each of the remaining six metres in-
creases by three. Arci Usnih is twenty one, Arci
Anustubh is twenty four etc.

S.  Name of the Name of No. of Examples
No. chandas- the chandas syllables
class

1 Arci  Gayatri 18 < AW o AER
T8 AT o1 9| (9

T9dg 5/48)
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2 =/= Usnih

3 =/=  Anustubh
4 =/= Brhati

5 =/= Pankti
6 =/= Tristubh
7 =/= Jagati

21

24

27

30

33

36

23

SRS HISTRST
&Y T TR @l

(g aggdE 7/32)

=T WrehT: TUgueHT:
[Ugue @& @ 3
ety (rgdas
18/8/67)

FapelsTH 7Y e 30
e S| (1/16 o
aAG)

BIEU RIS I EE R eSO
fero =AY q AER
e A1 @ gvEll
(I a9ge 5/22)

SRS HST @l
q5@d 09 d MRS
@1 7EAdl| (gad
T9ag 7/38)

YT AT o

faam T a=m gt
g 9¥eed A fdedl I
uq Jg|| (Fudde 15/4/6)
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7) Arsi:

Daivi, Asuri and Prajapatya metre together

constitute an Arsi metre. The division is based on pada
I.e. feet. The first metre of this class consists of twenty
four syllables and the last metre consists of 48
syllables. The syllabic strength of each metre is
increased by four. The metres of this class are called
Arsi Gayatri, Arsi Usnih etc. Apart from the seven
metres, this class of metres includes many more metres
in it. As mentioned in the Rkpratisakhya, a mantra is
usually composed in Arsi metre (Taih prayo mantrah

slokasca vartate XVI. 9) (F: UTEIHT:9dIHIT add).
According to R. Sadashivmurthy, the domain of this
metrical class is extended to both Vedic and classical
sections of Sanskrit Literature. In addition to these
seven, in the Arsi class there are fourteen varieties of
metres. Thus Arsi class includes twenty one metres.
The first seven categories are known as ‘great metres’
(brhat chandas), the second category of seven metres
iIs known as ‘long metres’ (Atichandas) which are
Atijagati, Sakvari, Atisakvari, Asti, Atyasti, Dhrti and
Atidhrti. The third category of seven metres is known
as Krti chandas which begin with Krti metre. They
are Krti, Prakrti, Akrti, Vikrti, Samkrti, Abhikrti and
Utkrti. Apart from these there is another group of
metres consisting of five metres preceding Gayatri.
They are known as “‘pre-Gayatri’ metres known as Ma,
Prama, Pratima, Upama and Samma.
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S.  Name of the Name of No. of Examples
No. chandas- the chandas syllables
class

1  Arsi  Gayatri 24 UG QATRd 5T
i | B
TS| (FeE 1L
1)

2 =/= Usnih 28  gemiqgaed & 99 d
RN qoiEdl
pREE (TN GISEP)
afear 1/4/27)

3 =/=  Anustubh 32  37Ifcs FaAe T ol
o ST &4
Mg o AT T
PUg TG (et
T9dg 8/15)

4 =/= Brhati 36 314l SAIdediigsiyga
AT 3 STl
Feeqy gaur faem
el (A e
1.2.2.5.)

5 =/= Pankti 40  I&I FAMeT AT
TEFER T 3y
A
P DL R EIS L R EL]]

Tl (3aWE 9T

T9ag 8/12)
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I 9 a7 HEAT 3ThH
g HASTHE T JUI:
HIHTUN TEHET B
o aadl I @l
(o T 8/18)
QI [aysy

TG H AT
7| Updal guel
A : .
I =T el
(T T9aE 8/30)

8) Brahmi :

The class of metres is a combination of Yajusi,

Samni and Arci. It is formed of single foot (pada)
mantras only. It involves the seven primary metres.
The term Brahmi is prefixed to each metre. The syllabic
strength of each metre consecutively increases by six

syllables.
S. Name of the Name of No. of Examples
No. chandas- the chandas syllables
class
1  Brahmi  Gayatri 36 gedd I T Iq

i 9 fa2w g
AT o e T
T e &l
(3rgdas 15/2//4)



Chandas as Vedanga 27

2 =/= Usnih 42 1 o %I TYAATET
EURIERIGRIRE]
e
EERIEUE IR IR Es|

@l (J agdg 7/
10)

3 =/=  Anustubh 48 Yy YO
RERMERE G UHECE)
ISR SATTHTHY
Hdhd gHITam
ARl (ga
T4 3/56)

4 =)=  Brhati 54 UIT 9F FAAEN HeH
g adl Jade el
qi & fEmason ga i
Tl TR T Y
d Ak agst @l
(T agdE 7/ 9)

5 =/=  Pankti 60 offedTEAT HESIAAH
EERER qfuear
TR gadd el
T @ 9 TR
TN HH AT AT qY
e fot o drdr

TN (9TeFT Iae 4/29)
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=/=

Tristubh

Jagati

66

72
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&l AT @R q EAn:
gige Teaal erEfE @
wiefa fae:  afE
qed W9l ofd%d <
g9 d  giaden favE
Hqeraed 9 a4 #eHl|
(J5T s 5/54)
SlEdmvRe 9o g 8
gt FgamEar "qrEdal
Mg MEmEEu gan
e

SETE @ ST TaEma
T §’ ' ad
3 BTS¢ Bl (e

Joyde 5/34 - 35)

*

*



Chapter 111
Primary metres

Gayatri, Usnih, Anustubh, Brhati, Pankti, Tristubh
and Jagati are the primary metres. These metres are
further divided and sub-divided into various metres
and are also employed in Sanskrit Prosody. It is to be
noted that some scholars consider other metres as those
belonging to the category of these metres. This means
that each of these metres later on became an
independent category itself.

The seven metres play a very significant role in
the myths of bringing Soma to the earth. This myth
occurs in the Aitareya Brahmana (111.25-28), Tandya
Mahabrahmana (V111.4.1) and the Satapatha Brahmana
(1v.3.2.7-9).

Gods and seers aspired for getting Soma. They
assigned to the metres the sacred task of fetching
Soma. The metres flew up in the form of birds. They
had four syllables each. The Jagati being of four
syllables, first flew up, having gone half of the way,
she felt tired. She laid aside three syllables and being
one-syllabic she returned and got along with her diksa
and virya. Then Tristubh flew, who returned with three
syllables and daksina. When Gayatri flew she terrified
the guardians of Soma. She grasped Soma by her
mouth and got back the syllables dropped by other
metres. She became octo-syllabic. She got the pratah
savana (9rd: @99) (morning pressing of Soma)
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madhyandina savana (drefed &a) (mid-day pressing
of Soma) and sayam savana (1@ §9+) (evening
pressing of Soma) with her. She supported the morning
pressing with her eight syllables. But Tristubh could
not support with the mid-day pressing with only three
syllables. So, Gayatri united with Tristubh, which had
eleven syllables. Jagati could not support the evening
pressing with one syllable. Therefore, Gayatri along
with Tristubh united with her and became twelve-
syllabic.

This indicates that the concept of metre was of
uniform syllables of a small measurement. Later on
they grew and there were variations in the number of
syllables. It clearly brings out the significance of
Gayatri chandas for bringing Soma on to the earth.

The Jaiminiya Brahmana (1.141) says that Gayatri
Is eight-syllabled (in each foot); the Vasus are eight in
number. Tristubh has eleven syllables; the Rudras are
eleven in number. Jagati has twelve syllables, the
Adityas are twelve in number. Here the very idea that
a particular deity is associated with each syllable of a
particular metre shows how the metres are given the
divine status.

Gayatri :

This metre is revered and worshipped from times
yonder till present. It has great deal of sanctity during
thread ceremony and also during the performance of
Sandhya. Mantra-s for worshipping many gods are in
this metre. Gayatri is worshipped as a goddess too.
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Its significance has been lauded in the Bhagavadgita
by Lord Krsna as (Gayatri chandasamaham X. 35).

Etymology of the word Gayatri :

R. Sadashivmurthy has discussed the etymology
of Gayatri in detail. ‘Gayatri gayateh stutikarmanah’
(Tt TrE: wiaewEr:) and ‘gayato mukhadudapataditi
ha Brahmanam’ (11 gamgedefeid smarvM) are the two
derivations given in the Daivata Brahmana. According
to Sayanacarya, in the first derivation ‘gayati’ means
praising and through praising, this metre brings to light
the deities. The second derivation is based on
mythology. It is said that from the face of Prajapati,
while he was reciting the Vedas, the essence of the
Veda-s sprung. That essence itself is Gayatri. The
metre Gayatri advises men not to waste the time in
this futile world. She protects the one who praises her
through singing. Hence she is called Gayatri (gataram
trayate yasmat, Gayatri tena sa smrteti) (AR mad
JEAT T o AT ).

According to the Nirukta of Yaska, the word
Gayatri is derived from the verb ‘gayati’. This word
Is also formed from the ‘metathesis’ of the word
‘trigamana’. He says, ‘this metre often moves among
the three Veda-s: Rgveda, Yajurveda and Samaveda
and so this is primarily called ‘trigayat’ and due to the
transposition of the letter, it has been changed as
gayat+tri.” In the Purana-s, Gayatri is praised as the
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very manifestation of trinity and as the mother of the
\eda-s.

This chandas has mainly three padas i.e. feet. In
some places, it is mentioned that Gayatri has one, two,
four and five feet. Therefore it is divided as Ekapada,
Dvipada, Tripada, Catuspada and Pancapada. The
Tripada Gayatri has eight syllables in each pada. The
Chandahsutra of Pingala mentions about these
variations of Gayatri.

Gayatri chandas: When 8+8+8=24 syllables occur
in @ mantra, that is known as Gayatri chandas.

e.q. A Qled Is0 gl | 8iar TgaaHl|
(FdE 1.1.1.)

1) Padanicrt Gayatri : When 7+7+7=21 syllables occur
in three feet, then that is known as Padanicrt
Gayatri. Wherever there is one syllable less in the
feet, the chandas is known as Nicrt and wherever
there is one syllable more in the feet, the chandas
Is known as Bhurik, as per the Chandahsutra of

Pingala. (zferchee agfain  3.59)

e.g., 3a1% & Sl g GAAHM| qarH ariare||
(FaE 1.17.4.)
2) Atipadanicrt Gayatri : When the first foot has 6,
second 8 and third seven (6+8+7) then the mantra
belongs to the Atipadanicrt Gayatri chandas as in

U A1 Al WY FEhE Tl i e T aeml|
(79T 8.84.1.)
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3) Atinicrt Gayatri : When the three padas have
7+6+7=20 syllables, it is known as Atinicrt Gayatri
chandas.

gHETH GEUT Qo faentd| ariHareaaE ||
(AT 6. 45. 29)
4) Hrasiyasi (Atinicrt Gayatri) : When the first
and the second feet have 6 syllables each and the third

foot has seven (6+6+7=19), then the Rksarvanukramani calls
it Hrasiyasi Gayatri.

B (PRI S BIRICHTI BT
AR 2T || (Fde 8.103.10)
5) Vardhamana (a) : When the three feet have
6+7+8= 21 syllables respectively, then it is known as
one type of Vardhamana Gayatri.

T ST 2T a2 2
AT S (e 6. 16. 1)

6) Vardhamana (b) : According to Rkpratisakhya
when the first foot has 8, second has 6 and the third
has 8 (8+6+8= 22) then it is second type of Vardhamana
Gayatri. According to Yudhisthir Mimamsak, the
example of this type is yet to be known.

7) Vardhamana (c) also known as Pratistha
Gayatri : This is exactly the reverse of Vardhamana
(@) type. The three feet have 8+7+6=21 syllables in it.

ATT: Ui HOS e Tl 37|
o T 3F g8l (79e) 1.23.21.
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8) Varahi : The first foot has 6, the second and the
third feet have 9 syllables each. We are stating the
example. But according to Yudhisthir Mimamsak, the
example of the Varahi Gayatri is yet to be found.

A Yos "Rl AT ISIAT <ag |
T3y qiETaed |l (FE 4.9.1)

9) Nagi : This is opposite of Varahi. The first and
the second feet have 9 syllables each and the third foot
has 6 syllables in it.

I THEH | W T g 9g T el
Tl T e (g 4.10.1.)

10) Yavamadhya : Just as the two ends of yava
grain are minute and the mid portion is broad, this
metre has 7 syllables in first and third feet and 10
syllables in the second foot. According to Pingalacarya,
this attribute is suitable for all the metres which have
more number of syllables in the mid-foot and less in
beginning and end.

H g gl Al Al THMEE I 2o
Al giadEmE || (e 9. 108. 13.)

11) Pipilikamadhya: This is opposite of
Yavamadhya. The first and the third feet have
9 syllables each and the second foot has 6 syllables.
This attribute befits all the metres which more number
of syllables in the beginning and ending and less in
the mid portion.
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12) Usniggarbha: This chandas has 6+7+11=24
syllables in the first, second and third feet respectively.
The example of this metre is cited in the Rkpratisakhya.

a1 § STgAMT &AM ATl
3 a1 J FHea™ Jareal| (79T 8.25.23.)

13) Bhuriggayatri : This chandas has 8 syllables
in the first foot, 10 in the second and 7 in the third
foot. According to Rksarvanukramani, the example
cited below occurs in the Kakubhusnik chandas.
Sadgurusisya, the commentator on this text says that
this is the example which occurs in the Brahmana-s
for Bhuriggayatri and Kakubhusnik chandas.

[ETaTegy: Yoo ARl S|
q fag =d el (9T 1.120. 2.)
14) Tripad Virat : The padas of the chandas have
11+11+11=33 syllables. But according to Rkpratisakhya,

Rksarvanukramani and Venkata this is a type of
Anustubh.

TEAETd garg T d 1 | arsrad|
T T A1 o aga | (e 1.120.9.)

15) Catuspada : This type of Gayatri chandas has
got six syllables and four feet.

Z5: QAU g difed:|
THIa! 9UT 99c] el (FEaemiaeTed 16. 17)
16) Padapankti : This Gayatri is explained in
various ways. It has five feet. The Rksarvanukramani
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considers Padapankti to have 5+5+5+5+6 or 5+5+5+ 4+6
syllables. The mantra which has 5+5+5+5+6 syllables
is called Bhurikpadapankti according to the
Rkpratisakhya.

ITET & 3 IS gery He:|
A= gedl a4l (79 4. 10.2.)

The mantra which has 5+5+5+5+6 syllables is called
Bhurikpadapankti according to the Rkpratisakhya.

g4 7 qd e g o)
T Bl | Trad @] (FarE 4.10.6.)

17) Dvipada (a) : This type of Gayatri has 12+12=24
syllables and two feet.

BT AT YHerg: GTRATAT Hee g=rel gadqll
(77T 8. 46. 13)

18) Dvipada (b) : Another type of Dvipada Gayatri
has 8+8=16 syllables.

Y &l 9 Fldd 261 A g o1l
(ATHaE gaffden 5.6.24)

19) Dvipad Virat (a) : This metre has 12+8=20
syllables and two feet.

AT 2 fegeo|
I & T || (2 9. 107. 16.)

20) Dvipad Virat (b) : This metre has 10+10=20
syllables and two feet.

ST GHHIR] T 0] Fel | Jel SAdl S|
(39T 1. 66.3.)
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21) Dvipad Svarat : This type of Gayatri has 9+9=18
syllables.

ST @ 3AH I AT (9TET i a5 |
(AHEE gEifde 5.7. 2.);

22) Ekapada : This Gayatri has one foot and eight
syllables.

qg A1 3 I1qg 941 (9T 10.20.1)

23) Jambuka Gayatri : This metre is mentioned in
Katyayana Parisista.

e EfE: ... 9T T fE9all
Usnih :

This metre has got three feet and they have
8+8+12=28 syllables in the each foot respectively. The
word Usnih is used only once in the Rgveda (X.130.4).
As Gayatri is associated with Agni, this metre is related
with Savitr.

In the Soma sacrifice, while laying down the order
of the Gavamayana, it is said that there are two months
of twenty eight days on both the sides of the Visuvanta
(solstice) days. Usnih has twenty eight syllables; the
neck is connected with the Usnih (Kausitaki Brahmana
XXXVI1.1.) as in common language it is considered to
be a head dress or a turban. In the diksa, it is said that
he who desires long life, should use verses in the Usnih
metre. The Usnih is long life. One who knows the
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mantra-s in the Usnih metre has a long life as per the
Aitareya Brahmana (1.5).

At times there are myths which deal with Usnih
and Kakubh metres. Kakubh has 8+12+8=28 syllables
inits three feet respectively. The Tandya Mahabrahmana
(V111.5.2.) says that Indra hurled his thunderbolt at Vrtra.
At the Kakubh chandas he made at stride onwards
and at Usnih he hurled the weapon. Therefore, the
middle portion of a verse of Kakubh has the highest
number of syllables, for it is a striding on. Thereupon,
he drew together. Therefore, the last mantra quarter
of the Usnih has the highest number of syllables, which
indicates the force of attack.

A variant of the Indra-Vrtra myth in connection
with the two metres also occurs in the Jaiminiya
Brahmana (1.158). This text says that as Indra could
not be supported by two Gayatris, in his onslaught on
Vrtra, he added to them the four-footed animals viz;
cow, horse, goat and sheep. The metres Kakubh and
Usnih which arose out of them supported Indra.
Standing on them Indra slew Vrtra. Dange notes that
the basis of the metres Kakubh and Usnih is Gayatri
which is of 24 syllables. Adding four-footed animals
took the number to 28 which is corresponds to the
number of syllables in Usnih and Kakubh metres.

Etymology of Usnih :

The derivation of the words Usnih according to
Bhakta Bhaskara’s commentary on the Aitareya



Chandas as Vedanga 39

Brahmana is from the verbal root snih to which “ut’ is
prefixed. He says : Iq-Raarta HedsiiiaAr W= 3id
FAAT T [ GedagroE:|

According to Nirukta, as it is richer by four
syllables than Gayatri, it is called Usnih. Here the
derivation is from the root ‘sna’. Secondly, as it is the
most dearest of gods, it is called Usnih, which the root
‘snih’. Thirdly, it is compared with a diadem. In the
Daivata Brahmana, a similar derivation is found.

In the case of prime metres, the syllabic increase
from Gayatri begins with Usnih. Hence, there is a lot
of discussion in the Vedic texts regarding syllables
more than Gayatri.

Varieties of Usnih :

1) Kakubh : The first and third padas have 8 and
the second pada has 12 syllables. This is like a hump.
Therefore the mid-portion is larger than the first and
the last.

gEATH W1 AT 3T 98 &9 9&dl SieHa:|
e =l Fdial| (379E 5.53.5.)

2) Pura Usnih : The first pada has 12, the second
and the third pada have eight syllables each.

deaeiedied Jshgeavdl
UIH 9 91d S JRE:eraHll (TR 7.66. 16.)

3) Parosnih or Usnih : The first two padas have
8 syllables each and the last pada has 12 syllables.
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Pingala has given this as a separate variety. Otherwise,
this is the usual Usnih chandas.

3T ATeTed TMHd 39T: Hedl =1
T Yfe Aqdal qie 91| (FaE 1.79.4.)
4) Kakumnyankusira : The three feet have 11+12+4

syllables respectively. This chandas has 27 letters
therefore, the Rkpratisakhya calls it “Nicrt’.

TC1 YT feay afearey gugd arTe|
T (FaE 8.
46.15.)

5) Tanusira : This chandas has 11+11+6 syllables
in its three feet.

1 =Y e T 9 F1 e gt gierEn |
Sy fagmll (9T 1.120.5.)

6) Pipilikamadhya : This chandas has 11+6+11
syllables in it

T IR GGl fagal a3 3fewrg ordl
THT T T HI9ET afcael| (=g 10.105. 2.)

7) Catuspad : This chandas has four feet and each
foot has seven syllables. This division, based on padas
appears to be Anustubh. But based on the number of
syllables is Usnih. This indicates that the number of
syllables was the primary criteria of determining the
metre of a mantra.

& I SAEAET 98 ARG
qfd & ST STl | (F9IE 8.69.2.)



Chandas as Vedanga 41

8) Anustubh-garbha : This chandas has four feet
and division is 5+8+8+8 =29. Pingala and Gargya have
called this as Sankumati-Usnih.

fird g =i 7@ et At

TR ol ArerEr g9 fauemeaTll (Fag 1.187.1.)
Anustubh metre :

This metre has 32 syllables and is equally
divided in 4 padas. It has a significant position in the
Vedic sacrificial tradition. The Maitrayani Samhita
equates Anustubh with speech (1v.3.10). Kausitaki
Brahmana (XXVI.1) says in the context of
Gavamayana that the first month has thirty two days
and the last month has thirty two days, just as Anustubh
has thirty two syllables. So, the sacrifice begins and
concludes with mantras in the Anustubh chandas. The
Tandya Mahabrahmana (XXI11. 28ff) says that as cattle
are four footed so is Anustubh. Those desirous of
obtaining cattle should undertake the thirty two day
ritual and thereby worship speech and Anustubh.

The metre Anustubh is invariably identified with
Speech. There is an interesting detail in this
connection. While performing the initiation of a
student, it is said that the preceptor should teach him
the Savitri mantra in the Gayatri metre and not that
one in the Anustubh metre. The Satapatha Brahmana
says that some teach an Anustubh Savitri saying,
‘Anustubh is Speech; we thus lay Speech unto him’.
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But the Satapatha Brahmana opines that he should
not do so. In that case one would say that ‘surely this
(student) has taken away the teacher’s Speech; he will
become dumb,’ then that might even come true and
the teacher will become dumb. In this, the ritual belief
that the Anustubh metre stands for Speech, is clearly
reflected. However, the Satapatha Brahmana does not
give any details regarding the Anustubh Savitri in this
context.

The greatness of Anustubh is such that Prajapati
himself is its deity. Indra is also associated with this
metre. It is also associated with the earth in the Tandya
Mahabrahmana (V111.7.2.3). The sacrifice is present on
the earth and thereby gains firm support. Moreover,
as Anustubh is Speech, he is firmly established in
Speech too, without which the sacrifice would be
incomplete. According to the Satapatha Brahmana,
Anustubh is associated with the North direction
(VI11.3.1.12).

Derivation of Anustubh :

According to the Nirukta, Anustubh came into
existence on account of changing the three octo
syllabic feet of Gayatri to four octo-syllabic feet.
Hence, this is called Anustubh (SFgvT=¥AM| TE=H
FI9el Jofl IgU eI 9 ST |)

Varieties of Anustubh :

Based on the number of feet and number of
syllables, the types of Anustubh chandas are as

follows:
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1) Purastajjyoti (Tripad i): That Anustubh which
has three feet having 8+12+12= 32 syllables is known
as Purastajjyoti. According to Yudhisthir Mimamsak,
an example of this chandas is not cited anywhere.

2) Madhyejyoti (Pipilikamadhya Tripad ii): This
type of Anustubh has 12+8+12=32 syllables in it.

T e ATSEIE G Het:|
fEuEean Forn 9 234l (79T 9.110. 1)

3) Uparistajjyoti (Krti Tripad iii): This metre has
12+12+8=32 syllables.

qT 6 TS0 F1 J1g=n A1 Tew 994t 7
YT ATl (=g 1.120.8.)

4) Kaviraj : This type consists of twelve syllabic
feet in between two nine feet syllabic feet. This is
formed of thirty syllables only. Two syllables are less
than the required number.

a1 T AR i a1 = [FEeEr 79 |

U EET At $| (F=E 1.120.3.)

5) Nastarupa : This chandas has 9+10+13= 32
syllables.

9 g1 UTeRIT 3 7 SdM JuehaRga ol
a1 I Tl g9 9 TE ! 71| (FaE 1.120.4.)

6) Viraj (a): The chandas has 11+11+11=33 syllables
in it is known as Viradanustubh.
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941 &9 TaudTRITey Jrn SveEar JH |
HEAT ZATETHT ToHT| (FaE 7.22.4.)

7) Viraj (b) : That chandas which has 10+10+10=30
is called Viraj.

The word Virat has two meanings expressed in it
viz; a) which has 10 syllables in three feet. b) Which
has 11 syllables in it. Another meaning of Virat is that
it has two syllables less. Then it is called Viratgayatri
which has 22 syllables and Viradusnih which has 26
syllables.

3 TSR YW 07 GATId! JSHEY ATaH|
ST YA S| (7dE 3.25.4.)

8) Catuspada : It has four feet and each has eight
syllables in it (8+8+8+8=32).

giagd g 79 3% ATETAHEIST: |
TAT I g HUISH TN Al (FFdE 1.10. 7))

9) Padairanustubh : That chandas which has
7+7+7+7=28 syllables is called Padairanustubh. This
Is mentioned in the Rkpratisakhya only.

10) Mahapadapankti : This chandas has 5+5+5+
5+5+6=31 syllables and 6 feet is called Mahapadapankti
Anustubh. The example has been cited in the
Rkpratisakhya only.

9 @iesa1s™ Hgfte? 241 faes 3a1 fager:|
19 51 7 Iad STl | (FaE 4.10.5.)
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Brhati :

This chandas has four feet and the number of
syllables arranged in the feet 8+8+8+12=36. Brhati is
also associated with many concepts, like other metres.
In the Rgveda, it is said to be the speech of Brhaspati
(brhaspaterbrhati vacamavadat X.130.4) (ge=qddadr
gqraaged) According to the Satapatha Brahmana
(X1Vv.4.1.21), the word Brhaspati has been derived from
Brhati. It is also mentioned that Brhati itself is speech.
Brhaspati is the Lord of Speech (vagvai brhati. Tasya
esa patih, tasmat brhaspatih). (a7d gedi T U¥ qid:,
TET gEH:)

In the Asvamedha, the consecrated horse is set free
to roam for one full year. Meanwhile, at the place
where the sacrifice is to be performed after one year,
the priest narrates revolving legend period for each
ten days’ i.e., Pariplava-akhyana. This very same
legend revolves again and again for one year, uor a
thirty-six x ten-days’ period (=360 days). He renarrates
it, because, the Brhati metre consists of thirty-six
syllables, and cattle are related to the Brhati metre; by
means of the Brhati he thus secures cattle for him.

The Taittiriya Brahmana (1.5.12.2.) speaks of the
Devaksara Brhati which symbolizes twelve full moon
days, twelve Astaka-s (eighth days after the full-moon
days, in twelve months) and twelve New moon days
(all amounting to thirty six in number). ‘Sayanacarya’
says that there are two types of Brhati - Sabdatmika
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and ‘Devatatmika’, both formed by the aksara-s that
are ‘sabdatmaka’ (concerning the word) and
‘devatatmaka’ (concerning the deity) respectively. The
aksara here signifies a part (avayava) which does not
fall down or does not decay (a-ksara). Thus it can be
a syllable or any sacrificial unit. The Sabdatmika
Brhati (i.e., a verse in the Brhati metre, having thirty-
six syllables, arranged in four feet as 8+8+8+12=36 IS
to be seen in the mantra such as punanah soma etc.,
(1X. 107.6). The Devatatmika Brhati is the one
consisting of the undecaying (aksara) parts (avayava),
which form a deity i.e., the Brhati, which is
conceptually formed. In this Brhati is believed to have
established the orb of the Sun. This concept could be
taken to apply to all cases where, on the basis of
syllables, items are given the names of metres, or items
are grouped likewise.

Brhati is connected with cattle. The Maitrayani
Sambhita (1v.6.9.) while laying down the three sacrifices,
says that the two Brhati verses take hold of the Sun.
The Brhati are cattle. The Taittiriya Samhita (v.3.2.4.)
says that once the metres ran a race for the cattle. The
Brhati won them.

Brhati is also associated with the Sun. The
Satapatha Brahmana (XII. 8. 3. 24.) says anything
established in Brhati is glory and this makes the Sun
shine. According to the Tandya Mahabrahmana gives
a mythical account in the context of the first sacrificial
session on the river Sarasvati. It is said that by means
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of the Sarasvati, the gods propped the Sun but he could
not sustain, it collapsed. Hence Sarasvati is full of
bendings as it were. Then they propped the Sun by
means of Brhati and thereupon the Sarasvati sustained
it. Hence, Brhati is the strongest of the metres, for
they had propped the Sun with it (XXV.10.11).

Etymology of Brhati :

According to R.Sadashivmurthy, this is an
enriched form of Anustubh. The word Brhati is derived
from the root ‘brh’ which means ‘to grow up’ (brhati
pari barhanat) (gsdl uf¥ gvedrq). The Daivata
Brahmana also has similar etymology. This chandas
grows by one syllable in each feet of the four footed
Anustubh. Thus four syllables are added to Brhati than
Anustubh.

Varieties of Brhati :

1) Brhati (a): This metre has nine syllables in each
pada. Yudhisthir Mimamsak comments on the example
that it carries 10 syllables in the first foot, so it is to be
regarded as Bhurik-Brhati.

FEUl & HH1 & ardl &d ol &d|
7 ATIGRIYErAld a9 J=1 3 9]l
(qferi sraTor 2. 4. 2. 1,)

2) Brhati (b): This chandas has 10+10+8+8= 36
syllables. Mimamsak notes that the second foot of this
example has 11 syllables, so it is known as Bhurik-
Brhati



48 Chandas as Vedanga

%l AT EIUAITBRM 3ATsl Saa=l g<i dIa=i|
TIferdt wErEuT aifREd el
()

3) Purastadbrhati : This chandas has 12+8+8+8=
36 syllables.

el gEafd: STadl ATl Hel R |
ol aere goit: far gafa frml|
(F9E 10.22.3.)

4) Nyankusarini : If the second foot has twelve
syllables and the remaining have only eight syllables
in each, it is called Nyankusarini Brhati. It is also
known as Skandhogrivi Brhati by Krostuki and
Urobrhati by Yaska.

AUy J He: I Bal qail H1e:|
U1 FOT 3g7 AT HEaaH: |
(9T 1.175. 1.)

5) Pathya : This chandas has 8+8+12+8= 36
syllables. Upanidana Sutra calls it ‘Siddha’.

o1 fae=ag [ 99d q@rn A1 Ruogd|
S THd FTAT g el g ST 9 Sl
(79 8.1.1.)
6) Uparistat Brhati : This chandas has 8+8+8+ 12=36
syllables. Many treatises on prosody mention about this
chandas.

AT FE T S
oY FEd g9 SMfearEr JEme it fZw:l|
(9% 10.126.7)
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7) Vistara Brhati : This chandas has 8+10+10+8=36
syllables in it.
gd & Hel 3 g4 a1 arraadad|
a1 =1 T GIGT = 9T Al gehredr: ||
(9 1.120.7.)

8) Visamapada Brhati : This metre has 9+8+11+
8=36 syllables in its four feet.

AMd: gaEasy o= didss T4l
UTHET HUTE JgR dew gog Ay g@H|
(9T 8. 46. 20.)

9) Mahabrhati : This chandas has 12+12+12=36
syllables in its three feet.

1Y EH YA Edl AT 9 [T Jaany qoq-1l
g 7 M guHl [ faeedl|

(F9E 9.110.9.)

10) Satobrhati : This variety occurs in the
Chandahsutra-s of Jayadeva. It has two successive 8-
syllablic feet followed by two feet which have 10
syllables each.

11) Pipilikamadhya : This Brhati has got three feet
and 13+8+13=34 syllables in it. As mentioned by
R.Sadashivmurthy, this variety occurs in some texts
like the Rkpratisakhya.

AW A1 FREEE 7eY T T wRiaedEH|
75 M g ol = gl
(9T 8. 46.14.)
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Pankti :

It has four feet and ten syllables. At times, it is
observed that it has five feet for it is said pancapada
pankti. (Aitareya Brahmana V1.20). The Taittiriya
Samhita (V1.2.2.2) associates the fivefold metre with
the Tanunapat Agni. The Maitrayani Samhita (1.11.10)
refers to a myth associated with a variant of Pa.kti
known as Aksarapankti. It is said that this metre is
conquered by Savit.. The Kausitaki Brahmana (1.3)
comments on the five footed nature of Pankti metre.
It is said that in the re-establishments of the sacred
Agni a purodasa of five potsherds (kapala) is offered.
This corresponds with the five footed Pankti metre
and the sacrifice is five-fold. The Taittiriya Brahmana
(11.7.10.2) relates the five-footed Pankti with the five
seasons. Yudhisthir Mimamsak observes that
pancapada Pankti is rarely found in the Vedas. Dange
says that as the sacrifice is often said to be five-fold
(pankta), the Pankti verses are enjoined in its
performance and thus the latter are said to give support
to the former. This stresses the concept of
rupasamrddha of the sacrifice.

Derivation of Pankti :

The Nirukta and the Daivata Brahmana both
associate this metre with five feet. It is said in the
Nirukta that Pankti is so called because it is related to
five padas (pancabhih padaih panktirityucyate).
RECIE I CH CRIIE o]
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Varieties of Pankti :

1) Satah Pankti (a): It is also known as Satobrhati,
Siddha, Vistara and also Siddhavistara. This metre has
12+8+12+8=40 syllables and four feet.

AT qA9T I WIEd: IR gare|

S FITaar gegd gdiid aad ge:l|

(379 1.36.18)

2) Satah Pankti (b): It is also known as Viparita,
Siddha and at places Vistara. This metre has
8+12+8+12=40 syllables.

g F&: e 99 | 98 A gEeed:|
T a2 AW IS gawd gy Jaga: ||
(FaT 8.46.12)
3) Astarapankti : This metre has 8+8+12+12=40
syllables

g A1 A d 741 & shaHl
AT d T ! [ 91 He 70 e T g9 fael]
(F9E 10.25.1)

4) Prastarapankti : It is reverse of Astarapankti.
It has 8+8+12+12= 40 syllables.

g WeT Purad A& Jehardl did rrarerdl|
U] TSRS A 9 arqesad ||

(g 7. 96. 3.)

5) Sanstarapankti : This has chronologically 12+8+
12+8=40 syllables.
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gy 1 T gema: afa ge aeml|
YT 37T WY Fadald ade garddil|
(F9E 10.172.2.)
6) Vistarapankti : This chandas has 8+12+12+8=40
syllables.

3T 99 24T 991 °ie 9ot~ ordn favrear

FEETH 9TaHT AT 1 gty STy &l
(79T 10.140.1.)

7) Arsipankti : This variety has 12+12+10+10
syllables. Unfortunately, no example is cited.

8) Viratpankti (a) : This chandas has 10+10+10+
10=40 syllables.

= w1 AT A 7 @ AGAT G|
9 @1 IS g 7 @1 g9 auoiEmE ||
(e 8.96.4)

9) Viratpankti (b) : This chandas has three feet
and ten syllables in each foot. No example is seen.

10) Pathyapankti : This metre has eight syllables
and five feet.

hedl Hel Sy 919 o agy oa:|
for e TureRd . HivT Bl 8 eS|
(F9E 1.81.4.)

11) Padapankti (a) : This chandas has five syllables
and five feet.
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12) Padapankti (b) : In this chandas one foot has
four syllables, one has six and three feet have five
syllables each. This metre has a total number of 25
syllables.

13) Aksarapankti (a) : This chandas has four feet
with five letters each (4X5=20).

9T A g TET Fd<H|
T A TH FEH || (FaE 1.65.1.)
14) Aksarapankti (b) : This chandas has 5 syllables

and two feet.
Tel fazmg g gwen| afi seegs

15) Dvipadapankti : This is also known as Virat
Pankti and Dvipada-vistarapankti. It has 12 syllables
+8 syllables =20 in two feet respectively.

16) Jagatipankti i.e., Vistarapankti : This has eight
syllables in six feet i.e. a total of 48 syllables.

qfe a1 wedrdar auu e S|
e Y gl Tl {HY A9
Al d Sdd: addl 9 Had:l| (FaT 8.47.1.)

Tristubh :

Tristubh consists of eleven syllables and four feet
which equals to forty-four syllables. The metre is
understood to correspond with the eleven steps taken
by taken by Adhvaryu from the Garhapatya fire to
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the Ahavaniya fire during the Darsapurnamasa
sacrifice. The Rgveda associates Tristubh metre with
Indra (V.29.6.X.30). This association is to the extent that,
If a mantra in employed in another chandas, it is still
to be understood as Tristubh says Jaiminiya Brahmana
(111. 206). This chandas is regarded to be the symbol of
might and vigour. At the diksa of Soma sacrifice, the
yajya-s and anuvakya-s are in the Tristubh metre. This
metre is a thunderbolt, by this thunderbolt the devas
pushed away the asuras according to Kausitaki
Brahmana (ViI. 2).

As the Tristubh is associated with lordly power,
strength and vigour, there is a possibility that it can be
associated with the Kshatriya varna (Maitrayani
Samhita 1v.4.5). According to Satapatha Brahmana
(V111.1.1.8) it is created from summer season and it
represents south direction (V111.3.1.12). R.Sadashiv-
murthy mentions that in the Aitareya Brahmana, those
who wish to become powerful are advised to perform
sacrifice with Tristubh.

Derivation of Tristubh: The Nirukta and Daivata
Brahmana display identical etymologies. It is
‘stobhati’ which is preceded by “tri’. Tri means ‘well
spread’. It is employed in the act of praising (stobhati).
Hence this is also treated as something praiseworthy.

Tristubh praises the three points of Indra’s weapon
I.e. vajra. Hence it is called Tristubh.
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Varieties of Tristubh:

1) Tristubh : This chandas has eleven syllables
and four feet.

Uar A Eiy a9y a8 %4 T Al e 2
T 97 O el aofesd (a2 JoHmeEl e ||
(F9E 6.17.1.)

2) Jagati Tristubh : The first two padas of this
chandas have 12 syllables each and the third and the
fourth padas have 11 syllables.

g aifore aRvsatT vee g 391g: gRiaETar|
q ATl AATIIId Al TR =gl
(FET 1.162.12)

3) Abhisarini : This chandas has 10+10+12+12=44
syllables.

7 ara foardr ggard: g5 GEEmnerdar SE|
TAfee Ui Joimia fda awafadt argy gl
(39 10.235.)
4) Virat sthana (a) : This metre has 9+9+10+11+ 39
syllables.

RA 9 351 JEFAn: @ia ;. JuT e |
W Tt A @i |9 gemideendgll
(9T 1.89.6.)

5) Virat sthana (b) : This metre has 10+10+9+11=40
syllables.
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g4l gafs w1 Ruvg: =M q & A
Za1 f2 @t adata agga: frear 9 el
(FaE 2.11.1.)

6) Virat sthana (c) : The first foot has 9 syllables,
second foot has 10 syllables, third and fourth padas
have 11 syllables.

7) Virat rupa : The three padas have 11 syllables
each and the fourth pada has 8 syllables. Saunaka and
\Venkakamadhava are of the opinion that the fourth
pada should have eight syllables in it. Thus the metre
Is of 41 syllables. Thus Virat sthana and Virat rupa
Tristubh do not fulfil the number of syllables of this
metre. But, according to Uvata, the commentator of
Rkpratisakhya, this metre is still to be called a variant
of Tristubh because there is a reference from the
Brahmana to this effect.

g an ferTeraT ferTgam |
AT MY AT SRS AT STl ol
e.0. T LTI AEN Jrard: Tl 3 el gad|
BT Jea HIIANT &1 Juid Hierl|
(FaE 3.21.4.)

8) Purastajjyoti (a): This chandas has 8+12+12+
12=44 syllables. There is some controversy in this.

9) Purastajjyoti (b): This chandas has 8+11+11+
11=41 syllables. A suitable example is yet to be found.
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10) Purastajjyoti (c): This chandas has 11+8+8+
8+8=43 syllables. According to Pingala, Rgveda
(1. 173.5.) is an example of this metre.

11) Madhyejyoti (a): This metre has 12+8+12+12=44 or
12+12+8+12=44,

IZ1 g5l A FEEEYY Tdd woas dreaH|

gewtd faem &t oF g9 Ssifaw] sAfmmEgRyH|
(9T 8.10.2.)

12) Madhyejyoti (b) : This chandas has 11+8+11+
11=41 or 11+11+8+11=41 syllables. No example is cited
to this effect.

Madhyejyoti (c) : This is a five-footed chandas
which has 8+8+11+8+8=43 syllables. According to some
scholars like Katyayana this is an example of
Yavamadhya Tristubh .

etfar= R gphor 29 it
TIETal AT AfeerT a1 9 dliee
AT IEh S| (9T 6.48.7.)

13) Uparisthajjyoti (a) : This chandas has
12+12+12+8+44

=TT g&ue fawErs sfedr wedgiy: warga
TATTHT IUAT AT T qr Uil
(9T 8.35.1.)

14) Uparisthajjyoti (b) : This syllabic division of
this metre is 11+11+11+8=41. No example is cited of
this variety.
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15) Uparisthajjyoti (c) : This variety has five feet,
the division of which is 8+8+8+8+11=43.

HATIH FHHAT TEE=H= T 14|

TUSISE [9Ta0 T 9 aREeEE |

g UrHeIa || Fdg fad gad (after)
(g 10.127. 11.)

16) Mahabrhati or Pancapada Tristubh : This
metre has five feet and they are divided as 12+8+8+
8+8=44.

HT aTeh TR S1eay T faasor dadl
ST AN ATGAE g9 & T a1gdl|
(79T 8.35.23.)

17) Yavamadhya : The syllabic division of this
chandas is 8+8+12+8+8=44. Pingala calls this chandas
as Madhye-jyotir-jagati.

Fetar R gphor 2a it
TIETl AT AfeerT &= I dliee
AT IEh SlEre| (FaT 6.48.7.)

18) Panktyuttara or Viratpurva : This metre has
10+10+8+8+8=44 syllables. It is also called Viratpurva
Tristubh.

TSR & 90 g 7 IS ;|
a1 G 2t g ¥ o Ty 29 oy el
(39T 5.86.6.)

19) Dvipada : This metre has two feet with eleven
syllables each.
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20) Ekapada : This chandas has one foot with
eleven syllables. The examples of both these metres
are not cited.

Jagati :

This metre has twelve syllables and four feet which
Is a total of 48 syllables. It figures in the account of
bringing Soma. Jagati was not successful in bringing
Soma, but it succeeded in bringing diksa and tapas.
The Satapatha Brahmana (V1.2.1.30) applauds Jagati
as an all-encompassing metre. It is a fully nourished
metre according to the Tatvya Mahabrahmana
(XX1.10.9). Jagati is allotted to Adityas and Visvedeva-s
during the third pressing of Soma says Aitareya
Brahmana (111.13). This metre is believed to be
connected with the cattle. According to the Taittiriya
Brahmana (111.8.8.4), in the context of the Asvamedha,
there are oblations to forty-eight forms of the horse.
The forty-eight forms are equated with the forty-eight
syllables of Jagati. The horse is jagata i.e. moving in
nature. It belongs to Prajapati. Thus by means of the
Jagati he secures cattle according to Satapatha
Brahmana (XX11.8.3.13). Aitareya Brahmana (1.5) says
one who is desirous of cattle is advised to us Jagati
verses at sacrificial consecration as cattle are
associated with Jagati.

Jagati is connected with the concept of worlds.
Thus in the context of the Pravargya rite in the Soma
sacrifice, it is said that in the third pressing, there
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should be a Jagati in the verses, for as it goes to rest,
all the world (jagat) goes to rest with it (Kausitaki
Brahmana VI1.7). In the same context while dealing
with the Upasads, it is said that for Visnu there are
Jagati verses because, the other world is connected
with Jagati. The sacrificer obtains supremacy over the
higher world. In the Sautramani sacrifice, Jagati is
regarded as the earth and by means of this metre, Soma
IS pressed.

Out of the three classes or varnas, the Vaisya class
which is associated with the Jagati, as cattle are
associated with Jagati.

Derivation of Jagati :

The etymology of Jagati is the same in Nirukta
and Daivata Brahmana. Jagati has speed and motion
i.e. ST A B, oo 2 says Nirukta.

Varieties of Jagati :

1. Jagati : This chandas has twelve syllables and
four padas in it.

TR AT A AR AR Geef: Graaa T4

Favdih! gedi fefaegen gag fawfa waw: g 1|
(9T 5.11.1.)

2. Upajagati : This chandas has 46 letters divided
as 12+12+11+11.

TE THESH T AT 41 1] g9d garaq
H A AR A qed /1 Rur 9 q4l|
(FaE 1.94.2.)



Chandas as Vedanga 61

3. Purastajjyoti (a) : The four padas of this
chandas are divided as 8+12+12+12=44. An example of
this metre is yet to be cited.

4, Purastajjyoti (b) : This metre has five feet, the
syllabic division is as follows: 12+8+8+8+8=44.

5. Madhyejyoti (a) : The feet division of this
chandas is 12+8+12+12=44 0r12+12+8+12=44. No
example is cited of this variety.

6. Madhyejyoti (b) : This chandas is divided into
five feet and their syllabic division 8+8+12+8+8=44.

JH A dg Hdl Thd Fad gl
oTwd o otwe At ad 97 gay I
F&To | THEfE (Fae aiRfare 7+=)

7. Uparistajjyoti (a) : This metre has 12+12+12+8=44.

8. Uparistajjyoti (b): This chandas has five feet
with the division as 8+8+8+8+12=44.

9. Mahasatobrhati alias Pancapadajagati : The
first three feet of this chandas have 8 syllables each
and remaining two have 12 syllables in it.

ST T 9TAT IEd 3H gFA grad &l
Ol eg9 SR SATarasul guT SardT ST guTl|
(T 6. 48.6)

10. Satpada alias Mahapankti (a) : This chandas
has six feet with eight syllables each.
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qfe a1 wedmar a5ur 7 gl
JHTGAT SATH g1 AT e A9E

STHEAl I Sdd: YHddl 9 Had:||

(F9T 8.47.1.)

11. Mahapankti (b): This chandas has 8+8+7+6+
10+9=48
T faumr gty gfd geradr Ie|
qr fag = 70 A1 a9 WEISY 3 Ale &l
YT AY THE|

(de 1. 191. 10)

12. Vistarapankti alias Pravaddhapada : This type
Is seen in Nidanasutra with six syllables and eight
padas 6X8=48. But no example is cited in this text.

13. Dvipada: This chandas has twelve syllables
and two feet.

14. Ekapada: This chandas has one foot and twelve
syllables.

15. Jyotirmati: The Nidanasutra has this variety,
but no description is given regarding this variety
except that it has 40 syllables and the last foot has
eight syllables.

16. These seven chandas are known as the first
heptad or saptaka of chandas. The Jaiminiya
Brahmana (111. 315) has given different names to the
metres based on the number of feet and syllables.
Gayatri is said to be sapada i.e., having three feet,
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each containing even number of syllables. The Tristubh
is called vipada i.e., having eleven i.e., odd number
of syllables in each foot. Jagati is called nanapada
which means having many syllables in its feet. The
Anustubh is anupada as it follows the pattern of
Gayatri. Pankti is atipada because it has five feet.
There are two more heptads of chandas in the Arsi
category.



Chapter 1V
Other metres

Another group of seven metres is also mentioned
in the texts on Chandahsastra. They are known as
Aticchandamsi. They are Atijagati, Sakvari, Atisakvari,
Asti, Atyasti, Dhrti and Atidhrti. R. Sadashivmurthy
observes that these metres have no sub-varieties. The
term Aticchandas is the generic name for the metres
which have more than 48 syllables in them. Atichandas
is eulogised as have encompassed all metres (sarvani

vai chandamsi aticchandah). (waffor T seifa sifdaese:)|

1. Atijagati : This chandas has five feet which have
12+12+12+8+8=52 syllables according to
\Venkatamadhava. If the example given by Uvata is
followed, it goes to 13+13+10+8+8=52 syllables.

T a1 92 Hadl I [aud

gEEd MR waamEg

T STt gead gEred

qad Aeieed gHga a4l (9T 5.87.1.)

2. Sakvari : It has 7 feet and 8 syllables. The
Taittiriya Samhita regards Sakvari to be of seven
syllables. During the Soma sacrifice, Vasativari waters
are accumulated. They are collected on the previous
day and are used the next day for placing the shoots
of Soma. The Adhvaryu takes them from the river or
reservoir by reciting four verses and places them with
three ones. They make seven and the metre Sakvari
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has seven feet. The Taittiriya Samhita mentions that
one overcomes the enemies with the help of Sakvari
chandas (11. 6. 2. 3.).

T S QI g SOl

A4 g A T JEl

1% MY FledT THAEHYT

TR AT gyl (<@g 10.133.1.)

3. Atisakvari : This chandas has five feet with
16+16+12+8+8=60 syllables.
q1eh AT hg=T ATRHTHT aaied
T &I 91 qrfeger foadio:|
aTal Y Tad B ag
9 gEdl &9 99ms 99 351 (FFaE 2.22.3.)
4, Asti : The division of this chandas is 16+16+16+
8+8=64.
Prepgeny Afedr aaier? giagrs
wIad AEAYES W g gerad
H 39 HAIE A6 ®H Had "eMHE
9 gl &9 99ms 99 35| (FFaE 2.22.1.)
5. Atyasti : This chandas has seven feet and
12+12+8+8+8+12+8=68 syllables in it.
4 q el Aaeed @9 7T AradeHd|
T TEAAT WA gal Tt Bl
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g fquifteny afte gifears sqar= afiw:||
(FeE 1.127.1.)

6. Dhrti : There are seven feet in this chandas with
12+12+8+8+8+16+8=72 syllables.

e T9 ARl g4

19T T& & e 7 Aot eafsan gomsr o atfsa:|

AT & TCATY FEsuiE|

ATHTAT A 9 AATHH B 9F aard:||
(9T 1.133.6.)

7. Atidhrti : There are eight padas with 12+12+8+
8+8+12+8+8=76 syllables.

A & el 7 A% giasann

S EREte MR |

ATRGATAGIT, T BRI

3TE W 2YAl gdiedl 98 e wee

T g9 T T | (FaE 1.127.6.)

Another group of seven metres is known as
Krtichandamsi. As mentioned by Saunaka, these do
not occur in the Sakala text of the Rgveda. According
to R. Sadashivmurthy, these formulate the third group
of the Arsi metres. The syllabic strength of these metres
regularly rises up by four syllables in each metre. Krti
Is to be regarded as the next metre to Atidhrti which
has eighty syllables. According to Yudhisthir
Mimamsak, Krtichandamsi are named differently in
the Patanjala Nidana Sutra. The syllabic strength and
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the foot-arrangement of these metres occur in the prose
mantras of the Yajurveda. The examples of these
mantras are given by Pandit Kedarnath in his edition
of the Pingala sutra-s published by Nirnaya Sagar in
1957. R. Sadashivmurthy mentions that the examples
of these metres occur in the hymns composed by seer
Subhesaja in the Rgveda.

1) Krtichandamsi (Sindhu): This metre has 80
syllables in it.

AT W@El @Y @RI @el $had @l a9
HETEYTY TR YT Hel 9™ @l [GHI9H AaEAE
R YIa-d W@el Y9 9qd My @il

(I a9 9. 20.)

2) Prakrti chandas (Salila): It has 84 syllables

T U qUISTETT & H SIS AT ° 9 STTRaed

T URaeEd 9 99 YISl dweael dl 9 F9] q: fhReHl

amigedw FHT fafaracrs w1 fafeorere 7 sfedw:||
(79T 16.46.)

3) Akrti chandas (Ambhas): This metre has 88
syllables in it.

4) Vikrti chandas (Gagana): It has 92 syllables
in it.

T g A §T Hem W @l d gar geeel
SUTHEEI S @MET I &dT [Ieea-an: U @Rl J
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T FHEsE a1 A5 A TEEd R el O gdn: Jres
SUREET gerE W el (FF4= 9. 36.)

5) Sankrti chandas (Arnava) : This metre has 96
syllables.

341 ARA: Raeesd (9) gelaun Jw: Hid: ()

TS ST BT (3) Egergerast a1 (%)

T A AR (v) A9 U T B S (8)

ArgEgdEEt s (9) g Ty asmeEy (¢)

feegear BTy (2) Sga- TgagE T4 91 e a9
T SmeTor 3. 6. 13. (90)

6) Abhikrti chandas (Apas) : This metre has 100
syllables.

gl Al fEsegd (9) 39 gag Igadyd ()
BIARISATEAT (3) 9/ /e avEdM (%) ARTaHiEsesd
(4) ez gomn (8) Al 5o oo (9) gwer &
Feafd) (¢) famer gar sreomn: feer () ARTRREAT &
B REsegg (90) Aam 7 TaRMSTH (99) SHeHurdiqaE
TgaY 9gIT™ g I (92)11 (e 21.58)

7) Utkrti (Samudra) : It has 104 syllables.

SARRAAd: 99 AaHgdl geHdEaH A, e

SIEITE dl4d: 99 A9y TSRy i, 5|

IR Aiaq: 9 TGl JeeIdsaH AhHseH|

IR 2HGd: A gy TSRIaH AwAsEd||

(Igas 9. 10.)
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Apart from these metres, there are five more metres
preceding Gayatri. The Rkpratisakhya has given
names of these metres. They are Ma with 4 syllables,
Prama with 8, Pratima with 12 syllables, Upama with
16 and Samma with 20 syllables. In treatises on classical
Sanskrit Literature, they are known as Ukta, Atyukta,
Madhya, Pratistha and Supratistha.

The regular metres discussed in the chapters earlier
have some variants regarding excess or deficiency in
the number of syllables. The Brahmana texts are of
the opinion that such excess or deficiency does not
matter. The Aitareya Brahmana mentions that na va
ekaksarena chandamsi viyanti na dvabhyam (11.37) (7
1 UshTEru By ferifd | grem). Kausitaki Brahmana
also reiterates the same thought. Excess or deficiency
of one or two letters does not lead to change in the
chandas, but it leads to a variation in it. This has been
addressed in works on chandas. Following are the
variation caused due to excess or deficiency in
syllables:

1) Nicrt : The variation is caused because of
deficiency of one syllable. The example of this
variation is the famous Savitri Gayatri (Rgveda
111.62.10). The first pada has seven letters. Another
example is that of Anustubh (Rgveda 1.10.6). The
second pada has 7 syllables.

2) Virat : When two syllables are less than the
prescribed number of syllables, the chandas is of Virat
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variety. The example is that of Gayatri (Rgveda 1.1.8).
The first and the third padas have one syllable less.
Another example is that of Anustubh (Rgveda 1.10.5.).

3) Bhurik : When one syllable is more than the
prescribed number of syllables, it is regarded as Bhurik.
The example of Gayatri Bhurik is Rgveda (1.15.2).

4) Svarat : When there are two syllables more than
the prescribed number the variant a particular metre
is called Svarat. We have examples of Svarat Anustubh
(Rgveda Vv.52. 94.) and Svarat Brhati (Rgveda V111.1.4).

5) Sankumati : This variant is found in the seven
prime metres. A five syllabic foot and other three feet
representing the number of syllables of their respective
class form a Sankumati. The five syllabic feet may lie
at any place among the four feet. A Sankumati Gayatri
has three six-syllable feet and one five syllabled foot
(Rgveda VI1.16.1.). Sankumati Usnih has 7+7+7+5
syllables (This example is given by Bhavadeva, a
commentator of the Chandahsutra-s). Anustubh has
8+8+8+5 syllables. The example is from Rgveda
1.187.1.). Sankumati Brhati has 9+5+9+9 syllables.
Sankumati Panktih : 10+10+5+10 syllables. Sankumati
Tristubh has 5+11+11+11 and Sankumati Jagati has
5+12+12+12 syllables.

6) Kakudmati/Kakummati: In this type, one foot
Is of six syllables and other feet have same number of
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syllables as prescribed for regular metres. A Kakudmati
Gayatri is formed of 6+8+8 syllables in three feet.
Kakudmati Anustubh has 6+8+8+8 syllablic and foot
arrangement e.g. Rgveda VI1I. 63. 1. Kakudmati Usnih
has 6+7+7+7 syllables. Kakudmati Brhati has 6+9+9+9
syllables. Kakudmati Pankti has 6+5+5+5 syllables.
Kakudmati Tristubh has 6+11+11+11 syllables.
Kakudmati Jagati has 6+12+12+12 syllables.

7) Pipilikamadhya : For this variety, the metre
needs to be of three feet. Out of the three, the middle
foot is expected to have less syllables, thereby it is
narrower than the other two feet. The metre appears
to be of the form of a middle part of an ant which is
narrow in shape.

8) Yavamadhya : This also forms only by three
feet. This is opposite to the nature of Pipilikamadhya.
The middle foot is broader than the two feet.

In Vedic literature, there are references to a term
named ‘Pragatha’ pertaining to metres. This term is
mentioned in Rkpratisakhya, Rksarvanukramani,
Nidanasutra as well as Venkatamadhaviya
Chando’nukramani. Pragatha is a special type of
process in which two rc-s get converted into three or
are sung in a specific manner. This definition has been
given by Jayaditya in his Kasika (1V.2.55).

The Rkpratisakhya (Patala 18) mentions names
and combinations of some Pragathas as follows:
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a) Barhata Pragatha
1) Brhati+Satobrhati = Barhata

T U QT &9 9T HelH|
T el qaadRa Afeds 94 d a4:|
91 d AL /1 SHadl ESTA Hal A1 a9
faen @ 71 sulrife aew a9 ™ el
(79T 1.84. 19, 20)

2) Brhati +Jagati= Barhata
3) Brhati + Atijagati= Barhata
4) Brhati+Yavamadhya (Tristubh)= Barhata
b) Kakubha Pragatha
1) Kakubh+ Satobrhati
2) Kakubh+Siddhavistarapankti
c¢) Anustubha Pragatha = Anustubh +Gayatri+Gayatri
d) Viparitanta= Brhati+Viparita (Pankti)
e) Ausniha= Usnih+Satobrhati
f) Gayatra Barhata= Gayatri+Brhati
g) Gayatrakakubha=Gayatri +Kakubh
h) Pankta Kakubha=Pankti +Kakubh
Gotras, devatas, etc., related to Chandas

There are devatas, gotras, svara and varna
pertaining to different metres. The Chandah-sutras of
Pingala mention the gotras of the primary
chandas (3. 66).
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S. Metre

o

Gayatri
Usnih
Anustubh
Brhati
Pankti
Tristubh
Jagati

No gk wbdE Z

73

Gotra
Agnivesya
Kasyapa
Gautama
Angiras
Bhargava
Kausika
Vasistha

Devata : Rgveda, Rkpratisakhya, Chandahsutras,
etc., make a mention of devatas related with chandas.
The names of gods vary from text to text. The Rgveda
X. 130 gives the following list of gods.

S.No. Metre

Gayatri
Usnih
Anustubh
Brhati
Virat
Tristubh
Jagati

N o bk oo

Gotra

Agni

Savitr

Soma
Brhaspati
Mitravaruna
Indra
Visvedevas

The Chandahsutras follow the same order, replac-
ing Virat by Pankti (3.66).

Svaras: The Chandahsutras of Pingala state the
svaras associated with chandas. Yudhisthir Mimamsak
states the possibility of opening up the chanting of
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metres with the respective svara-s e.g. Gayatri would
open up with Sadja-svara.

S.No. Metre Gotra
1.  Gayatri Sadja

2. Usnih Rsabha

3. Anustubh Gandhara
4.  Brhati Madhyana
5.  Virat Pancama
6.  Tristubh  Dhaivata
7 Jagati Nisada

Colour : The metres are associated with various
colours. There is a slight difference of opinion
between the Chandahsutras and Rkpratisakhya.

S.No. Metre Chandahsutras Rkpratisakhya
1.  Gayatri Sita Sveta
2. Usnih Saranga Saranga
3. Anustubh Pisinga Pisinga
4. Brhati Krsna Krsna
5.  Virat Nila Nila
6.  Tristubh  Lohita Lohita
7. Jagati Gaura Suvarna

* * *



Chapter v
Conclusion

In Vedic sacrificial ritual a mantra embodied in
any chandas plays as an important part. They represent
the desire of the human being to connect the divine
with the mortal existence. Chanting a mantra in a
specific chandas is the articulation of the highest form
of Speech. This specification has got lot of importance
and is associated with various fruits. This specification
Is culminated into a specific discipline called the
‘Chandahsastra’.

Chandahsastra gave rise to a variety of vrttas,
which is a hallmark of Sanskrit prosody employed in
Classical Sanskrit literature. The twenty six metres of
Vedic prosody have become twenty six metrical classes
in the classical prosody. They are divided into two
classes viz; gana vrttas and matra vrttas. These have
been influenced by foot division from the Vedic
Chandahsastra. The avasana or pause in Vedic metre
has evolved into yati in the gana vrttas. However,
measuring the length of the syllable appears to be
unimportant in Vedic literature, but is significantly
important in Classical Sanskrit literature.

The above discussion indicates that Classical
Sanskrit prosody evolved from Vedic prosody.
Classical Sanskrit prosody got poetry from the divine
realms of sacrifice to the mundane human world of
literary beauty. This is how the divine speech became
accessible in the world of human beings.

* * *
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Reference of Nagari Words

Abhikrti
Abhisarini
Aditya
Ahavaniya
Aitareya
Akhyana
Akrti
Aksara
Anustubh
Anuvaka
Aranyaka
Arci

Arsi
Astadhyayi

Astarapankti

Asti
Asuras
Asuri
Asvin
Atidhrti
Atisakvari
Atyasti
Avasana

CISFIESE]
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Bhurik
Bhuri
Brahmana
Brahmi
Brhati

Cand
Chad
Chadamsi
Chand
Chandas

Daksina
Darsapurnamasa
Devas
Devatatmaka
Dhrti

Diksa

Dis

Gana
Gayati
Gayatri
Gosthanah
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Harsata
Hotr
Hrasiyasi
Hrsva

Jagata
Jagati
Jaiminiya
Jajnire
Jyotis

Kakumnyankusira
Kalpa

Kapala

Kathaka
Katyayana
Kausitaki
Krostuki

Krsna

Krti

Ma
Madhyandina

81

qrezifed
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Mahabrhati
Maitrayani
Manusa
Matra

Nagi
Nanapada
Nastarupa
Natyasastra
Nicrt
Nirukta
Nidanasukta
Nisada
Nyankusarini

Pada
Padanicrt
Padapankti
Panini
Pankti
Panktyuttara
Parisista
Pariplava
Parosnih
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Pasu

Patala

Pathya
Pathyapankti
Pipilikamadhya
Pisinga
Prajapatya
Prakrti

Prama

Pranah
Prapatha
Prastarapankti
Pratima
Pratisakhya
Pratah
Purastadbrhati
Purastajjyoti
Purodasa
Purusasukta

Rc

RgVeda
Rkpratisakhya
Rsi
Rupasamrddha

83

RRI
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Sabdatmaka
Sadja
Sakala
Sakvari
Samaveda
Samhita
Samkrti
Samma
Samni
Sankumati

Sanstarapankti

Sapada
Sastra
Satapatha
Satobrhati
Satpada
Sautramani
Savitr
Savitri
Sayam
Sayanacarya
Siddha
Siksa
Sukta
Sutra
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Svarat
Svistakrtah

Taittiriya
Tandya
Tanunapat
Trigayat

Ukha

Unadi
Upama
Upanidana
Upanisad
Uparistajjyoti
Uparistat
Urobrhati
Usniggarbha
Usnih

Ut

Utcrti

Uvata

Varahi
Vardhamana
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Vasativari
Vasistha
Vedanga
Vikrti
Vipada
Virad
Viratpurva
Virya
Visamapada
Visnu
Vistara
Visve
Vrtti
VWyakarana

Vyanjana

Yajamana
Yajna
Yajusi
Yaska
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