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INTRODUCTION

Tamil language is one of the most copious refined, and
polished language spoken by many people in South India and
abroad. The name Tamil signifying ‘sweet’ is a characteristic
of the language. Bhakthi literatures and prabandha literatures
in tamil reveals this truth.

Kalambaham is one of the literary type found in Tamil.
This type belongs to prabhandha literature in Tamil and
Khandakavyam in Sanskrit. Kalambaham always lauds the god
or sage on whom it was sung in about hundred songs of various
metres. It is a kind of prabhandha literature composed of
different kinds of stanzas. It is an important Bhakthi ilakkiyam
in Tamil. Hundreds of Kalambaham literatures are written and
handed over by great Tam!| poets for the post thousand years.

Many Saiva Kalambahams are published while Vaishnava
Kalambahams are very few in number. Thiruvarangak Kalam-
baham, Alagar Kalambaham, Thiruvenkatak Kalambaham are
among them. Now, an unpublished Vaishnava literature,
Navaneetha Krishnan Kalambaham has been edited from a
palmleaf manuscript and published with commentary.

Vishnu is called as Tirumal (meaning the Holy Great one)
for over 2500 years in the Tamil Literary convention. The
Alvar had sung their Nalayira divyap prabandham on Vishnu
enshrined in the various temples all over Tamilnadu. They are
traditionally said to be 108. But yet many more exist,
Veerakeralampudoor Krishnan temple is one among them.
Many Tamil poets had sung many poems on Lord Krishna in
Veerakeralampudoor (Near Thengasi; Tirunelveli District,
South Tamil Nadu) temple. Vannaccharabam Dhandapani
Swamigal had also sung many poems on -this temple and
written in paimleaf manuscripts.

Vannaccharabam Dhandapani Swamigal (22-11-1839—
§-7-1898) was the most eminent poet of the nineteenth
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ceptury. He was saiva ascetic and poet of considerable
eminence, born of vellala parents at Thirunelveli, about
hupdred and fifty years ago. He acquired the reputation of a
poet at an early period of his life. He was noted for compo-
ing poems readily and spontaneously. Besides his main
juvenile productions, he was also the author of hundreds of
others, of which consisting of more than fifty thousand verses
on verious subjects. His original hand written palmleaf
manuscripts are all preserved now.

Eventhough Dhandapani Swamigal was a Saiva poet in
nature he had no bias for cast, religion, creed etc., He was a
great lover of Sri Nammalvar who deserves notice as a poet as
well as one of the twelve Alvars or special votaries of Vishnu.
He also pointed out the fact that the Lord Krishna himself
admirad the poems of Nammalvar (Thiruvaimozhi), which the
Vaishnavas regard equal to the Vedas. Dhandapani Swamigal
was freely able to put into his compositions the great and
immeortal thoughts as well as poetry of Nammalvar and others.
He had submitted his Thiruvarangat Thiruvayiram (thousand
verses in praise of the Lord Sri Ranga.:atha of Srirangam) to
the judgement of the learned assembly of Vaishnavas at
Srirangam temple. In the same way, he had also sung
Thirumalayiram (thousand verses in praise of the Lord Vishnu)
and many other thousands of poems in praise of Thirumal at
various temples in Tamilnadu.

He was a contemporary of Sri lrudayalaya Maruthappa
Dever at Veerakeralampudoor who was a great admirer of
Tamil language and literature. He composed many poems and
the Navaneetha krishnan kalambaham under the patronage of
this Devar. There are 104 songs in this kalambaham in
various metres. All poems are in praise of Lord Krishna.
They are certainly very impressive and sweet.

Some of the Highlights in this Kalambaham are as
follows :—

Vishnu is the Supreme Being who governs all the
functions. s

The name vishnu means the Indweller in all. He is the
protector and the preserver of all. Heis the indwelling
controller of all things and all beings.
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The ten avatharas, descents into the earth or incarnation:
Matsya; Kurma, Varaha, Narasimha, Vamana. Parasurama,
Rama, Balarama, Krishna and Kalki. The stories connected
with these ten avataras,

As Narayana, the Milky Ocean is His abode. The thousand
headed Adisesha is His couch. Garuda is His mount and
banner  Sri (Lakshmi) is His Sakthi, whom he has placed on
His chest. He isof blue complexion. Brahma the creator,
was born out of His naval. The basil leaf is His favourite
flower. His celestial abode is Vaikuntham, also called
paramapadam. The earth or Bhudevi isalso represented as
His consort. A mole on His breast called Sri Vatsam is His
distinguishing mark. Kaustubham, a gem, is worn by him en
His breast. He wields the panchayudha, the five weapons
the conch, chakra, bow, sword and mace.

Devotion and surrender will redeem man and this redemp-
tion is achieved through the Grace of God. God’s Grace is
free and spontaneeus but it cannot be compelled.

The path of devotion and surrender is open to all irrespec
tive of class, caste or sex.

The wearing of the Vishnu mark tirumann, and the leaves
of the basil plant are most valuable.

Chanting of the Lord Krishna’s name is also most effica-
cious in warding off undesirable thoughts and in fixing the
mind on him.

Considering the poems as a whole one cannot but be
impressed by their literary achivement. The literary relish of
the songs and their appeal as aham poems are immense The

songs are easy and pleasent with a remarkable literary tlavour.
Most of the poems give us the most delightful picture of

Krishnavatara.
Almost all the verses, seemto echo words, phrases,
theughts and patterns of the Alvar. The commentary has been

written in the same way and with the help of Nalayira Divyap
prabandham, Bhahavadam and many other Vajshnava

literatures.
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Many good principles enshrined in this Kalambaham wiil
help the readers and be a guidance to them in their struggles
in life. They will give a glimpse of our hallowed and glorious
culture that has cradled innumerable religious systems,
philosophic trends and spiritual movements.

| offer my humble salutions to Lord Venkateswara for
what Helhas enabled me to write the commentary and edit this
work. | am grateful to the Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthanams
for the encouragement in publishing this Vaishnava literature.

My special thanks are due to Sri-la-Sri Sundaraswamigal
of Kaumara matt at Coimbatore for giving me the origina!
palmleaf MSS., of Dhandapani Swamigal and allowing me to
write the commentry and publish the same,

My thanks are specially due to pulvar P. V. Nagarajan for
the help he rendered in going through the commentry and
making the necessary corrections and for the many valuable
suggestions made.

| must express my profound gratitute to my revered Guru
and Prof. Dr.S.V. Sudramanian, former director of Inter-
national Institute of Tamii Studies, Madras who had introduced
me to this field and is always encouraging me to do works
like this.

| desire further to express my gratefulness to Dr
V. I. Subramaniam, the first Vice-Chancellor of Tamil
University and the present Hon Director of International
school of Dravidian Linguistics, Thiruvanatapuram, who had
given me a chance to work in this department and always
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