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4 “ Trom the accounts given in the $rautasiitras at least two
significant features of the ASvamedha may be derived at a glance:
(i) Women in general, and Queens in particuiar, had to play a very
importarnt part in the function. It was compuisory {or the queens to stay
in the sacrificial hall. Their attendants respresented women of different
classes coming from different strata of society. On the horse’s return
to the sacrificial ground, the queens had to conduct everything. When
the horse was killed they had to go around it and observe ceremonial
mourning. Finaly the chief queen had to unite with ihe dead horse.
They had to enter, along with their young female attendants, into an
‘obscence abusive dialogue’ with the priests. (i) The mantras recited
in connection with the Advamedha were all quoted from the Rgveda,
the Taittiriya Samlifa’ and the Vajasaneyl Samhita.

This is a subsequent of the ceremomal, but the original form
may easily be reconstructed from the mantras uftered in connec-
tion with it, especially from the so-called ‘obscene abusive dialogue’
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( V3j.Sam., XX - XXIII) forming part of the mantras. They narrate
an event of the earlier tradition, the original rite itself, which was snb-
sequently mimed in the horse sacrifice. From the evidence furnished by
the Vajasaneyi samhita, it becomes clear that the union of the principal
queen with the dead horse is a relic, or rather a transformation, of an
older ritual, in which a man, evidently a priest, had to play the part of
the horse and, after his ceremomal intercourse with the queen, he was
probably put tc death. This sexual intercourse between the priest and
the queen is significantly brought in relation to the act of sowing in the
field:”
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