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FOREWORD

It gives me great pleasure to write a foreword to the
book entitled 'Tiruppan Alwar's Amaianadipiran A study' so
nicely brought out by Sri B.Dhananjayan. M.A., M.Phil.,
Research Schotlar, Department of Tamil, Sri Venkateswara
University, Tirupati.

it is welt known that Bhakti Literature, particularly soul-
stirring hymns of Alwars - abounds in Tamil language. It was
during the 9th century Acharya Sriman Nathamunigal, who
rediscovered and codified the four thousand hymns of
Alwars, propagated them among the masses.

Since the advent of Sri Ramanuja in the 11th century,
there was a great impetus in the dissimination of Alwars'
hymns in writing Manipravala commentaries by
Purvacharyas. This exercise of writing commentaries
attained entireness during the 13th century when Acharya
Periyavachchan Pillai wrote commentaries for all
prabandhams. For centuries, the tradition of giving
discourses, Kalakshepams and writing articles on Alwars'
hymns by Ubhaya Vedantic scholars is in continuous
process, creating awareness among the people.

it was during 1970 the Sri Venkateswara University,
Tirupati, has first introduced Vaishnava Literature as an
optional paper at the M.A. level in the Department of Tamil.



This paved a way to do research on Alwars hymns and its
commentaries by a number of scholars.

it is note worthy to mention that Prof. N. Subbu
Reddiar, the then Professor of Tamil, S.V. University, first
did doctorate on the topic entitle ‘Religion and Philosophy
of Nalayira Divya Prabandham with special reference to
Nammalvar' in 1977. Following him, few scholars including
myself did research on Vaishnava Literature.

Sri B. Dhananjayan is the product of Tamil Department,
Sri Venkateswara University, evinced keen interest and
devotion in learning Vaishnava Literature for years together
and chosen the topic entitle Tiruppanalwar's Amalanadipiran
- A study’, for his M.Phil. Degree in 2000.

Amalanadipiran. consisting of 10 hymns, was
composed by Tiruppan Alwar, in praise of Lord Ranganatha
of Srirangam. Great Acharyas - Periyavachchan Pillai,
Alagiya Manavala Perumal Nayanar and Vedanta Desika
wrote cornmentaries for this prabandham. In thig connection,
he assiduously studied the three commentaries under my
guidance and brought out the thesis which later become in
a book form and recognised by the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams to get financia! aid for its publication.

This book consists of five chapters covering the life
and work of Tiruppan Aiwar, commentaries for the
prabandham; the techniques of commentators; religious
doctrines and beauties of Lord Ranganatha.

Narrating the life and works of Tiruppan Alwar, the
author has rightly established the greatness of Tiruppan
Alwar as spoken by Amudanar, Bhattar, Manavala
Mamunigal and other Acharya's and the place of this
prabandham in Nalayira Divya Prabandham, in Chapter I.

The Chapter Ii explains the origin of Commentaries
for Vaishnava Literature, besides the author distinguishes
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Vedanta Desika's 'Munivahana Bhogam' with that of other
two commentaries of Periya Vachchan Pillai and Nayanar.

Sri B. Dhananjayan has taken painstaking effort in the
critical study and explanation of its techniques applied in
the commentaries which gives clarity in the experience of
Tiruppan Alwar on Lord Ranganatha, in chapter iii.

The author has unearthed the Rahasyatraya -
Tirumantram, Dvaya and Charamasloka from the
commentaries of Pillai and Nayanar and presented lucid
explanation in the text. He elicited the elaboration of
Tirumatra in the ten hymns as explained by Vedanta Desika,
apart from showing 15 exuberant qualities of Lord shown in
the first hymn by Desika.

The narration of Divya Mangala Vigraha of Lord
Rangantha from Tiruppadam to Tirumudi as seen by
Tiruppan Alwar is a feast to the readers.

| congratulate Sri. B. Dhananjayan for his effort in
bringing out his thesis in a book form and wish him to do
many more research on Vaishnava Literature.

This book must find a place in the shelves of University
Libraries Research -Centres, and in the hands of those
devotees who visits 108 Divya Desas, particularly Srirangam
and gain in knowing the exuberant qualities and beauties of
Lord Rangantha as spoken by Purvacharyas.

Date ; 1.12.2001 M. Varadarajan

Place: Tirupati
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