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and destroy the sinful enemies. The utterance of the names, forms
and powers of these Divine wecapons puts to flight Grahas and
Bhutas.

In the Narayana Varma Mantra, the Grace of the powerful
Garuda, the embodiment of Soma hymns and Vedic songs, and
of Viswaksena is invoked. For. Sri Hari's namcs, forms.
wcapons and vchicles protect our thought, mund, hcart, bicaths
and senses from all dangers. Protection from the omniscient and
glorious Lord is to be sought for all means.

Indra. who learnt this Mantra from Viswaiupa. conquered
the Asuras in battic, and cnjoyed the royal fortunes of the threc
woilds. Pcople who devoutly lcarn, or repeat, or at least listen
to this Mantra will get over all {fcar.

Viswarupa is killed: Vrithra is born.

Though Viswarupa was the Guru of Devas in place of Biihas-
pathi. he had his own bias for Asuras duc to his love for his mother.
who was of Asuric family. So. though he offered the entire sacri-
fices openly to Indra. Agni and so on. he gave a share of the offer-
mmgs under cover to Asuras. This pretended righteousness and
double game, enraged Indra, who cut off the three heads of Viswa-
rupa and endcd him. The hecad with which Viswarupa drank
Soma became Kapinjala bird: that used for drinking liquot became
Kalavinka bird; and other with which he ate food became Tittiri
bird. The killing of the Brahmana with his hands. subjected
Indra to the sin of Brahmahatya.

The Joss of Viswarupa pained his father Twasta intensely.
and he poured offerings into the fire for Indra’s destruction.  From
the sacrificial fire, rose a dreadful spiit, of fierce cyes, holding a
brilliant trident, roaring aloud and shaking the earth with his foot.
Day by day, he grew in size wonderfully, as it to swallow the wholc
sky. lick up the stars and devour the three worlds.  He had terrible
tusks and was a terror in all the ten directions. Twashta named
the spirit Vrithra, as he could cover the worlds with darkness.

The Devas, in vain, tried to fight their new ¢nemy Vrithra.
as hc was swallowing up all the missiles hurled at him. Mouch
disappointed, they prayed to the Supreme Lord for protection thus:

“ We pray to You, who are the Highest Overlord to whom
Brahma, Yama, Vayu, Varuna, Agni, Akasa and Bhu reverently
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pay their humble homage. You are unlimited by conditions, and
are perfect in your own rcahisation.  May You mercifully protect
us from the wrath of the dreadful Vrithra. Etermal You are,
and through Your Mercy and powcr, and Avatara among gods,
Rishis. human beings and even animals. You have protected us,
when badly beaten and harassed by cnemies. You are the once
Lord. Pradhana, Purusha and all, fit to be resorted to as the asylum.
Protect us and bestow on us, Your devotees, happiness.”

Thus prayed to. the Lord revealed Hiumsclf, wielding Sankha,
C hakra, Gada and Padma.  Hoe was waited upon by sixteen persons
ke unto Hiascif, but without Srnvatsa and Koaustubha,  His
cyes were hhe the autumn full-blown lotus. and the gods were
overjoyed at the sights and fell prostrate. and ~slowly rising, offered
thus therr praises to the Lord, who was the haghost goal to be
reached-

“The Tord v the ommpotent Vasudeva, the First and the
Supreme Person, ost powertul, auspicious and merciful, of highest
bliss and pure intelhigence. The creation v His sport. He has
nothung to depond on, and no help to eypect from any. By His
own wiit, He croates, preserves and destroys this universe of Satva,
Rajas and o was. He debights by Hhimsclf, unagitated in His
andicnnished and unaffected spirtual essence. He s the absolute
Lord of infimite and excellent attnibutes. Maya i~ His will, but
He is untouched by Mayu.  He s the ruler of all: He is the essence
of everyvthing: and He s in everything,  He s the intimate friend
ot all bongs and the Antaryamin of all.  He cures the mascries
in the hearts of bemngs by Hin bright, charming., soothing and
smiling, looks. The sweet accents from his hps are real drops of
nector. The ~hade of His lotus-like feet refresh His devotees
from the fatugue of Samsara. Hece 1 the abode of unlimited
bliss, the scer of all, the dweller in every heart, to whom the Devas
praycd for protection from Vrithra, who was swallowing the worlds
and overpowering therr race.”™

The Lord was pleased with the chernishing devotion to Him,
directed Indra to go to Rishi Dadhyan. and beg ot him his body,
which was very strong by virtue of his Yoga, austeritics and Tapas.
The Rishi was a realised soul, who had taught a sacred Mantra
to Aswins, who attained unmortality thereby. Dadhyan of

(183)
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