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ABOUT THIS BOOK

Srikalahasti is an ancient place mentioned extensively in
Puranas. The enchanting Kailasa Peak, the north-flowing
Swamamukhi and the Swayambhu Vayu Linga make this place
unique. its historical background runs to ages and it has been
sung by Saivite Saints like Appar, Sambhandar, Manickavasagar
and Sundarar.

Srikalahasteeswara is an ocean of mercy who
unhesitatingly grants boons to His devotees. There are several
legends about this place; one of which states that the nameless
and formless Easwara blessed a spider, a serpent and an
elephant by assuming symbols of their forms and accepting their
names. The crude form of worship by a hunter was ignored and
the depth of his devotion alone was taken into account resuting
in his being given the highest place. A lady named Neela was
redeemed from a ghost which haunted her. The poet Bheema
regained his speech, the celebrated Tamil Poet Nakkeerar's
dreaded disease was cured and the Andhra Kavi Dhurjati
gained tranquillity — and all of them sung in praise of the Lord
in exquisite poetry. There are many more legends.

As centuries rolied by, the temple rose with majestic walls,
imposing towers and inspiring sculptures. The Pallavas,
Tondamans, Cholas, Yadavas, Vijayanagar Kings and
Nattukotai Chettiars were the builders. Pallava carvings in
Kailasagiri and Nataraja Rangasthala exhibit very rare bas-reliefs.

Among the Panchabhuta Kshetras, it is dedicated to
element of Vayu and among the Navagraha places, it is
dedicated to RAHU and KETU. The present administration is
doing its best to provide facilities to the thousands of pilgrims
visiting this place. Special arrangements are made for Sarpa
Shanti to the devotees seeking relief from the evil effects of
Rahu and Ketu. i

The efforts of Smt. Pavani Valli Satyam, hailing from the
reputed Sabhapathy family ot this place, in bringing out this
book in Tamil, with devotion and authority, are commendable.

SRIKALAHASTI MAHIMAI (Tamil) Price Rs. 25
By Smt. Pavani Valli Satyam
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