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DR. K. VENKATASUBRAMANIAN, MA.B1 BT.AD.

FORMER VICE CHANCELLOR,
CENTRAL UNIVERSITY, PONDICHERRY

Residence :
2, JUDGE JUMBULINGAM ROAD,
MYLAPORE, MADRAS - 600 004. PHONE : 848656 15.3.98

FOREWORD

Chevaliar Lion Professor Dr. R. Ramanujam is an old
friend of mine for whom ! have the highest regard. He is
a scholar on his own right and his briliiant books on *“Sri
Vaishnava Thought™', have iluminated the horizons of divine
knowledge. His description of the Sri Vaishnava holy places
with their historical background simply fascinates the reader
I am a keen reader of all the classics of Dr. R. Ramanujam

His present book on ‘Mahakavi Baktha Surdas’ is one
more flower in the gariand weaved by the author abou! the
greal savanis. This book wriltcn as a drama cnchants the
reader as it brings out in bold relief the depth of scholarship
and breadth of devotion of the author.

The Lifc of Sri Mahakavi Baktha Surdas is a saga of
sacrifice and dedication.

Though Sri Surdas was outwardly blind his inner eye
was flashing and he was ablc 1o sing his own poctry and
Vallabachariar the all knowing saintly person scts on a voyage
to discover Sri Surdas to take him as a discipic.

Lacking forma! Education Sri Surdas was ablc to walk
beyond the mere commidors of an ordinary school into the
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realms of Real devotional knowledge. Krishna Sarithram as
told by his Guru enthralls the blind poet and Singer.

The Drama speaks of Akbar the great, the famous
singer Tansen and how the famous Haridas takes him in to
his fold. The Drama dwelis on the great Meera Bai of
Chittoor, Rajasthan also.

The mystic story of Raga deepak if sung properly will
consume the singer inflames is claboratcly dealt with in this
fascinating drama. How Tansen attempts to sing this Raga
which makes ponds and rivers heated and affects everybody
around including man and beast by a heat wave is very
meticulously brought ouwl. Later by simging Mcga raga
showers come and Tansen had to stop Decpak by order of
Haridas. This incident brings very succintly the power of
music of the Masters like Surdas, Maribiroopa, Haridas,
Tansen elc.,

In the sanctum sanctorum of sri Navamohana Krishna
the blind devotee was able to actually see Krishna, Rukmani
and Satyabhama, a feat not possible for people with mundane
eyes. Surdas and Lord Krishna's consort satyabhama had to
be born in this world as a blind man and as a scrvant maid
in misery becausc of a curse.

After the curse was over a light comes from the sky
and Sri Surdas and devi satyabhama get immersed in the holy
light and go back to their original places in heaven.

This outstanding book on Sri Mahakavi Baktha Surdas
will definitely place the author professor Dr. R. Ramanujam
among the front rank Dramatists.

X



The author's deep devotion is reflected in every line
of the book and we are deeply indebted to the awthor for
offering this inspiring drama to the public.

We have to place on record our deep sense of
appreciation for the author in giving as a book of a very high
order. We have to thank the Sri Tirumalai Tirupethi
Devasthanams for their financial assistance and also the
Tirunelveli South India Saiva Siddama publications for
bringing out this book in excellent form.

(5d)
(Dr. K. VENKATASUBRAMANIAN)
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ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY
Diober, Kndviys Slindl Shiluhan Masiel

Date: 9-5-95
FOREWORD

I have great pleasure in writing the ‘Foreword’ to the book
entitled, **MAKAKAVIBHAKTHA SURDAS"’. a Tamil drama,
suthored by Prof. R. Ramanujam.

Surdas is one of the most popular poets in Hindi literature.
His importance in Hindi is next only to Tulasidas. His *Sur Sagar’
is adjudged as one of the world classics. He has described the
feeling of affection in detail and elevated it to the status of a
separate sentiment, He is known as the ‘Father of Braj literature’.
Braj is a sweet dialect of Hindi which is spoken in and around
Agraand Mathura. He composed and sangsongs in praiseof Lord
Krishna. He is an ardent Krishna devotee. His works have
attracted the attention of the * Scholars and the lay-men® alike. Sur
Sagar is translated into many Indian and foreign languages.
There is obscurity about the life-period of Surdas. The latest
opinion is that Surdas was born around Samvat 1530 (1473 A.D)
and died around Samvat 1640 (1583 A D). There is a difference
of 57 years between Samvat and A.D. So, he lived for more than
hundred years. It is generally held that Surdas lived in and around
Mathura. He wrote Sur Sagar in the Sreenath temple of Govardhan.
Surdas wasblind. He was not blind by birth. He became blind only

xi



in his old age. He is said to have written about twenty four books,
the most important among them being the three viz. Sur Sagar,
Sur Saravali and Sahithya Lahari. Sur Sagar contains a total
number of 4,936 poems in twelve Skandhas. Sur Sagar is very
much based on Sanskrit Bhagawat. But, it is ncither a truc nor an
independant translation of the Sanskrit work. The poet has added
several independant stories in Sur Sagar which are not found in
the original Sanskrit source. He has exhibited his originality and
imaginative powers and extra-ordinary genius in writing the Sur
Sagar. For instance, there is no mention of Radha in the Sanskrit
work. But, Surdas wrote claborately on Radha and immontalised
herlove. His ‘Bhramar-Geet” (Black bee-songs) isan independant
and a little contradictory to the *Uddhav-Gopi-Samvad® of the
Sanskrit work. In the Sanskrit work, the gopikas accept the advice
of Uddhav. But, in the Sur Sagar, they do not pay hoed (0 his
advice. Their Sagun Bhakthi dominates and conquers over the
Nirgun Bhakthi of Uddhav.

Prof. R. Ramanujam is a well known Tamil Scholar who
always championed the causc of the unity of our country, free from
the shackles of rcgionalism, linguism and communalism. He
advocates the doctrine of integral religious beotherhood and
peace. He believes in the onencss of God. For him, the whole
Universe constitutes onc family (i.¢) Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
To propagate these valuable idcals he took his pen to wnite the
present drama on Surdas in Tamil. He has been very successful
in translating the divine songs of Surdas into Tamil The
characters in the drama are very much alive and the visual-stage
presents a panoramic look of a modern theatre of Art. He has made
use of his own imaginative skill in presenting the love cpisode of
Surdas. His Surdas, afier facing the failure in love, turns his*
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attention from the mortal to immortal and thus finds a place
among the greatest, Swami Vailabhacharya was his Guru who
initiated him into Krishna devotion. This drama presents scveral
eloquent dialogues of the teacher and the disciple in the back-
ground of Indian Culture. The author has made use of history and
fiction to his advantage and brought in the characters of Akbar
and Tansen into his drama. When the songs in Deepak and
Mathar ragas are sung in the Court of Akbar, the readers merge
themselves into the scenes of the drama in a mood of ecstacy and
sclf-forgetfulness. The author has biended mystery, music,
poctry, wonder and devotion whilc presenting Akbar, Surdas,
Tulasidas, Tanscn and Mcera Bai together in Brindavan.

The author strove hard to establish that there is no
fundamental difference between the Hindu, the Muslim, the
Christian and the Sikhof this country. His message isto propagate
good human relationship and respect for human dignity. He is
more than successful in highlighting these lofty ideals through
the characters and cpisodes of his drama. The drama as such is
fast-readable, quiet-absorbing. thought-provoking, tear-trigger-
ing, deeply devotional, highly imaginative, message-oriented
and above all a good picce of Tamil literature which contains
subtle expressions and mellifluent lyrics.

Tam very happy to congratulate Prof. R. Ramanujam on
his literary accomplishment and wish that he should pen many
more works of this kind.

Dr. Abamad Hussain,
Professor and Head
DEPARTMENT OF HINDI
ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY,
ANNAMALAI NAGAR, Tamil Nadu
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AN INTRODUCTION ABOUT THE
TAMIL DRAMA
MAHAKAVYI BHAKTHA SURDAS

(A Great Devotee of Sei Krishna, 3 Great Hindi Lyricist and
the Author of “SURA SAGAR™)

Mahakavi Bhaktha Surdas is one of the Greatest Hindi Poet
in India. He was blind by birth, but he sung severnl devotional
songs and Bhajans on Sri Krishna out of Bhakthi as he could see
Sri Krishna with his eyes of Gnana.

He is the one who made the Indians to realise Radha's Love
towards Krishna, through his songs. He lived during 15th century
and lived tll his 102nd age, which was full of Bhokthi. His
Bhakthi life has some relevance with the Krishna Avatar. His Sura
Sagar has 4936 Kavithas in it. His Bhajanavali is being sung by
the dévotees of S Krishna, throughtout India il date.

Scholars and Emine Persons in Literature and Kavitha are
of the opinion that, if the Lyrics of Surdas are compared they will
be like Sunlight, whercas Tulsidas's and Koswamy are like
Moonlight and Keshavaraya's like Stars on the Sky.

Practically speaking, Mahakavi Dhaktha Surdas was illier-
ate. Sri Vallabacharya Swamy from South India, gave him Decksha
(Initiation) of Gnana and with the Grace of Sri Krishaa, he began
to sing songs.

Tulsidas, Rokhdas, Bhaktha Mecra are those who lived during
the period of Surdas. His Krishna Gona, had some mimculas
effect, which pulled the people of other religions sowards him. He
was nol only a poet, but also a singer.



He lived during the period of Mogul Emperor “‘Akbar’.
Tansen was the Mahakavi in Akbar's Sabha. Tansen was laken
away by Surdas’s Krishna Gana. Tansen invited Surdas to Akbar's
Durbar and honoured him, by making him to sing Krishna Gana
before Akbar. Akbar's heart started melting out of Bhakthi when
be heard it. Such was his position when he heard the Bhajans of
Bhakta Mcera. He was also allowced o enter the ‘Harem' of
Akbar's Palace, where men are oot allowed and sing his Bhajans
before the women at Harem, because he was blind. This was a
great success for Sri Krishna Bhakthi and for Sri Vaishnavam.

People in South India are not much aware of Mahakavi
Bhakths Surdas’s History. Thus, this drama is written on the
background of history as well as Sri Vaishnava Bhakihi. This
dmama also highlights, how Sri Vaishnavam.is serving the human-
ity beyond caste, creed and religion.

1 am proud to publish the biography of Mahakavi Bhaktha
Surdas in the form of Drama, as he and his lifc of Krishna Bhakihi
is a boon 10 people of all walk of life. It is also 10 be noted that
Swami Vivekananda was also merged in the lyrics of Surdas.

Tn this Drama, Bhajanavali Songs of Surdas in Hindi, has
been transiated into Tamil and presenicd (0 the readers which
belps the Tamilians’ to understand his Bhakti towards Sri Krishna.

The words that were uitered by Sri Krishna that, **Jeevatma
cannot become Paramaima at any rcasons” during the previous
birth of Bhakin Surdas, is the hasic philosophy of this Drama and
this the Philosophy of Sri Vaishnavas' **Vishistatvaidam."'
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MAHAKAVI BHAKTA SURDAS
SYNOPSIS OF THE DRAMA

The Temple Bell Rings. Swami Vivekananda, Sister Nivedita
and few of his disciples come out of 2n Ashrm. At that time, &
Gujanathi disciple picads to Swami Vivekananda to visit his house
for 3 party.

Vivekananda participates in the party. A Dasi performs 2
dance programme before Swami Vivekananda. His face was shrunk
because of the lyrics and the sexy dance. But later on he under-
stands the inncr meaning of the song and enjoys it Lill the end.
The song was composed by Surdas on Sri Krishna.

Surdis had attaincd wealth by way of Astrology. Haviag lost
his eye sight, he leaves with all his wealth 10 his home village,
Samvel, and handover everything to his (ather und then sets on
the Divine path with the idea of becoming a sage.

Blind Surdas, who lacked cducation, but giftcd with the
talent of singing his own poetry, gocs from one house to another
begging in Mathura. In the meantime, Vallabhacharias, who pos-
sesscd the Divine Power of Visualising cverything, visualises
Surdas. He sents away all his disciples and scts out in search of
Surdas. Vallabhachariar méets Surdas under a iree, pathatically
singing with most dcfection towards his life in poverty and intro-
ducing himself to Sundas, and accepts him as his disciple and
impasts spiritual instructions, onc among which is the entire Krishna
Sasitham. Later on, Vallabhachariar takes Surdas to the threshold
of Sri Krishna's tempie at Gokulam. There he sings before the
Deity by playing music in his Thambura.
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As instructed by Vallabhachariar, Surdas dingling dangling
reaches the Sanctum-Sanctorsm of Navamohana Krishna where
Surdas is able to sce with his blind eyes the deities - Navamohana
Krishna, Rukmani, Sathyabiamaa, afier which surdas becomes
bling again, but he realiscs that he had attained the power of
feciting poetry with musical thythms which seem 10 flow from bis
mouth like shower of Mlower petals. Hence he had egperienced the
Divine please from the vision of Navamohana Krishna in his eyes,
and his imaginatiaon that Kannan had been born in his eyes, he
starts singing in praise of the eve of Kannan's birthday, which
Maohakavi Surdas sings beautifully without any musical instru-
ments, yet one could hear the sound of Veena, played by Saraswati,
the Goddess of Music, and the sound of Kanjara, played by Lord
Ganesh, the heart rendering flute music played by Murali Manohar
and the sound of the rhythmic payal emitting from the dances of
the Apsaras of the hcaven. By this, Surdas moved with high
devotional emotions, falls down, when Vallabhachariar lifts him
and puts him on his lap.

Later at Moghul Emperor’s Court, Akbar, the Emperor of
that limes, gives a land as gift 1o Ramdas, a follower of Gurunanak
for the construction of a Gurudwara, Emphasis is given here to
show that Akbar, the Emperor of Moghul Kingdom, strived for
National Inicgration, religious tolcrance and brotherhood in the
Community.

Mahukavi Surdas’s mecting with Valiabhachariar and his
preachings about the incarnation of Sri Krishna, taken by the
Divine person, and the grusi of a lady taken by Chaitanya Prabhu,
Radha’s implicit love, Gopiar's relation with Sri Krishna and
Tulasi’s story and the meaningful bhajans of Mahakavi Surdas are
also included in the Drama at appropriate place.
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Tanscn who was crowned with the title of *Mahakavi’ by
Akbar the Moghul Emperor is considered as one among the nine
gems of Akbar's Court and he had set an example of relighous
tolerance. He was also considered as one among Akber's trusted
friends. Akbar could wake up only when Tansen sings and could
slecp only when he sings for him. Since Akbar was incxpticably
impressed by Tansen, he hod presenied him his sword and a
necklace studded with pricelcss precious diamonds which were his
ancestral properties. Once when Tansen was ynconsciously sing-
ing in Akbar’s Court, two of the other Singers in the Count had
stolen the priceless diamond studded ncckiace from Tansen's
neck, which he ncver knew. They were Surajkhan and Chandkhan.
Later both of them reported to Akbar that Tansen had sold away
the precious diamond necklace which was gificd by Akhas. Thus
the cordial relation between Tansen and Akhar had 2 stake, re-
sulting in Akbar's imposing 2 condition that Tansen should not
enter his Durbar without the necklace. So he keaves for Reva near
Gwalior, where he met King Ramachander and cxplained his
plight and sang in his praise. King Ramachander was intoxicaled
by Tansen’s song, and in appreciation he presented a poir of shoes
which was studded with costly precious diamonds and sent Tansen
off on a Pallanquin.

Tanscn prescntcd the shocs to Akbxy in retum 1o his dismond
necklace. Meanwhile, Surajkhan and Chandkhan, realiscd thelr
mistake and returned the necklace to Tansen, saying that they did
it to boost the actual worth of Tansen.

As Tansen eniered Akbar's Durbar, he stants singing Ragg
Thirupalli, which would wake a siceping child. Akbar was enlighi-
ened with this and peaised Tanscn that his taled is so great that
there is no one cqual to him. But Tarscn iclls Akhar that there
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was yet another Mahakavi than him. He is Surdas, who deserves
all praises than him.

Tanscn goes o Brindavan to meet his Guru Haridas. There,
the history of Tansen’s youth period is mentioned. Tansen’s parent
Muckchand was a rich poct and singer had no issues for a long
time. With the Blessings of Saint Mohammed Khasim, Tansen was
born to them. Young Tansen, who lacked education used to wander
in the Jungles and at the foots of the mountain admiring the
beautics of nature, singing like birds and growling like animals.
Haridas happened to pass through the foscst with his disciples
mects Tansen, who had virtually frieghtencd Haridas by his grow!-
ing and snarling, but was ablc to undersiand that every sound and
noise Tanscn cmiticd was so sweet and rhythmic, that it created
a Sur or Raag. As such Haridas takes Tansen with him to Brindavan
with the pcrmission of his parents and imparts all his knowicdge
of music to Tanscn. Thereby Ilaridas creates o Mahakavi in Tansen.

- Tanscn entcrs indo a decp argument with Akbar, pertaining
to the mimculous powers of Raagas of music and that during his
explanation to Akbar about the Deepak Raag, he says, “If the
singcr sings this Raag with devotional cmolions and strictly adhere
lo the regulations of music, at the end of the song the singer would
become o victim of flames and um 10 ashes. Bul Akbar would
not belicve this due to which Tansen had vowed that he would
sing this Raag himsell in the Dusbar. On the contrary, Akbar
having objected though that he would not allow such a venamous
trial in his Durbar. Ilcnce Tansen who wanted 10 keep-up his word
of Honour at Akbar's Durbas, scis out 1o gel the biessings of his
Gury Huwidas. In the mean lime a disciple of Haridas, *Maibirupa’
amives in a Pallanquin and gets the blessings of Haridas. He
introduces her to Tansen and asks Bairvpa 0 come over w
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Brindavan and stay with him for fifieen days before the inaugu-
ration of Deepak Raag. She agrees and jeaves. Tansen tells his
Garu that he would like to hear the Mahakavi Surdas sing, inspite
of ihe fact that he was blind, and as desired both the Gurv and
Tansen leave.

Surdas is seated in the open yard of the temple of Sl Nadar
st Goverdhan, surrounded by his followers, enguifed in docp
thoughts and devotion, singing the Raag Sursagar and other cou-
plets. As Surdas is busy in singing, one of his disciples is busy
in writing down (he lyrics of the songs on palm leafs with a nail.
Tansen and Haridas amive ot that time and hear Surdas’s songs
which he was singing deeply immersed in himself and they could
also hear the music of the musical instruments and the sound of
the payal. Haridas introduces Tansen 10 Surdas and secks his
Blessings for the safety from the vesamous result of ‘Deepak
Raag’. Because Haridas considers that Surdas Blessings from his
benevolent tongue would positively bear fruit for Tansen. Further,
Haridas promises Tansen that he and Bairupa would be present
at Akbar's Durbar for the inaguration of the Deepak Raag and
gives Tansen a send off. With this, Akbar and Tansen attend in
disguise the Bhajan programme of Princess Meera. Akbar presents
bis costly necklace to Mee in appreciation. Having known that
Akbar had come in disguise, Meera's husband Kumbarana the
Prince of Chittoor suspects his wife's character and ill treats her.
With the Broken Heast, Mecra leaves on a walking expredition
towards Brindavan. When Akbar comes 1o know about this, he
warns Kumbarana for having insuiicd him. Then he brings Meera
and keeps her in his safe castody, considering her as his sisier and
threstens Kumbarana to dectare was oa Chitoor, if Kumbarans had
violaed bis waming.
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Akbar goes (o pilgrimage to Ajmeer with Tansen wighes o
0 % Brindavan on his return in disguise (o see Bhakia Meem.

" After Tansen had become one of the Minisiers in Akbar's
Court tums towards Divinity, praises Tulsidas, who had sung
Ramsarithamanas. He (clis Akbar that he would be going 1o
Brindavan (0 see Surdas. He also tells Akbar that he would inagurate
the Deepak Rang, afier his Ajmeer Pilgrimage.

At Srinadar Temple of Govardhan, devotecs of Surdas dis-
cuss about Bhakia Mecra's jouney to Brindavan on foot and about
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu who had peerless faith in Gopias. Tulsidas
and Surdas meel each other. After meeting Surdas, Tulsidas be-
comes a strong devotce of Sriram. Later Tulsidas and Surdas along
with their circle of devotees sct out to Brindavan to meet and hear
the Bhajans of Bhakta Mecra. Further at Brindavan, Bhakia Meera
along with her devotees discards the blind faith of fanatisism,
dance and sing in praise of onc and the only God. Amongst the
crowd of devotees, Empcror Akbar, Tanscn, Surdas and Tulsidas
were also present, enjoying her Bhajans.

At a common Open Ground, where Emperor Akbar, Royal
Princess, all the Ministers, and other guests were seated, there
Tansen is scated on a specially made decorative platform. First
Akbar and then Tansen explain to the courtiers cenain implica-
tions, before Tansen commences to sing the Deepak Raag. Dusing
the song people experience hot breeze blowing, the tree, plants,
stems, leaves and the flowers blackening and slowly dropping
down. Water in the lakes and nearby ponds start heatening vp, due
© which the birds fly very high towards the sky. Emperar Akbar
had a shock, gets up from his dias finds that the rose in his hand
had been bumt and the petals shattered. So much moved by the
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incident, Akbar weils Tansen 10 stop singing with the fear that
Tansen would aiso be burnt to ashes. Unaware of the orders from
the Moghul Emperor Tansen coutinues singing. Just then Haridas
snd Maribiroopa enter the assembly and orders Tansen 0 stop
singing. He immediately stops singing and swoons and falls down.
The mass that was assembled run hither and thither unable 1o bear
the heat. To bring the atmosphere to normal, Haridns secks per-
mission from Akbar on behalf of Maibirupa to sing the Mega
Raaga, which would help to cool down the atmosphere. Akbar
gives permission and she sings Maga Raag. The entire audience
experience a cool breeze setting in and gradual formattion of dark
clouds and the rin starts pouring in. Despite the atmospheric
changes, there scemed to be no improvement in Tansen's bhealth
condition, as he had the burning sensalion within him. Akbos
" ssmmous his Royal physicians who took months 10 cure Tansen.
Haridas had saved his disciple. So Hafidas and his disciple
Maibirupa takes leave from Akbar and gocs to Brindavan.

After complete recovery, Tansen is invited to the Emperor
Akbar's Durbar with Royal respects. Akbas awaits Tansen's ar-
rival at the threshold of the Durbar, welcomes him very heartily,
hugging and patting his back and lcads him into the Durbar. In
the Durbar, Akbar praiscs Tansen as the world {amous poet, but
Tansen interrupts and tells Akbar that Surdas is the only person
who deserves the prefix of a poct lau'eale. Suddenly, Akbar
requests that Surdas should be brought W the Durbar and made
to sing. As desired by Akbar, Tansen sets out to Brindavan w meet
Surdas's Guru Vallabhachasiar s0 that he could persuade Surdas.
As Vallabhachariar gone to Mathura, Tanseo goes fo Mathura,
meets Vailabhachariar and succeeds in persuading him that Surdas
should sing in Akbar's Durbar.
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Tansen, Vallabhachariar and his disciples go to meet Surdas.
They find him busy singing the glory of Sri Krishna. Later Surdas
agrees 1o his Guru’s desire. Al of them leave for Akbar's Darbar.
Akbar receives them happily. At the Durbar Susdas begias (0 sing,
and the sounds of Veena, Jalara, the flute and the payal emmit
from the breezes. His Krishna Gana and other bhajans are given
o appropriate places in Tamil. The poetry showered from the
voice of Surdas is tenscly discussed in the Durbar with high praises
for Surdas.

The women folk who heard Surdas's song from the Harem,
wished that Surdas being blind shou!d also sing in their presence
and he is permitied to do so whercin Surdas also in tum imposes
certain conditions. In the Harem, a stage is erected for Surdas to
sit and sing. Outside of the Harcm, n large curtain is fixed, behind
which Akbar, Tansen, Maansingh and Vallabhachariar keenly
awalt to enjoy the pleasure of Surdas's songs. Akhar holding
Surdas's hand, leads him into the Harem and make him sit there,
retums o join the others.

In the Harem, Muslim women belonging to the family of
Ministers, Princesses have gathered, and they hear the music from
various instruments emitts from the skics through breczes and
Surdas lost within himself, begins to sing so beautifully, based
upon mythology with the most religious aspect. Since Surdas was
blind, the women folk having been decply absorbed in the song,
were not very particular about their upper garments, but scemed

"o enjoy every word of the song and intoxicated with the lilting
tunes of the music. In between the women folk would ask Surdas
for clarification of the lyrics and he explaincd to them appropri-
ately. As a result of the intoxication of the music, with their
disturbed upper garments the women would even move as closer
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0 Surdas as possible. In the meantime, one of the servant maids,
who had been serving the women folk, comes there and Surdas
is able 10 see the maid by the power of his Divine sight. Imme-
diately Surdas shouts, ‘O’ Mother Sathyabama, Why have you
stained this Government Scrvant Maid's position? Al this the
women folk misundersiand and mistake Surdas as a person who
could really see and had seen them in their hapazard mode of dress
and scatters away into the palace. Akbar and others from behind
the curtain dash towards Surdas whom they think was able to see,
but had been leading a blind man's life, which resulied into
levying charges on him and put him to a trial. In the meanwhile
Akbar hears that the women folk were rying (o punish themaelves
by walking on fire, but Akbas intcrfercs and stops them saying tha
fire walking was nothing but a blind faith. Now Akbar hold a trial
of Surdas through Maansingh. Surdas once again became blind.
The servant maid to whom Surdas saw, was also present at the
trial. Under stingent and doubtful circumstances, Saint
Vallabhachariar intervencs on behalf of Surdas and the servant
maid, and ofiplains about their previous birth.

Surdas in his previous birth during the time of S Krishna
Avathar was Kannan's permanent minister and lived as Akryvar.
One day Sathyabama who had scen Bhagawan Sri Krishnan was
very much in frief and tells Akruvar, 'If Sri Krishna did not come
to her within an hour, she would commit svicide. Akryvar wend
in desparate searct of Krishan and as he could not succeed in his
search, in order 10 save the life of Sathyabama, he had himsell
taken the guise of Sri Krishina and appeared before her, who in
wrn pathaticaliy; explains 0 him that she could never withstand
his scparation from her cven for a moment. At this, Akruvar
disappears. Sat hyabama moves about in frantic scarch of Krishna.
In the meanwhiile Akryvar meets Krishna and expilains w him what
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all had happened and said in the process had saved Sathyabama’s
life. Krishna who is known [or sofiness and soferity, on hearing
Akruvar, he gets angry on both Akruvar and Sathyabama and
throws his curse on both of them. Whatever be the case, human
being cannot attain the position of God. Hence a human being who
had taken the guise of God and a human being who had accepted
another human being as God is not less a sin. It was a result of
this sin, that Akruvar lead 2 blind man's lifc and Sathyabama lead
the life of a servant maid in migry. It was due to the curse of
Krishna that both Akruvar and Sahyabama were in misery. To-
wards the end of the period of the curse Surdas was able to see
Sathyabama in Akbar’s Harem and once again he became blind.

Just then a my of light cincrges from the sky when Surdas
and Sathyabama get immersed in the light which the spectators
see.

THIS DRAMA

The Doctrine of Integral religious brotherhood and peace.
The bare fact that there is one and the only God would be
established in the Hindi language beyond comparison. This has
been credted to introduce Mahakavi Surdas’s poctry on the lop
basis of the history of Indian Culture with a religious backdrop.
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