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“While Yamuna does not mention that Dravida Veda
«directly in his Stotraratna (stanza 5) he does pay homage
to the feet of Vakulabharana Nammalwar) whom he called
the first Acharya (Adyasyanah Kulapateh Vakulabhiramam
Sreemathadhangriyugalam Pranamami Murdhanah). Many
-of his ideas are parallel 10 those of Alwars. He includes, for
instance, a direct translation from Kulashekhara Alwar in
stanza 62 of his Stotraratna (Rushanirastopi Shishustanam-
dayoh), Several different sourcs, such as, “Guraparampara
Prabhavam” the 24,000 {Iravithnalayirappadi) by
Periyavachambillai and Iduv of 36,000 (Muppathu-
arayirappadi) of Vadakku Thiruveedhi Pillai ieport that
Yamuna taught the “Thiruvoimozhi” to his disciples and one
of his disciples Tirumalai Andan instructed Ramanunja in the
“Thiruvoimozhi™. This tradition tells us that the third wish
jpronounced by Yamuna at the time of his death was that
Hymns of Nammalwar be made popular. Ramanuja, it is
said taught Thiruvoimozhi to his disciples and asked Pillan
(whose father also was said 1o be proficient in 4000
{Nalayiram) to write commentary on the Thiruvoimozhi to
fulfil Yamuna’s wish. There is one thaniyan attributed to
Ramanuja which describes Thirumangai Alwar’s “Thiru~
Velukuthirukkai’® as containing the import of Vedas.
“] bow down to those feet which are our refuge of the one
who has given the entire meaning of Vedas in the form of
Thiruvelukuthirukkai which is composed in good tamil
{Sendamil) for the uplift of the world, which is great one
{i.e., Text) and which is non-satiating ambrosa......”
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Tradition also says that Ramanuja as part of his temple:
reforms included the chanting of the tamil hymns in thé
temple liturgy itself (see Koilolugn pp. 46-50). Some scholars
have suggested that Yamuna’s and Ramanuja’s relative
silence as ubhayavedantha is indicative of their pre-sanskritic
brahminical bias and their unwillingness to acknowledge the
hymns of Alwars or the use of tamil as a language for
scripture  But we can see from the above references that
such a conclusion is questionable, for Yamuna has paid
explicit homage to Nammalwar and has demonstrated his
knowledge of hymns of Alwars in his translation of half a
verse from Kulasekhara Alwar. Furthermore that there are
so many works which acknowledge Yamuna's and Ramanuja’s-
interpretation of the  Thiruvoimozhi suggest the
interpretations originally were oral tradition handed down:
and recorded a few generation later. From the accounts
we can conclude that the early Acharyas who acknowledged
Ubhayavedantha knew the hymns of Alwars themselves and
orally transmitted their interpretations e.g. Yamuna to
Thirumalai Andan to Ramanuja to Pilian who finally wrote:
a commentary.”
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the construction of the first temple of the Lord in Kaliyuga.
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decoration and ornaments. The temple was to be &
structure of stomes and was to be ornamented  with
copper and gold. The king then constructed a temple for
the Lord as directed.”

BR0BFRTI) CNE FoOREI0WITIT LI AR QSTIRROTS
UES 3,3, S0WNT0Y. PIEI Joonw HOF e,
POR3 QYoors M0 [HodS §;F,083Ry, one WU Bew
T ! 8 D003 0 BRI DT ounwm RE0TIsR
ARFw Ne,Amh.  ©o3e woth Ing, teEe,T DT,

8 Todtdd SHmes, B I0UY, WBY &odS To0T 0TS3
A oZmitdedy.  ©ode §).3. BROIH RTS8 TG
BTRARITD ekt E.  03TW @ORY honed, 8T 0
™BTA 1w, O3n LedRCITHHOR B HT 4. 3. O e
BIDRIOCE 8,.3. ToeTe TITVRTE, TOMBMRE,Z,B030E, We 8.
DB,000 VeRnoEe,0° O §,.3. & 0ol TR BIRRITHIT
TONedRe BT, “INTE &X,H,"E 50 S edtd Wet3mous
TeR0ING Foie, FoTd BRoBIRTT E,[IFONOT YTRIY B,
Somwe AwB,ME,B. B $0w0, R0 53 SeBoewr,0f TR,
3009d; ©¥9,00 TAONYY Naz,MB,B. Est 0o 8,3
L 0% 3¢ BIIRAEw, Rrios,WoSRT 0B B B0, ey,
poBT RS, ST deatmm, 3 2,0038.0,050 R0%.0GINTE RoyIRNd
BE 3,0, WD 8w Wemdh  wewdn, BoTOR W,
A OZERNTOP aRE 0B 5 E worked, B,

& MTBE GOS0 H[CBOWCE By JeoBIRTT LW ¢
DFYLTTT BRI SOy, o8N T EFTRNGE ek
BE3,0 88 CURInG QR0 Belengd,n.  8ul Da@miuer,T0h0
§{,500 DRTO0,0°71¢ T8, B OB COY. $TITeE; s, OF
og, HE 00y, T ToLTI0NT,. &R o 3TN,
Wor3od WeRTM, TR, T T, J,ANEd APFeddon AceddRo
I F. WSy, wwn, Beries oRode w0OY. deasth
RT3, ¢ [N, B, R0 33,0845 38 Boang, 08 | Soosss

43



TOI Dondr agine 02,303,000 FordRonosdy,.  saride,
W Hnde, Q088 Ysndw Te Td AT Boh :«Sm?o.‘:oaé_,troaq
Q0TH TBHTNYY [eerS WoRTLTTOT WIridh VBT Beried,
ONeon Lor0h wORS SRES,T, UTAS  oF wREYd.
TRom 3T w00, 3000 JFINE DRP @I Bedd. IR, ¥, 00
TOF, 83 MR NPB FF DY, §,7,0gRe0 2 030 vz
TOBONPET  ™REY NWT  Foridoly. 0T YO
508, A6y, OB MoBRY 8L I, eBTLT.  WRR, WOTR
Dedadh ARoBORMBIN Dok 8. T 83 w30 @osle
TeITI, [aoes, mw‘a’os_,z:ﬁoda OR,T B[TY LEFE0d VeI
wLIME Moy, Be0n w30 DYS,Q TWRTE DWT BevT, B,
SR U0 TR [@F, wWORHSI,8. Wy, TBTNs
A¥, IE0e BeewBe 00308 BosRy, MICERE .

&, HHTE [0y, dye LI0RT Bevdne TooFs TR
Saont Aeedoiadh,@ @y, amy,.  AZImE WO Hevdn workh
RFY T LIS W 0IoNT Beodn we,0° TBTNYY
BeOLORFTWOR Lot W DRLB OIS, essritd bd S
WRTEE.  STNETort BooBor 33T WA MRS, wed A8,
T QpRIndsy, A[OAE YW BN,  FeonEs MBWIRR,
OUFT OMINPEe, MKS0LY HBYFE 0008 F,X @mod Levd.
SO0 IO, TOBeOATIN BRE BW,00 IE NLBNERW,
TRy, ¢TI Do&Boridte, Benetimte I WTTRIR HR
nom B3e,, ©u0 Jw &,SNese, DEORCFE S31 o
Wo0Y. o TS Yed RkeePT Fuew F,WSNYSL,, STTHS
Y By SeeTmRRFERe, BeT Bev. T8, 8 Bed iy
B8 Dbdmde, I@nSmnohe ouhded de@deonn
TR B, ek 0337 §99,08 3T, JLTE IRTomaedh 22de
WWBTRE  “Seorizao 063, 71000, B3 B3P0 Wi BT FoodwEoNNT
Qe doedo® e TR BBY,0” Qo weond, [,
dH W (Bors) [BY, 2odw,eTORD OBVFMC 2oy, WIS
TIOR3 ot JedFATN 8 WYY derdodR 3, st

44



3OKTPOY. awe 0ed BOmTY MB}OUAYY Seonvmdd, ST
g3 nédeolnt EIRTFEIJ, nsdamen SeondmQw 8 Nnacd
nged demho, wg @ Xoy wH Frudnth oF Jexrrieorstwedmd
AN FIB, or dRde a0y, oaeeto Bent Beoridn) R
qWEY Qotd Beehdd, 8, 31 Bwdeles ©R NP, WROTRF
T DWTAven | By, word 383 SrouTaDy, =Ing, Ben
13 28.0%0,3,8 Q0TI WDMNE DWT. B0 IR,
2300088 0F3,¢3.

B¢ 2eTOTWSITTY I, TF,80Y 1R, 0 Bevd ReB. B2
““from a study of the architecture of the Garbagriham it has
already been mentioned that Thirumalai temple cannot be
dated earlier than 8th century A.D.” Q008 §,.3. 200 0ok
600 8 Deadn MoRcseoBR 3 o oge widd. Ak
BO3eN0T B, WIMRD I DIRTN  OF, VBN,
Beed MR DWTII), TICRTY W §r¥) 32,8

VST TONT BHR0TISHCOING R8T &,508, AN Scwchie
BORING NPT Tevd Dewsowon “o303® ZIRINE FRT0.
30w &HCOIBHT TOFS )., LF00Y A% Tordm.  HRENDE,
0w Wod WOIB TR BB R, ST B T!AI WRERN
D03y , MHRED (B:NT) WP BedoNB. MR TR, BT T&I
e.”  a33,0. wF, §,.3. €98 T ZoATHTI), T,%,&4
B30 BedS HRY  SoreReTIROTR, YRORIT DToFEI,
FALT SRAE, wonde T|oIEI OWY, O0H DS ot
Somenes WeNREEY, Xy, TR eride of) Sukd (@ LF) Ry T
;|nT 503, o X02:,0.

Q008 Wiy, “H0dNTT FURY DU 8E, R 0 .
end, ATmIST 258 ‘NWE IS WO B; (08,08
W) AGFnoB Mzaa:.ab, @@ty w¥n RV, ¥E,%
2ne0raed TS TACET T 20w B3, el &3, §.3.
2009 e TOpNd 8. W3, §.3. FOA0Y 8, B
a3 ad 3,0, whood eI AWEHINCS ©TE0 HOF,
o8 3,0 U 2 o, 3,3,

45



BTMEY BeoEnRES HOT Mk W 8,85 ? 03t
“TRRF tHon’ Tn¢Emaadi® s ede” amymen wgn Mg,
nEerk, Bezeuivh IS0 ? 890w 3P, TWIWNRYY
“Breone’ BacmaRt” Q000 0uESeR DemTy TRR0NTY,
BRI’ 208 Bethd BRI B8, 0, I ? B UMY 50
e3¢ I3INT e TZ,Fe ZITRET WX BNOND 2T, T, 0.
BB 9B, ot Bew §,.3. BOO BoB OO0 Jwens Bewmmy 3
Sewchg ? k@@ ond Ufe 3BInsSm rhe s ?
$,.3, 003 ZInnan e 3udeh ? HrebEntn e §,.3.
0%00 8, WSz, 8. &R HIF TRBZ, SRRV DO, TRANH
S ? QETNR? of srhdR)? dow Rweonugonnde
vz, DG, & Nwodo, FJB, 7 SIRFILE  HWT,
Buz ¥ 3.

‘bog HEde’ IPode STHmoded Bhed W, SRR,
TeorSown.  %F AeTB,T T 00T, IHBOV,0T TWBONGY
‘0L (BooBe,etd w0 W) WE,0h Roy BT AT, I
oR8 200,000 BRTRT Taw Dridis, ot ﬁda&rma_,da
8,300, Be0000” 2058 31p,03,00 W,T,N0 08 o@EHN
$8c208,7, HTCNT.  FonRT) BLotW IR0 w3 Y
3 ONEET DWORT.  WoZ NTIN BB, 0° BT
neQ 2oz ANYY Seonidd @ed 1adh 1B ok ANTTINE
BeWO B, R 0T 8R0f OE8 Heto’ 3diEomRa
A2 WBOTY “FH'Tonar D SAIT[HOT GV st
0T, STV, B, T BT ‘TRt @ SToEomn Pede
DBIVRY “T® Toedisey, R0 R0k F ¥ MwoRToT ¢wot B
w3, DOZY wID Ivohen, HBE APFOVFNYE), Bwomwd
OBTROITINY B SN 8 s omy, To%; 33208
TN T DWT J9INT,B.  weld. 2008 BreNwded
SRMFAQOT T Sl ? 03T ARoFI0 dhg, Kot Jorie I,
oG Senokoned sPwhimin e, IR, WO I¢ie
HOBY BTIT TODI, TR, TdchR &Y, FRY, uR0R 20T

46



ot B, LWE. BT Well FEDBRTY T AT, TeING cors WaRR,
B3, IREE,E. o5 008 Wsd Lorohe, H0n8 3RoEmRII
w08 ¢ 88 B0 70 BURITNE WF, 3 2032,% Betwd g,

Je00 Toedy BITH womd I,0E, wSeians,
3TITo9Y, BYY,T° BT TR, E3.3T (3,20 38,0 &, uanto,
BeSFATR G, Tao, STOTomdRY! aend avrEsc 23,050w
30030503 e 3 a’dwi@eéeémﬁ SN, B0, - 0030
BERW Be KB, Kol (RO-sBAF,B, aFT U3, 869,
ot DENFB.  MOTE, W, ARNWE [ HE00E 88
B3, T8, B Bed TR R, BePd, <omd BFIDT
899,07 THROT TTROWCE ¢ 998,030 Foy,w0 BB,
30338 zsdap‘dpesﬁea'md Teats RN, 03,030 BetOdg
=03 B wEEING e o9, 3 3,3, Hetde <o

QSQane, oICnedtman, ¥eEd Somd  wRdmei
b Toedal @08, WOERT &3¢ w08 BPth wdmend,l.
wnde, deenizdardedan Do, MRMNEY, Hhew &8 UNswedd
2,000 eFRY BT YOI WEF, oTH HTWN,H 8
WRWE WG,3 @eomh BENBB. 5 WEE &, Gedhg
3, ToohU “@POomy [JodY, Ferbed T’ W TIWT
POTIDD, PRI0owSReET BRI BVIT LoINeR,.

WomD 03,000 T e RBecE 2038 aBw,¢ta.
LIS SOSHI R THIRAZ e XoZ,B03,0 v e
$8,0000 RdDBah R KENSe. Ot IR, I, M
reonSe OF WOME8 © 23 [de, ©E0 SHedd Derbedde,
wLONT M,NRR, twbitacsd B8, B SRG BT Iy
7o “Cedt Wy Hed B IDR,  IEFMET I,
RedgRoy,m 8" Beth wede B8N NG O AT, Cewmy 30
Fomhen 2ot DI,A 96 0e R00R, RYINS,OT TR B,
MEE = ‘O3St @S Iee@EmE.  od®
Sntd,m 3" oode Fowd,d — a3 I B FARDV
Dorbmn @ BIT 63 s INTIoenmh &

47



kR 2 Berhoton Tt IZ,B, HiFAEOR  OTI
dgu Bed D U§Rod, oo dode  eR@m,oh.  amy
“3003)  Qoriio ToRweon AT ARG TG, Wors, Aoz
ST g, Uy B3, Pwd. ANFe, 0T 08 @3,
COrAtHTRON  STomBon  “Bewmty dCemd acerivo TR L.of”
20ETFT Ae®,DRDY. D000 ©ET 4 B0, NSNS
WBon Uk, SPOHD WG, I FOIOQ Dexm 3
DOIRTY 803, W, HWWOw ‘oﬁomgdosdw;sé.’ ASRAREMS
oS FHd  IRRmE. [, QLB I  20nd
© 388 w3 IR0 W, ‘TLoW BRTIRRTF DT
BRI BT, ToLTW R, WY, BRI, TROW.T »oted @FF
[nEded 2 WT WBhE I8, YOWNTHINR Ny, BRD
B, WO TnREeRW S woked  eFF  ATFRINY?
BeTde BoR WY, TNFRIWmE 0N, BWT F,08060. @03
bea‘fg' Z,00n0 Ers ﬁ@%ﬁm‘,‘ g9y, &os unde w3 ISR
Baeh WOLS 500 IRR WO IDFAB . [cheomd
DR OPuIERE FFde 0Bl ws® wEyd R Ak
G0 “Z00h  TWEERTE” Q0L PRITOIFP, 0N TRT
JoQ vg Bled? wosE eI Tewdrione, TRITON®
sudedecidornn & Beried 08, JLT> X3,

Ao, MSRRTR Woe,000 DNT ) Ted, WU,
2000 Fov, 30T R 0N §F FTMONZY,. & Mo NioToh
BRI [, BI,3,B 00, “Nwedomd, MR Do W
BarhEy, MMETT ©TT Fwerd  Ansmy, BepR2,Q .
BUBeNT 8,07 BehTod ‘PR, BeaR,Irie  dencine:,
OFc OB aMy@med Jonowmd,niY  fwled AN wRe
8 eTorizle 2:00ToZ,08 | STUTE 2,003 o, MeeRoT FoTox, T80
0eT BoNTL,B,:  WAT DIWY 8 oy T LorutPDY.
®ICR DT Oy, RoRTH  [oABRGY wERN Jedfwomd
e, Beerdg, B 0. 2008 BIMPY ¢ Togd B0 BRNTTYOY;
Sweeddetonte AR[OY, DY DeTA Y $od 003

48



ﬁbﬁofoﬂédod\) Bevdn, B WBRIYDFNT Aeedod 03,0
Lo edooE, 8. G R BooRTOOHS A SeIR,
30c0%3,33. @od wod e[0T il TRy, TY,Been
WemoriB WoeOdN B Needo XA TE IR, 0. T
000 BO WD, 20T B, ; 3,00 DePr & 0350w
ekt WOy s WBw,0m BRI 3900DTSoWTIN
FSeoR BB B, N, AT w8 ME ARG
O 2T BOTOT FoRI FAneh BN FoPATom  Rodeyor.
gnen Tow) MotN Bwemdd, ToRnlell TI0F SVoENERTEOY
33 UDO0I. WBR,000 TIORHP  YrcEd. 86,5800 530
BB $98 BRIYOHFNS e dTMET, edrdR ©30) 2.
us roozN Beedd GTT B TIGOWY GowdDON,T To.
D, 10R BAB TN 20y BReEFRASHT LY CINT,FFNW
AReD0T TowoR, TR0, Hettah IRBBTPW.  TH) IR
ITATR, REOROR A 03 6 oFo,E 0y 0% ems. &
Dedadd 8TOHTE 3N 0% Odved T} BO-LO B[RFTIE &orodow
BLHROPEH B2,  UN BNT WAT WIHFACEY. el om%
$0aN28.2000 WOTEHTRY, NCR B Kot )ToRoR &, Midk [asnee
XSRtoynesy, adNY,T To. 000 wHty e BEFR TERR
Po, 11O2T0E  LOOHT oW, MWOTE,  ReSTRICY
zuﬁabo&rae, QTR FORE FOPLIWIBNTE  WSD K0FoHO3TY,
FRed, N ONEREIRE WD RodweX. TR FHoawod
DY 89,580, BT, NNG  WVTUIRCoT WweTaN  Femdmed
ROR &OBTCONETY, eri WIWFT, Womed 2Py, T 3,000
1OHmE Pom. T O PRGN STHES iR, swrd ot
Bedoinn mowy Beduesdng.

exgha] 00 o3 _momers 3o &30, T A1 T e sowdonSe
zsdzgdcs wg, maneegs @@adumam mdéé S0 OB
DFTrE0eE OPFRFT. 80T @ MoliwePoned FF,Tng
wo BeenSee,  PomNcine T3, ted 23S wonvg
herdrore T Brinowdd aWURCE  IOIN weERy, Frexed
RT3, 4.

49
4



o, ol § wird, vuriRg 0 Gl o §mmenode
03,3, I nyFrhRchen Beon 03 TFS  TRTw
sde el 3dacodode wEr. BRow “Lntd A IBAET”
aR,@ FImet wwo Feododosy, wudrd @nadesdne dedmﬁm
A3 0863 Dopoddee SERT Qotie BFF.  &erl Y WA
8,00  HodJomSe VW o0 Hemo  RNTE B
0, 0T, B9,0° wnde "HUN0 B3¢ B3 00T wTe8,
[ORVO’ QOUCWRT ABYL0” Q0T Be eI @SNOSJF
Jedo ? Fnow TE @B T AN 18,00 BOWT) 153 ToFReR
2e0R[Te.  wwt 3TKWIR BOE XpB, N3, Teen Kezon
SUSBeT BER), F  FURND. VX0 DRYIY ©
BeSo B, BoSe o 200003,3.  $HN0RT PemsnOnITT
N 8 DeEI®, FWRZ, 3. Qo8 ©TTBe r’m&;rﬁJaSaSaqt
Bagy, e, [od,od Fpwnuedow wmE oLy ? w3
BRTDTD aSea;ﬁ ToBORR, W2 2BFER PRoF Jaed HQa30we
g% Zose o IOABHom BevBeY, R, Fowe Faed IAAT
Bemy 38,3 B FRo. B4 Dedod BB, A S0
0 .8, PES WRHTIINR WO, & Rk 20w
F008, ‘CooR Be, ‘TEF Resd’ AW BAOR . ©TT ©
DooRtdhie B3 FFE), O B JFFER  HiFy 8308
3')&_,71#53‘,. é@odoé_,dodo. @ﬁ@deé_poaaﬂeémq S0Bedrdnom
Fae 3003 BT B, ToTeMNER, DBeTT [RABY T DRI N
20308 38,0000 L083orhE,T 0SS Fad e 8 S,
WTEDOMNS IROPWN Wy, WP E, 0N n, e
Ryerndee Bedor BEIY. w30t Wkteor 3wy menn
DBBF BRATOR FEIY.

2

B30 RReBOTRET BB BT[, B¢ . AT
ety 330, ‘Sti Venkateswara’ [R5, 830 2 0on ¢ FUAI
TIASY 3,5, 2R0TTC Fows 28,853,8.

50



We have then the more reliable evidence of the
Alwars. Itis well known that the early Alwars who were
-themselves Vaishnavas have in the songs composed by
them conceded the ‘Hari Hara’ aspects of the Lord of
Tirumalai—Thus Poygai Alwar sings about the Lord of
Tirumalai as follows:

“His name Aran (Haran) and Naranan (Narayanan);
His Vehicle, the Bull and the Bird; His word the Book
and Morai; His house of residence, the Hill (kailasa) and
the waters (ocean); His function  destruction and
protection ; the weapon in hand the trident-spear and the
disc; His form, though one is fire and dark cloud.” (History
of Tirupati by Dr. 8. Krishnaswamy Ayyangar 1952,
Page 30).

There are several other verses by the above Alwar
in the same straid.

The two other Alwars Bhutam Alwar and Pay Alwar
have sung several verses in the same strain.

“He has in his form the flowing matted locks (Jatai)
the high peaked crown; The shining dagger and the
chakram ; The snake coilog him and the golden sutram
yound his waist. In him, my father on Thirumalai, the
two forms have gracefully blended into one” (Pay Alwar’s
-verse quoted from Pages 63-70. History of Tirupati by
T.K.T. Veera Raghavacharya 1953).

“The golden hued Holy one (Siva) and the one who
-rose to the skies to encompass this earth Trivikrama
Vishnu, the two may pass as separate ones, but the one is
really in the other.” (History of Tirupati by Sri T. K. T.
“Veera Raghavacharya, 1953, Page 70).

Nammalwar himself comrcédes the uuity ofem
thay Lord of Tirumalai is a Combinaia
Brahma efc. J
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“He has merged in himself Rudra, Brahma angd
Lakshmi after losing their separate entity. He pierced by
his growth the highest heavens to encompass the creation.
Is there a higher divinity than that of Vishou 7"
(History of Tirupati by Sri T. K. T. Veera Raghavacharya,
1953 Page 70)

Some of the views of the nature of the Lord
Venkateswara’s image have been indicated above. Devotees
who flock to Lord Venkateswara at Tirumalai worship
him in various forms as their ‘Ista Daivam’ as Lord Vishou,
Skanda or Subrahmanya, Siva, Sakti a combination of
the Trimurthies Brahma, Vishnu and Siva or as
Venkateswsra a combination of Hari and Hara. There
can be no finality in the arguments of any of threse devotees
nor is it desirable to pursue such arguments of conflict
and impertinence when the Lord is one and only one.

arde [RIT OFSCR TR Hd, NPT &K 0ed
WS ¢

The compositions of the first Poigai Alwar makes
several references to Tirumalai and the Lord of Tirumalai,
A verse quoted from Dr, Krishnaswamy Ayyangar’s.
History of Virupati reads as follows :

He rides the Bull and Bird

He burnt the castle (the three castles in the air)

And Broke open the heart (tore up Hiranyakashipu’s)
Chest with his claws as Narasimha

He is smeared over with ash (Vibhuthi)

He is of the sapphire blue colour

Part of His body is a Lady (Parvathi)

And in one Part is the Lady born of the lotus.

Sri or Lakshmi His Coiffure the long matted locks
His Head (is) covered by a tall crown
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He wears the Ganga (ganges; on his Head (Siva)
And on his lengthening foot (Trivikrama)

Another of his verses has already been quoted in
«Chapter IL.

This Alwar appears to have regarded the Lord of
Tirumalai as a combination of Vishau and Siva.

The Second Alwar Bhutam Alwar author of the work
‘Trandam Thiravandidi® also a devolee of Vishna regards
the Lord of Tirumalai in one verse as the ome who
destroyed Ravana. Like Poigai Alwar he also visualised
the supreme deity as a combination of the two fforms of
Siva and Vishou or as Hari Hara.

The third in the list of early Alwars is Pay Alwar
author of ‘Munram Thiruvandadi’ who also recogaises the
twin aspect of Hari Hara of Lord Vishnu. Two of his
verses clearly meation (quoted in Chapter II of the book)
that the Lord of Tirumalai has combined into one —the
forms of Siva and Vishnu.

B SeDIT  Doedrady, Bg,m0n  wpdesmenoed
B BR0D SNR%EtAe 230 eRCIFIT, W0 JI, I3
OU-0E33% Jund) BaT03 Tnkies,wBw. VEUYR oy
R0,TR,Ti¥0 20833.

 eveteseres consemeenne. 1hE Lord’s figure is richly adored with
flowing locks of hair or Jata Juta and some of these locks
-of curly hair rest on his shoulders ..... the Lord wearing a

Mukuta or Crown which is more than 20 inches high

The Lord’s, image has four arms, the wupper two being
carved to hold the chakram and conch; the chakram and
conch are not integral parts of the main Idol .. .. Mother
Lakshmi is carved on the right chest of the Lord in the
sitting pose and is an integral part of the mula murthy...... .
‘The arms have armlets with finger like projections which
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appear to be Nagabharanam or cobra ornament. A,
cobra is also said to be coiled around the Lord’s right
arm........ The nipples of the Lord in his chest are button
like and are prominent. There is however a Katibhandam
or waist band and it is about two inches thick.

WP, T 98 TY FoBw,ord 0D, BT 08T :

The image has a crescent mark on the bead indicating,
that the image is Siva, if not Kumara Swamy.
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the mystic vision of the divine vouchsafed to Nammalwar.
The opening verse underlines the ‘all pervading’ nature
of the Divine, the Lord who manifests as everything on
this earth. It is to this Lord who ‘suffered’ as one of us
that we have to pray to redeem us from ‘false knowledge,
wrong conduct, body of dirt’. However, our prayers must
be as the flame of aspiration symbolised by the heroine of
‘Tiruvirattam’.  The heroine is the ‘Jiva’, our soul
struggling to reach the Divine and it is seen to go through
the different mystical states, such as aspiration, the dark
pight of the soul, yearning, prostration and the vision. The
inner drama of the Divine is conched in the vestments of
a young girl's love - lorn state. She yearns for her beloved ;
her servant acts as an ambassador and her mother gives
the necessary help for the meeting to take place. The
differeat psychic moods are projected with the help of
pature imagery. The blandishments of ‘Samsara’ that
torture the soul seeking the Divine are symbolised by the
many - pronged attack of Nature on the girl in love.
However no where are we left in doubt about Nammalwar’s
intention, which is really a tryst with the Divine. Almost
every verse carries reference to the Lord. We absorb the
‘all - pervading® gloriuvs manifestation of the Divine, as
we do while reading the ‘riks’ in the ‘Rigveda’! It is this
realisation that leads us to the heaven of spiritual peace.”
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