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This Svokiet gives & summary i ‘Buglish of the:¥ PERIYA
PORAANAM ™ which was authored- in' Tathil ‘wetse by -the
gréat Sdivite scholar -statosmen: * SEKKIZHAAR ™ who: s
tespectfully spoken of as % BIVINE " - SEKKIZHAAR. The
book describes the episodes of the very great dovotess of
Lotd Siva who withetood ali the trishh #ad tribulations 1o whish
they were ‘subjected by the Lord with -a view to bring oud
their great aiid umswerving devotion to the  Losd - umder.: sl)
even the most tryiag, circaimstances. £ach . of the devatems
bad his or her own particular favourite mode of service to
the-Loed. The devotees balopged to all classes and all professions.
The Punsnam is called * PERIYA PURAANAM .  While
Ged is great mdﬂumsmner. theudcntdevq of
the Lord are still greater. As the book ducrxbuthoepiqodu
of such devotees, it is called * PERIYA PURAANAM
‘ His Holinéss Sri Sathchithaananda mam swm
arriendofmke bas written tthngmh summary of the
PERIYA PURAANAM ih simplo prode 3o that it can be read
and understood by s who have studied & little Enghisk
Y sfrongly fosl that this booklet will create  spirittal wpsurge
in the minds offhemdmudmllmthmonm
undettake a my of ‘the original aid also 6ther saered books
of Salvitm snd also Vaishmavism. ' I sm, therefore, - doubly
#ldd: to ‘write this forewond to this. bookict on account of mey
great regard  for  His  Holiness Sri  Sethchithsapsnds

Bbarathi Swamigal.
I forvently proy mwmummaumm
Blossligs om :all.

KRISHNAPURAM
d=i =02,

$¢i Brahmanandg, Theertha Swamigal
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“ PRRIYA PURAANAM: ", wiitten in Tomil, werse by
WEPEKIZNAAR Y Lkeowe o . * DIVINE SCEKIZHAAR”
mummtbmmaumm
Wiieo Sivoldds (Ruowd g Nesywmmesr) of Loed Siva,
Worsowmy s ¢ wresvure Wouse of postiont sncelionce . n
Avostialy tWing ow the greatibess of Lond Sive Ris mode
OF mking Mis ohosen dewotdss underge grest erdeals awd
s und Hs éhowering of fhe choiosst blemings oa them
WY they wiltetand &l the trials sucosssfully.

3. The original name of the Puraauam was * THIRUTH-
‘mﬁNDAR PURAKANAM ™. T¢ has, however, Beww given the
name “ PERTYA PURAANAM * and if has tlso beest added
to the list of Saiva Thirunfurais ss e fwéifth smong thew
Avvaiyaar, fhe great and giftsd poetehs. in sntwér to & quety
* Which is the greatest?” built a formidable tower M
WO with fen flers of grout thiage in the order of their
Nperlority from the boffom to the top. At the top-most
e todthy tier, ohe placed the  grestmess of devotees ™.
AN Wow, in the wmith tier is placed the * grestness of
Lond Bive™. Thus, ‘the dévotoss are considered to be greater
flisn. Losd Siva Himself This furmishey the justification
for alme the * THIRUTHTHONDAR PURAANAM " a5 the
PERIYA PURAANAM " There ave algo other factors justifying
h and 0y o doait with in She introdwetory part of the
Povidbini et

3. I watrating. the episodds selating 40 the grest devoteos
who had unflinching devotion to the Lord and .never sweried
from the path of supremes devotion in spite of being beset
with great difficulties, the poet approaches the- i:“bm ‘:‘l}&‘i
sonse of considerable awe and always lays, in weit ured
terds, Kowtovtiute Sresk on e Mminfic greatmcss of the



Turswm, pertisstarly of Yhe fhetudd. smm s
oversized book which many may sot have time to. eestl. ‘8
is hoped that a study of this small book will kindle s desire
in all to go to the orizinal end derive the full plessure which
o vudy oF'YH8 ovigfusf Pursatrers to sure W Jivé- (Evin this
smali somuinry, & i Wiped willcthriit the maded asd . cofft
their souls and ensble them to apnreciste the grogtaes. of the
devotional deeds of the devotees. Those deeds are uncommon
and it is impossible for the general humanity to do such deeds.
Once the sage of Kanchi. His Holiness Sri Sri Sri CHANDRA
SEKHARENDRA SARASWATHMI SWAMIGAL, said that the
ordinary worldly-wise men of she present day world will be prone
to brand thebe devolees as edcentrics; for, the former can hardly com-
prohend, wods foss apprecinte, how any person can make over his
wife to a meadicant for the mero asking or how the mother and
father of their only male child can cut the child and cook
the flesh to feed s mendicant who plainly confessed to His
cannibalistic tastes. The moral is obvious; it is osly by Lord
Siva’s grace that one can appreciate the deods of devotion
performed by these grest devotoes and understand thet it is
both & virtue and duty to homour pot omly these great
devotees bus also sl devotees of God. The purpose of this
book will be achicved #f this moral is imbibed by at least »
few among thase whe go through it.

4. This book was written by me wbeut.fiftecg years ago.
It could mot e published till mow for want o support.
I am greatly iadebtad 107 Brabmatt-9. S. Ramenatha Iyer Avi.,
M.A. B. L, Advocate. Tenkesi for the great help rendered
by bim in getting this pious work completed by making bis
own maaificeat contribution and by using bis influence with



S. Swaminathan,
{Now 8¢i Sethohithasaande Bharathi Swami).

-6 + 1 am groatly beholden to His Heliness Sel Brahmansode
Timoitha Swhmigal for doing me the favour of writing' a

Toteword 10 ‘the ‘book.
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PERIYA PURAANAM ia Tamil is the twelfth among the
# THIRUMURAIS *, which are all is Tamil. The % Thire
mh”mhd@mm mh.pnbo of Lo
SIVA by RIS devotees. Mot o! luplut,lcul

2. These * Thirumursis * are similar to the Valshaavalte
» DIVYA PRABANDAM™ The latter are four thousand
serses in mumber. The' ** Thirumurei ™ verses thet are
extant are several times that number even though they
but an infinitesimal fraction of the verses that wese

sung by the compossrs.
3. The. twelve * Thirumurals * are.

1. 2a0d 3. Thirugnasns Sambendbar’s  verses;
called Thevarm  (alss g

é

4 Sand 6: Verses of Appse ot Thivunebiulh

7: Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar's versss;
cajled  Thevanam (also  called
MRWMTW;.

$: THIRUVAACHAKAM sad ' THIRUK-
KOVAIYAAR of MAANIKEAVAA.
mua.

9 Verses . of THIRU MAALIOAL
THEVAR and oight others named
Shirovissipgs and Thiruppellsends; . -



f Jaed  THIRUVAALAVAA.

12 PERWENTOWWRAANAM by  SEK-
KYHARR. ™

4. VERIVA'PORKANAM givs o sctioudit’, of Tthe

Sovition ‘18 "Lotd’, SIVA dbeé wy the it

’:?%EG dévgiui all of whod ded:cﬂéd iﬁiﬁr “f t6 e
“Mce of !.ora WA tnd HIS "divotees. ' Théy hav:' beth
élﬂeﬂ "%'P worhipped i SAIVITE 'temiples’ in South
*“’A ATHY Mﬁnvm % (Sixty three NAYAN:
MAAR\ This Purasnsm was written in  Verge © By

AEKKIZHAAR. & geeat scholse and administrator.

Y. W AWek  Thitemutais”  excloding  PERIYA
PURAANAM Were' $dng b petsoni who Hived i different peviode
oftitnt. Oy o YW SrfoR fhem Were tonterhponiries. Mo snemst
was made to collect sort and classify them Fora’long timss
Though some of the verses were in vogue among learned
Saivites, having probably Beed tibHded dowm trim generation
%0, generation by memory, .the logation of the scriptoiy record

" the entire comppsitions: was known to moné. ‘The Chola
king. Abhlyakumckpm who was & pious and ardent Saivite
happened to hear some of the verses included in the
* Thispmuryis 1 to 7:sung. He was camptugd by the
quality of their . form sud wattey He was, therefore,
anxious to get at the originals in their entirety.

6. At that time,; & calied Thirunaaraiyoor,
there was & Brahmin A nka omg pujuo Lord VINAAYAKA
of neat village, Tiw Lotd wes caliod 4 POLLAA PILLAIYAAR ™.
FoesAnchiks bad s won. . NAMBIAMANDAAR NAMBI, who
was in his boyhood. Once mﬂm the absence of the father
from the village, the boy did pujs to Lord Vinaayaks. He
Mtatbd b offerings Tbefole  the:cihd :“and begged Him to
Nl sthemi s the" idol: aiid eV Meipond, the boy frantically
roshiol-Ao+ gl - his el sqgpimin.a wlone, a8 bo thought that
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W S walitaod! teithied: i movept-hin ofhringn B Foed
o tW Ling! tovdincise Bl v et astewnd tie Lost-bloseed: him
wwn s-hgme' in - Temid do peaise: af

11 )
2t e -BhesQhols Wing, . Abhsyabulmekhars,-eame 40, knaw
o iy wepanastoset o ewploit.  of. . the. . bay. . - He. . camped
Wthe villnge -and- ;made: agveral . offerjugs, to.lard Wm
udnkedtheboy to request the lLord to eat..
Lord ate them as requestod by the boy. The King who wu
vmh this utili the services of Nambiaandaar
a’ﬁ&”’ tg leam figm’ Loid Vindeyalit sbet ®4 docaton of
originnl script of ' ¢’ “Thiremersis * nusbers 107
‘ud the details of the lives of the ‘temowned “devotess of
Tord SIVA  The Original “péim leaves comtaining: the
“fmmmurm" it was learnt, Bad' been kept locked uwp
p chamber in the Chidambsram ‘telapls. The 'Kiisg procecdid
to Chidabirsth with Nambiskndaar Nambi sl soburd' the
cqvéted‘lcnpt but, to his hoiver, ' Be foutid them oceored
py while ants. “A divime vdice then ssmoumced that'tiat part of
the sctipt which could be safvaged from the ravages ‘of the
White ants, would sufice. Yhe King sstvaged a8 much oo
ppmble NamBt Admdaar Naibh studied theid ‘sad sovied
and groyped mgn into the = Thirvmursis™ 1 to' 7. Letes,
under diving guidaids rmm the Lord of Chidsmbarems
tmusical modu pettataing to ¢he ‘verses wese alsé’ discoveted.

8. Later, 2 chols Kisg by vame Asépaaysa’ W' omtd
‘bemug with great rélish discourses on s Jain cletsic (Kewye)
cafled = Jeevaka Chintshmiani®. His Prime Miaister, by veam
Aru’htdzhl Tbem diso cafled Scikihser, poiated out ¢ho
mpropdety tpelﬂmg fime os s Jain classio ignoriag ehe
guly precicus ‘Saiva Hiterdture dedfiog with the lives snd the
diviod’ attievesients “of ¥ - grout dovotess of Lowd: BIVA,
‘"ﬁ:é PiimE Miitster sho jave ' fmpoes of thro it devotinns!

‘and’ the extribdrdivuty’ deedls’ of dovosion of 4ho gust

imbrwsl%!uﬁn xﬁu whe wes stetk - with
ﬁl , “lost Toe’ dme it putting -tho
me’ Miniiter *oi 1 jobid!"dﬂam the Gpiacides * ahewt
sl wwoda M & bew. sdf-oomalned’ bosk - ‘whish seaid
te-vasity-rend -and- -vadersiond--by--all.. ...Sekkizhaar K went to
Chidontnniin.aat, . eing: irimenll a5 asdent; doyoion, of  Losd
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’M Www Lok te- yebliei-tbi ;' in «the:-wolting of
e Liord semounved b a -divine “velne ithe e
mw N.Wﬂ -« ULAHELAAM™. of . the -took. . b9
SRie -ia TomDl verse  Sekbivbdar worked teul nd complond
fhe book Tt was fist publshed in Chidembersm:da #m
E’-ofthe Kine tn@nﬁthyofnbom R

entitied *"Thirg nmw % due’ coursd, this

of SekXkizhesr, caime to ﬁa Gl “PERIYA PURAANAM®
#id was included e the' tWeifth - amemg the . SATVA
“l'hlmm"

® A-ﬂnmhpli« this Porasnem i3 comsidered
W he a ermt ont among the booke of Saivite devotiona)
litersture  The eoisodes of the ithetrinue  Siva Bhakthes
were originatly told by lord - SIVA Himeell to Goddem
Panrvathi in ' SIVA RAHASYA. The pith and substance
fthe cart of thin Purawnem I8 contsined in  “ THIRU
THONDA THOXAT™ a decade of Tamil stanzas composed
by S'mdsramoorthy Nasvaanasr, His permanent ahode is
Mwmt Ksiass end his name Aglaala  Sundarar for the
remon that he grasped in his nalm the deadly HAALAAHALI A
woieom thet , was penrrated  duriag  the .chumine of the
KSHEFRAADH! (milk oceen) by Devas and Asurss and
mve it to' Lord SIVA Who comsumed it. He emanated®
ferm. the reflection of Lord SIVA when He looked into
the miceor. He wae borm in this world as s human being
for the very purpmse of bringing out the greatness of the
Giva Bhakthes So. the fimt line of Thirn Thosda .Thokai
ovmnosed tw him in homour of the great devotees of Lord
WAmhdmawhinbvtmybvomhﬁmmmr
temple for his guidance. Whew Sundersmoorthy Naayansar
onrmpleted his sactivities in this world, bhe returned 10 Kailass
widing & whits olephast sent by Lord SIVA asnd cscorted
v Mahas Visheu and ol ) ,
Kattass, - Upsssanyn ' Rishl
-sented In fromt of Lord

%o TAiN 160k bowevse, sentionsdie the PecikBumesate.



to them this Peciys Purasned - ot owity ‘siags, © tie
Puresnams hes & maique divine associstion with Lord SIVA.
Further as alroady stated above, the summary of this Puraanam was

20, Nasidi Asndapr Namdi by Lord VINAAYAKA in
%0': . Lasas, mnltm Siveschariysar  who
wrole the, lifo of Nckkighasc aud # shoit vemsion of the,

Putiacsti way also guided by the Locd of Chidmbaram
;iﬁs” work. The greateeds of this Pursansm is, tharelore,

SECTION Nt
THIRUWAROOR

(Note: Thiruvasroor in Thasjeavur district is a very promi.
nent and famous SIVA KSHETRA. Lord Thysagacasjse
Whose idol was brought from the Deva Loka by.
Muchukundha Chakravacti, hav(ng been obtained .by.
him as & gift from [odras, is the presiding deity
of the place. Sundaramoorthy Nsaysnsas, so svatast.
of Asalaala Sundaras of Kailaas aod -composes of
“THRIU THONDA THOKAI" giviog in & nuishell
the mucleus of tho *Periya Pursamam™ was accepted.
8 a comrade by Lord Thyasgarsajas and, as o
comsequence, the Lord perfarmed delightful Leclss ot
the requat of His Comrade Susdacamoosthy-
Nasyenaar, Hoace. this sestion om Thiruwarcor
fiads pisce o the Pucsacam »

. Thiroysaroer in Chols Nadu is very remowned
on wo(thptbrineolLordSIVAlocmdmm
pisce Locd SIVA (VANMBEKANAATHAR), of Thiruvascoos:
}a-dﬂkmwmmauﬂyw as will be seen
ggntmamdomw w.lqadumhmuﬁllllds

:;f;wmm ia thin.life of nL of Lﬁumm ,
where Kamali . wu .
Faraviyi mtdhg 0o Loed & Again,

RE o e s whem Lotd S1VA v sone i



streets st desd of night for fulfilling the wish of Sundara-
moorthy Nuyanur. Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar sa g the
Thiruthondathokai in this place describing the zmtnm of
the Siva Bhakthas (63 Naaysomaar),

2. Besides, Thiruvaaroor was the Capital of the Chola
Kings who were renowned for their able and just admini-
stration of the Kingdom. One such Chola, by name
Manuneedhikanda Chola, became very famosus fdor his stern
dispensation of justice even to the point of inflicting condign
punishment on his only son and heir to the throne His
only son, who was a lad rode his chariot one day along
the streets of Thirvuaaroor. Just then. a cow's calf which
was frolicking 1n the streets accidentally got under a rear
wheel of the chariot and was crushed to death. The prince
was aghast at this sudden fragedy and decided to expiate
the sin by doing the Prayaschita /religious penance' prescribed
in the Sastras, Meanwhile, the bereaved cow rushed to the
King's residence and rang the bell to announce its grievance
to the King. The King rushed out to know what the matter
was and, when he heard about the death of the calf at the
prince’s chariot wheel, he refused to listen fo the advice of
the ministers that the sin could be wiped off by some religious
ceremonies. He ordered ome of his ministers to drive the
prince’s chariot over the prince’s body in the same way as
the prince had ridden it over the calf. The minister,
however, rave up his life rather than carry out the behest
of the King. The King, therefore, got into the chariot
himself and drove it over the prince killing him on the
spot Immedia‘ely, Lord SIVA and His CONSORT PAARVATHI
gave darshan to the King mounted on the Vrushabba
(sacred bull) and blessed the King. The calf, the minister
and prince came to life. The glory of Lord SIVA
(VANMEEKA NATHAAR) of Thiruvaaroor is indescribable.
There is a thousand - pillared mandapam (hall) in the temple
where Lord Vishnu, Brahma, Indra and all other Gods and
ionumerable devotees of Lord SIVA always congregate for
the worship of Lord SIVA and for offering their prayers
to Him. It was in this Mandapsm that Sundaremoorthy
Naayanasr composed his * Thi.u Thondar Thokai" according
to divine will and under divine inspiration snd guidance.



.
1. SUNDARAMOORTHY NAAYANAAR
PURAANAM.

Aalagla Sundarar, a devotee of Lord SIVA had the
privilege of directly serving the Lord in Mount Kaileas,
Once he was cugajed in gathering flowers in the gardea
for offecing them to ths Lord. Just at that time, two lady
devotees of Goddess Parvathi, namsd Aaindithai and Kamalini,
were gathering flowers in the sam: garden for offering them
to the Goddess. For a flecting moment, Aalaals Sundarar
suffered his mind to dwcll on their feminine charm but he
immediately recovered himself The two ladies also bad a
similar experience with regard to him. When Aalaals
Sundarar went to the Lord's prisence with the flowers,
tie Lord Who is always aware of even the innermost
thoughts of every being, told him that he should be bom
a8 a human being in the South and live with the two
ladies according to his desire.

(Note: Sundarar’s birth iIn the South was ordained by
Lord SIVA because the following important
kshetras are situated in the South:-

i) The Kshetra called Perumpatrapuliyoor (Chidambaram).
where Lord SIVA dances eternally to the great delight of
His Consort (Goddess Sivakamasundari) and where the sage
Vyaagrapasdar, father of Upamaayu, worships the Lord.

ii) Thiruvaaroor, the heart of the earth where Lord
SIVA has manifested Himself as Thyaagesar (This is also
the place where Sunderar sang about the greatness of the
Sivabhaktas which forms the subject matter of the
Periys Puraanam);

iiiy Kaancheepuram, the place where Goaddess Parvathi
did penance on the bank of the river Pampa and worshipped
Lord SIVA.

iv) Thiruvaiyara where Lord WNaadikeswara was bom,
did penance and carned the grace of Lord SIVA:

and v) Thoanipursm (Sirkazhi) which had the  greatness
of not being subm:rged in the great Deluge but floated
over the waters and waich is also the birth place of Saiat
Tairugnaanasamdandar the first amonz Saiva  Acharyss
whose Thevaram constitute Saiva Tairumurais I to 1)



Aalasls Sundarar became immedistely sad qnd _prayed
to the Lofd to ressus himt froms fis perls of mundehe life
and redeem him early from B T Ribrd agreed to do so,

%y Adfisln Swedarsr took Ms bir® i1 & pleoe called
Thirusadvalver and his parents were Sadaysansr and lsaignseniaar
whe were Aadhi Ssivae of e Saiw Brabmta séct  When
the ¢hitd (wemed Nambi Asroorsr) was playing fa fhe strects
it sttrmsted the stiention of e King who was passing that
wey. The King took & faacy for the chiM and, with the
coaseit of the parents, browght wp the child as his QCod child
and strietly sccording to the Brahmin traditions. The boy grew
10 bo & lnd of metrigable ege.

3) The father, Saedayanaar, therefore, settied & bride
in Puthoor village. When the wedding ceremonies wass Iim
progress, Lord SIVA appesred in the form of an old
Brahmin and told Nambi Aaroorar that, according to &
written agreement executed by the latter's grand father, the
later (Nsmbi Aaroorss) was the formec’s indentured slave
and asked Nambi Aaroorsr to follow him (Oid Brahmin),
Nambi Aaroorar was emraged. Ho chased the old Brahmin,
plucked the palm leaf held by him and tore it to picces.
The old Brahmin sppealed to the wedding guests present
there and told them that he came from Thiruvennainalloor
atrd that he would show the original of the document to the
Brahmins of that place and establish his case. Nambi
Aeroorsr and others who were takea aback by this
strtnge happeniny followed tho old Brahmin The case was
hestd by the Brahmins sssembled at Thirnvemnataalloor. The
old Brakmin produced the original sgreement. It was found
to be genuine and it proved his cass. The signature of Nambi
Aaroarar’s grand father whe had executed the agreement
was wvetified and found correct. Hence, Namsdi Aarooear was
otdered to serve the old Brahmin according to the ugssement.
The judges, however, wanted to know where the old Brahmin
resided as they bad mever scen him at  Thiruvennainalioor
though he said he was a resident of that place Thereupon,
the ofd Bralimin told them that he woud revesi his place of
residence 10 them Followed by the Judges and others, the
oid Brabmin moved into the SIVA temple of the plsce and
thes vanished,



v

& WA Wainbi Aarsorar wid mﬂuﬂ at this, Lord
SEVA upt“ "dlith’ Patvali o' Wé Vevifabha moumt and
remidded ‘ Nowsbi* Seoorse! ~ #bott whut''had Tappened «t
Kailass. The Lord also nsmed him' '**Venfhon¥ar™ '(mveaning
stubborn devotee) on account of the tenscity displayed by
him in Stz the cuse brought agsinst Bim By Lord SIVA
Himset wnd the' mréng Mnpusge and invectives employed
by him durleg th¢ quarrd? Sinditer became contrite. He
mpmea Mhe pitdon of he "Lord Who was well-pleased to
gramt ‘it “The L6nd, thereupon, commended Sundarar to
sing iw Tamil Mis  praise. YmM Agroorar W greatly
moved by ‘ohe Lord’s kindness fo him snd apresled to the
Lord foy guidsnee as he had no knowledpe of How to sing.
The Lovd thereupom asked him to begin his song with
the woed * Pittithea * (mad mam' which was the jnvective
used by Nmwtbi Asroorar egainst the Lortt when the dispute
betweén ‘them: thickened. Driven by the force of grace, Nambj
Asroorsr Degan %0 sing the praise of the Lord in verse of
solemn strain,

5. The biide who was 10 have murwied NamBi Aaroorar
remained & -spinster, -epent her time in meditation an  hint
and in: a short time fpmedv awsy to ressll the holy fmu
the Lord.

6. Nambhi Asroorar .them- begam his pilgrimege to the
Saivite ghrines in- Tamsl Nadu and in ewery pisce he composed
cxlempare -stanzas im praise of Lord BIVA. They wers
called * Pathikams® a8 gemeraliy tem. stanass were composod
88 & gingle unit. ke vigited. Thisunsavalvor. Thisuthursiyoor
and Thiryvathikal. In the lastmontioned plece. Thirunaaveke
karasu Nagyanasr, - very femownod Siva Bhakths had served
Lord SIVA by singing .abowt Him and' ¢lesning the temple
premises. So, Nambi Aarovrar was  sfreid to set his foot om
that sacsed soil and spent the pight in 8 public ‘rest-house’
outside the village. He wam, however, - medithting on' the
Loxd qof Thiruvathikei. When ke feii. Bsledp, the Lomd of
Thiruvathikai took the form of an old Brahimin.and took bis
bed in the same rest-house placing His feet on the head of
Nambi -Assqorar, So; the Jartermencd %o . diffiedent place
1p the resthouss and evca thewe - the.: old ' Brebmin ‘agein
Rlaged His fect om 4he head .of Nemisi Assdorsr. Nemsbi

Apsogm, (erclare, acsosied, the, Brahsgin amd. sowght s
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explesation for the strange ect of his. The Prahiliin yualshed
after asking Nambi Asrorar whether he did met Imow Him,
Nambl Asroorar immediatoly reslised thatit wes Lord SIVA
sod be sang in His praise. *

v 1. Then he went to Tirumasanikuzhi, Thiruthinsinagar
ond Chidsmbarsm. Whea ho beheld the fall goppram of
Chidsmbaram. he prostrated on the ground snd with his
hands raised above his head (n worship entered the temple
and sang in praise of the Lord in ecostasy. The Lords
divine voioe directed Nambi Asroorar to visit Thiruvasroor.
He then reached Sirksazhi where Thirugnssnssambsndar had
lived and had been fed with Her milk by Goddess Paarvathi
when he was a child. Here alsn, out eof deep veneration
for the place which had had such holv assnciation with Thirugnaana-
sambandar, he stayed on the outskrits of the place and tsag
in praise of the lord from there. Then he visited Thiru.
kolakks Thirupunkoor. Maavuram, Ambar  Msabaalam,
Thirupukaloor and reached Thiruvasroor. '

8. Lord Vasmeeka Naathar bf Thiruvaaroer indicated
to the people of that place the impending advent of His
srdent devotes. Nambi  Aarcoear, to that place and asked
them to give him a suitable welcome. They enthusiastically
decorated the streets and the city and weleomed Nambi
Aaroorsr at the outskirts of the city. He paid his respects
to them aud began to sing in praise of the Lord. He
prostrated in front of the temple snd then entered it With
raised hands. Nambi Asroorar bowed before the thousand-
pillared Mandapam snd then wonthinped Vanmeckanathar and
sang in His praise. The Lord's divine voice then snnounced
that He (the Lord) was the bosom friend and comnanion
(comrade) of Namhi Aaroorar aad that the latter should appear
in wedding dress thence forward. Nambi Aaroorar exnressed
bis immenso gratitude to the Lord and then visited Thysaga-
reajas’s Sannadhi in the temple. We donned his Wedding dress’
dnd worshipped the Lord daily. The people called him the
comrade of Lord SIVA.

9. Kamalini, one of the two devotees of Goddess
Pearvathi who bad met ‘Asisals Susdsrar in  the flower
sarden of Kailaas, bed: taken birth in Thiruvesroor sad was
neped. Pacavayass, - She- had- grewn -to be- % maid-of
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marringeahiE sie. She N6 usd © worikip the Lord n the
tempie daily. Ome dsy Nambi Asrcersr: (new ciled ‘Sundury
moorthy Naasyanaar by all the people) saw herin the temple
and was-immediately a‘tracted towards heri- Sheaho felt a
similar . attraction towards him Lord SIVA indioated to R
devotees that Pargvavaar should be wedded to Sundsramoorthy
Naavansar snd similarly indicated this to Sundsramoorthy
Nsavanaar siso. The wedding accordingly took plsce and
Sundaramoorthy Nasyansar was living with Pacavaysar at
Thiruvaaroor.

10 One dav. when Sundaramoorthy WNaayansar went
to the temnle he saw a biz conucrevation of the devon
of Lord SIVA in the thousand nillared mandapam snd hé
pined to bocome their devntee (the devotee of devotees).
Then he went ingide the temple and the Lord aopesred in
bis vision snd asked him to sing the vraise of His devotees.
Sundaramoorthy Naasyanaar asked for the Lord‘s guidance and
the divine voice of the Lord annovnced to him the firet lineg
of the verse to he sung. Sundaramoorthy Naavansar then
went to the Mandapam and composed extempore ¢ Thire
Thonda Thekai** expressing therein that he was the servant
of every devotee of the Lord.

11. An agriculturst of Kundaiyoor, a neighbouring
village, was supplying paddy and the other food 'stuffs to
Sundaramnorthv Naavanaar and Paravavaar. Once, on acoount
of drought, the agriculturist did not have sufficient grain for
supply to them and he was therefore, worried. During his
sleep that night. Lord SYVA indicated to him that enough
paddy would be given to him for despatch to Sundaramoorthy
Naayansar. According to the Lord’s directions, Kubera (the
God of wealth) stacked a mountain heap of paddy in
Kundaiyoor The agriculturist could not find ways and means
of transporting that quantity to Thiruvaaroor and ftold
Sundaramoorthy Ngasysnasr so. As Lord SIVA had also
indicated to Sundaramobrthy Wasyansar the provision of paddy
made ia Kuadaiyoor, he visited that village, saw the heap
and decided that only the Lotd could provide the agency for
the trangport. He went to Thirukkolili snd ssng in praise
of tha Lord. The Lord  asanounced that- ‘SIVA’S host (Sive-
ganss) would transport the pasddy not only to Parsvavass’s
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mﬁw gwory_ house in Whe ~catie oty of Thlswmaswor

r 0. Sems tims %iter, ons Kotpufi’ Nésysnssr of Thire-
swettipathasasdonttt jvited s...u.m "Nad to Hhe
fmmer's plass. Whew the heitor west “Where, he was  given
o grand mbeption. - Kotpuli Wﬂ' “adked Snndarainoofﬂxy
Nesyamase to nmrry ‘b daugheérs - Singadiyast and Vanap-
pokaigear but Swndarsmeothy  Naayenser ‘fdld bim ‘thet 'Be
would trest them as his daughters and he blessed them. He
then visited the temple in the village and sang io praise of
the. Lord.  Ho visited Thirvuslivalem, worshigiped the” Lord
{p the temple, sang in His praise aad retumed 0
Thiruvaaraor.

'3% As the Paoguni Uttsram festival wes to take place
in ‘¥hidyvasroor, Sundars ‘Moorthy Nasyamaar wested to
gather setousces for the ewpenditre during the festival. He
wet te Thiswppukaleor, semg iu praise of the Lord of the
wpece and slopt in front of the temple with a few mud’
beibks 'servieg ws bis pilow. When He awoke, he found
that dbe dticks had become gold. He sgain sang im praise
of the Lord and went to Thiruppanaiyodr. There ‘the Lord'
appeared in his vision as Nataraajaa in the dancing pose and
Sundaramoorthy Naaganaar saeg i praiss of the Lerd !4gain

hcn he returped ta. Thiruvaaranr..

14. Agaim, soma time lster, he visted Thinmeaniem:
and several other places and worshipped and sang in praise’
of the Lard.in every. place. At Thicuvaiampozhif, the Lord
appeared in Susdaramootby MNaaysnear's dream and’ ssked him
why he forgot to visit Thiruomzhapeadi. The acxt mosming
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar weat 40 that piace and -worshipped’
and sang in praise of the Lord. Them he visited several’
shrines oo both sides of the sives Cauvery snd reached:
Thiruvasnasikkea: Thers, i his song im praise of the Lord.’
Sundaramoorthy Naaysnsas sefewed o the Lood's gremt
kindoess in ordpining that the memk ornsment Joss by “the
ébl?ll King whils bathing in: the Cesvesy shousid, e Sesired-
bum. S0t jnto -the pot of ‘wates obimimed fromy the river'
{;; ,J..o;d. Losdis: Abhisheks (hath) aod dhould wdors



1

18 Then e went o Thirupasthilisthirsamem. There,
s the Lot¢ @8 net give him  goid, Sindaramoorthy
Neaysssar wab apsot and Saug i & sad vein ndieating thet,
it sho Lesd of that plass WwouM not five Mim gold, he could
get it from the Lerd im any ofher plass. Thereupon, be got
the desired gold from the Lord of that very place.

16. Then he went to Thirupaigngnoeeli, Thiruveengoimalai,
Thituppandikkodumudi and reached Thirupperoor. At Thirup-
peroor, the Lord gave Bundaramoorthy Nsayansar darshan
of His dsnce pose as in the Kanakstabhai of Chidambaram,
Suadaramoorthy Naaganaar desired to visit Chidambaram agaia.
Ea toute, he proceeded towards Thtruuudukunrm avoiding
Thirukoodalayaru which was very mear.,” On the way he
encountered & Brahmin of whom bhe enquired the way to
Thitumudukunram. The Brahmin told him that that was the
way to Thirukdodalasyury, led Sundatamoortly Naaysnaar for
some distance and then vapished. Sundaramoorthy Naayansar
realisod that it was Lord SIVA Who had appeared as o
Brahmin and praised the Lord for this, worshipped Him at
Thiurkudalayary and then reached Thirumudukunram.

17. At Thirusudukunram, the Lord gave Suadars-
moorthy Nasysassr twelve thomsnd piccss of gold. Suadars-
moorthy Naayanaar prayed to the Lord that the gold picess
should be made to appear in & micaculeuws way at Thire-
varoor to the astonishment of the people of that place.
Yhe Lord asked him o drop the gold into the Manimuthas
triver in Thirumsdukunram and recover it from the tank
ia  Thiruvesrcor. Sundaramoorthy Naayasssr took a
small piess of the gold for comparison of the quality with
that of the gold 0 be recovered from the tank and dropped
the rest into the rivex ot Thirumudukunram. Yhea he visited
Thirukkedemtbeot and tcached Chidambasam. After worshipping
the Losd there, he reached Thiruvasroor

18. At Thiruvearoor, Susdatsmootthy Nasyansar told
Paravayaar abowt the geld dropped imto the river at Thirn,
mudukuarem and ssid that e wouwld Pecover it from the tank
at Thiruvaaroor. Paravavayaas was disposed t be soeptical
but went with hlm to the tank. Sundaramoorthy = Naayanar
worshippod the Lerd in the temple and seasohed My the gold
in the task. As he ocould mot loomte it, he san§ s peaise
of the Lord and prayed thet the Lord showld #ot M him



down: in the prosence of & womam. :Then -be recovered the
gold but it was below the mark whea compared with the
ssmple piecs with him. Again hesaag in praise of the Loed
ond the quality of the gold tho better and

. 19) After some time, he left om a pilgrimage.
He visited Thirunallsry snd went asround Sirkaazhi praising
Thirugnasnasambandar without setting foet in that place which
had been hallowed by the great Thirugnaans Sambanadar who had
lived there. Them he left for Thirukkarukaavoer. En route,
when he was tired om account of the' Sud’s heat, he found &
small thatched shed and « Brahmin in it. Sundaramoorthy
Neaaysunsat and his followers went into the shed for rest and
were uttering the Panchasksbara. The Brahmin effered food
to Sundaramoorthy Nassyanaar who gratefully accepted it.
Tho entire party ate out of it but still the quantity did not
diminish. Sundaramoorthy Nasynpaar and the others then slept.
When they awoke they found that the Brabmin and the shed
had disappeared. Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar realised that it
was the Lotd Who had given them shelter and food and sang
is praise of the Lord for the kindness showa. Then they
reached Thirukkaruksavoor, went to Thirukkazhipaalai and
then to Chidambaram. After worshipping the Lerd there,
Sundaramoorthy Naayansar went to Thirunaavaloof.

28) After staying for some time in Thirumsavaloor, he
went to Thirukkezhukkunram and Thirukkachoor. In the latter
place, his followers did mnot reach him and he was hungry
a8 it was past meal time. The Lord teok the form of a
Brahmin and told Sundaramoorthy Naayansar that, as the
Istter was bungry, He (the Lord) - would take alms from
the village and foed &im in a short time. Accordingly, the
Lord brought cooked food to him and Sundaramoerthy
Noayansar and -his pasty ate it. The Lord them vanished
and Sundaramoorthy Naayanssr was again greatly moved by
tae Lord’s kindaess and sang in His praise, From there
he left for Kaanchespuram,

21) The people of Kaancheopuram who heard about
the groatacss of Suadaramoerthy Naayanaar welcomed him at
the outskrits of the city. Then they all went. .inte the . city



ho went. to Thirumsetrali Thirpvonekkasnthastrali.  la
the latter place, Sundaamoosthy Neayasssr prayed to the
Lord and got goid. Them be wont to Ansakathasgavatham,

22) Anindhithai, one of the two lady devotess of
Goddess Paarvathi who were attracted to Aalsala Sundarar
in the flower garden of Kailass was botn in a Vellala
family in 8 place called “Gasayiru” near Thiruvotriyoor.
She was named Sangiliysar. As she had attained marriageable
age, her parents wanted to find & groom for her. When
she knew this, she sweoned as sho had set her beart on
marrying only & blessed devotes of Lord SIVA and could
not brook the idea of marriage with an ordipary person,
When ehe resovered, she explained this to her parents
and suggested that she should be allowed to go to Thiru-
votriyoor and do service to Lord SIVA. This was not, however,
accoded to by her parents. Some time later, some people
approached the parents of Sangiliyaar for her hand on bebalf
of a young man. Her parents, however, evaded their request
without revealing to them Sangiliysar’s aspiration. Then the
yousg man who had sought Sangiliyaar’s hand in marriage
snd the people who acted as his cmissaries died.
Sangiliysar's parents were takem aback by this and out of
fear took her to Thiruvotriyoor and left her thero so that
she might do service to Lord SIVA according to her desire.
Thea they returned to the village. Sangiliyaar daily used to

make garlands of flowers in a secluded apartment of the
temple and offer them for the Lord’s use.

23) Sundaramoorthy Naayansar visited the temple and,
after worshipping the Lord, weat round the temple snd ho
caught sight of Sangiliyasr who had just then come out of
her secluded apertment to deliver the garlands made by her.
Ho desired to marry her and, after asceitaining that she was
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Selify duvoted service o the Lord, He went to the Lord
mpﬂmm:mumm:wm. At, ‘sunset, the Lord

in the vision of Sundsrsicorthy Nasyanasr and
edstred him that Sadgiligsar would marry him. That eame
figin, tHe Lord appesred fn Sangifiysar's dream and told
Bet that Sundaramoortly Nayswssr was His diessed devotes
snd bosom companion mnd thet she sbould mmrry him. She
was plestantly surprised and, tBough willing to marry
Sunttaramoofthy Nuaystagr, she répresented to the Lord
thst Sumdsrsmoorthy Naayansar Bad aiready been happily
married at Thiruvaaroor. The Lord said thatshe could ask
Sundaramoorthy Naaysnaar to promise her that he woul not
leave her. She agreed. The Lord then sppesred in the vision
of Sundarimoorthy Naayanaar snd told him that Sangiliyaar
would mirry himm if he promised not to lesve her. Sundars-
moorthy Nuayandar was perplexed as such & promise, ff
made, would prevent him from going on his pilgrimages to
warship Lord SIVA in His temples in various places. So,
hs requested the Lord'to absent Himself from His Sanctum
Sanctorum in the temple and be present uader the flower
tree in the temple at the time when he would make his
promise to Sangiliyaar so that the promise might not be
made directly in the presence of the Lord. The Lord agreed
dut He told Sangiliyaar that she shoutd ask Sundaramoorthy
Naayanosar to make his promise underneath the flower tree
sad not in front of the Lord's Sanctum Sanctorum. Next day,
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaat met Sangiliyaar and she asked him
to make his promise to her undemeath the flower tree.
Sundarimoorthy Naayansar was taken aback but he made the
promise uader the tree as, at that stage, he could not but
carry out her roquest, That might, the Lord told His
devotees in the place to arrange for the marriage of Samgiliyaar
with Sufndaramoorthy Naasyanaar and it was  celebrated
accordingly.

24) Sundaramoofthy NWNaayanaar lived with Sangiliyaar
for some time. Then he remembered that the Vasanthot-
sava of the Lord of Thiruvasroor was approaching and waated
to go to Thiruvaaroor. He worshipped the Lord of Thiru-
votriyoor i the temple andleft for Thiruvaatoor. Immediately,
he became totally blind. Realising that this was due to his
haviog broken the sacred promise made to Sangiliyaar before
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the: Lesd,. be samg in. praise. of the.Lord -but with na. effect.,
Eton: 30, heorwaw detemmined~te §o.: to.Thisuvaareor.. Led.. by,
somw.-polcms, bo remeied Thirusaliniveayil, wemhipped and
sang imipraise - o' the: Lord.: Then . he. weat to. Thiruverutie.
peshkemxiandsang'a somg-onquiring the. Loed whethes He way
in: the temple, Thedordeaid:thas Ho-wes there alright.snd gavas.
walltig stick: to Sundrameesthy Nesysmssr. Then.. he wept
to Pasboyanoos: From theve he. reached the. outekiria. of.
Toirvvasleskicsadu wiese Keareikbasl Ammaysar, &  gien
dovetes: of the Lord; bad walled on. her. head: going. round-
the : temple: considering it to bo a sserilogs. te walk over the
saoted: placs en her fest. Me sang: about she Losd from the.
outskirts: of the place without geing. into _the. place. aut of
defercase for the greatmesa: of Kascaskkaal Ammaysar aad the.
boly: suil which she did not toush with her fest, Then by,
wenit to Thisuvwooral and Kagsehospurama. Ad. Kasncheepuram,
ho' worshipped Geddess Kasmaskshi and went to the temple
of Lord Ekaambaseswara. Sumdaramooctby Naayapaar Wwogr,
shipped the Lord and prayed to MHim te restore his eye sight
8o that be coukd see the Lords form. His lsft eyp sight
was restored to him. As Kasacheepuram Is the seat of a
reiownod Sekkthi Poctam presided over by Goddess Kaamaakshi
and a8 the lefé half of Lord SIVA'S form is that of the
Goddess, Sundarsmoorthy Nsayasaar's left eyo god its sight
there. He then left Kaancheopuram and reached Chola Naadu
through Thiruvaamaathoor and Thiruvarathurai.

25) He visited Thiruvaavaduthurai and Thiruthuruthi. In
the latter place, he prayed to the Lord to cure him of a
disease from which he was suffering greatly. The Lord told
m to tske his beth in the temple tenk and, when he did s,
to the sutprise of ail, he was completely oured of his disease.
He sang in praise of the Lord and reached Thiruvaaroor. He
prayed to Lord Vanmeeksnastbar to restore sight to his right
eye -as he waated to soc the Lord with both his eyes. His
Toduest was gianted. Sundaramoorthy ‘Neayaasar then went to
Devasiriyamandapam  (thousand-pillared mandapam) and stayed
there,

26) Somo of Sundaramgorthy Nasygnsar's followers who
went to Paravayaar’s house were not allowed to enter it as
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’hm’uyw was e¢nraged on accoumt of the marriage of
Sundaramoorthy Naysnaar with Seagilivasr, When he heand
this, Suadaramoorthy Nasyasasr wm upssl. He seat some
people to pacify Psravayssr. They were unable to do »e.
Paravayasr said indignantly that she would give up ber life
if Sundsramoorthy Naspanaar should astempt to rejoin her.
So, Sundaramoorthy Nasysnsar prayed to the Lord of Thiru-
vasroor at mid-night. The Lord i His kindness appeared
before him and asked him what be wented Sundaramoorthy
Nasyanaar prayod that the Lord should umdertake the task
of pacifying Psravayaat and re-umiting her with bim. The
Lord agreed to do so and went to Paravayasr's house in the
guise of sn Archaks of His temple. He knecked at the locked
door of Paravaysar's house. Paravayasr who was sad and
sleepless identified the voice as that of the Lord's Archaka
asd opened the doer not knowing what made him go to her
at that mid-might hour. When she was told by her visitor
that she should allow Sundaramoorthy bisayanssr to rejoin
her, she refuted to do so and also told the visitor that it
was not preper on his part to have intorfered in the matter.

27) The Lord went back to Sundarsmoorthy Naayanaar
and told him of His failure to pacify Paravayyar. Sundara-
moorthy Naayanaar begged the Lord to intervene once agsin
and somehow bring Pacavayasr round He said that he would
give up his life if it could not be dome. The Lord told him
that He would try again and went in His own form with
His SIVA Gaoas Meanwhile, Paravayaar sensed that the
Archaka who spole to> her . should have been the Lord
Himsell and she tegretted her failure to act up to the advice
given to her. So, when the Lord mow appeared in her house,
she prayed for forgiveness and agreed to allow Sundaramoorthy
Naayanaar to rejoin her, The Lord broke this good news o
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar aad he and his followers proceeded
to Paravayaar's house, Paravaysar bad suitably lit hes house

and sdorned it and she welcomed Sundaramoorthy ,Nm
with geeat delight.

28) The news of the Lord’s intercession with Paravaysar
on behalf of Sundaramoorthy Nasysnsar was received by a
great devotee of Lord SIVA by npame Yeyarkon
Kalikksama Nasyansar of Thirupperumangalam with greal
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cosoorn, He was steraly of opinien that Sundaramoorthy
Nasysnar should mot have set the Lord on such o task
and was besido himeelf with rage om that scoount. Sundara-
moorthy Naayanaar prayerfully breught this to the Lord's notice.
The Lord made Yeyarkome Kalikkaama Nasyansar suffer from
acute stomach pain sad also told him that only Sundaramoorthy
Naayausar could cure him of it., Yeyatkone Kalikkaama
Naayansar refused to seek cure from Sudaramoortby Nasyansar
The Lord also told Sundsramoorthy Nasysnaar that he should
go and cure him of bis ailment. When Yeyarkome heard thad
Sundaramoorthy Naayansar was on his way to visit him (the
former) for curing him of the ailment he (Yeyarkone) ous
his stomach with a knife and died. When Sundaramoorthy
Naaysosar arrived st Ycyarkome's house and found what bad
happened, he was very much upset and attempted to cut
himself also with the same knife. But, by the Lord's grace.
Yeyarkone came to life, caught held of the knife and
prevented Sundaramoorthy Nasysnaar from cutting himself.
Yhey both embraced each other in friendship. Then they both
went to Thiruppunkoor and worshipped the Lotd there.
Then they went to Thiruvaaroor and Yeyarkone Kalikkaama
Naayaonar returned to his village after worshipping the Lord
of Thiruvaaroor.

29) Then Sundaramoorthy Naayapaar went to Thiru-
naagaikkearohanam, worshipped the Lord, Sang in His praise,
obtained gold, gems, jewels, clothes, horses, sword etc. and
returned to Thiruvasroor after worshippicg the Lord 1
various places,

30) Then Cheramaan Peruman Naayanaar (Cheia King who
was in Kodungsloor of Chols Mandalam (region) lcarnt
about the greatness of Sundaramoorthy Naayansar from
Lord SIVA. He proceeded to Thiruvaaroor to meet
Sundaremoorthy Naayanaar. The latter welcomed the King
and they both embraced each other. Sundaramoorthy Naayanasr
played host to the king and took Him to the temple to
worship the Lerd.

31) After some time, Sundaramoorthy Nesyspaar desired
to g0 on & pilgrimage to various places in Pandyanaadu. He
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winhipped Vaameekatisthir of Thiruvadroor sod west  with
‘Chers King" to ' Keezkviactidor, ' Thirunsigeitkarobsnses
sl Vodsaraayim. Al the last-meatitued™ pisce; he saw the
door-myintheumﬁro whishi bhdl been used by the
Vedss once upon o tims and wad’ subsequeilly closed in such
um'nnyr that 'no oné could opla it. But Thirumavakkaresu
oad Thirgghaass Sibaodaf durigy their joist visit to
Vodumyim bad respictively opened amd closed the door-wa
by their songs. Busdaramoortliy Nasyabas? paid bis mM"
ful homage to them both. Thet ko snd the Chem' King
went to Agastiyasnpslli aid Kuztegarkodi and reached
Pandysnaadu.

R | Tbcy vi:itea Thirubpﬁtbbor and Jeft for Madursi.
Near Mnaqﬁ th,ey weie welcomed by (¢ Pawhdya King
and  his son_ in-low  (Kidg'of Chbla Nddu) They ail” wem
to Mﬂurgg qn& dundamnoorihy Nnynhr worshipped Lord
Somrlundt'mwm saig it Hif' praldd. The Pashdys King

;ep Sundlmmoo:tﬁy Nasjaniar add the' Chers King is
a palqﬂ&i building. Alter staying there for ebme time,
Sundmloonﬁy Nuyanm ft With' the three Kings to
Thiruppovatnam and stéyed therd fot some days. Then
he returned to Madurai with the three Kings, He viSiwd
Thiruvaappanocor and Thiruvedakam. Then he went to Thirup-
pmnkundram with the. Kifigs add worstippéd the Lord and
sang in his praise. Then Sundsrsmoorthy Nasaysspsr and
the Chera King Joft for Thirukkutrsdlam. Thirakkurumpals,
Thirunelveli and Rameswaram While staying in Rameswaram.

he sang in praise of the Lord of Thirukkaetheeswaram in
8ri Lanka,

33) Leaving Rameswaram he went to Thirschchuzhial
where the Lord appesred in his dream in the form of
a bull and told Susidaramoorthy Nasyanaar. that His (the
Lord’s) abode was Kaanapper. Sundarmoorthy Naayanase.
therefore, went to that place, wortshipped sapg in
praise of the Lord and went to Thirup payil and
entered the Chols territory. He reache$ . Fhiruvaaroor
after visitiog Pathaleeswaram. The Chera King ”d Suadars-
moorthy Naayanaar stayed for some time im Pacavayaar's
house at Thiruvaaroor.



34) The Chera King soon desiroR g
Kingdom. Sundaramoorthy Nasyansar als@) 2o
They reached Thirukkandiyoor and worshilggd ¥ " of
that place. The Chera King suggested 10 Wi
Naayannar thes they sbould visit Thiruvaiyasru which was close
by on the bank of the Cauvery. The river was in foll flood
and could mod be crossed even om boats. Sundaramoorthy
Nasysoasr ssug in praise of the Lord of Thiruvaiyssru snd
the river gave thema & passago. The rushing: wators sccumulated
and stayed like a hill on one side and the flowing water
on the other side meved away leaving the sandy bed exposed
in the middle. The party of devotces including the Chera
King who socompanied Sundaramoortby - Nasyanaar  Was
wonder-struck at this and, praying to God, they all weat
to Thituvaiyssru, Woishippesd the Lord and returned by the
same passage to the other side of the river. Then the river
water which had been staying unmoved like & hill till then
resumed its flow, :

35) Then they all went towards the west, passed
Kosganaadu and reached Koduogaloor. The Chera King took
Sundaramoorthy Naayansar to  Thiruvanjaikkalsm. After
worshipping the Lord and singing in His praise, Sundaramoorthy
Naayanoar was mounted on an clephant with the Chers King
geated behind him and honmouring him as if Sundaramoorthy
Naaysnsar was the King and he (the King) was a humble servant,
In that maoner, they resched Kodungaloor where again the king
greatly homoured Sundaramoorthy Naayspaar by seating him
on the throne and worshipping him.

36) After staying there for some time, Sundaramootthy
Naayanast wanted .to return to Thiruvaaroor. The Chera
King tried to retain him there itse}f, but Sundaramoorthy
Naayanaar resolutely left. The King sent a huge retinue to
follow Sundarsmoorthy Nssyasnss with many valuable presents.
When Sundaramoorthy Nsayansar spproached Thirumurugan-
poondi, Lord SIVA ordered His Sivaganas to go in the
guise of hunters and plunder the valuables from the bearers.
The Ganas did aocordingly snd the bearers complained to
Sundaramoorthy  Nasyanaar  about it Sundaramoorthy
Nasyanaar worshipped the Lord at Thirumaruganpeondi snd
sang to Him asking Him why He was in that place where
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e plunder took place. -The Lord wiade the Ganas stack, the

valvable in fromt' of the ' temple. Sundmmzhy

yesasr then loft the place accompshied by the besarers
with the watuables and:'resched Thirdvasrocr.

" 3T) After staying in Thiruvasroor for some days,
Susdaramoorthy Nasysusar wanted to go to the Chera King
and left Thiruvasroor. Whem he reached Thiruppukkoliyeor
(AVINASHI), he found in s street that there was great
rejoicing in ene house while there was great mouming in
gaothér house. On enquiry, Sundafamoortby Naayannar learnt
that two boys sged five had gone to bathe in a tank some
years ago and ome of them was devoured by a crocodile
while the other returned safe. The latter’s Upanayanam
(sacred thread ceremony) was taking place that day and
there was rejoicing in that house. In memory of the other
boy, the people were mourming in-the other house Susdara-
moorthy Naayanaar was greatly moved when he heard this.
Just them, the deceased boy's parents came to hum and pros-
trated before him. To his emquiry, they replied that the sad
event had taken place seme years earlier but their long-
;unding desire t0 meet him was fulfilled just then and
they were happy about it. Sundaramoosthy Nasyanaar was
struck with their great love for him even in such a sad
moment of their lives. He, therefore, decided to bring to
Iife their deceased son before going to the temple to
worship the Lord of Avimashi. At his suggestion, he was
taken to the tank in question and there he sang to the
Lord asking Him to make Yama the God of death.
surreader the boy back alive. Before the fourth stanza was
completed,. Yama put the boy into the stomach of . the
crocodile after giving the boy the normal growth of . the
years that bad gone by afier he had been devoured by the
crocodile. The crocidile disgorged the boy alive. The pareats
and the boy prosirated before Sundaramoosthy . Nasyanaar,
The Devas showered blossums and the people aspund were
ocstatic st what they had sees  Thes Sumdaramoorthy
Naayanaar weat to the temple with the boy and his pareats,
worshipped the Lord and returned to the boy’s house where
he had the Upanayanam of .the boy performed ip his
presence.



38) Ho ‘then reahed the hill region of the: CheraKing,
The people of (he. area rushed to the King and ‘told
hith ‘of the mmle Pe:fomed by swlmmotthy Naayansa
st Avinashi. The King was immenaly h:m ad made all
mangcmu to give a royal reception Sundmmoorthy
Niayassat. The King mounted bis eclopbant lnd followed ' by
his ministers and’ hi}b officials proceeded to receive 'Sundara-
moorthy Nssysnsst. He prostrated before Sundaramoorthy
Naayansar sad mouﬂted him. on the ehphut. himself .(the
King) holding fthe umbrelh to - Sundaramoorthy Naayansar.
The latter Stayed in that place and visited some Surrounding
places and worshipped the Lord in all those places.

+ 39) One day, when the Chers Kiog 'was taking - bath,
Sundaramoorthy -Naayssaar went to- Thiruvanjaikkalam, went
round the temple, prostrated bofore the Lord and prayed
with great devotion to redeem him from the world and take
him to the.Lord’s service in Kailaas  When he had . com-
pleted his song in praise of the Lord and was coming out
of the temple, Lord Vishnu,. Brahma and other Gods 'met
him with a white elephant according to the directions of the
Lord of Kailass and informed him that Their mission was to
take him back to Kailaas. The Gods did obeisance to him
and mounted him on the ‘clephant with great eclat to the
accompaniment of divine music and: floral showers. Sundara-
moorthy Nasyanaar at that moment thought of the Chera
King.

40) The Chera King learnt about all this and imme-
diately rode a hotse to Thiruvanjaikkalam, saw Sundara-
moorthy Nuyanurs ethereal progress to Kailas and whis-
pered into the horse's ear the Lord’s' Panchaskshara maatra,
Jmmediately, the horse rose in. the sky, .reached Sundara
moorthy Naaysnaar's elephant, went round it in vemeration
and them went sn advance of it.

. 41) The. Chera King's retinue who saw sl this resolutely
cut themselve to death with their swords, attained Veers
Swargs and went before the King. in . respectful service to
him.
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42) Sundaramoorthy Naysasr reached the souther
ebtrance 1o Kasilass singing a song in praise of the Lord.
There he and the Chers King dismounfed and west into the
temple. The Chera King, however, was kept waiting outside
the Lord’s Ssnctum while Sundaramoorthy Nasyanssr went
inside. The Lord welcomod Sundarsmoorthy Nasysnssr and
the latter gratefully acknowledged the kindness of the Lord in
having redeemed him from mundane life and restored him to
the Lord's service and presence. Ho them informed the Lord
about the waiting Chera King. The Lord called the latter to
His presence and asked him to be the Chief of the Sivaganas
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar resumed bis original service to
the Lord in Kailaas as Aalaala Sundarar.

43) Paravaysar and Sangiliyasr also returned to Kailaas,
bocame Kamalini and Anindbithal as before and resumed their
servios to Goddess Paarvathi,

44) The song by Sundaramoorthy Nasyansar when
he was makimg his ethereal progress to Kailsas was entrusted
to Varuna for being conveyed to Thiruvapjaikkalam. It was
accordingly conveyed.

2. PURAANAM OF THE BRAHMINS LIVING
IN THILLAI. (CHIDAMBARAM).

1. Chidambaram, the .seat of Lord Natarsja (Lord
SIVA in the dance pose) ocoupies a very prominent place
ln Saivite philosopby and Asgamass. It embodies the most
intricate Vedaatic truth about the human soul. The Lord
in His Lingg Form and in the form of Natarsja in
Chidambaram. i» served by a sect of Brghmins who are
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refetred ‘to by the term - * Brabmins who live in Thllln
They Wére ofiginally thres thousand in’ number. Thqywon%
to & Tamous dynssty and wete spotless devotess of Lord
SIVA, wellleducsted- in Vodms and Asgamass amd also perfect
in the peorformance of their dally karmas (ordd,qod
routine).

2) Their greatness is affirmed by the fact that that
the Lord of Cbidambaram counted Himself as one among
thets apd: referred: to Himscl: as *-Ose among those: Rishis .
Further, when the Lord: of: Thiruvasseor asked Suadars-
moorthy Nasyanaar to sing the praise of the Lord’s. devetees,
the Lord: Himself. anpounced the opening. line of
the somg which. runs *“] am a.servant to. the servant of.
the Brabmins living in Thillai ™.

3. THIRU NEELAKANTA NAAYANAAR PURAANAM.

1. There was 8 petter in Chidambaram who was &
great devotee of Lord Siva and who greatly homoured Mis
devokees also. He was a srraight-forward person and would
never utter falsehood. He used always to extol the Lord’s,
consummption of the deadly Haalashals pofson and its reteqtjon
in His throat whereby He earned the name ‘* Neeclakkanta ™.
The potter used to explain that the Lord retained the
poision in His throat in order to indicate to ‘the humsn
beings that He would always remove obstacle and difficulties.
Hence the potter was called Thiru Neclakanta Naayanaar.
He pursued his profession us a potter and cked out his
livelihood by the sale of mud vessels made by bim. He also
used to preseat mud bowls to devotses of Lord SIVA
who lived on alms,

2. One day, he went to a prostitute’s house and returaed
home. His wife who was a very chasts lady eame to know
of this. After that, though she was attending to her
household work as usual, she refrained from baving physical
union with ber husbamd. Once, when he approached her for
such union, she swors on the Lord"s nnme * Neelakanta *
and told her husband not to touch * us”™ thereby referring
to all women im gemeral. In view of her swesring on the
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’loﬁ'p particoler mame which Thirumcelakants Nasysnser wm
hhhbcmofhum.beumthoum
-«mmm. The husbend and wife were living
bappily ostensibly doing their soutise duties but without
'“! phynict! cantsct. This was, (therefore, quite .4  socret
lﬂ dthers. The ceuple grew old in due course but did
pot slacken in their devotion to Lord SIVA or in the
observance of their vow of absteation from physical union.

| é

3) Lord SIVA intended that the world at large shouid
ksow their great virtue. 8o, He took the form of a Siva
Bbakta and went to Thiruneclakenta Nasyaosar's heuse. ‘The
latter welcomed ‘the guest and henoured him. The guest
eatrusted to him a 'mod bowl snwd ‘asked him to keep it
safe and retum it when he (the guest) ssked for'it. He
made it clear that it was a valusble bowl as it would
purifly everything that came in comtact with it and that,
therefore, even a bowl made of gold and silver would not
‘match its worth. Thiruneelakanta Nasyanaar received it and kept
it in a safe place. The guest then took leave and went awsy.

4) Lord SIVA ordained that the bowel should disappear
fiom Thironcelakants Naasyanaar’s house and then He appeared
in His old guise and asked for the retum of the bowl
Thiruncelakanta Naayanaar searched for it in -vain. He told
the guest of his predicameat and apologetically premised
to give a different bowl. The guest would not listen. He
insisted thet the very same bowl entrusted to bim should be,
teturned. He'said at the same time that Mnneolakkm
Naayansar had misappropristed the bowl and committed W
& great sin thereby and that the crime would be exposed ly
him (the guest) mercilessly When ‘'Thiruncelakants Naayanaar
remoostrated and pleaded innocence, the guest suggested to
the former that be should hold his son’s hend, bathe in the
tank and swear that he had not misappropriated the hpyvl.
Thiruncelakanta Naayanaar said that he bsd no sos -ang ; the
guest ssked him in that event to hold his wife’s hand imstead
while bathing . and msking the averment. Thiruncelakanta
Naayanaar said that on- account of a vow.takes by them. be,
and his wife would mot physically contact ecach other and
"that, therefore, ho alonc would bathe and -make the siatement
cequired,
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'S) The gesst woald wot :ecoépt this:i. 'Hs: prossvdod 140
'the assembly of-the -Thillal mmmww them -
:about Thiromeelskants ~Naayatest's ‘donduct.’ After hearing
Thireseelakanta Nasyasasr about ‘tho complaint, ~they said dhat
‘it was proper that he should sstiefy the -owmer of ‘the bowl
by. doing what he wanted and that heshowld, therefure, ;bathe
in the tank -with his wife snd make 'the statbment required.
Then Thiruncelakents Nasyanaar took his wife to the temple
task and be and bis ‘wife went to bathe. each of them ' holling:
one cnd of a bamboo stick held between .them. :But the owner
of the bowl protested against their holding a stick and demad-
ded that they -should hold their hands and not a° stick.
Thirmeelakanta ‘Naayspaar had no ‘other go and snnounced’
publicly afl the circumstances connected with ‘the secret vow
observed by them during all those long years. So' saying,
they bathed and'lo! when they rose from ‘the water, thoy
hed regained their youth. ‘The complainant wes not to be
scen at all Lord SIVA -appeared with Paarvathi Devi ‘on
the Vrushabha mount and biessed ‘the couple. The Devss
showered flowers on 'them, In due oourse. Thiruncelakanta
Neaysnear and bis wife attained SIVA LOKA,

4, YIYARPAKAI NAAYANAAR PURAANAN

‘L. A Vysin called Yiyarpakai Nasyamaar lived in
Kavirippoompattinam ‘whete the river Cauvery enters the ses,
'He -was very - liberal-minded and - gavo te devotees of Lord
SIVA whatever thoy wanted. LORD SIVA decided that the
world should .know the greatness _of  Yiyarpakai
Naayanaar. So, Ho took  the form of a  Baivite
Brabmin and went .to -the houwe of Yiysrpakai
Naayanar. The latter wsicomed .and homoured the guest.
The guest told Yiyarpakai Nasyansar that as he (the
'Istter) had the seputation of giving to devotees of Lord
SIVA whatever they wanted. He (the Brabmin) .would make
s request if Yiyarpakai Nasyaonsr .promised to . gramt it
Yiyarpakai Naayanar empbatically said that be .would give
. anything that the Brahmin wanted if - thiag -was . available
with hum. The Brahmin said thet he wanted Yiyarpakaiyaar's
wife. Yiysrpakai Daayanaar was Lappy «at - the ..request and
told his wife that he had made her over to the Brahmin
. guest Though initlally” teken-aback, she fecovered and tuld
vher’ lusband that kis word -was law - for her -and prosinated
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before, hise.  Yigarpaka! - Maayanses sis0+ presirsied  before
bomay she hed basome the wife.of the: Poabgnini  The.. wife
thee, pesstrayed. before. the . Bashenia. and:.. wanbigped: him
The Brabmin, osid: thet: he sppehendeds: thet  Yiphepalol's
relnsivgs . apd others migit .causs Bim,; (the Beshmin): tronble
while. tahing. the womemi Witk Him, andv thet Yiyarpebai
Neaysagsr: .should:; . secompany. thems;, fon. their. safely.
Yiynrpakkeh Naayssisar megroited that be had . not: himseld
thought of: i8¢ and. . esmiag - himeelf . with weaposs, bhe
accampanied  the Bsabmis. ssd the woman,

2, The rejagives, of Yiyaxpakei Nagysnsar and of the
woman gatherod together to, pravent the Brahmin from
taking the women with Him. The-Brabmin looked frightened
and. the lady sssured him that Yiysrpskai Nasyanage would
supcesfully deal with them. Hingdy wamen do not generally
meation the name aof thsic husbands s such meation
is; congldered ta. betoken & lagk of respect for the
hybaods. The fect- that the Naayapaar's wife at
this. stage, mentioncd, his mame .and, teld | the- Brahmin that
“ Yiyarpakai " waugld. dea}, with the: stiackers . shows- that she.
had actually considesed, nmg}f wa longss ta be his, wife and,
he to bo her busband in view of het ‘havi § been made
owr to the Brehmin: eatlier. Ylymhhl Nayadear also
astured- the- Bratrmin - likewise: and cbmonsed the crowd of
relatives. The relatives, hewever, surroumded the Bulmm
nispaciegly but' Yiyatpakai Nesysnasr out them all to pwoel
He secompanicd the Brabmia and the weman til} they crosved
a-forest. When they reached the: place known as Thiru-
cbehmkkndu. the Brahmin atkéd Yiyarpekai Nasyanaar to
retarss  The ' latter worshipped the Brehmin and returmed.
Immediately, the Beahmin oslled bhim again  But, when
Yiyarpakni Nesyansar turned back, the Brabmin had vanished
and Lord SIVA and goddess Paarvathi sppeared on the
Vrushaba. meunt; bicssed Yavarpskei Neayandisd ' and  his  wife
snd: gave them Biva Loka The relatives Who' had died in
the seuffle aiso attained Mokeha,

5. lizysankudi- Mare Naeyansar Purssnem

. 1. There. was a rich mim*m in; lliaysankudi: by
same Maarppaar. He was an asdens devotes or Lord SIVA.
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JiHe grontlyntespected Siva Bhaktas 463 alwaye batertiifd it

im his house! . Reed $1VA-imtended that the'wortd st'herge ¥HSiAd
inow that Maaranaar would, even though he was stricken
by great ,adviqﬁg., A}l -continug to0, .hanqur sad ‘entertain
devotees. of Lord SIVA and . would .pgt.biame-the-berd for
bis gdvgrsity, Bo Naayapast. aceprding: ®,..dbe  will xof
Losd SIYA, lost all -his wealth and beepme uttorly destitute.
sull,, by  sslling -the little . prop¢sty 4bat,..be »had snd
by bagrowing, he carricd an  his devout 'practie.-of . cater-
taining the devotess of Lord BSIVA.,

.2 Qn s rainy day . he bad stsved -tho whols day
and, being tired, retired for . the . night ,after .walhing for
any devotge of Lerd SIVA  and getting apne. At .desd iof
night, Logd SIVA took the form. of .4 ~devout &sivite.snd
knocked st the deor. . Naayansar gpened it, ; %00k .the' guisst
inside, wiped the.rain, water fcam bjs .body and +inade him
comfortaple. Then be and his - wife conferped sad :decided
that, as there was ne grain asailable inthe house for feeding
the guest, the newly sown paddy .gasins in the field should
be gathered fpr the, puspose. . In:pitch,.detkacss, . and:dead:fof
might and ip pouring ain Massrevanr :weat to the field,
collected .she grains from the wet figld:and gave themito 'his
wife As, there. was np. fuel in the .houss,..he dismsatied 1a
part of the ropf of .ihe house , and -utilised 1 #he Wooden
material in, pho toof 8 firewgod., Ha then boought sowme
edible., greens from the backyard for being eocked. '¥he
dutifl wife mangged .10 prepars, . good {food with . those
materals. Maaranaar then awpke the,guest and requested 'him
to partake of the food, The guest disappesced. . .and in lis
Pplace Lord SIVA. and goddess. Paarvashi gave :damhan: to
the couple,on the Vruahabha mount ,pod told | Maaranasar and
bis wifg,. that they, wquid ¢nler 3ive, Jata for. the groat
kindgess shown, alwgys by, them . to Siva Bhakies..

§  Meipporul Naaysnaar Purasnam

1., Thers was in Thitukojlur a.;&m calied Melpporul
Mesyanasr. He sdministesed the Kipgdom well andjuptly. e
Nas ap ardent devojee of Losd SIVA. He saw to. it.ahat
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the temples of Lord SIVA  were property maintained. H,
8lways gave valuable prosents to the Devotees of Lord S1VA,

3 Once » rival King named Muthioathan waged 8 war
With Meipporul Naaysoasr snd was defested. 8o, he decided
to got the better of Meipporul Naayannsar by a dirty strategem,
Ksowing fully well that Meipporul Nasyssaar would always
Teceive dovotees of Lerd SIVA well, Muthinathan put oo
the appesrance of s Siva Bhaktha and went to the palace of
Meipperual Naayanar. Misled by his appearance, the gate keepen
allowed him to enter the palace. He approached the King's
private apartment aad the deorkeeper informed him that the
King was asiesp and requested the visitor to  wait till the
King woke up, But Muthinathan went inside saying that ho
Was going to giwe the King spiritual education snd that he
should not be stopped. The quesn was by the side of the
slecping King She woke him up, To the King's enquiry
Muthinatham reptied that he had brought a rare Saiva-
Asgama for the King's edification and that be would educate
the King in if the quoen departed from the place. The
quesn left the apartment. Muthinsthan was then seated on »
pedertal and the King squatted before him a5 an ardent
disciple would do before his suru. Them Muthinathan
took out the dagger which he had kept concealed and stabbed
the King with it. The King still bowed before Muthinathan
in deferemce to the outward marks of a devetee of Lord
SIVA worn by him on his body. A sentinel who had
suspected foul play eatered the spartment and was sbout to
kill Muthinatham with o dagger but the King asked him not
barm the guest but to escort him safely to his place, The
seativel did e0 and returned and reported to the King
The King profusely thamked mim for the unique service
done. Thes he meditated on Lord Natarasjas of Chidambaram,
The Lord appeared in his vision and gave him Siva Loka.

1. Viren Minda Naayanaar Puraanam,

1. There was a great devotes of Lord SIVA by name
Virsamindar ia Senguaroor in & il region. He used to go
o8 a pilgrimage to various shrines of Lord SIVA. Evety.
where he uwsad to give preference to worshipping  the
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devotees of Lord SIVA aad used to worship them first nnd
then only worship the Lord.

2. Once he went to Thiruvaareor and 'was staying
there and worshipping the Lord He was staying in the theusand
pillared Mandapam with other devotess. Then Sundaramoorthy
Naaysnaar who came there went along without worshipping
the devotees gathered in the Mandapsm Viranminds Naayansar
who could not tolerats such remissmess on the part of
anybody obsetved that both Sundarameorthy Naayanaar who
failed to worship the gathering of devotees snd Lord SIVA.
Who had shown great favours to him were wrong. Sundara-
moorthy Naaysnsar was struck by that stern appraisal of his
conduct in byepassing the gathering of devotees for worshipping
the Lord. Me, therefore, composed * THIRU THONDA
THOKAI” in praise of the devotess of Lord SIVA and
carned the approbation of Viranminde Naayansar.

Lord SIVA made Virarminda Naayanaar head of the
SIVA Ganas.

8. Amarnesdhi Naayanasr Pursanam.

There was a Vysia called Amarneedhi in the village of

Pazhaiysarai in Chola Nasdu. He was a very rich person.
He ecntertained devotees of Lord SIVA and gave them
clothing and other requirements. He built a resthouse in
a place called Nallos and stayed there during the celebration
of a festival of Lord SIVA entertaining the pilgrims and
devotees,

2. One day, Lcrd SIVA took the form of a Brabmin
lsd (Brabmachari) holding a stick in which two unoer-
garments and a pouch containing sacred ash bhad been
tiecd and came to the rest-house. Amarneedhi received bim
with great respect and requested him to take food (there.
The Brahmachari said that he would take bath in the
Cauvery and requested Amameethi to keep the under-
garment safo till be returned after bath,
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3. Lord SIVA ordained that ud hoyld
bowppenr: Whetthie Brabimachart am‘?‘ aftzp (:ﬁ? b’.' o
wanted the undergarment to be’ returtiell t6°him. -Amarnce
could not find it and, therefore, he apologetically offered a
different . one 10 the  \Brahmechdri. -'But rthe :latter' ‘was greatly
seraged .and. would - mot. scvept-anything ther ‘than 'Bis own
undargarment, Amarncedhi Nasyassar 'begged “the guest to
2000pt. . the ome teadesed 10 thiny saying thet it was -spocially
‘Woyen. snd. A beand new ome, | He: aleo ;promised ‘to' give the
Brahmachari other salsable ipresests - fBhe Brahmeohari :did
not want them. Ho .agreed :t0 aocept - & .mew- :undergérhimt
Af it would equal in .weight the . -ome¢ in his possession.
.Amameedhi . Naaysvaar 'was happy and brought » balafice
to weigh the undergarments. ‘To shis surprise,’ the new ‘under-
(Sarments offered: by him. and el «ather mew -oloths ‘i ‘his
buadies placetd by him.in the connterpen colld not match
the weight of . the. single'undergarment pleced by the Brehmacheri
in the pan. With«the Brabmacbaris permission, the ‘other
possessions of Amarneedhi were also placed in the coumterpan
hut, with no effect. Then Amarngedhj, . his wife snd. ton. with
the pmmssxon of the Brabmachari weighed thamsejves /adso
praying to tbe Lord of Nalloor and uttering the Panchaakshara.
The pams now maintainped sn e¢ven level. The Brabhmachari
disappeared and Lord .SIVA apd Gaddess: Pasrethi appesicd
on the Vrishabba mount end blessed Amarnecedhi Naayannar,
his wife apd 4pn, epd gave them. ,SIYA LOKA. The balance
uscd for weighment itselfl became A, divise Vinasapa .end
transported them to  Sivg Loka,

Yetipatha Neavenser: Pumenam.

1. In Karur, Capital of the Konga Desa, there weas. 8
great devotee of Loid SIVA called Yenpathar. He helped
the devotees of Lord 'SlVA In varioys Wways and used to
cut"‘their' enéinfes With* a’ lethial’ wenpog ewned by him.

2. There was”one 8ivikadmisahdoar in that placc. He
'used ‘0’ ‘gathet flowers, mik¢ patlands and offer ‘them to
Lord “SIVA. ‘One day,' he Wif procéeding to the temple
with & besket céatainiag' the flowers gathered By ‘him. Just

‘thtis, thé clephant belonlng' to the Kifg Pukazhchghozha
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Nasysoase Which bad besm washed in the Cauvery and
fully sdorsed wes being taken along the streets. It happened
to pess Sivakemissndaar and it rudely dislodged the basket
of flowers from bis posscssion. The flowem Wwore

pell mell on the ground. The mahout drove the elephant fust.
Sivaksamiandaar who was old could mot keep pace With it
and strike it with bis stick as he wanted to. do. In his
frantic attempt to do so, he fell down aud cried with
vexation that the elephant had wasted the flowers broyght for
the Lord"s use. Yeripatha Naayaoaar who came  there
learnt what had happened and cut the trunk of the elephant
with his axe. He also killed five persons including the mabout
who were with the elephant.

3. The rest of the persons in charge of the elephant
rao away and complsined about tne iscidest to the King.
He got angry and immediately procceded to the spot with
his retinne. He asked Yeripatha Naaysnaar, who was still
on the spot, who killed the eicphsat esad the meom. The
men in charge Of the claphant who were With the King sard
that Yeripatha Naayaoar had  killed thsm Seeing that
Yeripatha Nuaysnaar wose the marks of a devotes of Lord
SIVA, the King concluded that he would not bave kitled
them unless they had committed a great sin and given great
offence. He, therefore potitcly ssked Yeripatha Naayanaar
whether the death of the elephant and the five men would
make full amends for the wroags committed by them. Yeripatha
Naayanoar then explained to the King what had bappened.
The King was greatly upset, offered his sword to Yeripatha
Naayanaar and asked him to kil lum (the King) also.
Yeripatha Naayapaar was very much moved by the noble
conduct of the King and received the sword from the Kiong
lest he should kill humseif withit, Yeripatba Naayanaar then
attempted to cut bis throat with the sword but the King
prevented him from doing so.

4. At that moment, a divine voice anaounced that
Lord SIVA had ordaised that the eclephant should cause
damsge to the flowers so that the greatness of His devotees
might be kasown to all. Immedistely, the dead elephant and
the dead men came to life and the flowers were all found
intact is the basket, Yeripatha Nasyanssr sequested the kiog



34

to mount the elepbant snd return to the pelace. Siva-
kasmmissndaar took the flowers to the temple and did his
servico as usual. Yeripatha Nsayannar Is dus course reached
the feet of Lord SIVA sud bocams the head of the Siva
Ganas in Kailass.

10. Yenasthinsatha Nasyanasr Purssnam

1. In Byinanoor village in Chola Naadu, there was a
great devotee of Lord SIVA by npame Yenaathinaathar.
He was an instructor in swordsmanship and what he eamned

by the pursuit of his profession he doled out to devotees
of Lord SIVA,

2. Athisooran, a rival instructor in swordsmanship was
jeatous of Yenmsathinasthar ss the former's ecarnings fell
rapidly while the latter's earnings rose up and up. Athiscoran
challenged Yeoaathinsathar and his followers to s fight.
Yenaathinaathar accepted it and it was agreed that the Wwinner
should be the sole imstructor in swardsmanship thereafter.
In the fight Athisooran was defeated and he fied with his
followers,

3. Athisooran wanted to adopt a trick to defeat
Yenaathinaathar aod invited the latter to a duel. Yenaathinaathar
accepted the challenge acam When he confronted Athisoeras,
Yenathinaathar was surprised to find that  Athiseoran had
smeared himself with sacred ash So, Yeosathinasthar con-
cluded that Athisvoran had become a devotee of Lord SIVA
and decided not to attack him., Athisooran basely utilised this
advantage and killed Ycnaathinasthar. Lord SIVA appearcd
in the vision of Yenaathinaathaar and gathered him to His feet

11. Kannappa Naayansar Pusssnam.

1. 1o Uduppur of Pothappi Naadu, Naakaa was the
Kiog of Vedars (buater tribe) His wife was Thaththai.
They bad no offspring and, thercfore, prayed to  Lord
Subrahmasys Thes they got a son Wwhom they named
Thionan The child grew so be a lad and became an expert
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in archery and other arts. Naskan became old and he
delegated his powers to Thinnan.

2. Thinnas went on a huating expedition. Accompanied
by Nasnaa and Kaadan, two of his followers, he obased =
s wild pig Finally, YThinoan killed the pig. The followers
said that, as they were tired and hungry, they sbould cook
and eat the pig. take rest and then join the rest of the
party. As they wanted water, they decided to go to the
river nesrby. There was a God (Linga) on the bill nearby.
Naanan said that they could worship Him.,

3. On the bank of the river (Swarnamukki) Kaadan
was put on the job of cooking the flesh of the snimal and
Thionan and Nasnan went to the hill to worship the God.
Thinnan felt an ecstsay even while approaching the hill.
They climbed the hill and found the Linga form of Lord SIVA.
Great affection for the Linga surged from the bosom of
Thinnan snd he felt as if he was a mother whe had recovered
a longlost child. He could not brook the God being left
alone in that wild-beast-infested forest. He caressed the Linga
and found that water had been poured and some flowers and
leaves had been placed on the Linga. Naanan informed
Thinnan that a Brahmin used to do so daily. Thinnan
ooncluded that those were acts which the God liked.

4. Then he wanted to feed the Lord with tasty meat
but he was also loth to leave the Lord alone in the forest,
Finally, he reluctantly decided to leave just for bringing the
choicest meat for the Lord’s dinper. He reached the river
bank., himself cooked thc meat, tasted it piece by piece,
retained the picces which were very savoury and discarded
the rest. The two companions found that Thinnan was behaving
io an upusual manner and wasting good food without eating
it himself or giving 1t to them to eat. They concluded that
be had become unsound of mind and that #t was nccessery
to cure him of his obsession, So saying, thcy went away
to join the rest of the huating party.

5. Thinnsn was unaware of the departure of his two
companions as he was engrossod in the collection of leaves
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which be kept in his mouth snd of the tasty slicos of cooked
meat which he kept in his hand. He then resched the Lings
oa the bill. Ho spat the water in bis meuth os the Linga
He removed with his shod feot the leaves and flowens
slready found on the Lings and took the flowers aad leaves
brought by him from bis hesd and plsced them on the Linga
Then he sorved cooked mest to the Lord with great affection.
When nighs fell, he stood guard over the plsse to emsure
thet no harm was done to the Lord by mem or beast.
When the day dawmed, he went to bring fresh food, water,
flowers and lcaves for that day,

6. As ususl, the Brahmin Archaks, Sivakosariysar,
who was doing devoted service to the Lord took bath in the
tiver long before sumrise, coflected water, flowes olc.
for the daily abbisieka and puja snd went to the hill
uttering the mames of Lord SIVA. He found to his horrot
picces of meat strewn all sround the Linga. He was very
much upset at that sight. He then removed them all sgam
took his bath in the river sad compicted his puja as ususl.
He them returned to his place.

7. Thinnan then eame with cooked meat, water, leaves
and flowers and offered them to the Lord as before, this time
saying that the cooked mcat was more tasty thaa on the
previous day as honey had also been added to it and urged
the Lord to partake of it.

8, Naakan, the father of Thinnan, heard about his
son's peculiar transformation and tried his very best to wean
him back to normal life in the village but all his atrempts
were in vain. So he left Thinnan to himself and returned
to the vilage:

9 Thinnan oontinued his routine of worship dutimg day
and watch and ward during the night regularly. Sivakosariysar
found she same chaotic conditions previl every morning When
he went to do puja. He got worried on that account aad
fervently prayed to the Lord (hat such thigs should ot tecur,
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10. On the fifth nighs, the Lord appeared in Sivakosariyaas's
dream and told him that the attentions paid to Him by the
new devotee were extremely pleasing to Him. the watet
spat by him was superior in merit to the water of the
Ganges, the shod feet with which he removed the flowers
and leaves from the Linga were more sweet to Him than
the feet of Lord Subrahmanys, that the flowers and leaves
taken out of the new devotec's head and placed en the
Linga were superior to these used by Lord Vishnu and other
Gods in His worship, that the meat -effered by the mew
devotee after being tasted by him was 8 more Wwholesome
offering than those made in Yagnas performed accordisg to
Vedic ijunctions and the sweet words ssid by him while
offering the meat were superior to the stotras made by very
learned Rishis and the Vedas. The Lord finally said that
Sivakosariyasr should hide himself the next afternoon and sce
what happened. Sivakosariyaar was struck with wonder at
those words of the Lord and felt immensely sad that he should
have considered the acts of such a great devotee to be
impurc ones.

11. Next day, whea Thionan was proceeding te the
hill with all the offerings as usual, he had somebad omens
and became anxious. When he arrived before the Linga, he
found that bloed was flowing from the Lerd’s right eye. He
was thoroughly upset and relled on the ground with great
grief. Then he rose up and looked for the miscreant who might
have caused the ipjury. But be found none. Then be gathered
some medicinal herbs and applied them to the bleeding eye
but the flow of blood did not cease. Finally, he decided
that the best treatment would be to plant his own sight eye
in the place of the injured sight eye of the Lord. He
immediately took out his right eye ball with the arrow
and applied it to the Lord’s right eye. The bleeding stopped
and Thinnan was immensely happy.

12. Baut his happincss was short-liveds for, he soon
found that the left eye of the Lord had begun to bleed,
Though he was very sad about this, now that he was
aware of the effective treatment to be administered, he was
undaunted, He decided to take- out his left eye ball aad



sbt it in place of the Lord's bleeding left eye. la order
oemu\oplmv it should be planted, be placed
shod foot on the Lond's fees mnecar the left eye
applied the arrow to his own left eye for takimg ont the
ball. The Loed mow asked him to step and held out
bsad to hoid Thinnan's hend. The Lord cafled him
‘Kemnappa ** to indicate the sature of the supreme sacrifice
made by bim viz. that be gave his eye to the Lord. The
Devas showersd flowers on him, Sivakesariyaar was womder-
struck at what be saw, came out of his hiding place,
worshipped the Lond and adored the grost devotee. The
Lord pesmanantly kept Kasoapps with Him, on his right
side, a8 if He oould nat brook acparstios from him.
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12. Kunglliskalaya Naayanaar Purasnam.

1. Ip Thirukkadavoor is Chola Naadu, there was a very
devout Reabmin called Kalayss. Daily he used to burn incense
in the Sanpadhi of Lord SIVA in the local temple. He became
poor and yet he did mot fail to burn incense in Lord SIVA'S
asonadhi as usual.

2. On account of great adwersity, he his wife and
other members of his family starved for two days, His wife,
therefore, delivered to him bher * Mangalyam ', the sacred
wedding jewel which no woman would part with on any
scoount, and msked him to purchese food geins with it
When Kalayar went to do so be fownd a vendor of incense
sud immediatcly pwichased insense for the value of the jewel
matead of food graine, weat srsight to the temple and
burnt it ln the Lord’s Sannadué That might, after bis wife
and othsr membeis of the family had falen asleep the Lord
sppoared in the wife’s dream and told her that enough
riches and foodgrains were in the houss, She woke up end
found that there were pienty of food grains and riches in
the houss She was atruck with the Lord’s grace. Kalayar
also wag told by the Lord to go home amd eat sumptuously.
When bo weat home, he Wwas also struck with the great
copsideration asd kindness showa by the Lord.  Theresfter,
he bogan to food the devetses of lond SIVA,
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3. At that time, the Linga in Thiruppananthaal temple
was inclined on ome side instesd of being erect. The King
tried to set it aright and even set olephants to the task of
making the Linga eroct. But it wes all in vain. Kungli
Kalaya Nasysnaar went to the temple te worship the Lord
snd, seeing the unsuccesaful attempt of the elephant, tied to
his meck the loose end of the rope. the other end of which
had been tied to the Limga amd pulled it. To the surprise
of the King and all others, the Linga became erect
at once, )

4. Then Kumgilia Kalaya Naayanaar returned to bhis
place. Some time later, he played host to Thirugnaase
Sambandhar snd Thirunasvulskarssu Nsayassar whea they
visited the place. In due course he attained Siva Loka.

13. Masnakkanjaara Naaysnaar Purasnam.

1. In Keanjsnoor, there was a devout Saivite Vellala
called Maanakkanjasra Naayansar. For long, he had no
offspring. He prayed to Lord SIVA and then got a daughter.
Yeyarkone Kalikkaama Naayanaar asked for the hand of the
girl and the marriage was settled.

2. The bridegroom was about to arrive st Kanjanoor
for the wedding. Just then Lord SIVA took the form of a
holy Brahmin and visited Maanakkaanjsara Nasyansar's house.
He learnt that the marriage of the daughter was about to
take place and gave His blessings The bride came and pros-
trated before the Brahmin. The latter told Maanakkaranjsara
Naayanaar that the girl's hair would be useful for * Panchavati ™,
a ropelike article usually worn like the sacred thread by
spiritual persons Immediately, Maanakksnjaara Naayanasr
cat the hair with a knife and gave it to the Brabmin guest,
The Lord and Goddess Paarvathi appeared on their Vrushabha
mount and pgave darshan te him. The Lord msade him
temain always near Mim and sing His praise.

3. The bridegroom who cwme later, hesitsted to marry
the gifl a3 she had lost her hair. Lord SIVA ansounced
to the bridegroom in a divime vojce that the bride would get
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the full growth of hair immediately sad that be could marey
her without soy hesitation, The wedding then took place.

14. Arivasthaaya Nasysnaar Pursanam.

1. In a place cslled Kaonamangalam in Chols Nasadu,
thers was 8 Wwealthy and devout Vellals calied * Thaayanaar ",
He used to offer to Lord SIVA Cooked superfine rice (obtained
from red paddy) red colour greens, aad pickled tiny full
mango pieces, Due to the will of the Lord he became poos,
worked in the fields as a labourer and offered to the Lord.
all the best rice got by him as wages and himself atc the
sferior rice. Owing to the Lord’s will sgaim, all the paddy
grown ia the village was found to be of the best (red)
variety. Thaayanaar, therefore, offered the entire rice got
by him to the Lord and he himself starved. The greens
m the backyard were cooked by his wife aed they lived by
eating them Then by the Lord’s will the greeas failed to
grow, Thaayanaar and his wife then subsisted on Water,

2. Onec day, Thaayanaar, took his offering to the
Lotd followed by his wife, Due to starvation, he faltered
and fell down and, cven before his wife could hold him,
the offerings were strewn on the ground. He felt miserable
and attempted to cut his peck but the Lord’s outstretched
baad preveated him from doing so. The Lord and Goddess
Paarvathi appeared on Their Vrushabha mount, blessed the
couple and gave them Siva Loka As he attempted to cut his
neck, he was called Arivaathaaya Naayansar.

15. Aansays Naayanasr Pursapam.

1. In Maogalavoor in Mazhanaadu. therc was a devotee
called Aanaayar. Ho and bis followeis used te graze cows
according lo their casts avocation. He used to play the
Panchaakshara on a flute in delightful tuncs.

2. Oune day, while he was playing such divine music
on the flute the cows calves other animals and tho shepherds
and all forgot themselves in theic ecstasy on heating such
divioe music, Lord SIVA was also pleased and He appeared



18. Heorthy Nusyenesr Purssaem.

1. To Msdursl city in Pasndys Naadu, thile Wis a
great Vysia devotee of Lord SIVA by namid

Paandys King was defeatod by the King of Tarmaatala
mumw-mmn.w ‘Wiwlitetide 0 ‘Saivites.
The King wantod te convert Stoofthy Tiisyhnsitt ® M
md ‘terefory gave biw trotble. Not witatasdiey B,
Moottty Nuwyanmur contisded to'msike the' utudl offérisy of
wmodhi pmte  LEord MIVE defly. The Khy i prevesiid
his getting Sstial wood.

2. Moorthy Nasyansaar wps strack with grief a8
but he rubbed his olbow sy thé' stotie of Yo Would rud
sandal wood, A bleeding injivy wae csused-sad yet he would
not stap. The Lord’s divise valte anmeunced that be
become the King of the cowatry, rule it well after relnoving
all o injusticss perpetrated by the Kamsalekss King ead
lo due course attain Siva Loka

3. Tht winy, the Kamants Lhig dled lovisy 2o
héty. So, th WeordMEy With cuftol, i clPNMR Was
blindfolded and let into the city to chotws e beit Ky,
It -chese Moorthy Neaysamar whe was. in frost of the temple
and brought him to th- palace. Ho agresd to
Kingship provided Jainism wes givea wp and
adopted. He wamted osly sacred: ash for
Rudianlsha as jewel and matted
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guthes . flowers and make garlands, and offer them to Lord
SIVA in .the temple of that place called Varthamasnceswanm.
He used to chant the holy Panchagkshars always Ho became
a friend of Thirugnasna Sambandar and had the good fortune
of sttending the latter’s matriage sod attaiming  Siva Lok
along with all other guests present at the weddisg by being
absarbed in the Sivajyothi due to the grace of Thirugnsana
Sambaodhar.

18. Rudrs Pasupathi Naayansar Purssasm.

1. In Thiruthalaivoor in Chola Nsadu, there was a
great Brabmin devotee of Lord SIVA by pame Pasupathi.
He used to stand neck deop in water in a lotus tank and
utter the Sri Rydra mantra daily for s lopg time. He
attained Siva Loks on that aocount and he came to be
called Rudra Pasupathi Naaysnsar for that resson.

19. . Yhirunaslelppevaar Naaysnser Purssnam,

1. In Asdanoor village in Chola Naadu, thers was a
Harijan called Nandansar. He was always meditating on the
Lord’s fest. He oked out his liveliheod by cultivating the
inam land granted to him for his service as vettiand also
by supplying the skin, leather, sinews and ofther articles
required for the percussion and other musical instruments in
the temples, He used to run imto ecstasy and sing and dance
in front of temples.

2. Once he went to Thiruppuskoor to worship Lord
SIVA, He could not sece the Lord’s imags owing to the
obstruction caused by the location of the stonc Nandi (bull)
in front of the Lord’s idol. Lord SIVA acceded to
Nandansar’s prayers and requested Nandi to swerve »
little s0 83 to allow a full view to Nandanaar. Then
Naadansar also converted a small pit in front of the temple
into a tank.

3. After visiting several other places, he duired&o
visit Chidamberam. He was, bowever, unhnppy
Gowgt e by ool 300 0. ale, U tampie ol 0
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So, he had to postpome his vislt saying that be
§ visit Chidambaram the next day. - He, therefore, came
d.allod “ Thirunaalaippovasr *' (ome whe would go the
¥)

4 Fioally. epo day, he actuslly weat to Chidambaram.
When be reached the outer limits of the town, he found
smoke emaoating from the houses of the Brabhmine due te
the fire worship perfoimed by them. So he was afrsid o go
further into the town and spent several days going round
the limits of the town cursing his low birth which prevented
bim' from sccing the Lord of the place in His Goldem Sabbs.
One night, the Lord appesred in his dream snd asked him
te euter into fire and then get into the temple acoompanied
by Brahmins, The Lord also told the Brahmins of the place
to raite a fire, get Thirunsalaippovaar to dip imto it and
thea to take him into the templs. They accordingly raised s
fire in front of the southern gste of the temple. Thiro-
naalaippovasr solemnly went round the fire meditating ea the
Lord and planged into the fire. Immedistely, he arose from
the fire in the foom of & pure Brahmio Rishi. He then
prostrated before the Gopuram and went into the temple.
Whea he atrived in the Lord's Golden Ssbha, he vanished
sand reached the Lord's feet.

Hl.

20. Thirukkuripputhonds Nasysnaar Pursensm

1, In Ksaocheepuram in Thondaimandalam, therc was

s washcrman who used to do seevice to the devotees of Lord

SIVA. He was called Thirukkuripputhondsr because he

always acted acoording to and fulfilled the wishes of the
of Lord SIVA.

2 One dsy, Lord Ekambarsnssthar of Kasncheopuram
appearod befoze him as a thin poor mas clad is @ dirty
cloth. Thirukkuripputhondsr offered to wash his cloth.
The wearer of the cloth said that bo would requite the cloth
for the night as it was cold and that, thercfore, she cloth
should he washed, dried and delivered before the evening.
Thirukkuripputhondas agreesd to do so snd took the cloth.
Before bo conld wash it complemly, it begas to meis. The



He. ‘ to dash ‘bis besd agaipst the washing
‘Hoge ‘gt Tord SIVA. in His gest kinGnem, cxtonded His
sl ‘the devotow. Yord WIVR, mad Culliess
on

J. 3o Thicucheignalosr of Chola. Nsadu s Beshmia.
oupls samed Echchethatben and Pavitwthissi had 8. son by
sameg Vichaarssprumar Ewen whes the boy wes five yeans
old, he ettained perfect and full spiritual kmowledge without
A precepior an account of his  spiritual evolution. from
pronious bictha. His Upsoaxscem. (sessod thresd ocsremony)
was celebrated in bis asueoth pear and he was isitiated imto
the stdy of ¢he Vedes. Hia teacher was womdersttuck. when
ba found that the bay Wes abls 10 pucsue sush studies by
bimeslf without any aid from the prcospter Rurther, the
boy had full knowledge of the parposs of life and he waated

to attain it in that birth itself becauss birth as a human
being provided the best opportusity for it. His mind was,
thorefore, nstersfly’ Gtaww wewds: Tord SIPR wmd Mis
Consort Paraasakthi,

7 Oue day, de found' the cowtmed: of We wiilige
boattig* @ cow. Greally upset;, he prevested @ie eowherd
fom besilag it fwther. Mo emplinal’ ' the cowhwed the
divige nature of the cow and its veclons mewits; v Gy
bﬂn.thnmtofﬂlthoaods.iuprodmbem best
ook N the Ablilthiohn. of Bovd SI®A and. ity dung being
s row-materltl for the sstred: mh. o thew onid Umt' he
would Rimiwtf* grant  the: cows ‘hemiiRer and Siapensed’ with
v watviees o' e cowherd: The owases: of the Sows: dlso
agreed® to e

K A ho ool disrge of O owth
‘et Semaribibig-eud i yisld: of W%
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were groatly attached to their mew grazier. Thoy used fo caress
bim and give him milk of their own socord. He immediately
thought of utilising such milk for the abhisheks of Lord
SIVA. He made a Siva Linga image and also formed a
temple on the sand. Then he collected the flowers available
pcar the geazing ground, collected in s new pot the milk
given by the cows asd did pujs to the Biva Linga image
stricitly in accordance with the scriptural imjunctions. The
cows gave the full quota of milk to the owners not with-
standing their having yielded milk searlier for the puja done
by their grazier.

4. But the owners of the cows were informed by some
persons that the grazier was wasting milk on the sand. They
told his father Echchathathan sbout it. He stealthily followed
bis son the next day when the latter led the cows to the
grazing grousd, hid himselfl on & tros and watched.
Vichsarasssrumar as usual formed the Siva Lings, temple etc..
on the sand and performed the abbisheka with milk obtained
from the cows and did pujas with flowers gathered from the
trees. Echchathathan got dowm from the trce snd best
his son with a stick and also scolded him. Vicheara-
sarumsr who was deeply engrossed in the puja did not feel
what his fathar did and said, So, the latter kicked the pot
of milk and spilt the milk. Although the effender was the
father and preceptor, Vichasrassrumar could mot forgive his
father's gross sin of obstructing the Siva Pujs, He, there-
fore, took s stick lying neartby and at his touch it was
transformed into an axe and he ocut the legs of his father
with the axe and thea continued the puja, Lord SIVA and
QGoddess Paarvathi gave darshan to him on their Vrushabha
mount. Vichaarssarumar prostrated before the Lord. The
Lord caressed him and ssid that He would be his father
ashe had cut his own father on the Lord’s account.
At the Lord’s touch. Viehsarasarumar got a divine glow in
appearanco. The Lord appointed him as the head of His
devotees and ordained that the dress, feod and flowers offered
to Him should be served to Vichaarasaromar. The Lord put
on him the flower garland worn by Him then. Vichaara-
sarumar catered Siva Loka and took on his divine duties.
His father and other relatives aleo emtered Siva Loka, The
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fothesr had becs punished by his son for bis siz and beace be
sleo could cater the

22. TVhirwnsawukksrasu Nutyanstr Perssnsm.

In Thirsvaamoor of Thirsmussippsadi region, there was
s Vellals cosple known by the mames of Pughazbsnsar sud
Maadbiniyasr. They had & daughter by name Thitakavathi
and & sob called Msruneceki. The son became a great schoiar,

2. When the daughter was 'twelve years ‘of age, her
merriage with Kalippakaiyaar, s commander of the King's
forces, was sstticd. But before the weddiag couwld take place,
he hed to partake in & war on behalf of the King and he
died in the batsle, Pughazbanaar bhad also died befors them
snd his wife had committed Sati. Thilakevathiyaar wasted
to give up her life when she hoatd of the death of her
betrothed groom but had to yield to the impertumitics of her
youager brother who begged ber to liveand take the place
of the father and mother who bhad left them.

3, Maryneekiyaar developed a philosophical attitude
towards life and spent his property om various charities He
did not want to get married and emter worldly hfe But he
could not, however, choose the proper spitritual path to be
taken by bim for the salvatiom of his soul. He went to
Paataliputra. sdopted the Jain cult and devoted himself heart
and souyl o the study of the Jain religion and Philosophy
with full faith 1o the efficacy of that cult to give bhim
salvation Being a scholar, be soom became an authority on
that cult and be was called Dharmasenar and adopted by the
Jains s their Chief academician. He won over the Buddbists
by his masterly advocacy of Jainism and thereby established
the superiority of the Jain cult to that of the Buddhist
religion.

4. Thilakavathiyaar was greatly devoted to Lord SIVA.
She went to Thiruvathikai, & Siva Kshetra, and there she
intensely worshipped the Lord in various ways by cleaning
and decorating the temple promises after taking her bath
before sunrise, by gathering flowers and by making gariands
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for the Losd. Her ond affliotion was that ber brother hed
embraced & aew faith giving up his hereditary ome. She was
constantly praying to the Lord to wean him back to Saivism.
The Lord appeared in her dream asd assuced her that her
brother who bad worked hard in his previous life to attain
Lord Siva‘s grace had, on socount of some flaw in his
penance, cntered a new faith but that soom he weuld be
weaned back to Saivism through suffecing frem stomach ache.

5. Maruneekiyaar (renamed by the Jains as Dharmaseass)
accordingly began to suffer from a severe stomach ache, All
the attempts of cven the highly accomplished Jains failed to
give relief to the sufferer. Ho became forlom sed sent a
messenger to his sister to imform her of his suffering and to
ask her to sce him. She, however, refused to sco him im
the Jain institution where he was staying, 80, be decided
to go te her in the hope that she would be able to help
him through her great pisty, He reached Thiruvathikai end
prostrated before her. She told him to forsake bhis new faith
and rejoin Salvism and do service te Lord SIVA.
So saying she gave him the sacred ash wuttering ‘Lotd’s
Panchaakshara. He devoutly smeared it all over his body.

6. Next morming. Thilakavathiysar took Him with her
to the témple. He went round the temple and prostrated
before the Lord, By the Lord's grace;, he immediately became
an oxtempore devetions! composer and sang in praise of Lend
SIVA aud prayed for the oure of the stemach pain. It
ceased at ence. He becime penitest and was  greteful to
the stomach pain which was instrumestal in giving him the
divise pleasure which he was enjoyisg at that ecitatic momrent,
The Lotd snneumced in His divine voico that, as ho had
composed the sweot senps, he would thenceforth be ealled
Thirunasvukkarasu (Lotd of devotienal poetry). Thim.
paavukkarasu could not find words to desctibe the kindmess of
Lord SIVA Who had s0 biessed one like him who had
decried Saivism duting the days when e was a Jain. He,
therefore, resolved from that moment to do servios to0 Lend
SIVA by wearing the marks of Sailvism. by meditating en
Lord SIVA, by singing His praim and by olessing. His
temple premises. Thilakavathiyasr was immensely happy st
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the turn of evenis asd worshipped the Lord with
sdded scal.

7. The Jaiss feit miscrable on account of the loss of
their Chief scademician. Though they were sware of the real
truth abeut the cause of his conversion, they suppressed
the main faets of the stomach pain. its incurabitity by the
Jains and its completo cure by the grace of Lord SIVA,
and told the Pallava King merely that Dharmasenar, the
top-ranking authority om the Jain cult, had defected to
Saivism, At their suggostion, the King ordered his ministers
to fetch him fer punishment. Though Thirunsavukkarasu
at first reacted strongly to the King's call saying that he was not
subject to. any humaa being's control, finally he agreed to
sccompasy the ministers in the full faith that Lord SIVA would
protect him against all odds The King caused Thirunaavuk-
karasu te be put into a chamber of burping lime for a week.
Thirunaavukkarasu emerged quite bright and healthy from the
chember whem it wis openod after a weck. Them poisoned
feod was served te him under the King’s orders and Thiru.
psavukkarasu consumed it gladly in full faith. that, as
Lord SIVA bhed taken poison to save the Universe, His
devotee could not be harmed by poison. He survived that
ordeal also. Then the King's elepbant was commissioned to
teample Thirunsavukkarasw uader its foot but, when bhe
sang is praise of the Lord, the elepbant went round him and
prostrated %efore bim. When the mahout again directed it
against Thirunsavukkarasu, it killod the mshout end many
Jains, The Jains told the King that Thirunsavukkarasu could
syrvive all those trials only because he was wellversed in
the Jain ocoult scisnce and suggested that he should be tied
1o a stone and dropped into the sca. That was also done
undet the orders eof the King. Thirusaavukksrasu sang in
praise of the Lord's Panchaskshara. The sope smapped, the
stone floated and Thitunaavukkarasu reached the sea-shore
near Thiruppathicipuliyoor. He was welcomed by the devotees
‘of Lotd SIVA. He then went to the temple and sang ia
praise of the Lotd.

8. After staying there for some days, he Ieft for
Thirgvathikai threugh Thiromassikuzhi and Thiruthivainagar.
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He was givén a royal welcome at Thiruvathikai by the people,
Thirtnaavukkarasu worshipped Lord SIVA in the temple and
sang in His praise. At that time, the Pallava king visited
Thiruvathikai, bowed respectfully to Thirunsavukkarasu and
embraced Saivism forsaking his faith in Jaipism. The Jain
institutions in  Paataliputra were demolished and the
stones used in the conmstruction of those building were
transported to Thiruvathikai for building a temple to Lord
SIVA called Gunatharaveeswaram *'.

9. Then Thirunsavukkarasu started on his pilgrimage to
various Saivite shrines. He visited Thiruvennainalloor, Thiru-
vasmeathoor, Thirukovaloor and Penoakatam. He worshipped
the Lord in the temple called Thiruthoongaanai maadam and
prayed that the marks of the Lord’s trident and Vrushabha
should be stamped on his body lest be should give up his
life is contrition for his past association wiih the Jaia cult.
Accordingly o Siva Gana stamped those marks on his
shoulder. Then, bhe went to Thiruvarathurai and Thiru.
mudhukuntu and reached Chidambaram. There bhe samg in
praise of the Lord in ecstasy and remaimed there for some
days cleaning the temple and the streets, He then visited
Thiruvetkalam and Thirukkazhipaalai end returned to Chi-
dambaram where he sang profusely in praise of the Lord.

10 At Chidambaram, he learned about the greatress
of Thirugnaanasambandar of Sirkaazhi who was fed witn Her
milk by Goddess Paarvathi Herself. So, he wanted to puy
his respects to Thirugnasnasambandar end left for Sirkaazhi
through Thirunsaraiyoor. Thirugnaapasambasdar reeeived Thiru-
naavukkarasu at the outskirts of Sirkaszhi, The latter felt
flat on the ground and prostrated before the former.
Thirugnaaoasambandar raised Thirunaavukkarssu, embraced
him and called him * Appar’ (fither) Then they went to
the temple, worshipped the Lord and Thirunaavukkarssu
sang in praise of the Lord.

11. After staying at Sitkaazhi for some dasys.
Thirunaavukkarasu left for Thirukkolakkas with Thirugoaags-
sambandar and then went alope to Thirukkaruppariyaloor
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and several other places. At Thiruchaathimutram, when he
worshipped the Lord and as usual sang in His praise, the
Lord asked him to visit Nalloer. At Nalloor, the Lord
placed His feet on Thirunaavukkarasu's head. Thirunaavuk-
karasu agsin sang in the Lord's praise in thankfulness for
the great kindness shown to him.

12 From Nelloor, he went to Thirupppazhanam and
then reached Thingaloor. There, learning that Appoothiadigal
of that place had named his soms and all his charities after
Thirunaavukkarasu, he went to the house of Appoothiadigal.
The latter and his family received. Thirunaavukkarasu  with
great respect and invited him to dinner. Thirunaavukkarasu
accepted the invitation. Appoothiadigsl’s som who went to
bring plantain leaves for the dinner was bitten by a snake
and he died after dutifully delivering the leaves to his mother.
Appoothidigal and his wife concealed the dead body and got
ready to serve food to Thirumaavukkarasu but the latter
however, by divine grace, became aware of what had happened
and keeping the dead body in front of the temple sang in
praise of the Lord The dead boy came back to life. Then
Thiruoaavukkarasu left for Thiruppazhanem. Tiruchchotruthurai
and other places and worshipped the Lord in all those places.

13. Then he went to Nalloor, After staying there for
some time, he desired to visit Thiruvaaroor and left Nalloor
and reached Thiruvaaroor. While staying ian  Thiruvaaroor,
he visited Thiruvslivalam. Keezhvellor and Kaaoraapoor and
roturmed to Thiruvaaroor. There he worshipped the Lord
during the festivel of Arudra Darsamam and then left for
Thiruppuksloor where Thirugnaana Sambaadar was then
staying, Thirugnaanasambandar heartily welcem:d  Thiru-
vaavukkarasu aod heard from the latter the greatness of
Thiruvaaroor and the Arudra Darsanam festival there,
Thirugnaanasambandar desired to visit Thiruvaaroor asd left
Thituppukaloor. Thirunavukkarasu stayed in Thiruppulaloor
and from there visited Thiruchchenkaattaankudi, Thirunallaru,
Sasthamangai and Thirumarukal and returned to Thiruppukaloor.
Them Thirugnasnasambandar also returned to  Thiruppukaloor
and both he aad Tairunsavukkarasu stayed there. Siruthonda
Naayanasr and Thiruncelakanda Naayanaar also stayed with them.
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4. Some time Ilater, both Tirugnsallig
Thirunaavukkarasu left Thiruppukaloer and visi
Thirukkadavoor, Yhirukkadavoor Mayaanam,
and reached Thiruveezhimizhalai where they taydSunfgRaghotf®
time. A severe drought prevaild in the srea. Lord Siva
told them that, every day, in the eastern and western
sides of the temple, He would place gold ceins which they
could utilise for feeding the hungry. The eoins got by
Thirugnaanasambandar were slightly less in value while those
obtained by Thirunaavukkarasu were spotiess due to the fact
that, while Thirugoaanasambandhar’s only service to the
Lord was to sing songs in His praise. Thirunaavukksrasu
did service also like cleaning the temple premises in addition
te singing His praise. They fed the hungry people for some
time. Then the scason changed for the better and the
drought was over.

15. Both of them left Thiruveezhimizhalai, visited
Thiruvaanchaim and other places and reached Vedasranysm.
They went to the temple and heard that the original entrance
to the Lord’s Sanctum used by the Vedas which worshipped
Him had been closed and, as it could mot be opened, &
different door-way had been provided for the worshippers.
Thirugoasnasambandar wanted that they should worship the
Lord through the original doorway which was closed and
arked Thirunaavukkarasu to sing in praise of the Lord for
opening that door The door did not readily open at
first. But finally it opened when the last stanza of the
song came to a close. Then they went and wor-hipped the
Lord. When they came out. Thirunaavukkarasu requested
Thirugnasnasambandhar to sing so that the door might
close agam As soon as Thirugnaanasambandhar sang
but one stanza, the dooc closed.

16 Thirunaavukkarasu became thoughtful as the door
opened only after he had completed all the stanzas while
it closed no sooner than Thirugnsanasambandhar had sung
but one sranza. Duriag his sleep that pight, the Lord appeared
in his vision and asked him to visit Voymoor. Thirunaavuk-
karasu immediately started and the Lord preceded him in the
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ssme form in which He had appeared to Thiruneavukkarasu
in bis sleep. But Thirunaavukkarasu could not reach the Lord,
The Lord entered a temple and disappeared. Thirugmasna.
sambandhar also came there having leamnt that Thirunaavuk.
karasu was proceeding to Voymoor. Thirunaavukkarasu was
distraughy as the Lord had disappeared from his view. He
was nonplussed why the Lord should have disappeard also
ftom the view of Thirugnaanasambandhar whose greatness as
the Lerd's devotee had been more than amply established by
the fact that the doorway in the Vedaaranyam temple closed
as soon as he sang only one stanzas. At the same time,
Thirunaavukkarasu felt that it was quite right that the Lord
should bave disappeared from his own view as he foolishly
attempted to have the closed door opened by his song 1nstead of
leaving it to be donme by Thirugnaanasambandhar whose great-
ness could not be matched by any one. Then the Lord
appeared to Thirugneanasambandhar and the latter showed the
Lord to  Thirunaavukkarasu, They then  retwined to
Vedasranyam.

17. At that time, a messenger sent by the Pandya
queen, Mangayarkkarasi, and the Pandya King’s munister,
Kulachiraiyaar- told Thirugnaanasambandhar that the Pandya
king had embraced Jainism and that that cult had spread ia
the kingdom and requested Thirugnaanasambandhar to eliminate
Jalnism and re-establish Saivism in the kingdom. Notwith-
standing the advice of Thirumaavukkarasu who warned Thiru-
gnaanasambandhar that be was a child while his foes were
ruthless and experienced in all black arts, Thirugnaana-
sambandhar left for Madurai saying that, as Lord SIVA was
ruling his heart, nome could harm him.

18. Then Thirunaavukkarasu left Vedaarunyam, visited
Thiru-naagai-kkaarenam,  Thiruveezhimiztalai. Thiruvaavadu-
thurai and Pazhayasrai. In the last-mentioned place, he learnt
thet. in the temple called Vadathali, the Jains had concealed
the Siva Lings Me wanted to find the Linga and he prayed
to the Lord. The Lotd appeared in the King's dream and
told him that the Jains had concecaled His Linga, that Thiru.-
naavukkarasu wanted to worship that form and that the king
should, therefore, destory the Jains and build a temple for Him.
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The Lord also indicated the marks of the place where Hiy
Lings was kept concealed. Tie King fulfifled the Lord's
injunctions and THirunsavokkarasu worshipped the Lord's
Linga there,

19. Thes he went to Thiruvaanaikkas, Erumbiyoor,
Thiruchirapalli, Karkkudi, Thiruppasaaythurai. sed  Thiru-
ppaigagaceli, Barowte to the lsst-metiomed plece, he W&
ti'red with thirst and bunger. The Lord created & tope
and s foumain and was also keeping food packets with Him
which He offered to Thirunsavukkarssu. The latter ate the
food and quenched his thirst. The Lord them preceded him
to Thiruppaigngneeli and dissppeared on aporoachiag the
place Thirunasvukkarasu was wonder-struck st this unsolicited
kindsess on the part of the Lord.

20. Then he went to Thiruvannasmalai. Thiruvotheor
and Kaancheepuram where he worshipped a¢ the temples iw
Thiruvekambam, Thirukkachimaysanam. Thirumetrali and
Thirumsarppery  Thea he reached Thirukkealathi Hill. He
took his bath in the river Swamamukhi. climbed up the ball,
worshipped the Lord asd Kannappa who, bv his unparalleled
devotion te Lord SIVA, had so plessed Him that the Lord
kept him always by His side.

21. Then he visited Srisailam, Vearsanasi and walked
towards Kailaas givisg up eating even fruits amd vegetsbles.
He was greatly famished on account of his abstineace from
food and on account of the arduous task of walking through
hills and jongles. He could net even walk after some time.
and had to crawl on his belly, Finally, he lay motionless
out of sheer exhaustion. Then the Lord created a tank mearby
and appeared before him as a staunch Saivite. The Lord tried
to dissuade Thirunaavukkarasu from pursuing his fruitiess
journcy as kailaas could net be reached by mortals. Bat
Thirunaavukkarasu emphatically said that he would mot return
unless he reached Kailaas. The Lord then disappeared and
His divine voice told Thirunaavukkarasu that he should bathe
in the tank nearby and see the Lord in His Kailass setting
at Thiruvaiyaaru, Thirunaavukkarasu bathed in the tank and,
when he rose from the water, he found that he was



54

emerging from o tank in Thiruvaiyaaru. When he went to
the temple, he saw the Lord surrounded by Vedas, Asgamaas,
all gods and Siva Ganas in the full Kailaas setting,
Thirumaavukkarasu was enraptured on secing the glorious
setting of the Lord and sang in ecstacy in praise of the Lord.

22. Then he visited Neithsanam, Mazhappaadi and
Yhiruppoonthuruthi. In the last-mentioned place he established
a mutt and stayed there singing songs in praire of the Lord.
Then Thirugnaanasambsndhar who returned from  Pandya
Naadu after eliminating Jainism from that kingdom. came to
Thiruppoonthuruthi. Thirunsavukkarasu reached the eutskirts of
the place and mingling with the huge crowd that had gathered
to welcome Thirugnsanasambandhar, unobtrusively joined the
bearers of the palanquin of Thirugnaanasambandhar, When the
palanquin came to the village. Thirugnasnasambandhar enquired
where Thirunaavukkarasu was and Appar emerged saying that
he had had tke good fortune of bearing the palanquin for
some distance. Thirugnaanasambandhar hastily got out of
the palanquin and bowed before Thirunasvukkarasu who also
simultaneously bowed before Thirugnaanasambandhar The latter
then recounted his experience in Madurai and Thirunaavukkarasu
reoounted his experience in the places visited by him.

23. Then Thirugnaanasambandar left for Thondai Naadu.
Thirunaavukkarasu left for Pasndya Naadu, visited Thiruputhoor.
and Madurai where he was respectfully welcomed by the
Paandya king. his queen and his minister. Then he went to
Thiruppoovanam, Rameswaram, Thirunelveli, Thirukkanappare
and returned to Chola Nadu and reached Thiruppukaloor.

24. At Thiruppukaloor, he stayed doinz service to the
Lord and singing His praise. The Lord, in order to show
to the world the complete absence of any desirc on the part
of Thirunaavukkarasu, had many gems strewn in the temple
premises which were being cleaned by him. Thirunaavukkarasu
throw them all into the tank along with the rubbish. Then
the Lord made the oelestial dancers like Rambha appear
before him and display ail their artfulness with a view to
entice him but he said that he was a servant of the Lord
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of Thiruvaareos and that the dancers had nothing to do with
him. The dancers went away baffled. Rinally, he sang in
praise of the Lord of Thiruppukaloor, the burden of each
stanza being to the effect that he was reaching the fees of the
Lord. He attained Siva Loks and the Lord’s feet.

23. Kulachirai Naayanaar Pursanem.

In Manamerkkudi in Paandya Naadu lived Kulachirai
Nsayanaar, He was a great devotee of Lord SIVA and he
used to feed the devotees of Lord SIVA whoever they might
be without investigating their caste, creed and ether credentials.
He was the Prime Minister to the Paandya King, Nedumearar,
He was greatly helpful to Mangayarkkarasiyaar, the Pandya
King’s wife He was chiefly iostrumenstal In ioviting
Thirugnanasambandbar te Madurai and eliminating Jainism
from Paandya Naadu with the latter’s help He was, there-
fore. respectfully mentioned by ’'Sundaramoorthy Naayansar as
‘ Perusambi’”’ in his Thiruthondathokai.

24. Perumizhalai Kurumba Naayanaar Puraanam.

In the place called Perumizhalai in Mizhalai Naadu.
there was a great devotce of Lord SIVA. by name Perumizhalai
Kurumba Naayanaar. He used to feed snd give other help
to devotees of Lord SIVA, He was greatly devoted to
Sundaramoorthy Nasayanaar and belleved that to worship him
was equivalent to worshipping Lord SIVA Himself He attained
supernatural powers and was always chanting the Panchaakshara.
By his divine insight he became aware of Sundaramoorthy
Naayansar’s return to Kailaas one day before that event took
place and he immediately decided to quit the world beforo
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar left it, Accordingly by dint of
his yogic powers he cast away his mortal coil and attained
the Lord’s feet.

25. Kaaraikkaal Ammalyaar Purssnam,

1. There was s Vysia by name Dbanadattan in
Kaaraikkaal in Chola Naadu He bad s daughter by name
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Ponithavathjyaar. She was given in marriage to Parsmadattan
of Npagapattingm but Dhasadattan who had no som kept his
dsughter and son-in-law in Kagraikkaal in a separate house
near his own. Pynithavathiyar was. a duliful wife and, at
the same time. she was a great devotee of Lord SIVA and always
treated His devotees respectfully and gave them food, clothes
and money.

2. One day. ome of his ocuvstomers presented two
mango fruits to Peramadsttan. He sent them to his wife.
A hongry devotee of Lord STVA then came to his houre.
Ponithavathiyar wished to feed him at once but she had not
cooked the full meal. She. therefore, served ome of the
mangoes to him. She served the nther mango to her husband
when he later took his food Findisz the maneo to be verv
sweet, he asked her to serve the other frait also She was
perplexed as to what to do and praved to Lord SIVA to
tave her from the awkward predicament. The Lord provided
her with & mango fruit which she served to her husband  He
found it to be extraordinarily sweet. He told his wife that
that fruit was not the ome semt by him and asked her where
she got it from. After great hesitation, she told bhim what
bad happaned. He was soeptical and saked her te obtsin
apother fruit te prove her version She acain prayed to the
Lord agd obtained another fruit When she served it to her
husbasd, it disappeared. He therefore, orncluded that she
was not a mortal and wes afraid of liviae with her. With
the intention of separating frem her eventuslly, be led 2
formal life with her for some time.

3. Soon, he left oa s trade mission and. without
returping to Kaarasikkes], settled in a towa in Pandya Naadu,
married another wife, begot a dsughter threngh her and named
the child Punithavathiyaar oat of respeet for bis fimt wife
whom he treated as a divine personality.

4. The relatives of the first wife heard about
Paramadattan’s life in Paandya Naadu and took Punithavathiyaar
to him. Paramadattan came to them with his second wife
and the child and all of them prostrated before Pupitha-
vathiyasar. To the surprised relatives, Paramadattan oparrated
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O90d. *Then Thirumsswikkirass-eaquited Appeottiladipal 'why
be had ‘sdopeéd®s forviit persod's * madie:for' the Watershed
without' ddopting his wwh.:- ! Appootiiisdigsl ‘wae. cnfaged at
this- M«wmm%ﬁww*%mw
ammwmm ‘488 for referring té'Dim < @3- a  + different
M" in & cusesl mannes. e thea asked the guest ‘Who
Hie ‘was. Thimnﬁﬂkdmbmmt ho was the grom
finnér- who kad embraced Jahii$m from wWhich the Lord had
to wean him back to Saivism through an inéursble stemach
pain, Appoothiadigal now realised that his guest was
nimnuvqkhm‘p himself. He' went into ecstasy and himself
end ‘sl ‘ineinbers of the family worshipped Yhirunssvukkarssu
by fifling ot his feet. Ho then did puja to' the honoured
gust bnd ‘begged him to’ ‘take' food i bis bouse.
‘nllrumvnﬁhmu agroed: ‘

3. When food was cooked, Appothladigal’s first son went
to bring plantain leaves for the dinner He ‘was bitten by a
snake and he died after dutifully delivering the lesyes to hls
mother, ‘The 'parents were anmxious that Thirusssvukkarasy
should " aot 'know' about the death of their son (est he
(Thirapaavpkkeasi) should refuse to take food under such
qxrcumﬁnm “They, therefore, concealed the dead body

and itivited Thirdoaavukkatasu to take food.

4. Thirunaavukkarasu ‘took his seat, smeared the ‘sacred
ah on himsell and gave it to Appoothiadigsl and his wife
Ho aakod them go .bring their fist son to receive the sacred
b, : Appotbisdigal .was loth to divulge what 4ad bappened sod
gave: ‘on ovasive. oply., Thirunavakkarasu, by divise grace,
pondd mot bring himwelf to sccept the cxcuse and probed
ferther . Appoothisdigal bad, therefore, . to .give  a fyll
account of what had happened. Tmum’mkkmw .Wep
surprised at this supreme sacrifice on the part of Appoothiadigal
aad ssked the 'lattes to place the desd body in froot. of the
temple.: :Thirunsavokkarssu:sang in praise of the Lord i
the dead boyocame to life:and worshipped . Thiusasvikkedatyl
Thirunsavukkardsd stayed ia the place for soms 'deye-and "tk
foft. Appetisdigel atined the Lord's fect:in dub. odbrie, v
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27. Thirancelanskhks Nasysnesr Pureanem.

1. At Ssathamangai in Chols Naadu, there wat & Brakmia
by name Thiruscelasakkar. Hs used to do pujs daily to Lord
SIVA and aiso do.servies to dovotess of Loed SIVA.

2. On'diy, Bo finished his pajs in' the house end,
the ruling star of the day being Thiruvisthirsi, he waated
to 0 pujs to the Lord in the temple also. Mo and his wife
went 10 the' temiple called “Ayavanthi” with the” materials
roquited for 'the Archans. They Wore mear the Lord's image
and Thiraneelsnskks Nasysasac was chaating the Panchaskshars.
Just then, & spidér fell on the Lord's ‘Lings lmago. The
wilo. in ofder to drive out the spider, forosfully bdlew ox
the Liags with her mouth. Thiruncelanakks' Nasysasar way
aghast at this’ improper snd siofal act of his wife aad wid
that she should not live with him thereafter. As the eun hed
alréady set, the wife bad no other place ‘to go to sad she
stayod in the temple. That night the Lord sppeared i
Thiruncelagakka Naaysuaar's dream and told him that Hiy
entite form excépt the 'spot where ‘his wife blown was
covered by blisters, ' Thirunselanskks Nasyadear was immensely
moved snd, early in the morniag, he weat o the temple,
worshipped the Lerd snd took his wife %o the house.

‘ 3. Tmroaselanakks Nsayaoasr heard about the greatncss
of Thirugusanapambandgar who csme with his followers 19
Saathamangai for - worshipping the Lord of Ayavanthi temple.
Thiruncelaoakks Nasyanear cotortsined them all With gred
gusto., Thirugossnasambaadar : asked him te give papof
sholtor to, Thirusselaksatapporumpssnast , aad  Viraliyant,
Tnough they belenged to s Jow  cests, . Thiruncelanskks
Nasysasar made them lie noac the sacepd . fife-place whoro he
used to do bis daily, fice worship Thoeeaftec, the firo io
that place attained greater glow and hrfum than wusual a9
the devotecs of the Lord SIVA had taken shelter acer it
Thirggasasasambandhar then loft the place.

.4, - Bhivosesiaaskks Nasyassar .off sud. oo wsed to visit
Thicaghssossambindbar. Pimlly -be -atteaded .. Thisugnsane~
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aad perfermed his usual Puja immedistely. Next moraing,
when he went te Thiruvasroor, he found at first that all
the people therse were Siva Ganss and then they appeared as
ordinary human beings Naminandhi Adigal begged the Lerd’s
pardon for his ignorance. Then he shifted his residemce to
Thiruvaaroor where he lived long doeing service to the Lord
aad earmed the apprebation of Thirunasvukkarasu. Fisally, he
attained the Lord’s feet.

28. Thirugnaanasambandha Naayanaar Puraanam.

1, In Sirkaazhi of Chola Nasdu, there was a Brahmin
named Sivapaadha Hrudhayar. He was an ardent Saivite. His
wife was Bhagavathiyaar. She also came of a good aud devout
Saivite family. Sirkaazhi s an important Sivasthala and it is
known variously as Brahmapuram, Vesupuram, Pukali, Venkeru,
Thonipuram Poon Tharaai. Chirapuram, Puravam, Sanpai,
Kazhi, Kochaivayam and Kazhumalam,

3. Sivapsadba Hrudhayar was greatly upset by the
growth of Jainism and Buddhism at the cost of Saivism all
around him. He devoutly prayed to the Lord to set
things right. In due course, he got a son under the best auspices
with planetary aspects which were calculated to do immense
good to the devout. When the child was theee years old,
it was taken by the father to the temple tamk. Leaving the
child on the bank of the tank, the father took his bath,
When the father dipped into the water, the child cried
frantically pointing to the gopuram of the temple and calling
“ mother, father’’. lord Siva and Goddess Paarvathi gave
darshan and Paarvathi, at the behest of the Lord, fed the
child with Her milk in a golden cup. As Lord Siva and
Paarvathi Devi showed such kindness to the child, hs came
to be called ‘* AALUDAYA FILLAIYAAR.” As Qoddess
Paarvathi gave him mot only milk but also Sivagnaanam to
him, hecame to be calied * Thirugnaanssambandhamoorthi

3. When tho father completed his ablutions, he fousd
that his son bad partaken of some milk and questioned him
in a threatening manner holding a stick in hand where he got
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(ten stanzas) polating out in the sky Lord SIVA snd Goddess
Paarvathi os Their Vrushabha mount. The Pathikam was 90
composed as to make the cighth, ainth and temth stanzms
very important. The eighth stanza cited Rasvanss's case to
show that even the worst offenders could obtain the pardon
of kord SIVA if they showed real pemitence. The ninth
stanzs cited the cases of Brahmaa and Vistmu Who were
baffled §n Their search for Lord SIVA's erown and feet
respectively as they were obsessed with Their own importance
and did mot seatise that Lord SIVA could be cognised only
through humility and by praising His glory. The teath stsnza
condemned Juinism snd Buddhism which were opposed to
the Real Truth. Sivapsadha Hrudhayar was wonder-struck at all
this. The Gods showered flowers, The Lord and Paarvathi
Devi entered the temple. Thirugnasnasambandhar followed
the Lord into tho temple and sang im praise of the Lord
in the presence of s large gathering of people who had
assembled in the temple learning about the miracle All people
who had gathered there prostrated before Thirugnaana-
sambandhar, Sivapaada Hrudhayar wemt home carrying his
son oa his shoulders.

4, Thirugnsanasambandhar went to Thirukkolakkaa and
sang in praisc of the Lerd keeping time with his bare hands,
Then, by the Lord's grace, a pair of golden cymbals with
the Panchaskshars incribed om them came to Thirugmaana-
sambandbat’s hands. Then he returned te Sirkaszhi  There,
people from his mother's place and other people from all
around came to have his darshan, The people from Thiru-
asaipalli, the place from which Thirugnaspasambendbar's
mother hailed, invited Thirugnasmasambaadhar to their place
and he went to that place and womshipped the Lord. He
thea left that place and visited Thalsichankaadu and other places
and sang in praise of the Lord everywhere. Then he returned
to Sirkaazhj.

S. At that time, Thiruneclakantapperumpasnaar and
Vinliyaar, & Harijan couple, cime to sce Thirugnaana-
sambandhar. He welcomed them and took them to the fromt
yard of the temple and there, at his rsquest they sang senge
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calied Yaszh. Thiruncelakants Perumpsassar them played the
Pathikams of Thirugnsaassambandbar on the imstrument
and obtained Thirugnasnasambsndhar’s permission to accompany
him in all his pilgrimages and play the instrumemt in acoompani-
ment to Thirugasanasambandbar's songs. From thea onwards,
Thiruneclakantapperumpaanaar invarisbly accompenied Thire
gnaanasambandbar and played his instrument In accempaniment
to Thirugnsanasambandhar's songs,

6. Then Thirugnaanasambandhar went to Chidambaram
accompanied by his father and followers. He was welcomed
by she local people and the three thousand devotees of
Lord Nataraajaa ecalled *‘Brabmins living in Thillsi"’. He
prostrated before the gopuram and enteied the temple through
the southern gate. He worshipped the Lord in the golden
Sabha, ran into eostasy and sang in praise of the Lord.
After going round the four main strects, he went to
Thiruvekalam, worshipped the Lord and sang in His parise
as usual. When he again visited Chidambaram, the three
thousand devotees of Lord Natarasjaa appeared to him as
Sivaganas and he pointed it out to Thiruneclakantapperum-
paanaar. The three thousand persons worshipped Thirn.
gnaanasambandhar and he also worshipped them. Then they
all went into the temple and Thirugnaanasambandhar sasg in
praise of the Lord.

7. When Thirugosanssambandhar left Chidambaram
Thiraneclakantapperumpaanaar requested the former to visit
his (the latter's) birth place, Thiruverukkathaampuliyoor.
Thirugnsanasambandbar  visited that place, Thirumudhukumm
and Pemnaakatam. He then went to Thirunelvoyilarathurai
by walking slowly. Previously, he was being carried
by his father on his shoulders. When he reached Maranpaadi,
bhe was tired and was uttering the Panchaakshara. He took
rest in that place for the night.

§. That night the Lord of Thiruvarathurai appeared
in the dream of all Brahmins of the place and told them
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individually that Thirugnasnasambandhar was going to  visit
the place and that the Brahmins should tske pearl palan-
quin, pear] umbrells and peari bugles whish had been kept by
the Lord in the temple, to Thirugnasnsambandhar. Barly
next moming, the Brahmios found those articles ia the
temple and took them to Thirugnasnasambandhar, As the Lerd
had alse appeared in Thirugnsanasambandhar’s dream and
told him about this, he, his father and other members of
his party were struck with the Lord’s kindness. Then
Thirugnaanasambandhar got into the palanquin and the Brahmins
held the umbrella and blew the bugles. Thirugnaanasambandhar
reached Thiruvarathurai and worshipped the Lord. From there,
he visited Thiruvenainallur and other place.

9. Then, he left for Sirkaazhi through Thiruppazbuvoor.
Thiruvijayamangai,  Thiruvaikka, Thiruppurambayam and
Thiruchcheignaloor. At the last-mentioped place, where
Chandesa Nayanasr had lived.  Thirugnaanasambandhar
alighted from the palanquin out of respect for that great
devotee, walked to the temple and worshipped the Lord
Then he visited several places and reached Sickaazbi. There
the Brahmins gave him a royal welcome and Thirugnaana-
snmbandhar went to the temple, worshipped the Lord and
went homs.

10, Then the Upansyanam of Thirugnaanasambandhar
was celebrated and he formally initiated into the four
Vedas by the Brahmins but Thirugnsanasambandhar was. by
divine giace, already well-versed in all the Vedas and their
branches and even the learned Brahmins were greatly edified
by Thirugnaanasambandbar's discourses om them. He also
instructed them that the Panchaakshara was the most important
Mantra for Brahmins and sang in praise of the Mantra,

11. At that time. Thirunaavukkarasu wanted to pay his
tespects to Thirugnaanasambandhar and came to Sirkaazhi.
Thirugnaanasambandhar welcomed him and took him to
the temple and then to his house. Latter, Thirunsavukkarasu
left on his further pilgrimage and Thirugnaanssambandhar
socompamied him wupto Thirukkolakka and seturned to
Sirkaazhi,
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12. Then Thirugassnasambandhar started en a pligrimage.
He got into the pearl palanquin and was sccompanied by his
father. who insisted on doing so, and by others. He visited
Thirukkannarko]l and several other places and worshipped the
Lotd in every place and sang in His praise,

13. Then be entered Mazhanaadu and proceeded along
the nerth bank of the river Cauvery. He reached Thiruppaachi«
laschiraamam. Kollimazhavan, a chieftain of that place, was
in the temple where he had taken his -deughter who was
suffering from an iocurable disease. When he heard the
bugle sound announcing the arrival of Thirugnaasasambandhar,
he bastened to the village leaving his dawghter in the temple,
arranged for the decoration of the streets and worshipped
Thirugnaanasambandhar when he entered the place in the pearl
palanquin  Thirugnassambandbar toek him to the temple.
There Thirugnaanasambandhar found the daughter of Kolli-
mazhavan lying inert. Learning about her disease, he sang
in praise of the Lord and cured her of the disease.

14, Then Thirugnasnasambandhar went to  Thiru.
ppaigngneeli and Thiruveengoimalai and euntered the Kongs
Desa  There he visited Thirukkodimaada Chenkunroor and
Thirunanaa At the former place, owing to heavy fall of dew,
his followers suffered much hardship. Thirugnsanassmbandhar
sang in praise of the Lord and the climate became agresable.
Then he went to Thiruppaandikkodumudi, Thiruvenjasmaakkoodsul
and Karur and entered Chola Nsadu.

15. In Chola Nsadu, he visited Thiropparoythurai
and several other places, Then the summer was at its
height. Thirugnasnasambandhar weat to  Thirupazhaiysarai,
Thiruvaaraimetrali, Thiruchathimutram and was on his way to
Thiruppatteswaram. Then a Sivagsna Spread a peral canopy
over Thirugnaasambasdhat and aeonownced that Lor§
Pattecsswara had ordered that te be dona. Thirugnasnassm-
bandhar worshipped and praised the Lord gratefully. He
then went to Thiruvaaraivazhani and several othar places
and reached Thiruvasvadutbursi.
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16. When he was at Thiruvasvaduthural,  Sive-
paadhahrudhayar told him that he wanted to perform s Yegna
and wanted money for it. Thirugnasnasambandhar fang in praise
of the Lord asd & Siva Cana immediately plsced on 8
piatform s bag containing one thousand gold picces and
sonounced that the Lord had provided that gold. Thiru-
goaapasambandbar gave the gold to his father and asked him
to go to Sirkaazhi and do the Yagna according to the Vedic
iojunctions treating the Lord Paramasiva as the Supreme
Lord of the Universe,

)7 Then Thirugnsanasambandhar left Thiruvaavaduthurai
snd went to Dharmapursm after visiting several places. As
that was the place of Thiruneelakantapperumpaanaar’s mother.
his relatives met him and told him that because he (Thiru-
neclakentapperumpaansar) was fully bringing out through his
Yaazh the musical merits of Thirugnaanasambandhar’s songs,
thelr music would envelop the world. Thiruneelakantapperum-
paspsar was taken aback at this and requested Thirugnaauva-
sambandhar to sing a pathiksm, the musical intricacics of
which would baffle accompaniment on the Yaazh so that the
people might know abeut the innate excellence of the songs
snd give up the wrong impression that their exccllence was
due to the Yaazh. Thirugnaanasambandhar, therefore, sang 8
pathikam which could mot bc played on the Yaazh. On
account of his failure to play it onm the Yaazh, Thiruncela-
kantapperumpaanasr get into a frency and attempted to break
the Yaazh whieh had induced him to make the unwise and
presumptuous attempt to play the exquisite, divine music of
the sengs on the instrument; but Thirugnaanasambandhar
prevented him from breaking the Yaazh saying that the Lord’s
kindness could not be circumscribed within the capacity of 8
manmade, stringed instrument and that, therefore, there was
nothing wrong with the Yaazh or the player on the Yaazh.

18. Some days later  Thirugnaanasambandhar  left
Dharmspuram and went to Thiruoallaru and Thiruchchaatha-
mangsi. Ia the Iatter place, Thiruncclanakka Naayapaar wel-
comed and entertained him. Then Thirugnaanassmbandhar
went to Thirunasgaikkaaronam.  Keezhveloor and Thiruch.
henkattaankudi, At the last-mentioned place, Siruthonda
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Nasyasaar weloomed and entertained him. Then he went to
Thiromarokal and stayed there for some time. There a young
merchant and a yowng woman were Sleeping in a rest house
near the temple. The merchant died of snake-bite, The
distranght young woman bemoaned the death of the merchant
and wildly cried before the temple gate entreating the Lord
to give life to the merchant. Thirugnasnasambandhar who
was thes worshipping in the temple came out and sang in
praise of the Lord. Immediately, the dead merchant came
to life and he and the woman ‘prostrated before Thirugnaana-
sambandhar. He permitted them to wed ™ as that was their
desire, Siruthonda Naayanaar came to Thirumarukal aad invited
Thirugnaanasambandhar to Thiruehchenkaattaankudi, The latter
went to the temple at Thirumarukal and there the
Lord gsve darshan to him in His Thiruchchenkaattaankudi
setting and Thirugnaanasambandhar was pleased and sang in
praise of the Lerd.

19. Then he went to Thiruppukkaloor, Muruga Naayanar
welcomed him. Thirunaavukkarasu was then reported to be
coming to  Thiruppukkaloor and Thirugnaanssambandhar
welcomed him at the outskirts of the place. Thirunaavukkarasy
told him about the Thiruvasthirai festival at Thiruvaaroor
and Thirugnaanasambandhar, desiring to visit Thiruvaaroer,
went to Thiruvirkudi and Thiruvaaroor. From  Thiruvaaroor
he went to Thiruvalivalam aad Thirukkolili and returped to
Thiruppukaloor. He stayed there for some time with Thiru.
naavukkarasu Naiyanaar and Thiruncelanakka Naayanaar and
Sirutbonda Naayanaar also joined them.

20. After soms time, Thirunasvukkarasu and Thirugnaana-
sambandbar left on a further pilgrimage. Thirunsavukkaassu
led the party in advance and Thirugnaanasambandhar followed
them n the pearl palanquin as requested by Thirunaavukkarasu
They visited Thiruvambar and worshipped the Lord in
Maahsalam, There they wisited the temple erected by
Kochchengatchozha Naayanaar. Then they went to Thirukkadavoor,
stayed with Kungiliyakkalaya Naaysnaar and worshipped at
Thirukkadavoor Mavaanam also.

2l. Then they went to Thiruveezhimizhalai. There
Thirunaavukkarasu and Thirugnsanasambsndhar stayed in
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soparals residonces. Then the Brahmiss of Sitkaszhi ocame and
avited Thirogoasoasambendbar to Sivksaril. He said thet be
would talo the permmission of the Lend of Thiruveerhimizhelei
add preceed to Sirkmszhi the newt day, DBut, that might, the
Lond appeared in his dream and told Mm that he could see
the Losd of Birkearhi 'in His full Sirkeavhi setting in the
Thiruveestimizhelt temple Vimasnem iteelf.  Accordingly
Thirvgeeanssembandhar had darshan of the Lord of Sirkeszht
and asked the Brahmins of Sirkesazhi to return to their
place,

82. At that time, Thiruveezhimizhalai was droughtstricken
Thirngeasnasambandhar and Thirusaavukkarasu were worried
on that account. That night, the Lord told them in their
dream that He would place a gold coin in each eof the
emstren and westeren plstforms in the temple and they could
use the coins for the purpose of feeding the humgry peopls
This was done by them daily. Thirugnaanasambandhar learnt
that the coins taken by him from the castern platform were
lightly fpferior and hemce there was delay in petting
provisions aod serving the hungry. Thirugnaanasambandhar
sang to the Lerd and got good coins The coins obtained by
Thirunaavukkarasu were all good from the beeinning because
be not only sang and prayed to the Lord but also did
physical service like cleaning the temple premises.

33. When the drought was over, they went to Thiru-
vasnchiam and other places and reached Vedaaranyam

2. Thers they went round the temple and came to
the doorway which hed been used by the Vedas in the past
for wombipping the Lord and which was closed latter and could
not he opmed by any one. Thirugnaanasambandhar told
Thirunssavukkarssu that they should get to the Lord's presence
through that doer and asked him to eing for opening the
door. Thirunsavukkarasu sang but the door did not readily
epen. However, it openod aftsr sll the stanzas of
the song were sung. After they worhipped the
Losd, Thirunsavukkarasu ssked Thirugnsanasambandhar to sing for
clesing the door, As sooa as tho firt stasza was sung, the
door closed. Subsoquemtly, the deor opencd amd closed daily.
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33, Thirunsavukkerasy becams thoughtful as the
door didnot roadily open when he ssag while 1t closed 2
soon ‘&8 Thirugesanassmbandhar had sung but ose stanza, Ho
roalised the grestness of Thiruguasnassmbandhar who aleno
could work miracles like the Lord ‘With this thought he
went to sleep and in his dream the Lord asked him to follow
Him to Voymoor. Thirumesvukkarasu immediatly sose and
followed the Lord but oould net resch Him. The Lord entered
a temple Meanwhile, Thirugnasossambandhar ai{so came to
Voymoer and had darshan of the Lord. _ Then they both
retwrned to Vedasranyam,

20. At that time, the Pasndys King bad cmbraced
Jainism and conmsequently that cult hsd spread fast over the
Kingdom. The queen sud the Prime Misister werg, howeves,
staunch Saivites. They were thinking hasd bow the
situation could be rectified. They heard about Thirugnasoa
Sambandhar's greatness and sent some messepgers 1o
him to explamn the situstion in the Pasndys Kingdom. sné
to request him to visit Madurai snd eradicate Jainism from the
place. Thirugnaanasambandbar went to the temple, prayed ta
the Lord and decided to leave for Madurai. Thirunasvukkarasy
tried %o dissuade him on the ground that Thirugnaanasambandhat
being a child could not match the adversaries Who were crafty
and cruel but Thirugnsanssambandhar was emphatic that, as
Lord SIVA was ruling his heart. Do harm could come to
him Thirunaavukkarasu offered to accompssy him but Thiru
goasnasawbandhar asked him to costinue in Cholanaadu, He
then loft for Madurai. En route, he visited Thriuvakathi-
yampalli and other place.

27. The Prime Mialster of the Pasadya King, Kulachirsiysas
welcomed Thirugnsanasambandbar. The queen went to the temple,
worshipped the Lord and awsited Thirugnssnasambandbar’s
atrival. The latter reached the temple, worshipped the Lord,
met the queen, blessed her and the Prime Minister and stayed
in a rest-house arranged by the Prime Minister.

78. The Jains who had watched the arpivel of Thirugnsass-
sambandhur in Msdurei told the-King sbout 1t sad with his
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permission docided to Set fire, by their eccult powers, to
the rest-house in which Thirugnsanssambandhar was staying.
The King was depressed shout the advens of Thirugmasna-
sambandhar to Madurai. As their occult prectices did not
succeed against the divine personality of Thiugnsapasombasdhar,
the Jains physically set fire to the building The followers of
Thirugnsanasambaadhar put it eut snd told Thirugnaans-
sambandbar about tho Jains' act. He sang to the Lord and
Qisected the fire to the Psandya King so that he might feel
the burning semsation in his body without any harm being
caused to his life, The King accordingly suffered from a
great burping sensation all over his body. Yhe King's
physicians and the Jains attempted to cure him but failed
completely in their attempts. Then the queen and the Prime
Minister suggested to the King that Thirugnsanasambandhar
might be called to effect the cure. On ascount of the compulsion
of circumstances, the King aggreed and ssid that he would
embrace the religion of amy ome who cured him of the
discass. The queen and the Prime Minister went to
Thirugnsanasambandhar. reported and happenings in the palace
to him and requested him to cure the King He went to the
temple, womshipped the Lord and with His blessings went
to the palace.

29. The Jains were also prescut at the palace and tried
to persuade the King to support them, But the King said
that he would be fair to both sides and join that side which
established its superiority to the other,

30. When Thirugnaanasambandhar arrived at the palace,
the King offered him a jewelled scat mcar the head of his
couch. The King made kind emquiries of him  The Jains
who were jealous of Thirugnsasssambandhar to whom the King
tad offered the jewelled seat begam to speak vehemently in
support of their cult. Thirugnssnssambandbar .asked them to
state their case properly and in an orderly manner, The King
at the instance of tme queen, interfered amd said that those
who cured him of his bodily afflictien would be considerd
to bave won. The Jains then offered to cure the King's left
side while Thirugnasnasambendbar sheuld try with the right
gide. But their attempts to cure tho left side omly aecentuated
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the illnes and the King's agomy. Then Thirugnaanasambandhar
sang on the greatness of the sacred ash and applied it to the
right side of the King. He was immediatly cured of the
discase on the right side. The King then requested him to cure
his left side also and Thirugnsanssambnedhat applied the
sacrod ash te the left side and cured it also. The King
anpounced that the Jains were defeated. The Kimg also
worshipped Thirugsaanasambandhar in thankfulgess.

31, Then Thirugnsanssambandbar asked the Jain to
state the tenets of their cult. The Jains said that both sides
should inscribe the tenets of their respective ouits on palm
leaves and put them in fire and that the leaf that remained
unburnt would indicate the superiority of the tenets written
on it Before the King could say anything, Thriugnaana~
sambandhar agreed. He meditated on the Lord and selected
at random a leaf out of a file of leaves on which Thevaram
songs bad been written It related te Thirunallaaru Thiru-
goaspasambandhar, meditating on the Lord of Thirunallasry,
deposited it into the fire with full confidence. The leaf did
not burn and was intact. The Jains also put their leaf into
the fire with diffidence and it was burnt to ashes.  Thiru-
gnaanasambanhar them recovered his leaf from the fire and
kept it in 1ts place in the file. The King asked the Jains to
produce their leaf but they could not as it had become ash.
The King confirmed his decision that the Jains were
defeated.

32, The Jains wanted one mere trial to be made and
suggested that the leaves relating to the two cults should be
droppod into the river Vasigai amd the one that went
upstream should be considered to be that of the winning
creed. Thirugnaanasambandhar agreed and the Jains dropped
their leaf into the river, It was carried away by the fast
current and went beyond reach. Them Thirugnasnasambandhar
sang a song and the leaf containing that sopg was drepped
into the river; it went up-stream. The Psandya King was
also curd of bis hunchback as a result of the song. The
Prime Minister rode on s swift homse to follow the
progrees of the leaf upstream. Thirugnaanasambandhar ssng a
song to arrest the further progress of the leaf and the
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PAs Mihister wes able to pick it up near Thirevedstum.
HU beld it with respect on his head ' and  showed it to the
kitg ‘and others. He wonhipped  Thirugnsanesambsadhar
The Primé Minister tosk steps onder the King's orders to
oxbcuté ‘the eight thoussnd Jains as had: alresdy beem apreed
t by them st the begishing of the comtest. Thirognaana~
satiibadihsir then went to' the temple accompanied by the King
and Queen, worshipped the'Lord and sang is His praise
The Kiag also profuscly apologised to Lord Somasundreswara
fr Ns Invig embraced Jamiem and he beoome
& ‘Maunth ‘Saivite. The eatire Kingdom got rid of Jainism sad
Sitvism ipreviiled everyWhvre,

33. When Thiragoasnassmbandhar was in Madursd, bis
fether came there to sec' his som whe had renderd sigoal
Sctvite te Ssivism, He was welcomed by Thriugnsanasambendhat
Who kfing in praie of the Lerd of Sirkaazhi. Who had im-
parted Sivagnsana to him.

34, Then Thirugnasnasambandhar accompained by the
Paasdys Kiog sn  queen snd the Pfime Minister left for
Thirupparankunram and other places. He worshipped the
Lord ‘in all those piaces and then wemt to Rameswaram. He
worshipped the Lord of Rameswaram end from there he
sang in praise of the Lord of Yhirukkonamalai and
Thirukketheeswaram in  Sri Lanka' From Rameswaram, he
went to  Thiruvaadaanai, Thriuppanavoyil and  reached
Manamerkudi, the birth place of Kulachiraiyasr, the Prime
Minister. From there he vmited seversl shrimes of Lord SIVA
in méighbouring ptaces. Thea he left for Chola Nasdu aad
‘the Panndya King. queen and Prhime Mmuster reluctantly
otarned to ‘Madurai.

85. Thriugnsanasambandhar visited Thirukkalar, Thiru-
ppeathsaleeswaram aad Mulliveikkarai. In the last-mentioned
place, the river was swollen and the bostman had kept
the boats on mver bank and gone away as the boats
could not be plied in the high stream. Thirug-
naanssambandhar wanted to eross the river and worship the
‘Lbrd of Thirukkollampoor on the opposite bank. He united
'the boat and put his followers ito them. He then  got
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foto sboat and sesg -in praise of the Lord. The boats,
unmsaned by boasmen as they were, reached the opposite
shore and Thriugnsanasambandhar wershipped the Lord
From there, he went to Thirundllasru and Thiruthelicheri
and approached Bodhimangai, a stronghold of the Buddhists.
The Buddhists were greatly irked whea the followers of
Thirugnsanssambandhar played their trumpets snd announced
that Thirugnasnasambandhar, the extripator of aon-Saivite
cults, was arriving. The Buddhists led by their leader,
Buddhanandi, challenged the followers of the Thirugnaanasambandhae
to establish the superierity of the Saiva cult before proclaiming
the greatness of their leader. Thirugnasnssambandhar was
spprised of the Buddhists’ opposition and he propoted to
sccept the challenge. But the scribe who was writing the
Thevaram songs of Thirugnsanasambandhar would not brook
the situation. He therefore, cited the Thevaram song which
extols the cfficacy of the Panchsakshara in putting an end
to the ememies of its votaries and prayed that the head of
the leader of the Buddhists should be sundered from the
body by a thunder The prayer was immediatly fulfilled.
Thirugnaanasambandhar who was apprised of this was glad
and asked his followers to utter the pame of Lerd SIVA.

36. Though the Buddhists were temporarily upset, they
rallied round their leader. Sari Buddhan and invited Thiru-
gnaanasambandhar for a discussion of the relative merits of
their cults. The same scribe again worshipped Thriugneans-
gambandhar and entered into an argumentation with Sari Buddhan
and defeated him. The Buddhists then embraced Saivism.

37 Thriugnsanasambsndhar then went to Thirukkadavoor
and stayed there for some timo worshipping the Lord. Then
he weat to Thiruppoonthuruthi where Thriunaavukkasasu was
staying. Thriunsavukkarasu heard sbout the visit of Thiru
gnaanssambandhar and joined the crowd whioh went to the
outskirts of the village to  welcome Thirugnaanasambendhar.
The latter enquired where the former was. Thirunaavukkarasu
then stepped forward and expressed his good fortune in having
had the oppostunity to bear the palanquin for some distance
st least. Oa hearing this, Thirugnsanasambandbar got down
from the Palanquin and bowed to Thiruassvukksrssu and the
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latter also bowed to the former. Then Thirugnsanasambandhar
recounted his experiences in Psandys Maadv snd Thirunaavukkarasu
also narrated his  experiences in  Thomdai Naadu,
Thirunsavukkarasu then loft for Paandys Nasdu.

38. Thirugnaanasambandhar then visited Thirupeithasnam,
Thiravaiyaaru and Thiruppazhanam and reached Sirkaazhi.
Subsequently, he left for Thondai Nasdu. Enroute, he
visited Chidambaram and many other places.

39. In Thondainaadu, he visited Thiruvothcor and wor-
shipped the Lord. A devotee of Lord SIVA then told him
that all the palmyrah trees grown by him were nonyielding
(male) trees and that the Jains were on that aeocount,
making a laughing stock of bim and his devotion
to Lord SIVA, Thirugnasnasambandhar sang in praise of
the Lord and, to the surprise of all, the palmyras begas
to yield immedsately. Many Jains embraced Saivism and others
left the place, The palmyras also attained in due course the
goal of spiritual evolution and merged in Lord SIVA
without having to take birth again.

40. Then Thirugnaansambandhar visited Thirumakaral,
Thirukuranganimuttam and reached Kaancheepuram. There he
visited Thiruvekembam and other places. He approached
Thiruvaalankaadu Being afraid of treading the sacred soil
over which Kaaraikkaal Ammaiyasr had, unwilling to place
her fect on the sacred land. walked om her head, he stayed
for the might in a neighbouring plsce. The Lord of Thiru-
vaalankaadu appeared in his dream and reminded him to sing
in His praise Thirugnasnasambnadhar then sang in praise of
the Lord. Then be went to Thiruppsasoor, Thriuvenpaakkam,
Thriukkarikkara: and rcached Kaalahasti. He climbed the hill
singiog in praise of the Lord and Kannappa Naayansar
and worshipped the Lord and Kaomappa Nasyanssr. From
there. he sang in praise of the Lord in Kailaas, Thriukkethaaram.
Thirugokatnam.  Thirupparuppatham  and Indrancelapparu-
ppatham. Then he visited Thiruverkaadu, and Thiruvalithasyam.
and reached  Thiruvotriyoor. He stayed at the last
mentioned place for some time.
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41. At that time, there was & rich Vysya by same
Sivanesan in Mylapore. He had no offspring for long. He
prayed to God. Then he begot a dsughter whom he named
Poompaavai. As he was greatly devoted to  Thiru-
gnaanasambandhar, he announced that he would give her
in marrige to Thirugnasnasambandhar end Dbestow all his
property also on him, But, soon the girl was bittea by o
snake and she died. Sivanesan had her body burnt and kept
the bomes and ash im a pot which he daily decerated with
flowers to the surprise of all, ]

42. Learning that Thirugnaanasambandhar was staying
in Thiruvotriyoar. Sivanesan bad the entire distance from
Mylapore to Thiruvotriyoor decorated and he went to iavite
Thirugnasoasambandhar to Mylapore. The latter arrived at
Mylapore, worspipped the Lord in the temple and asked Sivanesan
to bring the pot contsining the bones and ash to the temple gate.
When it was brought Thirugnaanassmbandbar sang in praise of the
Lord and as soon as the song was completed, Poompaavai
rose in flesh and blood and all were wonder - struck. Sivanosan
begged Thirugnaanasambamdhar te mairy the girl but he
declined saying that it would mot be proper a8 he had
brought her back to life with the grace of the Lord and as
she was, therefore, virtually a dsughter o him. Sivanesan
did not give her in marriage to anybody else and she joined
the Lord's feet in due course,

43. Thirugnasnasambandhar then weat to Thiruvaaamiyoor
and other places and then reached Chidambaram. Siva
paadhahrudayar. and other Brahmins of Sirkazhi also came to
Chidambarsmn. Thirugnaanasambandhar thea left for Sirkaazhi.
Muruga Naayassar. Thiruneclanakka Nasyanaar and othes
devotees of Lord SIVA, came to Sirkaazhi and stayed there
worshipping Thirugnaanasambaadhar.

44. Then Sivapaadhabrudayssr aad other  relatives
requested Thirugaaasasambandhar to wed. Though he was
at first against marriage, he could mot rejest their plea that,
as his life's mission was to establish the Vedic mode of life,
be should take a wifc at that appropriatc stage of hus life
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Whea the Brahmacharya Ashram should be completed and
QGrubastha Asheam  should begin  Sivapsadhabrudayar then
went to Thisunslleor and with the coscusrence of Nambiasadaar
Nambi of ithat place scttlad the .marciage -of the -latter’s
daughter with Thitugnaanasambaandhar. All arrangements ware
ede for the marriage by both parties.

45, On the day previous to tho wedding day. Thiru-
gnasassambandhar and party left for Thirunalloor. He
worshipped the Lord ia the temple cilled Thirupperumansm
and then stayed im the building set apart for him. On the
avedding day. he was adorned in accordance with custom
‘and wearing the Rudraaksha aad sacred ash. he reached
the ‘wedding hall and seok ‘his seat. Nambissodaar Nambi and
‘his wife received him with sppropriate homours. The bride
was then brought to the weddiag hall and she took her seat
by his side. According to Vedic injunction, Thirugnaana-
sambandhar tied the Thirumangalyam to her neek and went
‘round ‘'the sacred f{ire with her. Them he went to the temple
with the bride aad all relatives amd othes guests who had
gathered there and sang in praise of the Lord.

46. A great Jyothi enveloped the temple premises
immediately. Lord SIVA said in a devine voice that
Thirugnasnasambandhar, his bride and all who had gathered
there for the wedding should reach Him through the Jyothi
and in His kindness the Lord indicated the ecntrance to
the Jyothi. Thirugnaanasambandhar sang in praise of the
Lord and asked all to enter the great lustre. All entered it
and Thirugnaanasambandhar holding the bride’s  hand

also entered after all eothers had dome so. The Jyothi then
disappeared and the temple became visible as  usual. Devas
and Rishis praised the Lord.

38. VYoyarkens Kalikkasma Naayanasr Puraanam.

1. Kalitkaama Naayansar came of a Vellala family in
Thirupperumangaiam of Chola Neadu, The family was known
o “Yeyat", a spocial appellation given to it as its
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members were hereditarily the commanders of the King's
forces. Kalikkasma Nasyanaar was & great devotee of
Lord SIVA and he rendered grest service to the Lord’s
temple at Thiruppunkeor.

2. He was enraged at Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar’s request
to the Lord of Thiruvaaroor to intercede on his behalf with
Paravayaar, his wife, who was estranged with him. Kalikkaama
Nasyanaat was ominously saying that he could not predict
what would happen if he should chance fo meet Sundara-
moorthy Naayanaar. The latter also heard about this and
approached Lord SIVA and stated what he had heard.

3. The Lord wanted to unjte Kalikksama Naaysnaar
and Sundarameorthy Naayanaar snd made the former suffer
from an usbearable stomach pain. The Lord also told
Kalikkaama Naayanaar that the disease could be cured only by
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar. But the former refused to get
cured by Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar. The Lord had, at the
same time, also told Sundaramoorthy Naayavaar to go and
cure Kalikkaama Naayanaar. Accordingly Sundaramoorthy
Nasyanaar sent & messenger to Kalikkaama  Naayansar
informing him that he would be arriving to cure him of the illness.
But Kalikkaama Naayanaar immediatly cut his stomach with
a koife and dled. His wife was also about to put am end
to her life. But just then Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar
arrtved. When bhe found that Kalikkasma Nasyanaar had
killed himself, Sundaramoorthy Nsayanaar also took the same
knife and attempted to stab himself. But, by the Lord’s
grace, Kalikkaama Naayansar came to life and snatched
the knife from Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar’s hands. Then
they both became good friends and left for Thiruvaaroor.
Kalikkaama Naayanaar stayed at Thiruvaaroor worshipping
the Lord and now amd then roturned to his place. ln due
course he attained the Lord's feet.

31. Thirumeela Nasyanaar Purasnam

1. A direct disciple of Loid Nandi Deva of Kailass
left Kailaas to meet his friend, Agastya, who was in
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Pothiyamalai .in the south, Enroute, heé visited Thirukethaaram,
Pasupathi Nepalam, Kaasi, Sri Sailam, Thirukkalaathi,
Thiruvaalamkaadu. Kaancheepuram, Thiruvathikai, and Chidam-
baram. He reached Thiruvasvaduthurai. He was stayiog there
asd worshipping the Lord.

2. Ono day, 8 cowherd of Sathanoor, a pear by village,
who: had taken a herd of cows to the bank of the Cauvery
for grazing died suddenly. The cows were all grief-stricken.
This was noticed by the disciple of Lord Nandi Deva. Out of
pity for the cows, he decided to lesve his body temporarily
and activate by his superhuman powers the dead body ef the
cowherd. When Moolan got back to life. the cows were
jubilaat’ and grazed well. In the evening, the cows were led
to Saathanoor by the Sivayogi, who was activating Mooldn’s body.
Moéolan's wife invited him to the heuse but the Sivayogi
refused ' to go with' her. He¢ entered into meditation in a
public place nearby. People concluded that he had renounced
thé world and' left him at' that.

3. Then he went to the place where he bad left his
own body and found it missing. He was able to perceive
that the Lord’s intention was to make him educate the people
of Tamilnadu in Saiva Asgamsas and Siva Yoga. He, therefore.
west to the temple at Thiruvaavadutiurai and after worshipping
the Lord squatted underneath a pecpul tree in meditation,
He was in meditation for over three thousand' years and
composed one stanza every year, The work was called
“Thirumanthiram". Eventually he reached Kailaas.

32. Dhandisdigal Naayanar Pursanam.

J. There was in Thiruvasroor of Chols Naadu a blind
person called Dbandi Adigal Naayansar. He used to go round
the temple daily. chant the Panchaakshara always and see
God withia himself.

3. At that time; a» the Jains had sucroached on the
sacred: tank- near tho temple, Dhandi- Adigal Nasysassc began:
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to widea the tank bed. Though be was torn blind, be did
the work successfully with the help of & fope tied between
two posts one on the bank and the other in the tank bed.
The Jains asked him mot to dig lest insects should die.
But he told them that what he was doisg was & sacred act.
the value of which could not be understocd by them. Hé
also said that, by the Lord’s grace, he might ecven get his
eye sight and they might loose theirs. The Jains removed the
posts and the rope and ridiculed him by ‘saying tbat, if he
got his eye sight, they would leave the place, Dhandi Adigal
Naayanaar went to the temple and prostrated before the
Lord in distress at what had bappened.

3. The Lord appeared in his dream and astured him
that he would get his eye sight and'the Jains would loose theirs
the next day. The Lord also sppeared in the King's dream
and told him about Dhandi Adigal Naayanaar and asked the
Kiog to help him to complete his work. Next day, the:
king met Dhandi Adigal Naayanaar and the Jains. The latter
underteok to run away from the place if Dhandi Adigal
Naayanaar got his eoye sight. Dhandi Adigal Neayanaar
chanted the Panchaakshars and bathed in the tank, When he
rose from the water, he had got his ecye sight and the
Jaios bad lost theirs. The King's men sent the Jains out of
the place. The King scized their schools and other building
and deepenod the tank and built walls around it. Dhandi
Adigal Nasyanaar attained Siva Loka ia duoe coutse.

33. WNeerka Naaysnaar Puraanam.

1. There was rich Vellala in Thirgverkaadu of Thondai.
Naadu. He used to feed devotees of Lord SIVA daily aud.
also givo them. what they waated. Ia due course, he
became poor asd: yet he did not waot to give up feeding
and entostaining devotees. So he wemt to several places.
and indulged in gambling. Tho gains that accrued from.
gambling were utilised by him for feeding devotees and.
supplying their other wants. He himself did mot touch even
a-que out of such geins. He used to attack with his dagger
potsoas Who failed to honour their bets in gambling. 8o be
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was called “Narchudar Moorkar”, (meaming a fair gambler
and & harsh person). In due course, attained the feet of
Lord SIVA as he entertained devotees till the very end.

34. Semassimasra Naayanaar Puraanam.

1. There was 8 Brahmin in Thiruvambar in Chola Naadu
Called Somaasimaara Naayamaar. He devoutly chanted the
Panchaakshars always and also entertained devotees of
Lord SIVA without looking to their caste, creed or other
qualities. He performed Yagnas to please Lord SIVA and
without looking amy other benefit. He went to
Thiruvasreoor and was greatly devoted to Sundarawoorthy
Naayanaar. By such devotion, he attained Siva Loka.

35. Saakkis Naayanaar Purasnam,

1. There was a Vellala in Tiruchchaathumangai who
was always anxiously searching for the best means of
attaining salvation in life and avoiding further births. Ia this
Search, he became a Buddhist and studied the tenets of
Buddhism seriously but he found that Buddhism could not
help bhim to achieve his end. He similarly studied all other
cults and found that only Saivism could give him the
salvation desired by him and that Lord SIVA alone was
the God Who could hft him out of the rut. So, although
he continued to be a Buddhist, he begas to worship
Lord SIVA aad vowed not to take food without worshipp-
mmg the Linga form of Lord SIVA, Accordingly, he
worshipped a Linga found nearby. In his eostasy. without
realisiog what he was doing, he threw a brick on the Linga.
As Lord SIVA always gladly accopted all offering made
by His devotees who had great affection for Him, the brick
bat was acoepted by Him. Next day, again the Vellala
repeated the same act. Though at first he was surprised why
he should have committed that act om the previous day.
he concluded that he must have been prompted to do it on
account of the Lord's owa will. Oa this assumption, he
repeated the same act every day with a religlous ferveur.
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One day, he was about to take meals without having
darshan of the Linga and without throwing a stone as usual,
Suddealy, he remembered that defsult asd, leaving his meal,
he ran to the Linga, fondly hugged it and threw a stone
as usual on the Linga. The Lord and Goddess Parrvathi
appeared on their Vrushabha meunt and gathered him to
Their feet.

36. Sirappuli Nasymmear Purssnm.

1. Thete was a Brabmin called Sirappuli Naaysnast in
Thiruveskkoor of Chols Nsadu. He slwsys ontertained’
SIVA Bhakthas and gave them what they wanted. He was
constantly chanting the Panchaakshara manthra snd performed
vatious yagnas %0 plesse Loed SIVA and In due coume
sttainéd the Lerd's fost, .

37. Siruthenda Naaysnsar Pursanam.

1. In Tisuchchenkaattasnkudi of Chols Naadu lived
Paranjothiyaar. He was well-versed in the art of warfare
aad at the same tims he was also a great scholar. He was
convinced that the Lord’s feet alone could confer salvatien.
He was, therefore always meditating on Lord SIVA and also
eatertaining His devotces regulasly,

2. Once, he went to battle on behalf of the King and
returned victorious with a great amount of booty. The King
greatly appreciated his valour. The ministers told the King
that, as Paranjothiysar was a great devotee of Lord SIVA,
nobody could defeat him. The King who was a devout
Saivite himself felt that it was a great sin on his past
to have exposed a devout Saivite like Paranjothiyssr to
the risks of warfare. Me, therefore, gave bhim  valuabie
preseats and relieved him from service to the King to
that he (Paranjothiyaar) could devote his attention solely
to the worship of Lord SIVA Pamanjotblyaar then went
to his place and he and his wife Thiruvenkssttunapgaiysas.
womshipped the Lerd of Qanapatheeswaram and entertained
Siva Bhakthas, ‘On actount of his humility before Siva Bhakthas,
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bhe was called ¢ Siruthondar’® He had a son by name
Secrsalan., Ho was put into tho school in bis fifth year.
Once, Siruthondar had the great privilego of entertaining
Thirugnsanssambandhar.

3. Oa¢ day, Siruthondar could not get » Siva Bhakths
o8 his guest. So he went in search of ome. At that time,
Losd Biva took the form of a Sivayogi and appeared in
Siruthondar’s house. Though the maid servant and the wife
of Siruthondsr begged the Sivayogi to remain in the house
saying that Siruthondar would return shortly, the Yogi
expressed bis unwillingness to stay in s house from which
its master was absent and told them they could find him
uader the tree in the temple.

. 4. Biruthondar’s search for a Siva Bhatha was fruitless.
Ho roturned home very much distraught. When ho learned
from his wife about the Yogi, he hastened to the temple and
begged the Yogi Who was usder the tree to go to his house
and take food. But the Siva Yogi told him that he could
net feed him (the Yogi) easily. He explained that he wused
te eat only omoe in six months and that, for his dinner, he must
bave the only male child of the family and the child should
bave flawless body and bo aged flve years only. He added
that the mother and the father of the child should with gresat
pleasure cut the child, cook the flesh and serve it to him.
Siruthondar agreed to serve the Yogi accerdingly snd went
home, He told his wife about all this and then got his son
from the school. The mother and father washed the child
snd adorped him. Shem they both caught hold of him in
order to cut him. The boy, seeing that the parents were
happy in puttisg him to such constralat, also felt happy,
When the father cut the boy’s head and the mother cooked
the flsh. She gave the head to the maidservant thinking
thet it would aot be suitable for beeing cooked.

5. Siruthondar then went the Sivayogi and informed
him that foed had been prepared according to his speci-
fications and took him to his house. Then Sjruthondar and
his wife worshipped him respectfully. At his behest
Situthondar’s wife served rice and the cooked flesh, The
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Siva Yogi, hewever. wanted the cooked flesh of the head
also to be served. Luckily, the maid servant who had
received the head from her mistress bad cooked it and so
ft was also served. Then the Siva Yogi raised another
hurdle and asked for the company of s Siva Bhaktha at the
dinner. Sirutbondar could net find one. He told the Siva Yogl
that, though he would serve food 8o asy one who had
smeared the sacred ash on his body, he could find nens.
The Siva Yogi then told Siruthondar to sit with him as he
was always smearing the sacred ash on his bedy with great
devotion. The Siva Yogi asked Siruthoadar’s wife to serve
Siruthomdar also the rice and the cooked flesh. 8he served
them accordingly. Now the Siva Yogi asked Siruthondar to
get his son also to eat. He would not accepst amy excuse
and refused to eat unless Siruthondar called his sos. Then
Biruthondar and his wife went out and called their son. Yhe
son came runnming as if he was returning from the school.
The parents were happy thst the Siva Yogi would sow take
his food and went imto the house with their som But, te
their surprise, they found that the Siva Yogi had disappeared
as also the cooked fiesh that had been served. Siruthoadas
was in great distress at this development. Just thea Lord
SIVA appeared with Goddess Paarvathi and Lord Subrahmanys
oa the Vrushabha mount surrounded by all Gods and Rishis
and gave darshan to Siruthoadar, his wife, son and the
maid servaat. The Lord took all the four of them to Kailass
to keep them always in His presence,

36, Cheramasn Perumasn Nasysnaar Pursanam.

1. A Chera prince was born in the royal family at
Kodungaloor snd he was named Perumas Kothaiyasr. Though
he was a prince, be led the life of s ssnyasin (a petson
who had renounced the worldly life) mm a sacred place
called Thiruvanjaikkalam. He used to take his bath well
before sunrise, perform his secligious rites and do service
to Lord SIVA in the templo of that place in varous ways
such as raising a flower garden, gathering flowers and wmaking
gatlands and sweeping and cleaning the temple premises, At
that time, the Chera Kiag Cheagoreporaysn voluntarily
$ave up his threne in pursuit of spiritual advanesment ead
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$61f-réalisation. The ministers then iavited Perumaakothaiysar
;“’ take thrope. The prince wss appreshensive fhat to do
60 would greafly upset the peaccful asd devotional life that
'be wis leading prayed to the Lord for guidamce. The
Lot grace indicasod that the prince should take the thorne.
‘Mg 318 50 16 Me delight of the anxious ministers.

: 2. Whep he was crewned, ho was taken in @ proocssien
98 .an elophant. He shea ssw a washerman Whose eatice
body was covered with traces of the fuller's carth handled
by him in pussuit of his profession sad, therefore, appeared
whits. The King, taking him to be a devout Saivite with
sacred ash smeared all over his body, as omce got down
from the clephant and did obeissace to him. The washerman
wes surprised end told the King that he was @
mere  washerman. The king replied that he, however,
seminded him (the King) of & true devotee of Lord SIVA.
This incident browght out in full measure the King's great
tegard for Siva Bhsktas and the ministers and onlookers
weaic gremtly impresssd with King's spirtual Jeanings.

S. The King ruled the Kingdom most satisfactorily.
‘He also used to meditate constantly om the feet of Lord
"Natarsdjan of Clidsmbaram snd do pujs to Him daily. By
the tord's graice, the King wused to hear, ar the eud of
the puja, the tingling sound of the tiny bells strapped to
the Lord’'s ankles as a part of His dance comstume and
equipment, The King also liberally eatertained 3iva Bhkkthgs
and gave them lavish presents.

4. One day, & person called Basnabadra, a mausician
-whe used to sing ia the wmple of Lord Sommssundareswars
of Madurai and had themby itmmenscly plessed the Lord,
icsme to the Chera King with an introduction from Lord
Somasundareswara Himeelf, ‘The Lord had atked the
Chera King %0 give Banoabadurs ewough wealth. The King's
foy tnew no bounds on sveing the Lords own written
‘gomimand and he offered all bis potsessions and the kingdom
alse to Basmadadre, But the Mtter would take only a ltde
wealth sequieed - for him aseconding to the command-of ‘the
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Lord. ¥he King thea accompanied DBeansbadrs to the
outskirty of the city and saw him off.

5. The King one day failed to hear at the end of
the puja the tingling sound of the tiny bells in the dsaciag
equipment tied to the ankies of Lerd Natarasjas. The King
was greatly upset and he attempted to stab himeelf. Then
he heard the tingling sound. The Lord's grace anneunced
that, as Sundaramoorthy Naayansar had ceme to Chidambaram
and was singing in His praise, the Lord could not lesve
Chidambaram in time to give the King the plessure of
hearing the timgling sound. The King was, therefore;
immediately seized with o great desire te visit Chidambaram
and meet Sundaramoorthy Nasyanssr, He accordingly wemt
to Chidambatam and worshipped the Lerd. The Lord was

pleased to make him hear the tingling sound directly
everyday.

6. After some days he left Chidambaram for Thirye
vaaroor to ses Sundaramoorthy Naaysnsar. The latter
recevied him and the King stayed with Sundaramoerthy
Nasyanasr at Thiruvaroor spd worshipped the Lord of
Thiruvaaroor. He also went with Sundaramoorthy Nasyanass
to Vodaaranyam, Madurai and other places on a pligrimage
and returned to Thiruvsareer. Then the King invited Sundars-
moorthy Naaysasar to Kodungsloor. The latter. went to
Kodungaloot accordingly and stayed there some time
and then returned to Thiruvaaroor.

7. After a long time, Sundaramoorthy Nasyanant again
went to Kodungaloor. When the King was taking his bath
on¢ day, Sundarameorthy Nsayansar went to the Lord’s
temple at Thiruvanjaikkalam, worshipped the Lord and
mountiog the white elephant sent hy the Lord of Kailams,
soared in the sky towards Kailaas. The Kiag who hoacd
sbout this immedistely mounted bis horse and uttered the
Panchsakshars into ita ears. The horse at omoe soared in
the oky, overtook the eclephant, weat round it and then
proceded it, The King's guards and officers watcbod their
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King's progross is the sky for losg and whem he weat out
of their sight, they stabbed themselves to death, attsined
Moksha and precoded their King in the divine march to
Kailaas.

8. The Kisg and Sundaramoorthy Nasysnaar dismounted
in front of the sourthers eamtrance to the Lord’s temple in
Kailsas, While Sundaramoerthy Naaysnaar reached the Lord’s
presence, the King was net allowed entry. Sundaramoorthy
Naayansar pleaded with the Lord for the King. The King was
then taken to the Lord’s presence and he sang before the Lord the
songs composed by him in praise of the Lord. The Lord heard them
with delight and appointed him as the Chief of the Siva Ganas.
Yhe “Thirukkailaaya Gnsana Ula” susg by him in the
presence of the Lord was sent to Thiruppidavoor in Tamilnadu
and published there for the edification of the people of the
world.

33, Gananastha Naayanaar Pursanam.

1. There was a pious Brahmin in Sirkaazhi of Chola-
Naadu by name Gananaatha Nasyanaar, He was doing devoted
service to the Lord of Sirkaazhi and also training people in
the service of the Lord. He worshipped the Lord devotees.
He was regularly and constantly worshipping Thirugaaana-
sambandhar thricoe daily. By dint of all these virtues, he
attained the feet of the Lord in Kailaas and became a head
of the Siva Ganas.

40. Kootruva Nasyanaar Purasamm.

1. Yhere was a Chieftain called Kootruva Naayanaar
ia Kalanthai. He was piously chantiag the Panchaakshara
always and eatertaiming Siva Bhakthas. By the Lord’s grace,
he gained great valour and became the everlord of vast
teeritories. Hoe wanted the Thillai Brabmine (the devotees of
Lord Natarasjaa) to crown him but they refused to do #0
stating thas they would crown only Kings of the Chols dynasty.
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Kootruva Naayanaar was greatly Gisappointed and prayed to
Lord Natarsajas that Ho might bo pleased to crown him with
the Lord's feet. The Rord appeared in his dream that nighd
and st His feet om Nasyasaar's head. Then Kootruva
Naayasaar worshipped Lord SIVA in many impertant shrines, did
valuable service to the Lord and attained His feet,

41. Peyyadimai [lllastha Pulavar Purasnam.
(peets of the Tamil Sangam)

1. In Madurai of Paandya Naadu, Lord Somasuadareswara
of Madurai, instalied s divine one-cubit-square plank “which
would expand at the rate of one cubit for each poet who had

enougli merits to sit om it. Fortyaine poets including
Kapilar. Paranar and Nakkeerar oceupied it and did
Yeoman service to the cause of Tamil language and poetry.
They were sll greatdevotees of Lord SIVA, wore Rudraakshas,
smeared themselyes with the sacred ash, chanted the
Panchaakshars, sang profusly in praise of the Lord by
composing stanzas with excellent literary merits and attained
the Lord’s [fest.

42. Pugazhchchozha Naayansar Puraanam,

1. There was a Chola King by same Pugazhohchozha
Naayapaar in Uraiyoor of Chois Naadu. He was an able
rular. He was & devout Saivite and the Siva templesin his
kingdom were maintained efficiently. The Kiog also freely
gave the Siva Bhaktas what they waated.

2. Once he camped in Karuvoor and accepted the
homage of the Kings of Konga Desa and Coorg Desa.
At that time, the King’s clephant caused damage to the
flowers gathered by a devotes of Losd Siva by name Sivakami
Aandaar for adorning Lord SIVA. Yeripatha Naayapaar,
another devotes of Lord Siva could not brook this and he
killed the clophant and men in charge of it. The king felt
immensely sorry for what the elebant bad done and asked
Yeripatha Nasyanaar to kill him also, thereby exhibiting his



gread cencern for the unbindered performsnce of services to
Lord 8IVA by every devotes. But Yeripatha Nasysnaar
did not kill the King,

3. A petty king by name Athikan did not pay hemage
to the Chola King Hence, he seat his army to subdue the
petty king. The battle was won by the Chola army, whieh,
88 usual, brought & lot of booty. The Chola king found in
the booty a severed head which had matted bair like that
of Lord SIVA'S. The chols King trembled on seeing it and,
eonvinoed that a great sin bad been committed in severing
8 head bearing such a sacred siga of devotion to Lord SIVA,
he crowned his son as ruler and then arranged a fuoeral
pyre snd entered it holding the severed head on his owa
head. He attalned the Lord's feet.

43. Naresinga Munaya Raays Nasysnasr Purssnam.

1. There was a King called Narssinga Munayaraays
Nasyassar in Thirumunappadi Nasdu. He was a devout
Saivite administered the temples of lord SIVA  with
great zeal and devotion. On il days having the star
Thiruvaathirai, he arranged for the eonduct of special pujas
and fod devotees of Lord SIVA sumptuously. Oncea pers.n
who had hypocatically smeared the sacred ash en his body
appeared before the King to recolve the prescats usually
doled out by the King to the devotses of Lord SIYVA on a
Thiruvaathirai day, Though the others present shunned that
person. the King gave respect to the sacred ash smeared
by that person on his body and, unlike the others he
honoured him without showing any dislike, The King always
acted With such coirectitude whenever he found the external
signs of devetion to Lord SIVA. After leading a life of such
great devotion, he reached the Lord’s feet.

44. Athipatha Nsaysnasr Purasnam

1. There was a fisherman called Athipaths MNaayanaar
in Nagapattinam of Chola Nasdu He was the head of the
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CommunMy. In everyday's catch, he used to releass a prize
fish in the name of Lord SIVA. Even though only one fish
was caught fa a day, he released it. For several days
contiouosly, the catch cousisted of only one fish. As i
wes slso released, the income of the fisherman dwindled
and they became poor. Athipaths Msayansar became famished
end thin. One day, after a fish was caught and released in
the name of Lord SIVA as usual, & strange fish with a body
set with gems was caught. Athipatha Naayansar said that
such valuable fish should be the Lord’s own and bhe,
therefore, released it also. Lord SIVA and QGoddess Pearvathi
on the Vrushabba mount gave darshan to him and gathered
him to Their Feet.

45. Kalikkamba Naayanaar Pursanam,

1. There was a Vysia by name Kalikkamba Naayanaar
in Thiruppennaakatam. Me used to worship Lord SIVA in
the temple called Yhiruthoongsanaimaadam and entertain
Siva Bhaktas also in the cemviction that the worship of the
Lord would be complete only with the entertainment of
His devotees. Onec day when he was as usual, washing
the feet of Siva Bhakihas with the water poured by
bis wife, the latter found that ome of the guests was a
former servant of theirs end she hesitated to pour water
Kalikkamba Nasayanaar, enraged at such interruption in the
sacred act, snatched the pet of water from his wife's hands,
cut her hand with a knife and completed his worship of the
guest. He continued to do such determined service to the
Siva Bhaktas for long asd attained the Lord’s fect.

46, Kalia Naayanaar Pursanam.

1. In Thiruvotriyoor of Thondai mandalam, there
lived an oil monger by pame Kalia Naajanaar. He was a
very rich person and, being as ardent devotee of Lord SIVA,
he used to light inoumerable lamps in the temple and temple
compound. Lord Siva was plcased with his service and wanted
that the world should know his merits as a great devotee and,
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therefore, made  bim poor. Still, by carmniag wages as a
labourer, he continued his service of lighting lsmps in the
tomples. One day, when he ocould not get work or wages,
he attemptod to ecll his wife but he could not find a
purchasee. Disheartened, hoe went te the temple, put the
wicks in the lamps as usual and, determised to dic rather
than fail to light the lamps, he cut his nmeck. The Lord
gave darshan to him and gathered him to His feet.

41. Sothi Naayansar Purasnam,

Sathi Naayansar was a Vellala in Virinchiyoor in
Chola Naadu. He was a great devotee of Lord SIVA,
He mercilessly cut the tengues of all who sepoke iil of the
devotees of Lord Siva or in any way humilisted them. In
the end, he reached the Lord's feet,

48. Ayyadigal Ksadavarkens Naayanaar Pursanam,

There was a Pallava King by mame Ayyadigal Kaadavar
Kone Naayansar in Kancheepuram of Thondai Naadu. He
ruled effiiciently and also served Saivism diligently and spread
it to other regions conquered by him. He voluntarilly
abdicated the throme in pursujt of spiritual advaocement and
self realisation, crowned his son. went on a pilgrimage to
Savivite shrines and sang in praise of the Lord. Finally, he
reached the Lord’s feet.

49. Kenampulla Nasyanaar Puraanam,

There was a very rich person dn lrukkuveloor on the
south bank of Vadavellar. He utilised his wealth for lighting
lamps in the temples of Lord SIVA, He became poor, went
to Chidambaram and continued to light Jamps in the temple
called Thiruppulesswarasm by selling his movable properties.
Seon, he became absolutely peor and possessed nothing.
Bven 10, he gathered grass, sold it and wutilised the proceeds
for lighting lamps with ghoo as usual, S0 he was called
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Ksnampulla Naayanaar. One dsy, he oould 0ot sell the
grass and he lit the lamps by using the grass itself but as the
grass was not sufficient for burning the lamps for the usual period
of time, he utilised the hair en his head for the purpese.
Lord SIVA was pleased and teok him te Siva Loka.

§0. Kaari WNasyanar Puraanam.

Kaari Naayanaar was a great Tamil poet in Thiru.
kkadavoor. Yhe three Kings of Tamil Nadu greatly appre-
ciated the merits of his poetic works and gave him valuable
rewards. Kaari Nasyannar utilised all that wealth in building
temples for Lord SIVA and in entertajning SIVA Bhakthas.
Eventually, he attained Sive Loka.

51. Nedumaara Naayanasr Purasnam.

Koon Pandya ruled Madursi in Pandya Naadu. He
embreaced Jainism but his wife Mangaysarkaraaiyasr and
minister Kulachchirai Naayanaar weaned the King back to
Saivism by the grace of Thirugnaanasambandbar. Koon
Pandya was cured of his hunchback and he was called
Nedumaara Nasyanaar. Thes he spread Saivism to many
regions through his victories over the Kings. He attained
the Lord’s feet eventually.

§2. Vaayilaar Naayanaar Pursansm

A Vellals by name Vaayilaar Naayanaar in Mylapore
was & great devotse of Lord SIVA. By his ardent worship
of the Lord over a long period, he attained the Lord’s feet.

§3. Munaiyaaduvasr Naayanar Puraansm.

There was in Needur of Chola Nasdu a great devotes
of Lord SIVA. He sleo psid great respect to Siva Bbakkthas.
Ho amassed o fortune by holping these who were defested in
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battles to get victory over their foes, He utilised all thas
fortyne in entertaining tho devotees of Lord SIVA on o lavish
scale. He was therefore called Munaiysaduvasr Naayaonar.

Afvor doing such deveted service for long ho attained the
Lord's feet,

54. Kozharchinga Naayansar Purssnam.

Kazharchioga Naayanaar belenged to a Kaadavar clan,
He extended his sway over many regions by defeating the
rulers of thosc parts and, being a great devotee of Lord SIVA,
spread Saivism over all those regioas.

2. He and his wife weat on a pilgrimage to Saivite
shrines. At Thiruvaaroor, his wife picked up a .fresh flower
which was lying on the ground in the florist’s apartment in
the temple and sm:lt it. One Seruthunai Nasyanaar was en-
raged at this, pulled her by the hair and cut her nose,
Kazharchinga Naayanaar said that his wife's hand which bad
picked up the flower should alse be puaished and he ocut her
hand as well. The Devas shewered blossoms on him for this
act. Kazharchings Neayapaar attained tho Lord's feet in due
cousse.

55. Ildankazhi Neaysnaar Puraanam.

Idankazhi Naayanear was a King ruling in Kedumbaloor
of Konaadu, He was a descendant of the person wito had
built the golden roof to the Kanaka Sabha of Lord Natarasjea
in Chidambaram, ldankazh: Naayapaar was a devoute Siva
Bhaktha. One day a person who used to entertain Siva Bhakthas
regularly could not find the ncoessary resources for doing so.
He, therefore. committed theft of grains from the King's
granary at dead of night. The watchman Seized him and
produced him before the King. The King ascertained the
Purpose for which the theft was committed, He was greatly
moved by that person's devotion to the great cause of
catertaining Siva Bhakthas. The King immediately announced
that the Siva Bhakthas ceuld take not only the
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grxias from the roysl gramary dut other riches wlse from the
trossury. Yhe ‘King sttwined tho Lord’s feet in due course.

58. ‘Seruthunal WNasyansar Purasnam,

Seruthunai Wasyanaar was s Vellala in Thanjavee of
Chcha Nagdu. He went to Thiruvaaroor and was diligently
worshipping the Lord Vaomeekinaathar of that plase. One
dwy, the queen of Kazharchinga Naayansar picked up a fresh
flower from the florist’s apartment in the temple and smelt it.
Seruthunai ‘Waayanaar cut hes nose for ¢his fault thereby
showing his great religlous fervour which amounted almost
1o Tanaticism. He attained the Lord’s feet.

§7. Pugarthunai Naayansar Purasasm.

There was an Aadhi Saiva called Pugaziithunai Nasyanaar
in Srivilliputhur., He used to do puja to Lerd SIVA
according to the imjunctions in the Aagamaas. Once, there
was a famine. Though he was beset with extreme hunger,
he would notfail to do the regular puja. Ome day, owing
to cheer cxhaustion caused by hunger. he drepped om the
Lord’s image the vessel containing water used for the
sbhisheka of the Lord. He also Tell down before the Lordgs
image and went asleep, The Lord appeared in his dream
and told him that every day a coin would be placed for
his use uadermeath the pooja platform He got the coin
every day even after the famine was over. He uttained the
Lord’s feet in the end.

§58. Kotpull Naayanaar Pursanam.

Kotpuli Naayanaar was a Vellala in Nattiyathaankudi
of Oholn Neadu. He was » sommssder-of the King's army.
He utilised his sajary fer supplying paddy to the temples
of Lord SIVA. Once be had to go on o military expedition.
Se, he stocked a large quaantity of paddy for supply to the
tomples and '‘made saitable arrangements to cmsure thwd his



94

kith snd kin did net appropriate aay part of the grain for
their use, But, soon, thore was a famine and his kith and
kin who were haed pressed for foed utilised a part of the
grain for their food hoping to replesish the stocks after the
famine was over Kotpuli Naayanaar returaed from the battle
with victory and great booty also. When he found what
his kith and kin had dope, he got them te his house and
siaughterod his father, mother, brothers, wife and all relatives,
The watchman sttempted to save a child saying that it had
not eatea the Lord's paddy but Kotpuli Naayanaar Xkilled i¢
also saying that it had been suckled by its mother who had
eaten the Lord's paddy. Lord SIVA gave darshan to Kotpuli
Nasyanaar and told him that bis relatives whe had been
ohastised by him had attained Moksha. The Lord took
Kotpuli Naayansar to His presence.

58. Patharai Panivaar Purasnem.

( Persons who serve S$Siva Bhakthas)

Those persons who (1) worship Siva Bhaktbas at
sight taking them to be Lerd SIVA Himself and wihout
makiag any enquirics about their caste and cseed, (2) speak
to them with great respect and humility, (3) do whatever
they want, (4) derive the utmost pleasure when they see
any persom doing puja to Lord SIVA in the prescribed manner,
(5) themselves do puja to Lord SIVA according to the
Aagamaas. (6) dedicato to Lord SIVA the fruits of all
their religious, sacred and devotional acts, (7) study and
hear the Lord's Purasgaas with great concentration and
(8) do not seek to ecarm anything by their devotional
activities aro called ‘PATHARAI PANIVAAR" and such
people will attain the Lord's feet in due course.

60. Paramanaiyse Paaduvasr Pursanam.

( Persons who sing only in praise of Lord Siva )
Those who are echolars in Sanskrit and Tamil and,

roalising the greatness of Lord SIVA, Worship Him alone
with great devotion and concentration and are propd of sheir
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devotion to Lord SIVA, Whe is the Supreme Loed, to
the exclusion of all other Gods are called pemons who sing
only fn praise of the Supteme Lord, They will mot sing in
praise of mortals for wosldly gains,

61. Chithaththal Sivan Paal Vythaar Puraanam.
( Persens who concentrate thelr minds on Lord SIVA )

Those who by dint of their Yogio power gain ocomplete
oontrel of their breath, mind and body and by their
eoncentration and meditation view the God's glowing presonce

within their sclves are called persons whe concontrate their
minds on Lord SIVA,

62. Thiruvaaroor Pirandhaar Puraanam.
( These bora in Thiruvaaroor )

Persons who had earnsed a Jot of spiritual merit in
their previous births are born as Saivites in Thiruvaaroor
by the grace of Lord SIVA and are Siva Ganas. Lerd SIVA
Himself showed the people of Thiruvaaroor to be Sjva Gaaas
to Naminandi Adigal Naayanaer.

63. Muppozhuthum  Thirumeni  Theenduvaar
Puraanam.
( Persons who handle the Lord’s image thrice a day )

At the beginning of creation, Kausikar, Kaasyapas,
Bharadwasjar. Gauramat, and Agastyar omerged rospectively
from the five faces of Lord SIVA Viz, Sadyojeatham,
Vaamadevam, Agoram, Thathpurusham and Eesaaoam Persons
who were born as their descendant are called Aadhi Saivas.
These among them who qualify for doing Puja to Lord SIVA
by their study and discipline are called Sivaachaaryags @thers
are not conSidered suitable for doing pujs to the Lord.
Sivaachaarysas do puja to the Lord im the morning, midday
and evening by physically handling the image of the Lord,
Heoce, thoy arc ecalled persons who  handle the
Lord’s image thrice & day.
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64. Muzhu Meeru Poosiyo Mmivar Punaanom,
{'Yogls fully smesred with ssored evh )

Those who eagerly and regulatly tse the wsacred ash
for smearing oa theic body socording to the Salva Aagamas
rules and whe do not amear it in front pf Lord SIVA,
Agti (firo god) asd ®heir preceptors are called Yogh fully
smésted with satred wvh.

65. Appaalum Adichaarndaar Purganam.

( Paveens whe wttainad the 4osd’s feet at other
places ane times)

Those who attained the Lord’s feet outside the territories
of Chers, ‘Chola wnd Pasndys Kinge and these whe did so
prior to and @fver she Mhiruthondars meontioned in Sundara.
moorthy Naayanaar’s Thiruthondathokai are called persons
who attaiaed the Lord’s feet at other places and times.

66. Poosaioar Neayanaar Punraanam.

1, Poosalaar Naayanaar was a Brahmin in Thiruninrayoor
of Thondai Mandalam He used to give to Siva Bhakthas
what thoy wanted. Mo 8eeired to build a temple to Lord SIVA
but ceuld not find the resoures for it. 8o, he decided to
eredt a stomple /in his mind ead, by ‘his .geest ooncestsation
of mind, he gathered ia his imagination all the required
mwtetie and workmon, and in his miad he went through
all thoe proocsss of construstion of a temple. Me had completed
the -copstrustion w«nd was about 0 establish the Lord’s

image in &,

3, At shat time, the kiag had built » semple to
Lord SIVA in Keascheepuram. lLood SIVA appeared in
the King's dream the day bseforo the one set fer installing
the dord's image in the King's new temple and toid him
that as Ho was gaing to emler the temple built by
Peosalaar MNeaysmsar 12 Thirusisssvoer. the Kieg should
chasge bhis programme to another day. The King was
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surprised and went the next morniag to  Thirunimravoor.
Fiading 00 new temple conmstructed there, he personally
went to Poosalmsr Naayanaar's house thinking that it weuld
be siafyl to get the latter to his presemse and told Poosalaar
Naayaspar about his dieam, Poosalasr Nsayanaar was
surprised at this and being greatly beholden to Lord BIVA
for such great kindness shown to him, explained to the
King his frustrated desire and his mental provision of a temple
to the Lord The King prostrated before the great devotes
and thes took leave of him, Poosalasr Naayasasr completed
the mental process of establishing the Lord’s image in the
temple at the appropriste time. He also did puja regularly
every dsy %0 tho Lord's imsge is the mental temple. He
in due course attained the Lord's foet.

67. Mangayarkkarasiyasr Pursanem.

Mangayarkkaraysiaar was the daughter of a Chola
King and she marriecd Nedumsara Paandya. She was chiefly
instrumental in eredicating Jainism from Pasndya Naadu asd
spreading Ssivism there with the blessings of Thirugnaans-
ssmbandhar. The latter has also eculogised her services
in his Thevaram. She cveatually attained the Lord’s feet
with her husband,

60. MNesa Nasysnsar Pursanam,

1. Nesa Naaysnsar was the head of Saaliya elan in
Kampeeli city. He always ocontemplated en Loed BIVA'S
feet uttering the Panchaskshars, wove cloths and underwear
artioles and presented them to Siva Bbakthas. He alse
worshipped the Bhakkthas. He attained the Lord's feet.

69, Kechchongat Chozha Nasysnssr Purasnsm.

There was s Siva Linga underneath a fruit - bearing
tree yielding blsck berries ascar the Chaadra Theertham
Chola regien. An elephast was regulerly worshipping

€5
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Lings by, washing the Lioga with water Garried @ it
tyak. and' by placing flowers on the Linga. The plate,
thetafore, came to be called Thiruvassaikkss, A spider spresd’
g web above the Linga with & ‘view to prevest dry teaves
fyllisg on tho Linga frem the tree. The eclephamt d&id not
tplarate. moz web and destroyed it. These acts were repested
qace. AgAR by both the spidét and the clephant. The spider
was anpoyed snd it got into the trunk of the elephamt wnd'
lp)t,k. The plcphant died beating its trunk add, - therefore,

lpxdor also died. The elephant bécdme a leader of the
S“‘r Ganas aod was worshipping the Lozd in Kailnas,

'3, A'Chola King called Subadevan' and his  wife
Kamalavathi were puymg to Lord Natarasjas-of Chidembaram
for progeny, By tho Lord's grace, they got a male child.
It was the spider which on account of its devotion to
Lord SIVA, had taken ‘bitth as the King'w-chiMd, Whes
hc .queen .was about to deliver the Child, the astrologers

said. ;hat if the delivery could take place a naazhigt €24 minutes)
\Iater the chilti would become ' the supreme lord of wide
tcmtonea. At the queen’s behest she was humg by her
fm to postpone delivery to the auspicious moment. When
&hn child ‘was born; his eyes were red owing: to the dohy
n "defivery ‘and the mother calted the child ‘‘Koehcheakaaoan™
She died immediatly after giving birth te the child. The
King in due course crowned Kochchenkannan as King and eatered
on penaace. He died later.

3. Kechchenkat  Chozha  Naayamsar  remembered
Thirovasvaikke by the grace of the Lard aadbuilt a temple for
the Lings uodemeath the fruitbearing tree. He also built
may. othed: ttemples in  Chela Nesdu and .lavishly made
peovivion for pujs te the Lard <dn all the tcmples. He
wend 0 Chiddmbazam and built residesces for the Archakas
of Lord Nataraajaa (called Thillaivaazh Aadhanarkal. He
attained the Lord's feet.

70. Thiru Neelakanta \faaz'hpdand Naayahaar
Puraanom,

lu.. m«mm Ydazhipshop Nasysmasr- Mved 1n
YhirdvervkEstbiampilijoo 16 Nads -Nukdu'"Ho' widd %o go
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%napilgnmmtokmmmmg the sopgs in
wraise of Lord SIVA on his ctriuod instrument called
iWaazh,. Ooe:.day, be played -such @usi, in front of the
somple ¢f Jard Claokkssastha. of Mpdugal, That night,
Lord Chokksasstha sppesred in the. dream of His doylote«-
Next morning, they took Thiruneelakanta Yeazhpasasr 1.
the presence of Lord SIVA accerding to the directions of
the Lord given to them in their dream. When Thiruneels-
,»;hnta Yanzhpasnar played the music there, the Lord
ponounced in a divine voice that, as the musical instrument
was likely to be damaged by the moisture on the ground,
M golden platform should be peovided ib the Yaazhpasnar
Xt was accordingly provided and Thiruneelakanta Yasazhpaanar
ascended it and played his musical instrument,

2. Then, at Thiravaaroer, Thiruncelakanta Ysazhpaanas
played the instrument in frems of the temple. Lord SIVA
created an eatrance jn t,b.' sogihatn part os of the temple and
Thiruncelakanta Yaszhpeasar weat! into the temple through
that entrance aod wosshipped Lord Vanmeckinasthar. Then
he went to Sirkaaghi, Mﬂ Thirugnasnasambandbar

and thereafter accompasied Mmmbnndhu in all his

pilgrimages playing his Ysazh as an accompaniment te
Thirugnaansasambandhat’s songs and finally merged in the Lord
along with Thirngnaanasambandhar at Thirunalloor Perumanam,

71. Sadaya Naayanaar Puraanam.

Ssdays Naayanaar was an Aadhi Siva in Thirunasvaloor
He had the great good fortune of being the father of
Sundaramoorthy  Naayansar who did yeoman  servic
to Saivism.
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72. 1sal Gnaanlyaar Puraanam

lal Osassiysar was the wife of Sadsys Nasymaml
sad she had the grest good fortuse of giving Dbirth tc
Susdatamoeorthy Nasysnsst, Her greataces is, therefors,
{adoscribable,
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