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K. Viswanath

Film Drrector

2-6th Cross Street,
United India Colony,
Kodambakkam,
Chennat- 600 024
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D.VSS. Raju
Film Director
No 410 (old no 45)
Road No.6, Film Nagar
Jubtlee Hills, Hyderabad- 500 033
Ph-- 3608041, 3544334
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Dr. D. CHINNA KRISHNATIAH
MA, MLt Ph D,

(Formerly Prof & Head,
Dept of Telugu,
Presidency College)
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KONTHMURU - 533 103
Dt. 15-2-1998

MAJOR CH. RAJESWARA RAO
MA, Mcom., LLB.,
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NATYA SASTRA DARPANAM by SRI D VENUGOPAL,
a Renowned Dance Director of BHARATA NATYAM ART
for over four decades in Chennay, 1s a treatise, in fact, and it
will, no doubt, serve as a touch for the present and future
generations as well.
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Venugopal
and his
Ballet Centre

VINJAMURI PRABHAKAR

Hailing from Pudivada, an unsophisticated village in Guntur
District of Andhra Pradesh, Venugopal was more attached to Fine
Arts than to studies_, which he discontinued after the Intermediate.
Ever since, he strived to correlate the three Muses-dance, music and
literature and concentrated on Bharata Natya and folkdances. His
synthetic efforts drew ispiration from the pioneering efforts of
Udayashankar, Ramgopal, Rukmini Devi and his dance guru,
B.V Narasimha Rao. He had his training in Classical Dapces under
late Guru Jeevammal of Vellore, the traditional exponent of
Bharathanatyam who enjoyed the Royal patronage at Mysore, Sri
Venugopal's aesthetic career gradually took shape at Vijayawada n
1945 while he was studying m the college. He was the founder
member of "Arunodaya Sangeeta Natya Mandali" which was the
famous institution for the arts of Dance, Music and Drama in Andhra
Pradesh,Conducted by Kalapraveena, Sri Sunkara Kanaka Rao, a
Freedom fighter and Social Worker This ""Kala Tapas" - penance of
Art - resulted 1n the establishment of the Indian Ballet centre at
Madras.

Venugopal aims at glorifying the songs of our greate, poets by
presenting them 1n dance form revitalising our virile native folk dances
and more than everything else, portraying the ever struggling man
and his problems through the Ballet form. He aims to reach the
Cherished through his Ballet Centre by Systematically tramning boys
and girls of talent in the Ballet technique by giving pertodical public
performances and by establishing cultural contacts with national and
nternational nstitutions whose aims and objectives are similar



In his effort to Project the inherent interlinks between dance
and mustc. literature and drama, Venugopal produced experimental
Ballets and plays as well His play "Santhi’ first staged in Madras, on
16th April, 1951 and then all over Andhra, 15 an out and out
pantomime with appropriate stage, lighting and music effects 1t was
such a roaring success that m 1952 when 1t was staged before the
visiting Soviet Film delegates, they were so pleased that they
picturised 1t forth with in colour, 1 vahini studios, Madras,. That
picture became a hit and ran to packed houses i Russia, China and
other countries and won 1nternational Award when 1t was screened
in the world peace conference mn Paris in 1953. And 1t was this contact
with Russia that enabled Venugopal to treat Krushchev and Bulganin
to a dynamic variety Ballet programme when they visited Madras i
1955 and 1t was this memorable incident that inspired Venugopal to
found the Indian Ballet Centre at Madras, the very same year

1955 onwards, Venugopal's activities became 1dentical with
those of the Ballet Centre Ever searching and striving for something
new and novel, he and the Ballet centre produced items with a purpose
and a message, His ""Eagle and Dove", ""Rickshawala” Art and Life,
""Man 1s immortal”, etc had chalked out a resaissance path n dance
style Besides these 1dealistic creations, Venugopal, as a exponent of
Bharata Natya, presented traditional items like "Sandhya Thandava
and Ardha Nareeswara" also, but in a different colour with a modern
mterpretation His ""Rickshawala" an unique and sensational ttem,
kept 1n the hearts of the people, packed with lakhs of audience when
ever it 1s presented

The plays by the Ballet Centre are equally noteworthy
""Dharma Chakra" with its message of peace and tolerance, "Bhagya
Nagar' the historical tale of romance and Kanyakaparameswari the
devotional drama, are some of the plays which were much applauded

But perhaps the best of Venugopal's plays. "Yenki Nayudu
Bawa depicting the idealistic love of the rural couple, 1s a peculiar
synthesis of drama and ballet Wherever staged, 1t had won laurels
The activities of Venugopal did not confine to the theatre alone With



a burning desire to introduce his ballet into the films, he made Cine
dance direction his profession and won a distinguished place in the
field He had directed dances for more than 150 pictures n Telugu.
Canarese and Tamil and many of them were hits He could mntroduce
His ballet technique in films Iike, "Asadhyudu™ where mn his ballet
item "Allur1 Seetharama Raju" drew large audiences Similarly,
"Karmika Vijayam”, in "Deesamate Manushuloy" and "Nehru Gulabi”
in "naa Tammudu", are popular innovations.

Due to this multi-pronged aesthetic drive of Venugopal and
the Ballet Centre some of his pupils became professional dancers on
stage and screen, some stage artistes and a few Cine dance Directors
But, they are all the torch-bearers of the Indian Ballet Centre.

The Man of Sri Venugopal 1s the untversal man which he
visualises, the 1deal Man of the future which he hopes to evolve The
latest Classical Compositions for NAVARASAS absorbed from
puranas as well as Social Themes to express real sense of Rasa

The latest poetry and compositions of Sr1 Venugopal rendered
in "Astavidha Nayikas are Viewed as the woman's life 1tself 1s the
Comburnation of Astavidha Nayikas with the Man

The book ""Saptha Talathmaka Eswara Vijayam" and Tala
Prakanranam 1s an unique and Versatile Composition of Sr1 D
Venuogopal, rendered for the students of Dance and Music to
imporove their knowledge m particular of Laya and Tala

Present publication titled as ""NATYASASTRADARPANAM"
1s dealing with the Technicalities of the ""NATYASASTRA" which
will sutely guide the teachers in this knowledge of Dance and as
well as the student to enrich their versathty regarding Dance Art

- VINJAMURI PRABHAKAR
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FOREWORD

DHARMA shall be the cardinal principle of the world’s
well being. It is the incalculable force of Dharma that
holds the universe together against the centripetal distur-
bances of the irate and the illiterate outrages. Hence it is
necessary to educate everyone. Education does not
mean learning ABC and its different connotations.
Bookish erudition or expertise is only a preliminary part
of education and provides a platform to acquire knowl-
edge. Education 1s a multifaceted concept and its goal 1s
to provide knowledge required for making a perfect
execution possible.

A comprehensive knowledge of Indian culture cannot be
achieved by merely reading the books pertaining to its dif-
ferent aspects. Particularly, the information with regard to
the performing arts shall not be reduced to piece of lit-
erature. It shall induce the reader to practice it if possible
or at least drive him out of home in quest of its real
shape and live showing,

‘Natyam’ - better understood as “dance’” nowadays - is
a performing art. The theatre of a country serves as a
mirror of its culture, as it generally reflects the trends of
living or its ambitions or aberrations. Natyam, as the In-
dians believe, is the gift of God to the human beings and



is meant to propagate Dharma effectively. Hence, there is
a chapter in Natyasastra touching upon Dharma - the
Loka Dharmi and Natyadharmi - having been dealt
therein. Any step towards the propagation of this art is
adding to the force of Dharma.

This book - authored by GURU Sri D. Venugopal - is
not a translation of any other book in Natyam from any
other language. Being a practitioner, preacher and pro-
ducer of modern dance forms for the last sixty years, he
has understood the essence of the art and science of
dance as it unfolded to him in its pristine purity. In other
words, he had the Darshan of the Art of Dance. At the
age of 75, he believes that he shall leave behind him the
fruits of his toll and toil to the world of future generations
to benefit from. He has, therefore, codified the line of
approach to this great Art, glorifying the time - honoured
principles at the right places.

The book creates interest in the minds of the young read-
ers to have a basic stint at the art and for others to un-
derstand the naunces of a dance performance. For ex-
ample, in explainmmg the different “Hasta Mudras”, the
book gives details of what Hastas are to be deployed to
different Gods, Navagrahas, Navarasas and so on and
so forth. Hence, a reading of this book gives the basic
knowledge to really involve, enjoy and analyse the qual-
ity of a Sampradaya Nrityam”. Similarly, the book gives
both the novice and the connoisseur of the art of natyam,
a sence of satisfaction that something is added to his zeal
and know-how of the Art,

This book has got an Appendix as well, dealing with
“Ashta Vidha Nayikas” (the eight different manifestations



of "Sringara’ in women) - "Navarasamanjar' (Practical
depiction of the "Navarasa'sin a dance performance) -
"Rickchaw Wala' (a special mime show of the Author
which shot him to fame during freedom struggle) and
"Ardha Nariswara' - in which the author was n a class
apart during his young days.

Classics, particularly pertaining to the science of fine arts,
are unfortunately not within the conceptul reach of the
present generation. These, being the treasure of the
ancestral exploits, shall not be left to their fate of doom.
There is a strong need to bring them back to the hands of
the young torch-bearers of the future India in a well-
structured manner - in content and curriculum - to extend
their meaningful life for years to come. This book has
got such an approach that it brings to hands the essence
of Natyasastram 1n an easy, elegant prose with a flowery
approach. The value of the book lies there.

G. SRINIVASA RAO
B Sc. (AMIE). M A ; M COM,
DIM, PG Dip n PM
Divisional Engineer,

Chennai Telephones



Dr. P.V.B. Mahadeyv,
MCom MHM

Founder Secretary,

Indian Ballet Centre,

"Sr1 Gurukripa”

30/21, Papathiammal Street,
Kodambakkam,

Chennai 600 024.
Ph: 472 7824.
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MY creations will not be a were imitation of
the past nor Burdened with narrow
conventions. I take the help of the modern
to awake others understand the ancient.

A cultural Revival can not be achieved
simply by offering the public the so called
finished products of Art especially those
dealing with subjects of past periods. There
must be a real mingling of spirit between
the Artiste and Masses.

Uday shankar

The thoughts, presentation and spirit of uday shankar inspired
and to start our the Indian Ballet centre at Madras in 1955.
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Why the
Indian Ballet
centre?

Gods creation 15 cosmos.

The Earth we live in is a part of casmos. Man
who is mortal dominates the Earth and he is
surrounded and moulded by nature.

Rhythem and Harmoney are natures gifts to
man. Dance enolved from naturs Rhythem and
Music from Natures Harmony.

Man expresses himself and understands others
through the Leanguage.

Language links Man to Dance and Music. So
Dance,Music and Literature are interrelated.

Ballet is a synthesis of Dance, Music literature,
presented in a dramatic form. Thus, of all art
forms Ballet appeals Most to man. It is this
thought that enthused me to delve deep in to
the realm of Ballet and estbalish.

The Indian Ballet centre at Madras in 1955.

- D. Venugopal
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