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““The use of the verbs in the first person plural
in all these Gayatri formulas is specially noteworthy.
Man is gregarious by nature. He can hardly rise above
the moral and spiritual level attained by the collectivity
to which he belongs. It is therefore, necessary that
every religious aspirant who strives for the uplift of his
own self should also remember the whole community to
which he belongs. so that all may be raised above the
previous level.  This great truth is implied in the plural
expressions. May we know and May we meditate. The
supplication implied in the last verb finally points out
that the worshipper owes his approach to God solely to
the impulse granted by God Himself “(Mnhamnnopani-
shad - Sri Ramaekrishna Math, Madras-1957; Pages 46, 47
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“The South Indian religious mystic is however very
much aware of the iconic presence of God in the temples.
For him the icon is a real speaking and communicating
presence of God and not merely a sign or linga or pratika
of God mediating between the need for a sign of presence
and the presence itself. This is rather extraordinary in
mysticism and yet it must besaid thac the consistency with
which the experience of God had happened in and through
the icons which they worshipped leads one to assert that
this kind of worship has sanctity and reality” (Alwars of
South India— K C Varadachari. Introduction. Page- XVII,
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Bombu-lbﬁﬁ).
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“The Alwar philosophy is deeply indebted to the
Vedic and Puranic scriptures and is seeping with the
‘mystic mysticism characteristic of the latter The Alwars
were also conversant with the Agamas  Pancharatra) which
provided them with the concrete worship of the icons "
(Alwars of South India K C Varadachari, Introduction

P I1X, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay, 1965)
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“The spread of Ramanuja‘s teachings in religion and
philosophy meant also the spread of the mystical litersture
of rhe Alvars on which his teachings were based. The
revelations Of the Alvars bad the same or equal sanctity
for him as the authoritative texts of the Vedas and Upani-
shads. Tte truths of both were considered to be capable
of being synthesized or hormonized Thus the basic back-
ground of the Visistadvaita philosophy of religion was the
Composite and harmonized truths of Veda and Abvar—
hymns. Thus arose what has been Known as Ubhaya.Veds-
nta (the two Vedantn) harmonized to form a unitary

system of philosophy and religion " (Page- XIX)
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the Philosophy of Sri Ramanuja »3 arglo€” (Life of Sri
Ramanuja by Swami Ramakrishnananda (1853—1911) Second
Edition 1965 Sri Ramakrishna Math, Madrai)ﬁ«'% (Kc&os*
Appendix C.II Page-251 Do &ofb-) ae 6T &

““The system of philosophy associated with the name
of Remanujn is known as Visishtadvaita. The chief contri-
bution of Ramanuja apart from his effort to systematize
the philosophy of the Upanishads, is his attempt to deve-
lop a complete system which synthesizes the concept of
God withthe philosophy of the impersonal Absolute We
should not think that Ramanuja developed any new philoso-
phy, and he makes no claim of Originality. He was the
culmination of the movement that started from tne Vedas
and wss nourished by Alvars, Nathamuni and Yamunacharya.
Ramanuja's genius and supreme efforts sesulted in the sys-
tematic presentation of Visishtadvaita which empbasizes
the spiritual experience of God without ignoring the criti-
cal methods of philosophy. Visishtadvaita owes not a little
of its influence on the subsequent development of the
philosophy of religion to his clear and rational interpret-
ation of it In his exposition of the Vedanta, he claims
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merelyto follow the doctrines of Bodbayana, Tanka, Dramids,
Gubadeva Kapardin and Bharuci, many of whom preceded
Sankara, and the prima facie views mentioned in Sankara's
writings show that Remanuja's assertion as following an
ancient tradition is not unfounded. His works. nine in all,
give an idea of masterly exposition and-consistency of phi-
losophy. Prof. Berriedale Keith says that the “Sri Bhashya,
his commentary on the Brshma Sutras, conveys animpres-
sion of no mean philosophical insight, and it is fair to
assume that his work in substantial merit and, complete~
ness far outdid any previous offort to find in the Brabma

Sutras a basis for monotheism.”
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*The Divine descends from pure existence through
the play of Consciousness . Force and Bliss and the
creative medium of Supermind into Cosmic Being we ascend
from Matter through a developing life, soul and mind and
the illuminating medium of Supermind towards the Divine
Being "' (The Life Divine)
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‘“What bas been achieved by one man, a Christ or a
Buddha, may be repested in the lives of other men'’.
BoK08808': “Whether we say God limits Himself in the
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“What but an unclean mind can see aught that is
impure in the child dancing as lover and beloved 2 Let
us turn from this, remembering that till the nineteenth
century this story provoked only devotion and not ribal-
dry and it is only with the coming of the grosser type
of Western thought that you have these ideas put into the
Bhagvat Purap "

—=Annie Besant
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“What but an unclean mind can see aught that is
impure in the child dancing es lover and beloved 2 Let
us turn from this, remembering that till the nineteenth
century this story provoked only devotion and not ribal-
dry and it is only with the coming of the grosser type
of Western thought that you have these ideas put into the
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