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INTRODUCTION

MANUSCRIPT MATERIAL

@ This manuscript on paper in Devanagari script belongs to the
Tirupati Devasthanam and contains 75 chapters. The original for this
manuscript appears to have contained frequent omissions but they were
filled up by some scribe or scholar. The peculiarity of it is that the filled
up blanks are either ungrammatical or mere suggestions and a few of the
incorporations are against the tenets of Atri.

W This manuscript was lent to the Institute but the copy was
demanded too soon 1o take a copy of the whole work which had 80
chapters. Only the last 11 chapters were copied as that portion differed
in different manuscripts. The manuscript was then returned.

T This manuscript was lent by Sriman Parthasarathy Iyengar,
Secretary to the Vaikhanasa Nilayam, Akulamannadu, Krishna District.
This is his household manuscript copied from the original at
Konerirajapuram, Tanjore District. This is indeed the best copy of the
work and contins several chapters not found in others but on the other
hand certain chapters found in all other manuscripts are omitted in this.
The text is fairly correct and forms the mainstay of this edition. The
manuscript is in Telugu script on brittle paim leaf.

¥ Thismanuscript was obtained by Sriman Parthasarathy lyengar
for us from a friend of his. This copy was made in Grantha script on
stitala palm leaf. The letters are peculiarly omamental. The text is fairly
correct and represents a different version containing 81 chapters. The
reading coincides generally with ® and & manuscripts but there are



many verses in it not found in them. At the end of the work there is an
extract on TUYfasaT purported to be from Atri which is perhaps a
portion of Bhrgu's work. This is given in our eodition on pp. 470-471%.
In the manuscript this portion was.copied later by a different hand with
a very light incising. The original to this éopy seems to have come from
Kariyamanikkam village.

Thismanuscript belongs to a Vaikhanasa scholar at Masulipatam
and he was kind enough to lend it through the influence of Sri
Parthasarathy lyengar who obtained for us the Mss. ¥ and T ‘This
manuscript in Telugu characters executed on brittle palm leaf is fragmen-
tary and though it extends to 65 chapters, it has frequent omission of
verses and chapters also. The text is full of faults of every kind. But this
manuscript has served well in more than a dozen places where all the
other copies have lacunae or quite illegible lines.

ST This manuscript was purchased for S.V.0. Institute in a collec-
tion of various works. This is complete in 80 chapters. It is on palm-leaf
in Grantha characters without lacunae but with scribal errors. The
reading generally coincides with that of ¥ manuscript and completely
with & '

@ This manuscript is found in Adyar in two volumes. Each volume
was copied from a different original. Generally both the volumes
represent our For ¥ but it has one chapter (last one) not found in any
of the other manuscripts. We marked it e, ©. And in the
beginning of the first volume there is additional matter on Yoga in 6
chapters and the division of the Universe in one chapter together
interceding the first and second chapters not found in all other copies.
They are published here as 319+, Tand . @. The six chapterson
Yoga bear close resemblance to Yoga of Yajnavalkya and the text which
lsveryfaultyandfullofomisslonshasbeemetouchedfromsmularmatter
in Yogayajnavalkya.

This publication was begun with entirely different manuscript
material in 1932 but the press copy had only 61 chapters. But the
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readings from several incomplete copies were given at the foot of each
page. Only 4 forms were printed off. In the present edition which is on
smaller size of paper, readings are given at the end in one group. Lastly
allthe technical terms are added alphabetically. Most of them are defined
by Atri himself in the text-and hence only the reference to their
occurrence in the chapter and verse is given. It will be seen that nothing
found in any of the manuscripts is intentionally omitted. The text that is
generally approved by the Vaikhanasa scholars is preferred, and all
differences are shown in the readings. In giving pratTkas of mantras Atri
differs from the present day practice and in such cases the text as found
is strictly adhered to and not the practice.

In the work certain forms of words considered ungrammatical
are found and they are retained as they are ; for the Vaikhanasa scholars
treat them as arsa and allow them in their sacred texts. Our thanks are
due to Sriman Parthasarathy Iyengar without whose help an edition of
this model would have been impossible.

An extra chapter numbered as 81 in the Adyar Library treats of
prayascitta on the fall of a meteor or any heavenly body. The heading
iswmmeaning expiatory rite for the fall of a tailed star. The
chapter is full of omissions and errors and consequently raises a doubt
of its authenticity as a part of Atri's éomposition. The whole chapter as
found is given under I, H.

The editors acknowledge the assistance given to them in the
collation of different manuscripts and in the reading of proofs by Sri
Sudarsanachariu and Sri Narasimhatatachariar of the College and the
Insitute respectively. }

Below are given comparative headings of 46 to 83 chapters
which differ in subject matter as stated in their colophons in different
copies. 1 - 45 chapters have almost similar colophons.



iv
THE CONTENTS OF THE WORK

Vaikhanasa cult has been chiefly expounded by four rishis Atri,
Marici, Bhrgu and Kasypa. whose works have not completely survived
to our days. Bhrgu's temple-ritual (Prakirnadhikara) was partly published
in Telugu characters and Marici's Vimanarcana was issued by the
Devasthanam and by others, Kasyapa's work is Sutra form {aphorisms)
treats of all Vaikhanasa rites conceming image worship in 108 chapters
and is awaiting publication. Atri's treatment is most elaborate and
complete and runs in easy verse over 83 chapters. All the phases of
image worship of minor or major importance are touched by Atri and the
fulness of the treatment that every item receives at his hand attests to its
authority and usefulness and the omniscience displayed in it is astonish-
ing. But every idea elabprated by him is useful in practice in giving
instructions or directions or in dispelling any doubts that may arise in the
conduct of worship. There are minor treatises on Vaikhanasa rituals and
worship which are not comprehensive, but as treating of special topics
they will be good works of easy reference for the learned as well as a
novice.

The antiquity of the Vaikhanasa form of temple-worship strongly
asserted by the scholars of that sect may be accepted by the form &
inculcates and by reliable references in literature and epigraphy. Mention
of it in the Vedas, Vedafgas and Kalpasutras, and by poets like Vyasa,
and Dandin cannot be of doubtful value ; many inscriptions mention that
several temples in the Ceded Districts where Vaikhanasa form was in
vogue were transformed to Pancaratra model either for the want of good
Vaikhanasa descendants or of their purity in their maintenance. The
Vaikhanasa cult is mentioned in Bharata, Puranas and undoubtedly by
Dandin in his Avantisundari (650 to 700 A.D.) where Griharta
(household worship) was mentioned according to Vaikhanasa.! Author-
ity of the Agamas as those of Pancaratra was questioned, and
Jayantabhatta of about 840
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A.D in his famous drama called Agamadambara. a drama
containing better history than the professed treatise of Kalhala, main-
tains authoritativeness for all agamas through the mouth of Sahata. a
great Nyaya scholar. Therein are mentioned the agamas of Bhagavatas
which include the Vaikhanasas!.

Internal evidence for the antiquity of the Vaikhanasa ritual is the
strong inference form the very form of the worship it inculcates. In the
days of pure Vedic customs unadulterated by the conceptions of the six -
Darsanas or the development of the various religious schools, Agni (fire)
was the chief God and every Brahman was enjoined to perform
brahmayajna. Agniin Yagas takes three- fold or five - fold form (tretagni
or Pancagni). All oblations in Agni (fire) are according to Vedic
injuctions accompanied by mantras from all the Vedas. The author, for
that matter all the four sages, divide the worship into two general
conceptions, visib[e (murta) having a shape or form, invisible (amurta,
that which has no shape). Vedic Agni - worship is amutra and for the sake
of more imaginative but less psychological persons samurta (visible in
some form) was introduced on a later-day. This has later on developed
into various avataras and other devatas. Conception of devata in Vedic
age seems to have had its origin from the nature's forces.and phenom-
ena, which were deified.

- Conception of a Deity in a particular shape, colour and
demeanour has great effect on the mind of a true devotee in developing
a particular rasa or emotion. This partly accounts for the multiplicity of
the same Deity in different forms or colours of attitudes. Amurta or
shapeless worship begun in the Vedic age in Agni- ritgs was modified in
Sankhya and finally merged into Yoga samadhi. The five Deities in the
Vaikhanasa form viz., Visnu, Purusa, Satya, Acyuta, and Aniruddha are
considered as four Vedas incarnating the first Deity Vi$hu and therefore
represent five Agnis, viz., Garhapatya, Ahavaniya, Daksinagni,
Anvadhaya and Sabhya. This shows that Vedic Agni - worship has
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viii

slowly transfomed itself into pancamurti adoration. In pratishtha
(consecration of Gods) Vastu, a form of Agni. and in all expiatory
ceremonies (prayascitta) Paundarika are used : but these two Agnis do
not form any Deitistic principle. Sramanakagni is an oblationary fire
used by persons who have recourse to Vanaprastha Asrama or life. They
are also called Vaikhanasas. Bodhayana, the Kalpasutrakara, refers to
Sramanakagni as ordained by the sage Vikhanas. This internal evidence
that five aganis developed into five murtis may plead for the antiquity of
the Vaikhanasa conception as a gradual psychic changes or modification
when Agamas and Puranas rose i importance.

When once the conception of a form is suggested, shape,
colour, dress and other auxiliaries follow at once. It is a psychic law not
fully recognised in the Western science that any conception or any
utterance of a particular sound gains force and becomes power after-
wards, if it is conceived or uttered without any modification by a great
number of master minds. Again it is another psychic law that when a
devotee bows unto a God he deposits his spiritual energy in that God
which grows in strength and volume by the increase of the votaries who
borrow as from a Bank the power from that God as a boon when he is
in want. These two spiritual phenomena as rationally explained seem to
underlie the public image - worship. An image is a store - house of
concentrated energy or inamodern metaphor it is abank where deposits
aregenerally over - drawn. But in all these transactions certain formalities
have to be observed, and similarly worship must be performed according
to the holy injuctions of the sages, and any deviation, even slight
departure from formality, makes the attempt not only rruitless but
renders it sometimes harmful.

Atri's treatise on samurtaracana (worship of an idol i.e., God in
certain shape) according to Vaikhanasa conceptions treats of the subject
in six sections, viz., Karsana, Pratistha, Pufa, Snapana, Utsava and
Prayascitta. The first of these, that is Karsaha deals with the seléction
of the site for the construction of a temple, the form of its erection, the
kinds of images, materials to make them, their sculpture of casting asthe
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case may be and the making of the necessary auxiliary Deities. The
second item, Pratistha, elaborates the consecration of the main Deity
and its auxiliaries (Parivara devatas). The third section, Puia, is the actual
-worship done every day and on special days. The fourth, viz., Snapana,
describes MahabhiSeka, a special ceremony of the holy bath, quite
different from daily performance of the funciton. The fifth treats of the
festive processions done yearly, quarterly, on the birthday of the patron,
for future auspices or avoiding any impending evil, and finally when great
calamities threaten the village or town as war, epidemic, fire etc. Even
the appearance of a meteor is considered as a harbinger of evil and
utsava to God avoids or minimises its effect. The last division enumerates
all the faults and erros of commission and omision and prescribes their
expiatory rites. Under each head comes a number of topics minor in their
treatment but forming essential auxiliaries. Arcaka necessarily a
Vaikhanasa of pure descent has his functions and his assistants too.
Their remuneratioh and the nature-and quantity of offerings to God and
the Arcaka's share, the duties and rights of the patrons (whether they are
kings or citizens) all come for minor treatment. As the Vaikhanasa form
of worship is essentially Vedic accompanied by holy mantras, the priests
are classified as in Vedic sacrificial ceremonies as Hota, Adhvaryu,
Udgata etc., who are present even at every small function because
Pratistha, Snapana, Utsava, and Prayascitta are conducted with the aid
of Vedic Agnis.

The Vaikhanasa ritual is baséd on the fivefold conception of
God Vishu as Visty, Purusa, Satya, Acyuta and Aniruddha. These
appear to be manifestations of the Divine Being and His gunas or
qualities. Visnu is all - pervading (endless in space), Purusa is animation
or caitanya that makes the life in living beings. Satya is static existence
unlimited by time and hence has no beginning, i.e., not produced.
Acyuta is one that does not deviate or modify, that is, does not undergo
any change by external influence. Aniruddha is what cannot be reduced,
limited or restricted.by outside ‘agency. These Divine Powers exercised
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by Purusa seem to form the major entities of the Vaikhanasa worship.
Parivaras also. according to the Vedic Mythology, are Devatas. . The
differentiation of the same Deity in different shapes, dress and colour, is
in accordance with the temperament, nature and aim of the devotee.’
Men differ in their aims and conceptions in every place. Thus a king of
a heroic spirit and ambition worships Viramurti (such as Kodandarama),
of a renouncing temperament Vasudeva, of an amorous disposition
Krisna and so on. That is, the forms suit various adhikaris and cause
therefore multiplicity. Nirvikalpaka-conception of nirguna - dhyana is
not practicable to common folk who do not attain Atma - samskara and
for one who attains it in the first stage requires no temples and declares
the whole Universe as His abode (faremTet faga favad fes
m. The next stage in entire merge of atman with the supreme
spirit. To reach such high stages, shapes conceivable by the limited
human senses are devised as the steps for salvation. Here again the
conceptions of Rudra, Ganapati, Kali, etc., have to be slightly consid-
ered different in Atri from the present day ideas of those Gods.

In the KarS$aDa section, the- most-important item even to a
layman appears to be the plan of the temple or vimana.In Sanskrit in
spiteofexﬁncﬁonoflargerandgreatgrwoﬂcsonSﬂpa,afewlatgeones
have survived to our days. Maya, Visvakarman, KZéyapa, Manasara,
Agastya are major contributors ; Visvakarman's town architecture, Maya
and others on temples and palaces are worthy of mention and deep
study. There are also minor treatises. Silpa is an,Upaveda and deals
broadly with prasada (palaces), vimana, (temples), nagara -
nirmana (town planning) and its kindred science m Citra -
karma (painting) was expounded in Brahmiya, Sarasvatiya and
Naradiya. Among the survivals minor sections as in ViShudharmottara
and Mangsolfasa are primers for the beginners. )

Atri merely enumerates 96 forms of Vimanas and divides them
accordingto their founders, viz., ViSPu, Brahima, Rudra, Indra, SaSiand
Rsis as Sanaka etc. In'the installation of various Avatara - miirtis option
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is given in the choice of the vimanas Atri does not mention the use of
or define the forms of the vimanas. Tsanadeva in his Paddhati (Vol. Il
p. 265)gives 96 similar forms about 30 of which coincide with the names
in our list. Tsana defines them. Maya in his Silpa Sastra describes about
ten. Daldin mentions 96 when he extols the ability of the architect
Lalitalaya. A few are described in detail in ﬁ'@q available in print.
These vimanas, it is inferred, are the same for Kings and Gods. They are
called prasadas. There are 8 forms of Royal palaces defined by
Somesvara and Basava which are different from these 96 though 2 or
3 names, nalinaka as the first, coincide with those of Atri. Vistu's
temple is recommended to be in Nalinaka form with at least 3 tala .
(storeys) ; many of the ViSPu temples in South India answer to the
description of many of the 96 vimanas. Visnu's temple at Uttaramerur
has three talas.

Regarding various images in a temple. Mulavigraha or Dhruva
is the most essential one, Snapana for abhiséka (bath), Kautuka, for all
offerings and Utsava for processions in festivals, are others that demand
some notice. Dhruvabera (undisturbed or permanent image) assumes
any of the three postures, 8T standing, 38 sitting or AT lying.
Each of these murtis agian is differentiated into three deportments, Yoga
(serene), Bhoga (pleasant or amorous) and Vira (heroic or warrior - like)
postures. In a vimana of threé storeys (talas) all the three postures are
represented one in eich tala.-God Venkatesa is standing, Ranganatha
at Srirangam. is sayana (lying) ; all the three postures are represented
in Conjeeveram at Urakam (sitting), Perakam (standing), Yathoktakari
(sayana). Dhruvabera may be made in copper, stone, earth orwood. The
postures are treated at length by the author in Ch. 20 (83 - 87 pp.)

Of the three deportments Yoga is not accompanied by Devis
(Goddesaes), Vira is with or without consorts. In Bhoga (sportful) alone
Goddesses are by the side of the God. The position of the Goddess on
the side depends on the posttre (standing, sitting or lying) of the God.
BhTugu and Puliya (Markandeya) are divine worshippers and therefore
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are present in all conditjons.

Besides Dhruva image, Kautuka idol is essential in every shrine.
kautuka or Arca murti is used for all Arcanas (worship), Snapana for
baths, and Utsava for taking out in processions.

There is another mur ti (image) called Bali made of a metal (one
of the selected five metals) of a slightly larger size than that of Kautuka:
This is taken out every day round the central alaya (shrine) at the time of
offering of bali to lokapalas and dvarapdas.

Kauituka is made of precious stone (ratna), gold, silver, copper,
stone. or wood, and never of iron, lead, zinc, bronze, or brass, Utsava
measures 1/3, 4/9, 5/9 of the Dhruva size, each succeeding size being
better than the previous one. If Dhruva is standing, Kautuka must be so
: if the fomer is sitting, the latter may assume the sitting or standing.
When Dhruva is in lying posture kautuka may be sitting or standing. In
other réspects Kautuka almost resembles Dhruva idol. Utsava (proces-
sional) dol should not be made of stone or wood. Devis'(Goddesses)
should reach in height the elbow of the God ; but should be of some metal
(Chapter 24). Snapana, Utsava idols are similar to arca - Kautuka, Atri
in the same Chapter (24) gives rules for making seats, and other
auxiliaries with their proportions to Dhruva or Kautuka images. In the
next chapter casting of idols.and ther fixing after due homas (oblatioris)
are enjoined with good details. Astabandha prescribes the formulae for
fixation of stone images.

Chapter 58 to 62 treat of images and their worship in ten
incarnations of Visnu and the forms of Vasudeva and Adirmurtl, The
shrinefor Gods of Matsya and Kiirma may be built in a village, town, sea
- port, capital, an the bank of a river, sea- coast, on a hill, in aforest or
in a shed in front of a miittary camp, in a temple of the jind of
Kumbhakara, Trikiita, HastiPrtha or Nandyavarta. Mida - idol assismes-
the form of Matsya or Kiirma and no Kautuka images for therhare to bé
made (for daily puja). In this consecration, Abjagni only is used for
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pouring oblation, and in the case of Matsya and Kurma. Garhapatya is
worshipped.

Varaha is imaged in three shapes. Adivaraha. Pralayavaraha
and Yajravaraha. Details of their images are given in chapter 58 (319
p.) Sabhyagni is used for oblation in his consecration. Measurement
called Dasatala is used for the perspective of the image. Pralayavaraha
was occasioned to suppress the waters in the deluge of the Universe. In
Yajnavaraha Visnu incamnate to kill Sveta Hiranyaksa. Goddess Earth
may accompany any of the three forms.

- Nrsimha is represented as having come out of a hill or of a pillar.
The former was to kill Hiranyakasipu and the latter Hiranya to save
Prahlada who stands low before this image. Processional and Kautuka
images are according to main (mula) Vigraha. Abjagni serves for oblation
in Varaha and Ahavaniy a for Nrsimha consecration.

Incarnation of Trivikrama (Vamana) is exhibited in three forms,
inVimana called Somacchanda, DTrghaéEla or Gopurakarain Dasatala
measure. The image of Trivikrama is represented with eight or four
hands in dark syama colour, with the divine implements. page 326 gives
other details. Anvaharya is the fire for the consecration.

Parasurama is installed in Malakara or AnganakIti vimana in
dasa talameasure in red colour, dressed in dark cloth in standing or sitting
posture. Kautuka is to suit the main image. Anvaharya is the fire used
at the time of installation.

Rama is fepresented in 8 1/2 tala - measure with two hands,
STta standing on the right side with a lotus in the left hand, while
Lak$maDa with a bow and arrow is placed on the‘left. Hanumat is
between the two thighs of Rama looking at him with marked obeisance.
Daksinagni is the kind of fire used during consecration. It is represented
in three postures, standing, sitting or lying. Sita, Laksmana, and
Hanumatwindergo chianges in their forms according to that of Rama.

Balarama is installed in Somacchanda or Hastiprsthavimana in
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dasa tala measure. with two hands, with or without weapons excepting
the plough. Revat sits on theleft thigh. Ahavaniya is the sacred fire in
this incarnation. KI'$ha is consecrated in Kumbhakara or Gopurakrti
vimana in nine - tala measure with two hands with Rukmini on the right
side. Bhiidevi and Garuda are also present.

Krsna as Navaliita - nata or killing Kaliya before Gopis. or
Parthasarathi assumes any of the three forms.

Antri dilates upon these three forms with details. Paundarika
fire is used as an option.

Kalki is exhibited as a warrior killing enemies (raksasas).
Paundarika fire is used for oblation.

Forms of these avataras differ in other agamas. Those available
in the oldest of Indian temples follow this text and installation of all ten
avataras in one temple as in Sri rangam became a common custom later
on. These avataras represent the evolution of the Universe and of man.
The first nine avataras indicate tamas, rajas and sattva qualities iri their
development and transformation from one to another, the first three
being tamas, the next three from tamas to rajas and the next ones from
rajas to sattva.

Vas udeva takes forms, divine and human. Human Vas udeva
has two hands with RukminT on the right side with a lotus in the left hand,
white but dark- clad Balabhadra with musala (pestle) and plough as his
weapons, seated on the right, Pradyumna on his right, while Aniruddhd
and Samba take the left side. Thisimage has to be installed in Dirghasala
vimana.

Divine Vasudeva has four arms installed in Somacchanda or
Brahmavrttavimana. The right hand bearsabhaya posture while the left
rests on the hip, and he is clad in red garment. It is made in ten - tala
measure. Sridevi and Bhidevi stand on either side, and Balabhadra
and others with or without divine arms with their consorts are also
represented. Sabhya for Visnu, Ahavaniya for Garuda and PaundarTka
forBra are the fires to be used for the homa in consecration.
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Adimurti is described by Atri after Vasudeva in chapter 62.
Visnu is seated on Sesa (serpent - King). Kumbhakara. Trikuta. or
Nandyavara is selected as the Vimana for this murti. Visnu assumes red
colour. Ananta has seven or five hoods and is in three coils on which
Vlsnu is seated, with his right hand resting on the body of Ananta while
the left hand well spread rests on thie bent thigh. Bhrugu and Markandeya
are the worshippers. This is Visnu's Yogasana. In his sukhas ana he is
seated on Simhasana with SrT and BhidevTs. Narasimha and Varaha
are also worshippers. In the above two postures, Sabhyagni is used for
the homa.

Visnu's shrine cannot contain more than seven storeys. Here
the significance of agnis (sacrificial fires) has been pointed out and they
indicate the nature of conception of each God (idol) and determines the
divine response to the human devotion.

The rest of the work deals with expiatory rites, except the
chapter on Suryakalapa, wherein the construction and consecration of
the God Surya (Sun)are given with some details. The elaboration of
many topics excites our interest. A careful study of the work amplifies our
knowledge of the religious stratum of our society.

TIRUPATI }

January 1943 M. RAMAKRISHNA KAVI
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