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FOREWORD

The Puranas came into existence to explain the meaning of the Vedas to the com-
mon people. While instructing about Dharma to the people, the Veda acts like a king, who
commands his subjects. The same instruction is imparted to the people by the Puranas like

friends. In the process of their teaching the Puranas use various ancient stories.

We have 18 Puranas. But, the Bhagavata Purana is the most important of them all.
Vedavyasa, even after completing the writing of the Maha Bharara, could not ger mental
peace. He composed Srimad Bhagavata, as per the instruction of sage Narada, and thereby
derived the required mental peace. This holy book is considered to be the essence of all the
Vedas.

Srimad Bhagavata explains the devine stories, qualities, actions and names of the
Lord Srimannarayana. The story of Sri Krishna is vividly described in this scripture. Like
Ramayana and Maha Bharata, Bhagavata has gained immense popularity amongst the Hin-
dus.

The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams started the Sri Bhagavata Project, with the
intention of bringing out the critical edition of the work. The services of eminent scholars
like Dr. D Radhakrishna Sarma, and Dr. N.C.V. Narasimhacharya were utilised in this
onerous task and the editing of the work has been completed successfully by the grace of
Lord Venkateswara,

This is the Second Skandha of Srimad Bhagavata. It was decided to publish the

entire text with the commentaries in 14 volumes. With the present volume, 9 volumes are

released. The other 5 volumes would also be released shortly.

It is hoped the readers would receive them whole-heartedly.

\—@L{GL §oo

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

TIRUPATI T.T.DEVASTHANAMS



INTRODUCTION

ishawt wdg@H is an aphorism of a Maharshi. The Vedas are authorless and
eternal scriptures. All the Vedas along with their innumerable branches are looked upon
as the fountain-head of the Dharmas; on which the world depends for its sustenance. But
they are formed in Vedic Sanskrit language; as such they cannot be ;mderstood by the
people who are acquainted with the classical language, in which the Ramayana the first
and foremost sanskrit work was composed. The Rishis being aware of the linguistic
drawback had composed the Itihasas (the Bharata etc.) and puranas with a compassionate
view to make the people understand the spirit and purport of the Vedas. Both these texts

i.e. the Itihasas and the puranas expound the vedic ideas and thus they saved the people

from the ignorance of the vedic dharmas. The motto STVt 3¢ FquEed will

testify to the above fact. That which can not be understood from the vedas, can be
understood in the light of the puranas. The puranas are very elaborate texts and they are
18 in number. Total number of verses of all the puranas is 4 lakhs. Everything contained
in the Vedas can be known through puranas. So it is discerned that puranas occupy an

important role in the Dharmic world.

Of all the puranas, such as Kurma, Matsya, Varaha, Vaishnava and the like, the
Bhagavata Purana is the most important one for its range of subjects and its authenticity.
Sri Bhagavata is rightly called [UVRd, the Gem of puranas. The importance of this purana
depends upon the following facts. Almost the whole of Vaishnava population of India
look upon it as their main scripture on par with the Upanishads and the Bhagavadgita. It
has been cited by the founder representative teachers of all sects even outside the vaishnava
fold for their learned commentaries just like the Gita and Upanishads in order to prove the
support to their respective teachings. Although there are 18 puranas the Bhagavata
surpassed all the others and has become unique work of this class, studied reverently and

interpreted and worshipped by devotees all over India. Apart from its superb poetry and

n



the very wide range of its devotional teachings, the reason for its forceful and ever
expanding appeal lies in its elaborate exposition of the life and message of Sri Krishna.

The Word Bhagavata is very significant as it is replete with various meanings. If I
quote a sloka and interpret, the importance of the purana will sufficiently be understood.

The enigma to sloka is -
wfwntg dwd T Wy 9= fie
e et ad smeEd Sy

This stanza can be expressed thus. The five letters Bha, ga, va, ta, m suggest the
quintessence of the Bhagavata. The letter 'Bha' stands for Bhakti, devotion, 'ga’ for
Jnaana, knowledge, 'va' for Vairagya the renouncement of worldly wishes and passions,
'ta’ for Tattva, the real nature of the supreme and 'm' for Moksha, the emanacipation from
the worldly bonds. Hence the Bhagavata throws much light on the above five subjects.
The understanding of the nature of the above subjects helps people very much. Thus this

purana reveals five-fold knowledge, which leads them to salvation.

The Bhagavata is an indispensable text, because it deals with all the varieties of
Bhakti, which is a must for the human beings who want to get rid of worldly troubles. The
Bhagavata can be called as Bhaktibhashya.

Once upon a time Gods, the denizens of devine land, Heaven having the vessel of
sudha, the Ambrosia in their hand came to the earth and approached Sri Suka, while he
was about to dictate, Sri Bhagavata to Parikshit and requested him "Oh Suka muni! give
us the Bhagavata taking Ambrosia pot in its stead". Sri Suka conscious of the great value
of the Bhagavata turned down their request telling, where is the comparison between
these two things, the worthless Ambrosia is comparable to a glass beed, whereas the
Bhagavata is a real Diamond of high value. This anecdote reveals real worth of the

Bhagavata. The puranas had shone well in the scholardom before the advent of Srimad

111



Bhagavata, but afterwards they were relegated to the background. This was said in the
13th adhyaya of 12th skandha of Bhagavata itself.

IMPORTANCE OF THE SECOND SKANDHA:-
The second skandha of Sri Bhagavata with only ten chapters is one of small

divisons, but it is very significant from the point of view of the development of the
Bhagavata literature. It may probably be the nucleus of the Bhagavata which came to be

developed into the present text.

Sri. Mahavishnu gave some instructions to Brhama which he required to go on
with the work of creation without any interruption. The four instructive verses are very
important which are called Chatussloki Bhagavata. This famous chatussloki appears in
this skandha only. The conversation between Brahma and Narada gives us a brief
statement on the cosmic theories in the theological doctrines of the Bhagavata which are

elaborated in the latter sections of the text.

This skandha deals with the characteristics of the Viratpurusha, who is to be
neccessarily known and the meditation on the Viratpurusha leads the devotees to the
salvation. The moksha, the method of creation has been elaboratelydescribed in this
skandha. The sankhya theory has been discussed and the comparative study of the theory

is made for the benefit of the interested scholars.

Here we find a brief description of the various avataras such as Dattatreya, Nara-
Narayana, Hayagriva, Matsya, Kurma, Narasimha and Dhanvantari who promulgated the
science of Medicines, which goes along to help people to have longevity of life. The
reader by studying the godly déeds of avataras with rapt attention may improve his
devotion towards Almighty and get final salvation. Thus this skandha abounds in such

good subjects which make the skandha important.



But, as ill luck would have it, a good edition of Sri Bhagavata with scholarly
commentaries is not available now a days. To ward off this scarcity T.T.Devasthanams
which is ever endeavouring to publish good spiritual, devotional and philosophical texts
has established "Sri Bhagavata critical edtion project and appointed personnel required.
The T.T.Devasthanams xs very particular about completing this work. So the management
is trying to get published all the volumes as speedily as possible. The 2nd book éontaining
the 2nd Skandha being released now will adorn the worthy hands of connoisseurs. If this

book can satisfy the scholars we feel we are amply rewarded.
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