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There is no act beyond Dharmic Act. Do follow Dharma.

RE TRFED R od A |
ﬁwﬁmaﬁlmgﬁ@ﬁn( 1)

A synonym “Jaya” is in practice for Bharata and it is described in the above
sloka. Sage Wasa has urged all the readers/speakers of Mahabharata to prostrate at
the feet of Narayana and then proceed further. It is since then that it has become a
practice to take the name of Narayana (Narayana nama smaranam) before reading or
speaking on Wasa Bharata. The extract of Indian Philosophy is subjected to “Dharma”,
and it is no other than God Himself. It is hence necessary to pray Narayana to gain the
knowledge of Dharma, because He Himself is the personification of Dharma. It can
be noted that for this reason VWasa Bhagavan might have instructed to pray Narayana
before reading/speaking about VWasa Bharatha.

T A HEd T FOTE A (W)

Swamy Adisankaracharya has eulogized that ‘ST=JAF] &4 g@wd’, which means it
Is necessary for every human being to make his life a meaningful one. The knowledge
of CHATURVIDHA PURUSHARTHAS (Dharma, artha, kama and moksha), is an
essential criterion to acquire the knowledge of Dharma which is the first and foremost
part of Vedic essence. The Dharma Dhenu which pathed on its four legs in Krutayuga,
with three in Treta, on its two limbs during Dwapara is now moving in this Kali aeon
with just one limb with a limp and drag due to the evil impact of the Kalipurusha. It
is therefore, necessary for all of us to safeguard Dharma and implement it in our
lifestyles. Bhagavan Vedavyasa has written ‘Mahabharata’ to rise with thirst in the
people of Kali aeon to drink the ambrosial essence and quench their thirst regarding
Dharma and its importance imbibe a good life path.

‘TEwl] A=A HETRd 9o4d |
Freaa W A1 3T A T | (SRd)

The above sloka clearly defined the concept and volume of yield (purusharthas)
of Mahabharata, Wasa Bhagavan urged that those who read or those who listen to
this well defined treatise will get rid of all the sins. This is the phalasruti that Vedavyasa
has projected to the human race.
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The puranas (Venkatachala Mahatmyam) enlighten the manifestation of Tirumala
Sri Venkateswara Swamy, the incarnation of Narayana in Kaliaeon as the protector
of Dharma. His core presence in Hindu culture and Indian Philosophy as depicted in
approximately one lakh Sanskrit slokas of Wasa Bhagavan is unparallely precious.
Sri Venkateswara Swamy Himself has wished to reach the people and bless them as a
boon giver and protector. Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams, which thrives to preach
and protect Hindu Dharma, has entrusted the responsibility to Rastriya Sanskrit
Vidyapeeth, Tirupati. The efficacies of the University have thoroughly edited the
\VWyasa Bharata granthas published in Devanagari in North India as well as in Telugu
by Vavilla Publishers. They did required editing and submitted the Bharatato TTD in
the form of CDs with hyperlinks.

When the TTD requested the Vidyapeeth to submit it in a book format, it made
necessary changes, cut hyperlinks and provided a form which is comfortable for the
print medium. The TTD wishes its heartful gratitude to Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati
with special reference to Prof. Rani Sadasiva Murthy and his Co-scholars in fulfilling
the TTDs requests.

| extend my special greetings to JEO, Sri Pola Bhaskar, I.A.S. who had been
supervising on this work and instructing the TTD publications department from time
to time.

| congratulate the Special Officer, Publications Division, Dr.Talluri Anjaneyulu
garu who contacted the Vidyapeetham Scholars regularly in fruitfully completing
this work. Hope that the Wasa Bharatam being published in Telugu and Devanagari
Lipi will be highly useful for the readers in moulding their lifestyles and take the path
of Dharma.

oA Yeitd T
T o WAl

(Dharma rescues it’s rescuer. Dharma yields victory, when it is properly dealt with)
In the Service of Lord Sri Venkateswara
1

Executive Officer
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
Tirupati
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I. INTRODUCTION

.1  About the Epic and Pauranic Literature
<iFAOHFRREERE + Fifoa Epsat*
- Aswalayanagruhyasutra V.6

“Epics and Puranas are the nectarous strems.”

Ot B EWAET AVETn OETENHIERE Seitle <HiEAOHEBENE {E\SET

- Chandogyopanishad VI1.i-2

These were the words of Sage Narada to Sanatkumara. He reported to him that he

had studied Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, Atharvaveda and the fifth of the Vedas

Itihasapurana. Here the Epics and Puranas are taken together as a single unit and

given the status on par with the Vedas.

HOHOL EAIEE (EIEC% BE-EOLETIEE ol nt aEvE’Ean I ERMERCH
<EIEYECE, {E®EhE FEeE ={fbEdng TR OFjEEheR At EE E Al Jathdthe

+ORL EjEEENE ExE - EEOREEEXEX

- Brhadaranyakopanishad II. iv.10

“The Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, Angiroveda, Epics, Puranas, all disciplines
of learning, Upanishads, slokas, Sutra texts, their supplementary explanations and
commentaries are all these sprang out from the exhalation of The Ultimate
Reality.”

B'EEE OFF ‘Ench EXEI'FifEh OfEOH{EE OHDLOHF: OEANEL OPF{EXFEIFML OffiFFor
Off 9FE JAEEiEF) OHFOFNFH

- Gopatha Brahamna, Purva bhaga Il. 10

“Thus all these Vedas along with Kalpas, Secrets, Brahamanas, Upanishats,
Itihasas, Puranas and Commentaries were produced.”
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@EnE AVEEE OF FinfIEIRIEOH <fiFkfol {feEnE FFEE ={BxEtni TR
%%%WWMMam%wEME@HEW%?
- Satapatha Brahamana X1V - ix — 10-6

“One who learns Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, Angiroveda, Epics, Puranas, all
disciplines of learning, Upanishads, slokas, Sutra texts, their supplementary
explanations and commentaries will become the Monarch of Speech.

These are all certain citations from various sections of Vedic literature that signify
the adorable status enjoyed by the two Epics and Puranas on par with the Vedas in
ancient India.

The Epic and Pauranic Literature constitutes the intermediary section of writings
between the Vedic Literature and the Classical Literature in Sanskrit Language.

ITIHASA is the Sanskrit equivalent of EPIC. “ITI <Eif So - HA % Indeed- AASA
+O It was” is the etymological observation of this word Itihasa. The Ramayana

and the Mahabharata are the only couple of works considered under this section.
The very name of this section of literature declares that these two works have a
great value from the point of historical and cultural development of India. Of these
two again the Mahabharata has much more impact and impression over the latest
Indian generations as it had happened in the penultimate times of Kali age i.e.
Dvapara just 5000 years ago.

1.2 Mahabharata — The Great Epic

As it was mentioned in the epic itself it is called Mahabharta because of its
hugeness and heaviness. In other words its valuable message and voluminous

content made it a great story of historic battle of Bharatas. "Ei it ,EE® EEESSE

El/zE:EE®IEESaEIE* Wonderful portrayal of proven prowess of Righteousness
(Dharma) over the matters of Royal Wealth (Artha) were very effectively and
efficiently presented on a very extensive canvas of nearly 1,00,000 slokas.

At another occasion also its etymological note is given in the following stanza:

\EEQERKEE “FLOVVEX'E ELat) EOIEE EiRkiE
Hmm%mmmwmw



15

As the grand life history of the descendants of the race of Bhaaratas is depicted it
is called Mahabharata. One who knows this etymological note is relieved of all
kinds of sins.

1.3  The Three Beginnings of The Epic

N JH8iE EESNEIOitEEN: iEIE{e*

IENEE{EERSERETXE EE|EER OF SEEVELREIE** Mbh. (Cr. Ed.) 1.1.50

This sloka authenticates three traditional beginnings of the Mahabharata from
various points of view is found in the Mahabharata.

i.  The first beginning is with the narration of Suta to the sages of in the Ashram

/ 77 A

of Saunaka. This beginning is known to be the BXHEN beginning. This

s i /

commences immediately after the benedictory invocation XEEBEBENE XEECENI%

A / 7 A

ii. +EICIEEGEN is the second traditionally accepted beginning. This was the
narration begun by Vaisampayana, the disciple of Vyasa, to the King
Janamejaya on the occasion of Sarpa Yaga (The Snake Sacrifice). This begins
with the Astika Parva.

7 A 7 IA

jii. The third approved one is ={EE®SEBEEN beginning. This begins with

Amasavataraparva. This starts with the narration of the record of genealogy
of Bharatas’ race.

Thus according to these three beginnings this Great Epic got three names Bharata,
Mahabharata and Jaya.

As the sloka maintains —

SEIEf EEFiEOEEERE SEGH JERRIEOEELAIEE T

={EC JOEDNE EXEE EE'Ery JEEQIE [EESREHE chvep*
The Text Bharata or Bharata Samhita is confined to 24,000 slokas only excluding
all Upakhyanas.
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At a later stage when it is extended to a greater length of 1,00,000 slokas it is
called Mahabharata.

It is called JAYA at a still later stage commonly along with the other numbers of
the Pauranic and Epic literature.

.4 Vyasa, the Author of the Text

As the tradition declares the great sage Veda Vyasa, the son of the celebrated sage
Parasara and Satyavati was the author of the Mahabharata. It was the
proclamation of the author of this immortal Epic that whatever is found here is

7 A A /

found elsewhere and whichever is not here is not found elsewhere (3ENY%EICiE

o
-

IENaEjE 2EZEUECHE X EOJEESFIE) with reference to the four human objects Dharma,
Artha, Kama and Moksha.

1.5  The time of writing Mahabharata

Tradition ascribes the date of Mahabharata to the age of Dvapara as the sage
Badarayana Vyasa, its author, was the Contemporary of the Kauravas and
Pandavas the main characters of the great Epic. According to some scholars like
CVVaidya it was soon after the End of the Historical Mahabharata War i.e. in
3102 B.C. this work of VVyasa composed. There are different opinions among the
modern scholars with regard to the date of its authorship. Some of the modern
scholars even maintain such opinion that Vyasa is not an individual’s name but it
is an institution by itself. So they deny the single authorship of that giant writing.

1.6  Historicity of the Mahabharata

According to Indian tradition the Mahabharata is the literary record of a historical
war of ancient India that was fought between Kauravas and Pandavas. From the
values point of view that war was between evil and good. It was interpreted to be
the victory of Dharma over Artha. No son of this soil who loves Indian tradition
denies the historical validity of this noble writing.

1.7  The division and content of the Mahabharata
a) Division of the Mahabharata

From the volume point of view this great epic is divided into eighteen Parvas
broadly with 100 upaparvas (subsections) and more than 200 upakhyanas
(episodic accounts) dealing with all aspects of human life.
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b) Mahabharata and Devotion

Out of the three paths of Karma, Bhakti and Jnana which are the three sure
ways of salvation Bhakti has predominance over the other two. Bhakti makes all
the actions fulfilled. When all the actions are fulfilled Lord Vishnu pleases with
the performance of the devotees. When Lord Vishnu is pleased the devotees gain
the knowledge required for obtaining salvation. This is the essence of the Great
Epic. In a large number of episodes of this Epic this concept has been illustrated.
There are many instances exemplifying all the eleven types of Bhakti specified in
the Narada Bhakati Sutras and the nine types of Bhakti stated in the Bhagavata
Purana. The famous Vishnusahasranamastotra in the Bhishma Parvan of this
Epic is a great source of inspiration for all the devotees of Lord Vishnu through
the ages.

C) Encyclopedic Nature of the Mahabharata

All facets of State Craft, the heights of valor, the unfathomable depth of human
heart, heartening graphic pictures of Indian Culture and Civilization, Ideals of
Noble Social Life, High Principles of Indian Philosophy and All essential traits of
Morality find their comfortable presentation in this historical writing. Besides
there are considerable sections on Law and legal institutions, customs and
manners, various fine arts and useful arts, a large number of Subhashitas with a
perennial appeal. There are striking references to various branches of learning
such as astronomy, cosmology, environmental science, flora and fauna and so on.

The Divine Song Bhagavadgita, The Vidura Nitis, Bhishm Gita and Yaksha
Prasanas are the very a few classical examples for exalted teachings of this
perennial writing. Researchers of all times have a greatly admirable content of
information for taking pursuits further and further.

1.8 The Available Versions of the Text

During this period different The following Editions of the Mahabharata are
procured from various sources.

a) Vavilla Ramaswamy & Sons Edition (in Telugu Script)

b) Vavilla Ramaswamy & Sons Edition (in Devanagari Script)
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c¢) Bandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune’s Edition

d) Gita Press, Gorakhpur’s Edition

1.9

Vavilla Edition

Vavilla Edition is the oldest of all the published versions of the Mahabharata. The
credit is such that they could publish Mahabharata both in Telugu Script and
Devanagari Script.

1.10 Commentaries of the Mahabharata

There are many a Commentary on the Mahabharata of which some are physically
available and some others are just available by name. The list of the commentaries

is as follows —

» Commentary of Sarvajna Narayana known to be the earliest
commentator.

»  Lakshaslokaalankaara a commentary by Vadiraja of Madhva School
who lived between 1450 to 1500AD

»  Bhaaratavyaakhyaa commentary by Kavindra a native Orissa who lived
around 1000AD

» Commentary of Nilakantha lived at Kurpara in Maharastra in the 16"
century

» Mahabharata Tattva Nirnaya of Madhva in the 12" century AD.

» Bharata Tatparya Nirnaya by Varada Raja

» Nigudhapadabodhini and Bharata Tippani are two anonymous
commentaries.

> Besides these there were the commentaries by Arjunamishra, Yajna

Narayana, Ananada parna, Vidyasagara, Caturbhuja, Nandikesvara,
Devabodha, nandanacharya, Paramananda Bhattacharya, Ratnagarbha,
Ramakrishna, Lakshamana Bhatta and Srinivasacharya.
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Hyper Link Search Parameters preparation

Initially Electronic Text of The Mahabharata was produced by Rashtriya Sanskrit
Vidyapeetha, Tirupati in the year 2010 with the financial support of Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams for which Prof. S. Satyanarayana Murthy was the Principal
Investigator and Coordinator and Dr. Rani Sadasiva Murty was the Coordinator.

As per the proposed Unique programme various types of search parameters 18 in
number - such as For Sloka Search in Alphabetical order (Parva wise), Sloka
Search in Alphabetical order and Numerical order (Upa Parva/Adhyaya wise), the
Parva summaries in certain selected languages ( Telugu, English and Hindi ), the
names of important places, characters and subjects and Episodic Search also were
developed.

1. HOW THIS PRINTABLE TEXT IS PREPARED

In beginning of the year 2017 there Rani Sadasiva Murty happened to meet
Mahamahopadhyaya Samudrala Lakshmaniah Garu in a meeting at Dharma
Pracharaparishad’s office. Then Sadasiva Murty was asked about the possibility of
preparing a PRINTABLE TEXT OF THE MAHABHARATA from the already
prepared MAHABHARATA e-TEXT with HYPERLINKS. It was replied that
after some technical exercises it could be possible.

In the month of February 2017 Sri Prayaga Ramakrishna Garu, the then special
officer (Publications), Sri Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams asked to submit a
proposal for the preparation of the Mahabharta Text Hard copy for publishing it in
TTD Publication series. Accordingly with the permission of Prof. V. Muralidhara
Sarma garu, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, the
proposal was submitted and it was approved in the month of March 2017. The
work was begun in the first week of May 2017 having identified some able
members to assist in this task.

Initially many technical problems were faced in the process of removing the
Hyperlink tags to prepare the plain text. The font characters were automatically
changed at every moment of removing the tags as the latest computers do not
accept some of the fonts used in the Hyper Text.
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So it took more than three months to correct manually all the one lakh slokas by
all the members in the project. The proof correction underwent for three times.

By the end of the first week of September 2017 the text was made ready for a
primary scrutiny by eminent scholars from Vidyapeetha. A workshop of a week’s
duration from 16™ — 22™ September 2017 was conducted in which 16 scholars
participated to verify the accuracy of the text in both Devanagari and Telugu
Texts. Prof. Satyanarayan Acharya, Dr. C. Ranganathan, Dr. D. Jyothi, Dr.
Somanath Das, Dr. Bharatha Bhushan, Dr. J. Balickaravarthi, Dr. Gyanranjan
Panda, Dr. V. Suryaprabha, Dr. g. Lakshmi Narayana, Dr. P. Srinivasa Krishna
Reddy, Dr. Naryanan Nampoothiri NT, Dr. K. Sujani, Dr. Ajay Nanda, Lanka S K
Mallikarjuna Prasad, Revathi Supraja and E. Uma Gauthami were the
participants in the workshop.

During these seven days 2,00,000 slokas (1,00,000 slokas in Devanagari and
1,00,000 slokas in Telugu script) were thoroughly and keenly checked by all the
participants and a few corrections were suggested by them.

It further took one month to carry out all the recommended corrections and made
ready for final authentication. It was on 17" November Mahamahopadhya
Samudrala Lakshmanaiah Garu, Prof. K. Ramasuryanarayana Garu, President of
India Awardee, Prof. Sripada Satyanarayana Murthy Garu, former Vice
Chancellor In charge of Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha and Mahamahopadhyaya
Prof. GSR Krishna Murthy were invited and they were kind enough to thoroughly
go through the entire text in both the texts and having been satisfied with the work
done they declared the authenticity of the text proper.

Finally with the consent of Honorable Vice Chancellor of Rasthriya Sanskrit
Vidyapeetha, Tirupati this is made ready for publication.

1. SOME MARKS USED IN THE PREPARATION OF THIS TEXT TO
BE MAKE NOTE OF

The Present Text is mainly based on

AN o ;o
"

1. HEAEEEBIEE - (Telugu Script) Publication by Vavilla Ramaswamy Sastrulu &
Sons, Madras
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oy

2. bEO E%E:EE@IEE — (Devanagari Script), Publication by Vavilla Ramaswamy
Sastrulu & Sons, Madras

7\ / Y i
"

3. K "EALE®IET - Publication by Geeta Press Gorakhpur.

7\ /oy

4. 1 "BAEVERIE T - Publication by Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune.

While preparing the TEXT in printable mode some observations are made:
a) Adhika Pathas from Gita Press Edition:

Among the above four texts there are several extra readings in the texts. Wherever
there are such extra readings from the Gita Press text Small Bracket Marks () are
used. The Extra readings are kept in the small brackets.

Eg. (Extra Readings from Gita Press Edition)
b) Adhika Pathas from Vavilla Texts:

Wherever there are extra readings from the Vavilla Text are found such readings
are kept in between TWO @@ marks. Eg. @Extra Readings from Vavilla
Texts@

¢) For showing the text variations :

If any Text variations are found the marks of [] are used to high light such
variations.

Eg. The largest text variation can be seen in the VIRATA PARVA of the
Mahabharata. The Gita Press version and the Vavilla version maintain two
different versions of VIRATA PARVA with text agreement occasionally. Hence
Both the TEXTS are given for the convenience of the readers.
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