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PREFACE

To write a preface to the collected writings of a scholar of
Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri's stature who set an exacting stan-
dard in writing eminently readable and highly illuminating pref-
aces to the books he composed and edited is no easy task. Yet
I have undertaken it only because I wish to avail myself of this
opportunity to pay my homage to the venerable litterateur to
whom the Telugu people owe a deep debt of gratitude for his
services in the fields of literature and culture.

Sri Prabhakara Sastri, whose birth centenary will be
celebrated in about three years from now, was a pioneer in many
respects, and he was quite active in a variety of fields. First and
foremost, he was a sensitive poet who captured the agony and
the ecstasy of human existence in a series of neatly drawn
vignettes. He was also an eminent scholar- critic who not only
edited many classics already known to the reading public but
also discovered unknown masterpieces lying hidden in palm-
leaf manuscripts in the libraries in Madras and Tanjavur, and
brought them to light after diligently editing them, restoring the
texts where necessary, and scrupulously pointing out his own
conjectural emendations. In fact it was he who went from one
village to another in search of rare manuscripts for the Oriental
Manuscripts Library of the Govermnent of Madras, and pre-
pared authentic Descriptive Catalogues of'its collections. It
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may be mentioned that it was mainly owing to his dedicated ef-
forts to make transcriptions of the devotional lyrics of Sri
Annamacharya from copper plates, and his active role in getting
them printed and propagated that the saint- poet's name has
become today a house- hold word among the Telugu people.

Sri Sastri's study of inscriptions relating to Andhra history
and culture have led to significant discoveries in the area of the
evolution of the Telugu language as well as the history of the
race. He devoted much time likewise to collecting art pieces for
the proposed museum at Tirupati, and we owe to him the identi-
fication of the idol of Kakatamma, the tutelery deity of the
Kakatiya rulers. His interest in archaeology led him to get many
excavations of pre- historic mounds made around Muktyala in
Kfrishna District of Andhra Pradesh.

Sri Sastri was also a gifted translator of Sanskrit classics
whose translations include three famous plays of Bhasa, Pratima
Natakam, Madhyama Vyayogam and Karnabharam, be-
sides other works like Bhagavadajjukam and Mattavilasam.
He was, further, a noble teacher who trained a select band of
young scholars in the art of emendatory and interpretative liter-
ary criticism. And he was, besided, a great mystic with proven
yogic powers who brought solace to many a person sick in body
and mind. It must be admitted that it is only at rare intervals that
we find such a great soul in our midst.

Sri Prabhakara Sastri's learned prefaces are scattered in
many books some of which are not easily accessible to readers
today, and so and attempt is being made to collect and publish
them in a few volumes, and the present book is one of them. It
consists of his prefaces to fourteen literary works, ranging from

Xviil

long narrative poems like Basava Puranam. Manucharithra
and Udbhataradhyacharitra to shorter pieces like Charucharya
and Bhasavodaharanam.

The first (1913) of these prefaces in this Volume deals
with the History of the Andhra Nayaka kings who ruled over
part of South India from Tanjavur after the fall of Vijayanagara
empire. [t may be noted here that the discoveries made by Sri
Prabhakara Sastri from the palm-leaf manuscripts at Saraswati
Mabhal Library at Tanjavur were largely responsible for provid-
ing the correct perspective to the understanding and apprecia-
tion of one of the glorious periods in theAndhra history. The pref-
ace makes a judicious appraisal of the contribution of the Nayaka
kings to Telugu literature and culture.

Three of the prefaces, included in this volume, dealing with
Palkuriki Somanatha's Basavapuranam(1926). Allasani
Peddana's Manucharitra (1926), and Tenali Ramakrishna's
Udbhataradhyacharitra (1925, have become classics in Telugu
literary criticism and may be justly claimed to have laid the foun-
dations for balanced explicatory and expository critical writing
on the lives and works of these three major poets. Sri Sastri's
extensive knowledge of socio- political history, archaeology,
epigraphy, literature and theology enabled him to shed light on
many intricate passages in these poems.

When Bhasa's plays were discovered and published from
Trivandrum, Sri Prabhakara Sastri's curiosity was roused by the
event, and subsequently he translated three of the plays into
Telugu. If his rendering of Pratima Natakam (1910) is a speci-
men of an ideal translation of a dramatic work, his preface to the
translation is equally praiseworthy for its discussion of Bhasa's
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motives in introducing innovations into the well- known Ramayan
story, especially the dramatist's attempt to redeem the much-
maligned character of Kaikeyi.

The other prefaces in the volume too are highly instrucrive
to the general reader and the research scholar alike, containing
as they do many flashes of insight and subtle interpretations of
abtruse passages. The publishers deserve our praise for making
available such a treasure- house to literary criticism in a handy
volume.

Hyderabad
25 October 1985 ADAPA RAMAKRISHNA RAO
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