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EFFICACY OF DHUPANAM
N. KRISHNAIAH

Our formal worship having a common minimum procedure consists of Dhupa
Dipa, Naivedyam. Dhupanam has been remained as a part of several auspicious
rituals of Indians from the beginning of vedic period. Yagas and Yagnas are also
having more or less similar ingredients of Dhoopanam but on a large scale. Inter-
estingly these Yagas and Yajnas are advocated in Ayurveda, whenever there is an
outbreak of Janapadodhwamsa or epidemic.

According to Dhupa Kalpadhyaya Samhita, Dhupanam came into existence
when the children of Rishies were tormented by Rakshasas The Rishies invoked
God Agni to rescue them from these harmful beings. Then God Agni suggested to
perform Dhupanam as a remedy to destroy Rakshasas and to prevent and cure graha
rogas. Rakshasas, Bhuta, Pishacha, Graha are the words given to living creatures
which produce a set of diseases known as graha rogas. Morphological features,
therapeutic measures, preventive precautions and the lifestyle of these grahas are
by and large akin to pathogenic micro organisms and infectious diseases.

Thus close comprehensive comparative study is made so as to convince that
grahas and micro organisms are one and the same and measures taken against these
creatures are also similar. Dhoopana or fumigation is a major tool to manage the
morbidity caused by Rakshasas and to destroy the Rakshasas.

Scientific Disclosure

In formal worship procedure for dhupanams often offered, is dasanga dhupa
which is one of the important broad spectrum dhupana yogas, mentioned in Kasyapa
Samhita.
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Dhoopana : The material subjected to heat to produce smoke is Dhupana.
This material is known as polymers in organic chemistry.
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Bio Polymers : 1) Sthavara : Plant Products - Bark, leaves, roots, seeds,

minerals silajitu etc.

2) Jangama : Animal products - Hair, nails, feathers horns
hooves, skin etc. Ghee, honey, urine excreta of

birds.

The material commonly used for Dhupana Yogas is tabulated as follows, which
includes ingredients of dashanga dhupa as well.

NATURAL SOURCES
(Dhupana dravyas)

POLYMERS

GAS

Karanja, Vacha, Sarshpa,
Ushira, Mustha, Jatamamst,
Chandana, Rakta Chandana,
Yela, Pippali, Kesara,
Shireesha, Jatipushpa,
Agaru,Thrunamula, Bhoorja
patra, Kusta, Bhallataka,
Tagaram etc,

Polyacetals

Formaldehyde

Cellulosic fibre

Formic and acetic acids

Many organic polymers

Alkanes, Alkenes

Tulasi, Karpura, Hingu,
Guggulu, Laksha

Phenolic Resins, Hydroxy

Phenol, Aldehydes

Sarpa Nirmoka, Hair of
quadripeds, mesha vishana,
Ghritam, Azaksheera, Honey,
Kharamutram (Urine of
Donkey) Feathers of various
Birds, Shilajitu, Manshila etc.

Keratin: Hair, wool, Horns,
Nails, Hooves, Feathers,
Skin, Wool, Silk, Sulphur
containing polymers

SOCSz, H’S, COS, Cs,
Ammonia

All Boligical Matenals

All Polymers

Co,,CO

The bold lettered drugs are ingredients of dashanga dhupa

When these polymers are subject to smoldering combustion, they give rise to
various gases (mentioned in last column) which are established disinfectants. The
ammonia vapours, released due to heating of proteins and urine, alleviate side ef-
fects of the disinfectant gases. And the materials like Manishila, Honey, ksheera,
Ghrita, etc. work as flame retardants so as to release required gases and to suste’
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thermal reactions for a long time. Otherwise flame can give rise to end products
like Co,, CO and water vapour.

So Dhupanam is aimed at killing the disease causing microorganisms, at the
same time it is safe for human beings. Besides purifying our environments, dhupana
works as therapeutic measure against several diseases due to volatile ingredients of
dhupana dravyas which possess specific antagonistic action 1n a given disease.

Method of fumigation : Dhupanam is offered along with recitation of Man-
tras.

oy 83 vebrdoEgs Mantras are mostly prefixed with omkara

Dr. Lesser Lasario, Vienna devoted 25 years of his life to study the effects
produced in the humans by vocal vibrations. The vibrato massage which the sound
'0' is induces and produces electromagnetic waves which multiply throughout body
increasing energy and soul divine etc, Depression will reduce the whole psyche
subject to a unifying and integrated effect.

This 15 the reason why temple premises, sanctum sanctorum possess a pure
and holy atmosphere and charged with electro magnetic vibrations which are ex-
hilarating to the mind and body of devotees. This effect 1s far greater in intensity 1n
Srivan temple Tirumala.

Our cultural and religious values are highly scientific to promote a healthy
society besides inculcating a sense of spiritual awareness. For that matter all major
religions are having such dhupana kriyas e.g. The Muslims use guggulu as fumiga-
tion in mosques and other places of worship. Similarly Christians do use the guggulu
in certain religious rites n Churches So the religions are there to maintain har-
mony of the society rather than to build barriers among the people.
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LORD VENKATESWARA OF TIRUMALA
TIRUPATI THROUGH THE AGES

PROF. P. KUSUMAKUMARI

Tirumala temple has a unique place among the pilgrim centres of India. Lord
Venkateswara of Tirumala 1s the god of all people irrespective of caste, race, class.
He is "Apadamokkula Vaadu", "Korina Variki Kongu Bangaramu"

If we have a ghmpse of the history of the temple and the deity some interest-
ing facts will emerge. The ancient name for-Tirumala hill was "Tiruvengadam". In
those days "Sr1 Venkatesvara Svami" was popular as "Thiruvengada Mudaiyan".

Researchers are of the opinion that till 8* century A.D. the temple con-
structed by Thondaman was not known to many people. Because of the location or
existence of the temple on the hill "Tiruvengadam" 1t was not approachable to people
easily. For this reason Vaishnava Bhaktas procured an idol of Swami and did the
"Prathistha" or "Consecration" at Thirucchokimur/Thiruchanur by constructing a
temple. People who were unable to climb the "Thiruvengadam" hill to have a darshan
of Lord used to come to "Thiruchokkinur” for Darshan.

In 900A.D., Vaishnavaites got the small temple at Tirumala extended with
the construction of a special room for priests to stay adjacent to garbhagud: which
1s at present called "Sayana mantapam". Daily pujas with "Akhandadeepam" were
commenced with distribution of "Anna naivedya” to bhaktas.

A queen belong to the Pallva dynasty by name "Samavai" donated a silver
statue which resembled the original statue of Lord Venkateswara. This was conse-
crated at "Tirucchokinur" by Vaishnavas and a temple was constructed. When
Saivaites reached Thiruchanoor in 966 A.D. that silver statue of the Lord was shifted
to "Thiruvengada"(Tirumala) and it was consecrated in the temple. This form of
deity is at present known as "Manavalaperumal" or "Bhogasrinivasa".

From 966 A.D. onwards all types of pujas, utsavas and naivedyas were started
for the lord as per "Agama sastra”. Many changes took place in the temple. New
rooms, or mantapas and prakaras were constructed. Statues of other gods were
donated to the temple by various kings, queens and devotees.

Sri Ramanujacharya, the great expounder of "Visistadvaita" lived between
1017-1137 A.D. During his time the temple flourished well. He tried to regularise
.various "Archanas". During those days at the foot of "Tirumala" there was a small
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village called Kotturu. In 1130 A.D. the idol of Lord Govinda Raja Swami was
brought from Chidambaram and 1t was consecrated in the temple, which later be-
came popular as Govinda Raja pattanam (Tirupati)". In 1138 A.D temple was con-
structed for Ramanujacharya at Tirumala and later it became customary to offer a
share of all Naivedyas of Lord Venkateswara to this ido! of Ramanujacharya.

In 1481 A D a wealthy man by name Narasimha Raya Modaliyar got con-
structed the Kodandarama swam: temple at Tirupati in honour of the king Saluva
Narasimha Raya. Yadava Kings who were the followers or feudatories of Pandya
kings served Tirumala temple extensively. Between. 1180-1200 A.D. they con-
structed gopuras 1nside and outside the temple.

In 1250 A.D a king by name Vira Narasinga Yadava Raya made efforts to
cover Ananada Nilaya (Vimanam) with gold He was responsible for the construc-
tion of Anandanilaya by renovating the walls of "sanctum sanctorum" or shrine of
the temple. In 1250 A D. Sundara Pandya a king belonging to Pandyan dynasty got
a golden kalasam consecrated on the "Vimanam" which was covered with gold
The first golden layer decoration for Anandanilayam or vimanam was done by
Viranarasinga Yadavaraya in 1250 A.D.

In 1359 A.D. Mang: deva Maharaya a feudatory of Bukkaraya I for the sec-
ond time decorated the Anandanilayam with gold covering. Third gold coating was
done by chandragir Madhavadasar in 1417. AD., fourth gold coating by Sri Krishna
Devaraya in 1517 AD., fifth gold coating by Kanchi Koti Kanya Danam Tatacharya
in 1630 AD., sixth gold coating by Hathiramyi mutt in 1908 AD., and seventh and
eighth gold coatings were done by T.T.D. n 1958 and 2006 respectively.

The last king of the Yadava Rayas namely Sri Ranganatha Yadava Raya con-
structed "Rangamantapa” in Tirumala temple between 1340-50 A.D.

In 15™ Century A.D. Chandragiri Minister Mallanna a special roon: for stor-
ing the jewels of the Lord was arranged with a Mukhapantapa. This is at present
called "Thirumaman: Mantapa" . Later some alterations were made and the Dhwaja
sthambha Mantapa, and Addala Mantapa (InaMahal) were constructed. In 1430
A.D. Vedapathanam was started in Tirumala temple.

Saluva Narasingaraya of Vijayanagara dynasty who ruled between 1445-1490
A.D. made remarkable efforts to develop Tirumala temple. He got a Mantapa con-
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structed to perform "Unjalseva" which commenced in 1473 A.D. In connection
with utsavas, sevas and naivedyas he made many changes by increasing their num-
ber. He was also responsible for the construction of four mantapas on four sides of
Tirumala temple which are used and decorated at the time of Vasantotsvam.

In 1485 A.D., due to the invasion of Vijayanagara, by Bahmani Kings, Saluva
Narasimha Raya went to Vijayanagara along with his army. He subdued the en-
emies and was sworn in as king at Vijayanagara. During his absence a Vaishnava
devotee by name " Kandada: Ramanuja Iyengar" was chosen by Saluva Narasimha
Raya to supervise the temple activities. This man restructured the rituals of Tirumala
and Tirupati temples as per the norms of Vaishnava temples. He even introduced
dances of Devadasis in Tirumala as per the tradition of South Indian Vaishnava
temples. Doing "Abhisheka” with turmeric water for goddess Lakshmi residing on
the right side of the chest of Lord Venkateswara was started by him in 1496 A.D.
Singing of Tamil pasurams in the temple was also commenced during this period.

Great singer poet Tallapaka Annamacharya who was a friend of Saluva
Narasimha composed nearly thirty thousand kirtanas out of which twelve thousand
sankeertanams are available.

Sri Krishna Devaraya the most popular king of Vyjayanagara dynasty had
darshan of the Lord of Tirumala. As per the records and inscriptions available he
came to Tirupat: seven times and laid six inscriptions.

First tour (Yatra) of Sri Krishna Devaraya was in 10* Feb, 1513 A.D. 2" tour
May 2™ 1513 A.D., 3 tour June 14* 1513 A.D., 4" tour July 6" 1513 A.D., 5" tour
Jan 27 1517 A.D., 6" tour October 16* 1518 A.D., 7" tour October 16" 1521 A.D,,

Krishna Devaraya along with his wives Tirumaladevi and Chinnadevi do-
nated very valuable jewellary to the temple. He named his daughters as
Thirumalamba and Krishnaamba and son as Thirumala Raya because of his great
devotion of Lord Venkateswara. He donated many villages for the temple. He do-
nated the "Tallapaka" village of Cuddapah district for the services (sevas) of Swami.
Fabulous gifts such as crowns studded with valuable stones, gold plates, gold ves-
sels, swords, jewellery, diamond jewellery, jewellery with navaratnams etc., were
donated by him for the temple. For the sake of the expansion of temple he gave
three villages of Tirupati mandal. Very few donations are mentioned here. Particu-
lars of donations or endowments made by Sri Krishna Devaraya in the context of
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his visits to Tirumala are very much available in the records and nscriptions. Dur-
ing the period of Krishna Devaraya Tirumala Temple reached its zenith of glory
with his liberal grants and endowments.

Achyuta Deva Raya, the step brother of Sri Krishna Devaraya became the
king of Vijayanagara succeediny, his brother Sri Krishna Devaraya. As per histori-
cal records his period of ruling was from 1530 A.D. to 1542 A.D. He got humself
crowned as king at Tirumala only. Chakrateertham or Alwar Thirtam which 1s now
popular as Kapila Tirtam was constructed by him. He constructed stone steps, and
Mantapas around this Thirtam. People had a strong belief that water from various
pious thirthams of Tirumala flows into Chakratheertha and hence whosoever takes
a dip in that theertham will obtain great punya. Devotees used to take bath n this
thirtham before climbing Tirumala hills. In 1533 A.D King Achyuta Devaraya re-
paired or reconstructed stone steps of the pushkarini of Sr1 Venkateswara and got a
new Pushkarani constructed near the old one. This was named after him as "Achyuta
Rayala Koneru". In 19" Century this "Koneru" was transformed into a beautiful
garden or "Udyanavanam" by the mahants of Hathiramyi Math. Towards the south-
side of pratima mantapam we can see the stone statues of king Achyuta Devaraya
and his wife Varadaji Amman.

Sadastva Raya (1543-1576 A.D.), the son of Achyuta Deva Raya's brother
visited Tirumala only once. He was responsible for abolition of Devadasi system
prevailed during that time 1n the temple. The chief minister or Pradhana Mantri of
Sadasiva Raya was Tirumala raya. This man was responsible for the construction
of Tirumalaraya mantapam in Tirumala temple 1 1561 A.D. This exists towards
left side of Dhwaja Stambha adjacent to Ranganathamantapam. During the reign
of Sadasivaraya the famous " Tallikota war" occurred and with this the Vijayanagara
kingdom got disintegrated. The heirs of Aliya Ramaraya dynasty ruled for some
years with Penugonda and Chandragiri as capitals.

Between 1565-1571 A.D., there was lot of confusion and anarchy in
Vijayanagar. Thirumala Devaraya the brother of Aliya Rama Raya ruled between
i.e. 1571-1572 A.D. for one year. After him, his sons Sri Ranga Raya (1572-1585
AD) and Venkatapati Rayas (1585-1614A.D.) followed. Venkatapathi Raya shifted
his capital to chandragiri. During Tallikota War the treasury (Kosagaram) of
Vijayanagara kings became empty. Hence Venkatapathi Raya had to depend on the
income of Tirumala Venkateswara. He was the first king to use the income of
Venkateswara Swami to meet his personal expenditure. The king got the words. "Sr1
Venkatesaya namaha" on his coins to get rid of the sin of spending temple's income.
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Venkatapathi Raya died in 1614 A.D. Later Sri Ranga Deva Raya the Il ruled
between 1614-1619 A.D , Rama Deva Raya between 1619-1629 A.D Venkatapathi
Deva Raya III between 1630-1642 A.D. Sri Ranga Deva Raya the 111 between
1642-1678 A.D. All these kings ruled the Chandragir: kingdom

In 1628 A.D. a king by name Matla Kumara Ananta Raya gotabig gopuran.l
constructed for Govindaraja temple in Tirupati.

Between 1565-1665 A.D. there was civil war for the sake of the throne in the
country. There was lot of unrest and anarchy Fear of dacoits was there. Due to this,
devotees feared to climb the Tirumala hill for the darshan of Swami. This in turn
led to decrease in the income of the temple. In 1665 Nawab of Golkonda appropri-
ated Karnataka kingdom along with Tirumala.

Historical records say that Tirumala was under the control of Golkonda Nawabs
between 1665-1751 A.D. Dunng the reign of Golkonda Nawabs there was some
stability 1n the country. Till the entry of the Nawabs of Golkonda Tirumala was
under the control of the local chieftans. The Golkonda Nawabs shifted the respon-
sibility of the mamtenance of the temple to Telugu people. Golkonda Nawabs started
the tradition of paying some amount of temple income to the governn.ent. Every
year considerable amount was paid to the Nawab of Golkonda in the form of tax

Between 1686-1689 A.D. Mughal King Aurangajeb mvaded south India and
caused lot of destruction to Bijapur and Golionda kingdoms. He extended his ter-
nitory up to Tiruchirapalli. During that time Tirumala came under the control of
Arcot Nawab or Karnataka Nawab. He was under the control of Hyderabad Nizam
During that time Todarmalji, the friend of Hyderabd Nizam visited Tirumala hill
along with his mother and wife. He got the statues of his mother Maata Mohande
and wife Pitaabibi installed in the temple. In 1707 A.D. king Aurangazeb died and
Mughal Kingdom came to an end. Maharastrians or Maratha people gained power
Baji Rao conquered South India and collected tax. He collected tax from Nizam
Nawab also. Baji Rao visited Tirumala in 1740 A.D. along with his mother and
wife and worshiped Lord Venkateswara

During the reign of Mughal Kings Tirumala came under the control of Arcot
Nawabs who were also called Kamnataka Nawabs. They were the followers of
Hyderabad Nizam, and the Nizam was the feudatory of Aurangajeb.

After the death of Aurangajeb, British and French People faught for business
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purpose. With their divide and rule policy they could establish themselves in India At
that juncture Karnataka nawab Anwaruddin died, and there was war between
Mahammadali and Chandasaheb for the throne. In that war the British supported
Mahammadali and Robert Clive the English army commander tried to capture the fort
of Arcot in 1751 A.D. During that war British wanted money. This was sent to them
from the income of Tirumala temple as per the direction and order of Mahammdali.

Later Mahammdal: became Nawab of Karnataka. For the help extended to
him by the British, Mahammdali arranged some part of the income of Tirumala
Temple to the British government. From that time onwards British collected two
and Half lakhs as rent from Tirumala temple. When the East India Company suc-
ceeded in dethroning the Karnatak Nawab i 1801 A.D. the administration of
Tirumala temple also came under its control.

In the year 1821 A D the East India Company appointed an officer by name
Bruce for the management of Tirumala Tirupati Devasthnams. This officer formu-
lated appropriate rules for administration of Tirumala temple which was called
Bruce's code. This code was consisted of 42 provisions according to which the
management of the temple was carried out by the company.

In the year 1843 A.D. the East India Company gave the responsibility of man-
aging Tirumala Tiruapati Devasthanams to the Mahants of Hathiramji Math. The
construction of few choultries, and repairs to the pushkarani of Govindarajaswamy
were undertaken by them.

In the year 1857 A.D. the rule of East India Company came to an end, and in
its place the rule of Queen Victoria came into existence. In 1933 A.D. the British
Government gave the responsibility of managing Tirumala Tirupati Temples to a
Trust Board with a special Legislative Act.

"Venkatadri samam sthanam brahmande nasti kincana
Venkatesa samo devo na bhuto na bhavisyati"

"There is no place equal to Venkatadri in the whole Universe. A God equal to
Venkatesa never has been there and never will be there".

AT+ D



JEWELLED SPLENDOURS OF SRINIVASA

V. SREESAN

Lord Venkateswara of Tirumala, throughout the ages, has served as a refuge
for people in distress. The Katyavalambita pose of the Lord is a living testimony to
His Immeasurable Grace and compassion The Lord of Seven Hills represents the
very embodiment of all that we hold as sacred and is a repository of the true reli-
gion of the Upanishads, through whom the mighty genius of the Eternal, otherwise
expressible, exhibits itself as a living symbol of that great mystery of the universe
which transcends all process of thought and encompasses the whole corpus of cre-
ation 1n a mighty and Real Oneness.

When one surrenders to Him success is inevitable, and one has only to be
borne on to the Ultimate secure and safe in His refuge. As Vedanta Desika empha-
sizes 1n His masterpiece 'Daya Satakam', Lord Srinivasa 1s the quintessence of Daya.

One of the sacred names of Lord Srintvasa 1s the Lord who possesses 'nitya
yauvana or eternal youth- Nitya Yauvana murtyaya namaha (surrender unto Lord
Srintvas who 1s eternally young) Therefore, the very vision of His form conduces
to the fulfillment of all human desires (Akhilartha labha) The great Alwars too
stress the eternally beautiful form of Lord Venkateswara and ever revel in His com-
pany 1n the course of ther trance. To the devotees His beauty appears to be the
outer vesture and manifestation of the divine bliss Therefore, the Lord's magmfi-
cently lovable, young and eternal Archa form is a clear invitation to all the souls in
bondage to avail of the opportunity to enjoy divine bliss.

It is, therefore, no wonder why the kings and commoners vied with each other
n decorating Lord Srinivasa with scintillatingly beautiful ornaments.

In this paper I shall confine myself to the offerings of jewellery made by the royal
devotees to enhance that ethereal beauty of Lord Srinivasa in their own humble way.

As we go through epigraphical records published by T.T.Devasthanams, we
find that the temples of Tirumala- Tirupati enjoyed the highest fame and prosperity
during the Pallvas, Cholas and the Yadavarayas and its grandeur reached its peak
during the Vijayanagar period. The inscriptions clearly indicate that the shrine of
Lord Venkateswara at Tirumala enjoyed the patronage of sovereigns and chiefs.
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One of the earliest inscriptions found on the north wall in the first prakara of
Tirumala temple belongs of Samavar alias Kadavan Perundevi, queen of
Saktivitankan. She was the daughter of a Pallava chief. This epigraph can be as-
cribed to third quarter of the 10th century.

This princess not only offered a silver image of Sri Venkatesa and nstituted
festivals but also presented a crown contaming 23 diamonds, 16 pearls, 2 big cen-
tral rubies and 3 cut rubies.

Samavai also offered two ornaments in the shape of the makara and a pair of
coral koppu, one belt of gold, one girdle with 4 rubies, 4 bracelets set with 2 cut
rubies, 4 circular ornaments to adorn the holy neck, two solid anklets of gold set
with precious stones, corals and pearls and two anklets with belts and one luminous
disc of silver with one big central ruby using 47 kalanju of gold.

Another eariy inscription belongs to the period of Rajaraja I. In fact, the epi-
graph was re-engraved under orders of Vira Narasimha Yadavaraya after the reno-
vation of the north wall n the first prakara of Tirumala where it was originally
found. Accordingly to this inscription, the queen of Parantaka II surnamed Sundara
Chola presented to Sri Venkateswara a padakam, a plate for the forehead set with 6
rubies, 4 diamonds and 28 pearls.

Another notable inscription belonging to the thirteenth century records the
placing of a gilded kalasam over the Ananda Nilaya Vimana of Sri Venkateswara
shrine by JatavarmanSundara Pandya I

We find an interesting nscription belonging to Saluva Narasimha's time. Saluva
Narasimha who ruled from 1445 to 1504 had been a semi- independent chief in the
south. He became the prime minister and general of the Sangama line of Vijayanagara
empire. Later by dint of his astute political skill and military strategy Saluva
Narasimha became the de facto ruler of the empire.

He had a trusted spiritual leader called Kandadai Ramanuja Ayyangar. It ap-
pears that the king had given a free hand to Ramanuja Ayyanagar in the administra-
tion of his Ramanujakutam for which Saluva Narasimha had granted lands and
villages.
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No. 628 of T.T.D. mscriptions records an agreement entered into between
Kandadai Ramanuja Ayyangar and the Sthanattar or managers of Tirumala Temple
for the necessary repairs, renewal and new preparation of jewels, gold vessels and
silver vessels of Sri Venkateswara. It is evident that Tirumala Temple received
large number of gifts in the form of jewellery even in those days and the arrange-
ment made by the temple trustees and a royal preceptor for the preparation and
repairs of these valuable articles was probably fulfilling a longfelt need.

Krishnadevaraya was one of the 1llustrious emperors of Vijayanagar who
enriched Tirumala Temple with His fabulous offerings. There are over 50 inscrip-
tions belonging to himself and his two queens, Chinnajidevi and Tirumaladevi.
They register personal gifts and direct gifts made during their visits between 1513
and 1524 to the temple of Lord Venkateswara whom the king considered as His
Patron Deity.

He paid his first visit to Tirumala m 1513 along with his two queens. On this
occasion he presented a kiritam of gold set with nine kinds of gems and 25 silver
plates for waving lights of camphor. Stmularly, his two queens presented a golden
cup apiece for offering milk for God.

During his second visit to Tirumala in the same year he offered a number of
ornaments to the Lord and three small crowns for the processional images of Sri
Venkateswara, Sri Devi and Bhu Devi.

However, epigraphs do not mention about any offering of jewellery made by
Krishnadevaraya during his third visit to Tirumala m the same year.

After the capture of the Udayagiri fort, he paid hi, obeisance to his tutelary
deity for the fourth time in 1514. This time he had performed not only
kanakabhisekam to Tiruvengadanatha with 30,000 varahas but also presented some
ornaments for Him. Of his two queens who accompanied him to Tirumala,
Chinnajidevi presented a padakam (pendent) and a kanthamala (necklace ) while
Tirumaladevi also presented a padakam and other offerings.

Krishnadevaraya's fifth visit to Tirumala took place in 1517 after subduing
the Gajapati King. Paying homage to the Lord on this occasion he gave a necklace
and a padakam for Him and offered 30,000 varahas for gilding Ananda Nilaya
Vimana.
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According to an inscription No. 697 of 1922 from Kamalapuram in the Bellary
District Krishnadevaraya visited Srivari temple for the sixth time along with Tirumala
devi within five weeks after the gilding of the Vimana in 1518.

For the seventh and the last time Krishnaraya visited Tirumala and offered
worship in 1521. He presented a pritambaram set with nine kinds of gems, a cap
with pearls, diamonds, emeralds and sapphires embedded into it, fly whisks set
with the nine kinds of gems, a padakam and 10,000 varahas and a navaratna
padakam through his queen Tirumala Devi.

Achyutaraya, the half brother and successor of Krishnadevaraya, was an equally
great devotee of Lord Tiruvengadanatha. Although the king did not pay frequent
visits to Tirumala, he also made presents i the form of precious jewellery. On
January 31, 1533 he worshipped the Lord in the company of his queen Varadaj
amman and his son Kumara Venkatadri. Besides performing maha danas the king
presented to God Venkateswara a big garment for the body fully decked with pearls,
rubies, emeralds and diamonds, four pon valaiyams, a pair of uchachippa set with
gems for the head, a kuttam ornament with diamonds for the top of the crown, a
long string of pearls and other jewels consisting of differently shaped gold beads
and nuts. It was also 1n thus historic occasion that he conducted himself the Archana
for Sm Venkateswara while the Archakas recited the Srinivasa Sahasranama. An-
other significant offering was made by Penukonda Virappan who was royal officer
in January 1536. He presented a cup of pure gold of 10 carats weighting 330 pago-
das valued at 5000 panams for Sri Venktesvara. Four years later, the same officer
presented to the Lord a silver plate weighing 1010 pagodas and a silver cup weight-
ing 900 pagodas

Though Sadasivaraya was also a staunch devotee of Lord Srinivasa inscrip-
tions donot mention any gift of jewellery made by him to Tiruvengadanatha. He
however renovated temples and granted villages to the temple of Lord Venkateswara.

We find a lone inscription relating to the presentation of a gold necklace to the
Lord belonging to Venkatapatiraya's time. The donor was Rajasri Sivaraja
Ramachandra Yatamatara Dabirsa. Apart from these offerings mentioned in the
Inscriptions, many royal families of Gadwal, Mysore etc., have poured their
bejewelled offerings in utter humility to the Lord of Seven Hills. It is a matter of
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historical interest that a Musilim devotee donated 108 golden flowers n 1984, prov-
ing beyond doubt that Lord Srinivasa is the Universal God who is beyond the
barriers of language, creed and nationality.

Though there is a dearth of information about the presentation of ornaments
by ordinary devotees, there is no doubt that Srivari temple should have received a
large number of precious jewellery even in those days from common people. It1s a
matter of joy that the Lord is presented with valuable ornaments 1n the form of
necklaces, bangles, waistbelts, anklets studded with precious stones even today. In
this regard, we are happy to know that the T.T.D employees have also presented to
the Lord an attractive yagnopavita befitting His glory.

T P



LORD VENKATESWARA-THE UNIVERSAL GODHEAD
Prof. C. Vijaya Raghavacharyulu

In the formidable pantheon of Vedic and Hindu Gods, Lord Venkateswara, the
Presiding Deity of Seven Hills 1s the most enticing and alluring lustre n Kali Yuga.
It is a spiritual solace and abidiny attraction to spend some time at the Lotus feet of
Lord Venkateswara 1n general, and during the period of Lord's Brahmotsavams in
particular, since they are associated with pomp, piety and grandeur unique in the
world, thus qualifying Him to the title of Brahmandadhipathi - the Cosmic Godhead
or the Umversal Godhead. This paper aims at envisaging Him from this point of
view,

Antiquity of the Temple

The shrine of Sr1 Venkateswara 1s one of the foremost sacred Srivaisnava
temples of South Ind1a, the other temples being Srirangam, Kanchi and Melkote. The
tradtions concerning the temple are found in twelve puranas. The earliest mention
of the shrine was made 1n Tolkappiam (2nd Cen B.C). Ten of the twelve Alvars of
Srivaishnava sampradaya sang glorifying the Lord of Tirumala.

Though Lord Venkateswara 1s a Hindu Deity He has a special appeal for ev-
ery individual who comes to know of Him. The great Acaryas, begmning from
Nathamuni had been closely associated with the worship on the Hill A great grand-
son of Nathamuni, known as Tirumala Nambi devoted himself to the service of
Lord Srinivasa. Later on his nephew, Sr Ramanuya the great reformer and precep-
tor, undertook the task of establishing the daily ritual and modes of worship 1n the
shrine which are in vogue even today

Lord Srinivasa 1s the sovereign symbol of all glorious things and the embod:-
ment of all the auspicious qualities to be pursued in this world by the seekers. He 1s
also a prosperous Bank for those who bank on Him for their material needs.

"Sriyah Kantaya Kalyana Nidhaye Nidhayerdhinaam"

Sri Venkatacala Mahatmyam, an integral part of Sri Varaha Purana 1s the chief
source of historical and epical information, which unfolds the physical, mystical,
metaphysical and the spiritual secrets of Tirupati-Tirumala. This pious place is known
as Adivaraha kshetra in the puranas. Lord Venkateswara dwells here with His con-
sorts-Sridevi and Bhudevi-in His Vaksasthala Being seated on the top of Seven
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Hills overviewing the resplendent terrain around, He is called the Lord of Seven
Hills- Saptagirisa. The pristine glory of this Temple in Tirumala is inseparably in-
tertwined with so many kings, royal dynasties, Srivaisnava saints and singers called
Alvars and Acharyas from different parts. Their devotional hymns and prayers echo
the supreme splendour of Lord Venkateswara and Venkatacalam.

Devotees all over the world believe that the Sacred Shrine of Lord
Venkateswara 1s the Abode of Bliss-Ananda Nilaya, and no wonder, there is none
who does not contemplate a pilgrimage to this historical and eternal shrine and
eagerly look forward to being blessed by the divine grace of the Lord, no matter
which sampradaya or rehigious denomination one belonged to. One comes across
the concourse of devotees from different countries and continents queuing up in the
cornidors of Vaikuntham, at the threshold of the Mahadvaram praying for His Grace
to fulfill their various desires.

"Dhatei sute vihaga raaja mrugadhi raja,
Nagadhi raja, gaja raja, hayadhi raja,
Svasvadhikara mahimadhikam ardhayante
Jayebhava! Vijayebhava! Varadobhava!"

Oh Lord! When You go out, Garuda, the king of birds, Simha, the king of
beasts, Adisesa, the king of serpents, Airavata, the king of elephants, and
Uchchaisrava, the king of horses beg of You the privilege, power and authority to
carry You on them. Lord of Sri Venkatacala! Godspeed to You! The various heads
of governments prostrate at your feet for empowering them and conferring on them
the caliber to get their orders executed.

"Kandarpa darpa hara sundara divya murte!
Kantha kucamburuhakutmala lola drste!
Kalyana nirmala gunakara Divyakirte !
Jayeibhava! Vijayabhava! Varadobhava!"

Lord! You are prettier than the Cupid, the Lord of love and romance. Yow
eyes are like petals of lotus, you are like the home of all the Divine distinctions and
qualities-auspicious and tremendous. All Glory to you, the Lord of Seven Hills!

Lord Mahavishnu is the only supreme Lord and all the other godheads are the
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subordinate participants in the process of Divine design of things-i.e. creation, pres-
ervation and destruction of the universe - according to the Vedas and Upanisads.
The Narayana Suktam and Mantra Puspam declare the unquestionable suzerainty
of Lord Vishnu over all the things in the universe. Lord Venkateswara 1s the incar-
nation of Lord Mahavishnu 1n Kali Yuga.

"Venkatadri samam sthanam brahmande nasti kincana
Venkatesa samo devo nabhuto nabhavisyati"  -Brahmanda puraanam

There is no place in the Universe so sacred as Venkatadri-Tirumala. There could
be no God as Sri Venkateswara either in the past or in the future. The Para brahman in
the form of Lord Venkateswara rules the universe from atop the Tirumala Hill. "Tiru'
means sacred 'Malai' means 'mountain’. It 1s also called 'Sriparvata' 1.e. the Hills that
grant prosperity. 'Venkatam' is the other name of this Hill. 'Vem' means sins; 'katam’
means the act of burning or destroying. Thus, the Lord 1s fittingly called 'Sr:
Venkateswara'. The mere worship of the Seven Hills removes all sins and grants
salvation, according to the songs of Alvars, Acaryas and the Haridasas of Kamataka.

The hills along with the hill of Ahobilam, and range of hills at Srisailam con-
stitute the body of Adisesha (the Great Serpant), on which Lord Vishnu reclines in
Sri Vaikuntham. These hills look like a huge Cobra with its hoods raised, from top.
Annamacharya extolled the majesty of the Seven Hills and eulogized in his various
lyrics. It is said that Srikalahasthi 1s the mouth; Tirumala 1s the head; Ahobilam is
the back and Srisailam 1s the tail of Adisesha. Present Tirumala is also known as
"Vrushabhachala' in Kritha Yuga; 'Anjanachala’ in Treta Yuga; 'Seshachala’ in
Dwapara Yuga; and as 'Venkatachala' in Kali Yuga- 'KalauVenkata Naayak:" - Lord
Venkatewara is the Lord Vishnu in Kali Yuga.

The number Seven has great significance from puranic, spiritual and secular
points of view, though the Seven Hills only matter now. The Seven Hills are
Venkatadri, Anjanadri, Narayanadri, Vrisabhadri, Niladri, Garudadri and Sesadri-
symbolically the 'Sapta Vyahrtis' of Gayatri, and 'Sapta Kandas' of Ramayana, 'Sapta
Chakras' in the body and 'Sapta Rushis' and so on.

Lord Srimannarayana gives Darsan and continues to shower His Grace in
abundance on the devotees in the form of 'Archavatara' Sri Venkateswara in 'Ananda
Nilaya. He is the proven Deity of the Kali Yuga who is readily answering the prayers
of countless devotees with earthly and eternal pleasures.
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Sri Venkatesvara as Eternal Godhead.

Abundant epigraphical testimony about the antiquity of the temple is avail-
able, as it is believed that the temple has existed from very ancient times and it is
said that Sri Venkateswara 1s referred to even in Rigveda.

According to Sr1 Venkatacala Mahatmyam Lord Vishnu revealed Himself 1n
the earlier incarnation as Varahasvami on the northern portion of Srivari Puskarim
at Tirumala. So, the temple of Varahasvami is believed to be older than the Temple
of Lord Venkateswara and claims precedence in worship and Nivedana. It may be
for this reason that Tirumala 1s called Ad: Varaha Kshetra.

Lord Venkateswara dazzles during Brahmotsavams, especially on the fifth
day when He 1s taken m processton on the Garuda Vahanam The Garuda Seva is
the climax of the nine- day long festival of pomp, piety, grandeur and glitter Garuda
1s the trusted lieutenant of Lord Visnu. He carries Him on his shoulders and never
leaves his master even for a while and carries out his master's orders instantly and
ungrudgingly however risky the job 1s. Garuda, the embodiment of Vedic metre
Chandomaya declares while carrying Lord Srinivasa on him thus:

"Satyam satyam punah satyam na devo Venkatesvarat
Brahmande nasthi yath kincit nabhutam na bhavisyatt”
"Na vedantat param sastram na devo Venkatesvarat

na Vaikuntat Parandhama' na girehi Venkatatparaha"

There is no greater science than Vedanta, no greater God than Venka.sswara,
no greater place than Vaikuntha, and no greater mountain than Venkatacala either
1n the past or in the future. Tirumala is the Vaikunta in Kali Yuga. This ancient
temple town has now been transformed into a miniature umverse. Thousands of
pilgnims thronging the hoary premises of the temple transform the picturesque hill
into a global village cutting across the barriers of the lineage and language, region
and religion, age and gender, and the country and the continent. It is a wonder to
listen to these variegated pilgrims soaked in an ecstasy of divine joy lining up in
discipline and decorum all along the route and at halting or vantage points to have
close glimpse of the Diety with the reverberating chants of Govinda Govinda rent-
ing the air. Lord Malayappasvami seen in processional form-Utsava Murti me
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mering the pilgrims with His grandeur. He is the most affluent of the Lords in the
universe both in secular and spiritual sense and His temple is naturally the world' s
most prosperous temple. The flood of royal endowments and benefactions, fabu-
lous collections of very rare and precious ornaments whose antique value is beyond
anybody's guess.

On any given day, the Mula Virat (main deity) is adorned with not less than a
100 kg. of gold, diamond and pearl ornaments. 'Makara Kanthi','Lakshmi Haram',
'Saligrama Haram', 'Surya Katar1', (i.e. the golden sword) believed to have been
presented to the Lord by the Sun God) are of immense antique value, their history
being rooted in legends. A recently made diamond crown worth Rs. 30Crore, the
Naagaabharanam, sankhu-cakram, katihastham and abhaya hastham are some of
the other priceless ornaments decorated on the MulaVirat.

The 'golden dhoti' (peethambaram) made of pure gold laces is the heaviest of
all His costumes, weighing about 40 k.g. The main deity is now decked with this
golden dhoti nowadays on main festive occasions.

More than 150 k.g. of pure gold is used to provide a gold metal cover to the
exquisite 'Ananda Nilaya Vimanam', the granite canopy over the Garbhalayam.
The abode of Lord Srinivasa is a happy blend of spiritual and secular aspects. Real
national integration and the Universal congregation providing an eternal panacea
for all ills and evils that plague the mankind. It also echoes the great ideal of
vasudhaika kutumbam- one universal family, Lord Venkateswara as the Father and
we, as His beloved children

"Aham durataste padambhoja yugma... Venkatesa"

May I seek the little favour, My Lord! I came from far away to worship your
Lotus Feet! Please grant me the fruits of daily and instant worship (that you grant to
your Archakas) though ours is a one-time worship elsewhere!

At a time when spiritual values are changing for the worse, when nations are
seeking to vie with one another in forging forces of destruction, when peace, plea-
sure and affluence are slowly diminishing in the world, at this most critical juncture
in the history of the world, may the brahmanadadhipati Lord Venkateswara is the
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only redeemer to save the mankind from the scourge. Ananda Nilaya Vimana re-
mind us of the true heritage of India and of the celestial bliss that is the birth-nght
of everyone in this sacred country! Being the unique temple of global worship 1t is
a temple of tremendous attraction that it 1s held in veneration by more devotees
than even Lourdes of France and the celebrated cathedrals of Spain and Portugal or
the Vatican City in terms of the daily visitors or pilgrims managed by a non-gov-
emment body. It 1s apt to describe Lord Venkateswara as the Universal God who
readily responds to the prayers of every soul anywhere and everywhere.

"Sriyankantaya kalyana mdhaye mdhayerdhinam
Sri Venkatanivasaya Srinivasaya mangalam"

AT DS



TWO INTERESTING FORMS OF VISHNU - A STUDY
Dr. D. Kiran Kranth Choudary

Various Vaishnava sculptures, Dasavatara sculptures, Bhagavata scenes and
Gajendramoksa scenes, are found represented on the pillars of the mandapas of the
Tirumala temple. There is one rare sculpture wherein Vishnu is represented on the
shoulders of Hanuman 1t is perhaps to indicate that Rama is no other than Vishnu.
In this paper an attempt is made to study the sculptures of Adimurt: and Narasimha
because of their uniqueness.

Adimurti form 1s one of the manifestations of Vishnu. Vishnu 1n this form is
normally represented sitting upon Adisesha, with his right leg hanging and the left
one folded and resting upon the seat The figure should be in coral-red. The four
armed image 1s decorated with various ornaments. One of the right hands rests
upon the seat while a left hand 1s stretched out upon the left knee. The remaining
two hands hold the cakra and sankha. Adisesha may be shown with five or seven
hoods. To the right of Adimurt: Brahma 1s sage Bhrigu and to the left, Siva and
Markandeya are represented in reverential attitude. An image of Adimurt: found at
Nuggehalli, Karnataka, tallies totally to the above description.

However, in the Tirumala Temple there is an interesting sculpture of Adimurt:
in sthanaka posture. He 1s shown standing 1n samabhanga on the coils of Adisesa
and 1ts five hoods are shown 1n the form of a canopy over the head of the Lord. The
lower right and left hands are shown in abhaya and kati poses. The upper hands
hold sankha and cakra. Thus it deviates in all respects from the features of Adimurti
form of Visnu, perhaps it is an imitation of Sri Venkateswara, 1n all respects.

In the Tirumala Temple complex various forms of Narasimha are found. Yoga-
Narasimha is found represented in the utkutika posture. A yogapatta is keeping his
legs in position and going around the back of the body. The back hands carry the
sankha and cakra. The lower hands are out-stretched and kept over the knees. He
wears kiritamakuta. However, the Silparatna gives a different description. Accord-
ing to it, the cakra and the sankha should be shown near the out-stretched hands.
The other two hands should hold the gada and the padma.

Lakshmi Narasimha : This form 1s one of the most popular forms. Laksmi is
shown seated on the left lap of Narasimha The upper hands hold the sankha and
cakra. The lower left is passed round the hip of Laksmi while the lower right is kept
in abhaya.
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In another example Narasimha along with Lakshmi is shown dancing. This
type of sculptures are also found at Ahobilam.

Two representations of Sthanaka Narasimha are found on the pillars of the
kalyana mandapa. In one of the examples the four armed God 1s shown seated in
ardhaparyanka posture. His front hands are opening the belly of Hiranya. The back
hands hold the sankha and cakra. The ferociousness 1s clearly indicated in the face,
of the lord. In another rare example of Sthanaka Narasimha, the god 1s represented
with sixteen hands. He is seated in ardhaparyanka pose and the head of Hiranya is
on the right lap of the god. Two of the hands are shown as ripping open the stomach
of Hiranya. One pair of hands is shown drawing out the entrails in the form of a
garland. One of the other pairs of hands hold the demon by the head and the legs.
The remaining hands hold sankha, cakra, sword, shield, etc. This sculpture tallies
with the description given in the Vaikhanasagama
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A BRIEF NOTE ON THE PORTUGUESE'S ATTEMPT TO
PLUNDER ,
TIRUMALA TEMPLE AND MEASURES TAKEN TO ITS
PROTECTION '

Mallam Veerender

The hill shrine of Tiruvengadam was always protected well by the sovereigns
of South India. No single incide1t was ever recorded to show that the temple was
plundered. Evidence is however found regarding attempts made in the eighteenth
century to plunder this great temple which were successfully foiled by the company's
forces. An effort is made 1n this paper to bring this event into limelight. Portuguese
records preserve some interesting details about Tirumala, among which one is the
episode under study.

Tirumala is considered impregnable for its natural encasing of high range
hills. Trekking to Tirumala, crossing its several contours with an ulterior motive is
a formidable task. So the rulers also sought shelter in Tirumala at the time of
retreats and anarchies Tirumalaraya (1570-72 A.D.) of Aravidu dynasty of
Vijayanagara made his retreat to Tirumala with all his paraphernalia after the defeat
and death of his elder brother Ramaraya in the Talikota battle (1565 A.D.). Accord-
ing to Couto, Tirumalaraya, "with all hs outfit left for the interior, and stored ev-
erything in the palace of Tremil (Tirumala) : for it was very well fortified on an
impregnable mountam.. ". Even Lord Ranganatha was brought from Srirangam to
Tirumala for safe custoday and was worshipped here for about 40 years, when
Malik Kafur's invasion of the South took place roughly about 1327 to 1371 A.D.

Such was the Tirumala's environ where the Lord of Tiruvengadam was well
protected by the encircled mountains. The Pasuram of Tirumangai Alvar praises
that Tiruvengadamalai is well circumspect by fortified hills.

Tiruvengadamalai, the abode of the Lord Venkatesvara besides safeguarding
its Deity, protected the interests of all, whenever they approached and sought ref-
uge.

As such, when the Portuguese also made an attempt to sack the great temple
of Tirumala, purely for lust of gain, it was well thwarted. The incident, as narrated
by Faria Y Sousa in the year 1544, was thus : Governor (of Goa), Martim, Alfonso
de Sousa, thought of sending a flest of 45 ships under 27 captains to the eastern
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coast to plunder the temple of Tremele (Tirumala) ... in which it was said, heaps of
gold and riches were stored, says Henry Heras. (Henry Heras., op.c t.p.p. 60-1)

Sewell relates this even to 1545 when the Governor of Goa made ready a
large fleet and a force of 3000 men, but kept all his preparation secret, for a very
good reason. His object was to sail round the coast to Santhome, near Madras, land
his troops, march inland, and sack the great temple of Tirumala or Tirupati, purely
for lust of gan. Luckuly, a severe storm prevented him form setting sail, but he
plundered and destroyed some rich temples on the western coast ... .This was a
mere wanton attack ... for there has never been any pretense that the peace loving
Brahmanas attached to these temples had in any way offended or interfered with
the Portuguese. (Robert sewell, A Forgotten Empire, 1991, p. 178)

According to Danvers, as recorded, "The Government (of Goa) fitted out a
fleet of forty-five sail, with a force of 3000 seamen and soldiers. The object of this
expedition, which was kept as secret as possible, was to rob the Pagoda of Tremele,
twelve miles inland from St. Thome Meliapore, in the kingdom of Bisnaga. In this,
the Governor was disappointed, as owing to stress of weather, he was unable to
carry out the project undertaking.... Martim Alfonso then went to Tebelicate, near
Caleconlan, and sacked some pagodas there, after where he returned to
Goa....(Frederic Charles Danvers, The Portuguese in India 1988, i p 463-64).

It appears that the stress of weather is not the real cause for their disappointment
and return to Goa. But there 1s a sound reason for their retreat. According to Correa,
"Say that the reason of this change of plan was because the Governor had been in-
formed that his purpose was known at Vijayanagara, and accordingly many soldiers
had assembled at Tirupati to resist the Portuguese attacks." (Henry Heras, The Aravidu
dynasty op. c.t.t)

Now we turn to the events that took place after 1543 A.D. The expedition of south
and its coasts by the great generals Vittala and Chinna Timma, the cousins of Ramaraya
is of much importance in this regard. The expedition is aimed not only for the control of
proselytizing activities of Roman Catholic missionaries in the pearl fishery coast, sup-
ported by the Portuguese Governor of Goa, Martim Alfonso de Sousa, but for another
great cause to avenge suitably the Governor of Goa, who took delight in desecrating
and plundering Hindu Temples. Martim Alfonso de Sousa assumed his office as Gover-
nor of Goa in the year 1543 A.D., succeeding Vasco da Gama.
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The timely action that likely might have been initiated by the then king Sn
Sadasivaraya, who averted the great devastation to the Tirumala Temple. Ramaraja
Vittala and Ramaraja-Chinna Timma have been assigned to a great cause by the
Sadasivaraya. While China Timma appears to be guarding the towns of Tirupat:
and Tirumala with his troops. Vittala appears to have proceeded to the west coast to
offend the Governor of Goa. The victory over the Portuguese is recorded in the
Sivatattva Ratnakara of Kelad: Basava. (Krishnaswamy Ayyangar. S., sources of
Vijayanagara History 1986, P.337) Krishnaswami Ayyangar observes that these
expeditions must have been taken place before the year 1544-45 A.D., quite possi-
bly. The reason for the expedition against Portuguese is not furnished in the
Sivatattva Ratnakara. However, 1t can be assumed in all probability that the expedi-
tion is mainly aimed to avenge the Portuguese Governor of Goa for his atrocities
along the coastal regions.

Sivatattva Ratnakara says, "When the Portuguese (Parangis) became hostile
the emperor (Sadasivaraya) summoned Sankanna Nayaka once more for services
Placing him and his troops under the orders of his relative Vittalaraja he sent them
against the Parangis (Portuguese) of Goa The two generals completely defeated
the Portuguese, and capturing the Governor of Goa, brought him a prisoner to the
emperor..."

According to the poem, Vittala was associated with Sankanna Nayaka of
Keladi, with an aim to punish the Governor of Goa, quite likely Martim Alfonso de
Sousa. Heras also says, "....Tremele, a corrupted form of Tirumala... nevertheless
the likeness of the name and the celebrity of that temple in the whole southern
India, inclines me to identify the place that Martim Alfonso de Sousa contemplated
plundering with Tirupati". (Henry Heras op. cit, no-3, p.60) Some of the inscrip-
tions also attested the presence of Vittala in the regions of Kamataka, his journey
towards the west coast for the accomplishment of his object. An inscription from
Dharmapura in the Chitradurga district dated Oct, 1544 A.D. registers the exemp-
tion of taxes by Vittala deva Maha arssu. (Vijayanagar Inscriptions ii, KN-578).
Other one from Agali, Madakasira Taluk dated Nov, 1544 A.D. also records ex-
emption of taxes by Vittala.Third one from Doddaballapuram dated Feb, 1545A.D.
mentions gift of a village in Sivansamudra Sima to God Marakadeva, by the agent
for the affairs of Vittalesvara Mahaarasu. The record dated Feb, 1545 A.D. being
the latest suggests that the contest against Portuguese might have been started im-
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mediately afterwards. An important inscription which we come across, dated to
July, 1545 A.D., records certain specified offerings to Lord Venkatesvara with other
services and mstitution of Pallavotsava Tirunal by Vittalesvara Maharaja. (TTD
Inscrptions V,No. 51) This interesting record suggest that earlier to this date, the
campaign against Portuguese appears to have been ended and he paid a visit to
Tirumala to offer obeisance to the Lord. It is said that Dodda Sankanna of Keladi
was in rule during April 1545 A.D. succeeding his father Sadasiva Nayaka. (Gopal
B.R., A Note on the genealogy of the early chiefs of Keladi, studies in Kelady
History P. 27) It is informed that, Chinna Timma was the Governor of Chandragiri
1n the year 1545 A.D., referred to the remission of taxes by Sankara Nayaka
Linganayaka. (Henry Heras op. cit, p. 142) The dates of these officers which espe-
cially ranging from Feb, 1545 A.D to July 1545 A.D. imply that the expedition
against Portuguese appears to be completed, that may be between March and June,
1545 A.D.

Thus, it may be concluded that the Portuguese Governor was suitably pun-
1shed for his unlawful activities and his plan to rob the wealth of Tirumala Temple
was thwarted Ramaraja- Vittala and Dodda Sankanna Nayaka of Kelad1 and Vittala's
younger brother Chinna Timma, who was posted to guard the temple towns of
Tirupati and Tirumala. The event took place between March and June, 1545 A.D.,
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THE ROLE OF TIRUPPANI PILLAI AND
TIRUVENGADAM TEMPLE

Pemmasani Parandam

The administrative system of Tiruvengadam Temple (Tirumalai) is one of the
oldest and can be regarded as on par with Sri Ranganatha swamy Temple, Srirangam
and Varadaraja Perumal Temple, Kanchipuram. The inscriptions of Tirumala Temple
supply much information about the administrative machinery of the Temple, few of
the inscriptions are from Tiruchanur, where a Tiruvilankoyil or more likely a
Balalayam for Tiruvengadamudaiyan existed before tenth century. Unfortunately
these inscriptions are in fragment but provide some useful information regarding
the earlier system of admisistration of the Temple. The grants were made in the
name of Tiruvilankoyil Deity. We notice from the inscriptions, a term Srikaryam,
which occurs frequently in several of them .It appears that Srikaryam is one of the
highest officiating posts related to the temple administration. Srikaryam which lit-
erally means noble work, appears synonymous to Tiruppani in Tamil, which made
possible to understand that Srikaryam is one of the highest officiating posts of early
years and which probably includes several subsidiary wings for conducting
Kainkaryams and other services like building and irrigation works, raising gardens,
supplies to the stores, kitchen etc.

The names of such designators are not found in the early inscriptions, but few
names are found in the later nscriptions, especially after the advent of Ramanuya's
procedural code of practice in the eleventh century. The office of the Srikaryam in
the early years is to be ascertained by inference, that it was consisted of the mem-
bers from Srivaisnavas community (Emberumanadiyars) and learned persons from
the districts of the Nadu or Mandalams (Ganattarul Kurror).

As gleaned from the early inscriptions, the officers who are related to the
Tesmple constructions and other services are known as Srikaryam Makkal, Srikarya,,
Srikaryam Emberumanadiyar, Srikarya Tiruttuvor, Srikaryam Paravilanguvor. Out
of all, only two inscriptions provide the names of the donors Siyagam, (I, No:2)
likely a chieftain or an officer under Ko-Vijaya Danivikrama Varman (846 A.D.) of
Pallava dynasty who deposited gold for a light. The next (I No:4) belonging to the
period of ninth century, mentions Vijayaditya, a Bana chief making provisions for
food offerings to the Deity. Another two inscriptions which belong to tenth century
reveal the part of Madapatyam Seyvar which supposes that Srivaisnava heads of
various mutts, acting as Temple administrators.
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Ramanujacharya in the eleventh century, instituted the admimistrative machin-
ery consisting of several functionary heads in a more masterly and scientific man-
ner. The tradition says that the Acharya brought into existence the nucleus of a
managerial heads, comprising Senapati Jiyar, Tirumalai Nambi, Anantalvan, Araiyar
and Tiruppampillar The Jiyars also known as koyil-kelvi, among them one
Periyakoyil-kelvi appears to be Generalissimo of the entire Temple administrative
wings.

Tiruppanipillai :

The services or kainkaryams of Tiruppamipillar assumes much importance,
who as a Head of Temple building and renovation works, executed the works re-
lated to the Temple in a grand and splendid manner. He is one among the other
mmportant officials who 1s entitled to receive Temple honors . Tiruppanipillai owns
a house, mutt, flower garden and a pavilion or a mandapam at Tiruvengadam Be-
sides the constructional activities, he is authorized to conduct various festivals,
raising gardens, maintenance of pavilions, erecting Pendals duning festive occa-
stons, lighting perpetual lamps and more. May be for this reason he 1s assigned to
perform several services, accredited as "Samastha Vidha Kainkarya Nirvaha
Durandhararana Tiruppanipillai"

The village designated and earmarked as Tiruvunnaligaippuram, Madappuram,
Tiruppanippuram, Tiruppam-Sirmai, Tiruvidayattam cum Tiruppanippuram are
placed under the disposal of Tiruppanipillai, to meet the expenses of the Temple
construction, renovations and other maintenance charges with the income derived
from the said villages Such capitals derived are deposited nto the Tiruppani
Bhandaram under his control. There appears to be several assistants working under
Tiruppanipillai who are known as koyil kariyam (comprising Sirutanattu Panimagan

‘and Perutanattu Panimagan), Tiruppani Seyvar, Paniyal, Panimuraiyan, Sippiyar,
Soppaniduvar, Tiruppani-Bhandarattar and like wise. Tiruppanipillai was also
known as Tiruppanipillai-Emberumanadiyar and dasars.Certain Tiruppallanidasar
a desantari from Tiruppulaani, probably a place famous for skilled persons in temple
construction renovated the central shrine of Tirumala in the year 1245 A.D.
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The village grants and works :

Several villages are earmarked exclusively for constructional activities taken
up vy Siikaryam or Tiruppani pillai The services of Tiruppanipillai were not only
confined to the constructions and related works only, but extended to religious ac-
tivities too. Hence, he was styled as "Samastha Vidha Kainkarya Nirvaha
Durandhararana Tiruppanipilla”. Lakshmi kumara Tatacharya who rendered ser-
vices at Kanchi and other temples was styled as the "Srikarya Durandhara". The
works and services in variant nature attirbutes to such a fitle. A considerable num-
ber of inscriptions reveals such grants and services

Ins., II, No. 35, registers a grant of village Parandalur in Pottapinadu as
Madappuram by Vallabayadeva maharaja in the year 1468 A.D. to the Tiruppam
Bhandarattar to deposit the capital derived from the said village into Tiruppan:
Bhandaram, to spend for daily offerings to the deity and utiize the balance of the
income in construction and repair of the temple.

Ins., II, n0.79, mentions Saluva Narasimharaya's grant of the village Durga
Samudram as Tiruvidyattam-Tiruppanippuram 1n the year 1482 A.D. to the Pillai
Tiruppani Bhandarattar for construction of Gopuras at Tirumala and Tirupati and
Narasimharaya's mandapam and also for other building works.

Ins. II, No. 138, registers a deed in favour of Tiruppanipillai Emberumanar, to
deposit the capital derived from the Tiruvidayattam villages into Sri Bandaram and
one fourth share of 1t into Tiruppani Bhandaram for conducting various services
and festivals in the Rayar mandapam in the Senbaga Tiruchchurru n the reign of
Immadi Narasingaraya n the year 1504 A.D.

Ins., I, No.88, stipulates certain Tirupullani dasar, a desantari, who also appears as
Tiruppanipillai, renovated the central shrine comprising Garbagriham and adjunctures
with first prakaram in the reign of Vira Narasinga Yadavaraya (1245 A.D.)

Ins., I, No: 196, informs extensive renovation works in Tirumaha Mani
mandapam, Tirumuttam (Porch or Antaralam) from Kalkaram, kuradu (Stone su-
perstructure with joineries) up to the extent of the stupi (dome) with roof covering
with stone slabs as a single unit by Sri Madhava Dasar who also seems to be a
Tiruppanipillaiin the year 1417 A.D.
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Ins., 1, No.13, a fragment stipulates which likely to be renovation work taken
up in the Vaikunta vasal (Pradakshina Pada) and Periya Tiruvasal (Bangaru Vakili)
in Tirumala by Tiruppanipillai, may be under the direction of Kandadai Ramanuja
dasar.

The Honors to Tiruppanipillai :

According to Koyil olugu, Tiruppanipillai was entitled for temple honors speci-
fied as Tirtham Arulappadu. Such honors were Tirtam, Satari, Chandanam,
Prasadam etc. He was paid for some expenses known as Tirukkaivalakkam during
festivals and other occasions and entitled to the offering of Tambulam. T.T.D. in-
scriptions provide some details in this repect.

Ins., II, No.113, mentions one Appam for Tiruppanipillas. Ins., II, No: 115,
specifies five appa prasadams in front of his house during uri-adi festival. Ins., V,
No. 47 A, mentions one vadai padi to be offered in the mandapam of his own during
Kartigai Vanabojanam and one prasadam as Tirumanjanappadi to Tiruppanipillai.
Ins., I1I, No.29, mentions four Appams to Tiruppanipillai at the time of Tiruvolakkam
and Tiruppavadai during Tiruvadyayanam in the Nandavana Mandapa at
Mannasamudram tank. Ins., III, No.6, specified half prasadam as the share from the
offerings made to the Deity as granted on the occasion of Kanakabhishekam per-
formed by Srikrishnaraya in the year 1514 A.D. Ins., II,No.25, stipulates the quar-
ter portion of the prasadam, atirasam, chandanam, areca-nuts and betel leaves from
the offered prasadams as donor's share while certain offerings made to the
Venkatesvara and Garudalvar.

Ins., II,No.135, mentions five panams as Tirukkaivalakkam to Tiruppanipillai.
Ins., V, No.10, mentions one panam during Nityotsava-Tirumanjanam in the month
of Tai-masi for 30 days. Ins., IV, No.54, mentions 250 areca-nuts and 500 betel and
five panam for repair and maintenance of yagasala during Lakshmi Devi
Mahotsavam instituted by Achyuta deva Maharaya in the year 1535 A.D. Ins., IV,
No.67, stipulates one panam for erection of pendals during Chittirai Brahmotsavam
in the mandapam of Ellappa pillai in the year 1556 A.D. Ins., III, No. 18, mentions
three panam for maintenance of the mandapam in front of Senbaga Tiruvasal in the
year 1511 A.D. Ins., III, No.105, stipulates five panams during certain festivals, in
the mandapam of Karanika Basavarasar in the year 1515 A.D.
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The Epigraphs so for studied with regard to Tiruppanipillai Services, reveal
that he was an independent authority, but under the overall control of the Periya

Koyil kelvi or Periya Jiyar who was the chief executive of the entire administration
of Tiruvengadam Temple.

Tiruppanipillai was not on! an officer in charge of the construction and re-
pair work of the temple and other services like maintenance of lamps, gardens,
conduct of festivals but was also acting as a head of the sub-treasury (Tiruppani-
Bhandaram), controlling subordinate officers under him, maintaining pavilions or
mandapams during festivals Hence he was suitably honoured for the commitment
and devotion he showed in the discharge of hus duties.

AT WD -



TIRUMALA COINS FROM EPIGRAPHY AND EXCAVATIONS-A STUDY
Dr. V. Sakunthala
Tirumala-Tirupati has been an illustrious centre of Vaisnavism since medi-
eval times 1n the South in general and Andhra in particular Eleven hundred and
eighty inscriptions engraved on different parts of the Tirumala temple are of high
value for study of the political, cultural and the economic history of South India.
Majority of these epigraphs record donations made by various kings, queens, gen-
erals, other royal benefactors and common men for various purposes. The present
paper 1s aimed at studying the coins referred to in the inscriptions at Tirumala temple
and also the coins issued during the Vijayanagara period
Inscriptions of the temple provide us with interesting information regarding
the coins that were current during the periods of the Pallava, Chola, Telugu Pallavas,
Yadavarayas and Vijayanagara. They are Kalanju, Pon, Panam, Madai, Varaha,
Panam, Narpanam, Chakra panam, Rekhai-pan, Ganda-gopalan madai, Gatti
Varaham. All these coins are of gold.

Kalanju: It was used as a weight. This reference is available from the Pallava
and Chola inscriptions of the Tirumala temple. According to one of the inscriptions of
the Tirumala temple Raja Rajendras queen donated 52 kalanju of gold for making an
ornamental plate for the forehead of the Lord with 6 rubies, 4 diamonds and 28 pearls

Madai: This is also a gold coin mentioned only in one inscription issued by
Vijaya Gandagopala, the Telugu Pallava or Telugu Choda chieftain of Nellore. And
1t was named after him known as ganda-gopalan madai. One merchant Vaniyan
donated 3 madai for lampstand, 12 madai for camphor (Karpura-Vilakku), and 3
madai for appa-padi for the Lord during this period. During the Telugu Pallava
(Choda) period the religious charities were mostly 1n the form of lamp-lighting in
the presence of the presiding deity. This practice of lamp- ighting later on in the
Vijayanagara period was through the institution of festivals in the temples and cer-
tain services such as offering holy food to the deities.

Varaha-panam: This is also a gold coin issued by Ganda-gopala a Telugu Choda
chief.

Panam: Almost all the inscriptions refer to a panam, nar-panam, chakra panam,
rekhaipon.

Coins from the Excavations: The Vijayanagara kings who belonged to
Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and Aravidu dynasties issued a large number of coins.



380 Sri Venkateswara Vaibhavam

The coins depict different deities. The deities represented on the Vijayanagara coins
are Umamahesvara, Lakshminarayana, Balakrishna, Sri Rama, Venkatesa, Hanuman,
Vrisabha, Garuda, Elephant and Gandabherunda, etc. Thousands of coins from
hoards and other funds were discovered.

Venkatesa Coins: These coms portray Lord Venkatesvara either singly or
with his consorts Sridevi and Bhudevi. These coins were issued by Sri Rangaraya -
1, Venkatapatiraya -1I and Sri Rangaraya-II. Since the kings of the Aravidu dynasty
were staunch worshippers of Vishnu they depicted Lord Vishnu on their coins in
various forms as He was their tutelary deity .

Sri Ramaraya- I was the first ruler of the Aravidu dynasty to issue Venkatesa
type of coins. Venkatesvara 1s shown standing under an ornamental arch supported
by ornamental pillars. Same comn was issued by Krishnadevarya. Seventeen coins
were found in Cuddapah taluk, bearing Lord Venkatesvara's image. These coins
consisted of fifteen half pagodas and two pagodas. All these coins were issued by
Srirangaraya-1. Lord Venkatesa is shown standing in Samapada stanaka posture
under an ornamental arch with ornamental pillars.

Venkatapatiraya_II and Sri Rangaraya-III were the other rulers who issued
Venkatesa type of coins. 14 coins are in Hyderabad museum. The figure of the Lord
is shown under a plain arch supported by a pillar of dots.

Venkatapatiraya III(A.D. 1630), coins found at Channasandra, a village near
White field in Bangalore have on their obverse Lord Venkatesa standing with Sridevi
and Bhudevi on his right and left respectively. The conch and discus are depicted
on the right and left side of the Deity. The reverse is left blank. The coin weighs
3.420 grams and was counted as one varaham in the Vijayanagara period.

Twelve varahas from Gandikota and three ardha varahas from Kadapa bear
the figure of Lord Venkatesvara standing under an arch. The Lord is depicted with
a long crown. No legend is present on the reverse of the coin. According to Rama
Kantham, these coins could have been issued either by East India Company in its
early days or by the late Vijayanagara rulers, Venkatapatiraya or Srirangaraya-I1
who issued Venkateswara type.



_ LORD VENKATESVARA's VAIBHAVAM A.5 RE-
VEALED IN ANNAMACHARYA's SANKIRTANAS

P.M.D. Rajendra,

Hindu mythology is replete with numerous references to the miracles of Lord
Venkatesvara. According to Skandha purana there is no place as holy as Venkatam
in the whole of universe and no god, either in the past or future, is comparable to
Lord Venkatesa in his glory and grandeur. Other puranas such as Varaha purana
Padma purana, Markandeya purana, Aditya purana, Brahma Purana also depict the
awe- mspiring lilas of Lord Vishnu. According to these Puranas, in Kali yuga Lord
Maha Vishnu has manifested as Venkatesvara in 'Archavatara' and has adopted the
holy seven hills as his choice abode

Several sages, saints and poets have sung 1n praise of the Lord to their hearts'
content and spread the cult of Sr1 Venkatesvara far and wide. Among those count-
less devotees of Lord Venkatesvara 'Padakavita Pitamaha' and 'Sankirthanacharya'
Tallapaka Annamayya occupies pride of place.

Annamacharya worshipped Lord Venkatesvara in the tradition of
Ramanujacharya's visistadvaita. He adopted Venkatesvara as his personal God and
thereby, he struck an intimate equation with Him as lover, friend and next door
neighbour 1n the same manner as Rama Das, Purandara Das and Bhakta Tukaram.
He followed the Vaishnavite tradition of Madhura bhakti like Avvayar and Meera
Bai. What makes Annamayya the most popular and the best loved of all the Vishnu
Bhaktas is his down to earth attitude and his adoption of folklore and oral traditions
to express the most complex and mystic concepts of spirituality. While fully com-
mitted to vishnu Bhakti, Annamayya did not, at the same time, shun 'sareera’ (the
body) and 'samsara’ (the world). Like yogi Vemana he did have a great zest for life
and he had always believed that the body is a sure vehicle for 'Mukti' the ultimate
liberation of the Soul.

Annamayya is credited with the authorship of 32000 hymns that celebrate the
glory of the Lord of Seven Hills. Out of that stupendous volume of sankirtanas,
only 14,000 hymns are available so far. Though annamacharya lived in 15the cen-
tury, his keertanas came to limelight only in the 20th century.

Lord Venkatesvara's eternal glory and grandeur is beautifully revealed in the
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hymns of Annamayya . For him Govinda 1s everything. Beyond Him, he has no
existence nor his life has any significance. Thus, he makes a firm declaration of his
devotional manifests :

For Annamacharya, the whole of universe 1s the manifestation of Lord
Venkatesvara and all forms and names are mere illusions; only Sri Hari 1s real. In
the hymn 'bhavamulona bahyamu nanduna' he brings out this idea more effectively.

Worshipping the feet of God is the entire vocation of Annamaiah's life. Here
is a beautiful hymn that describes the benevolent feet of Lord Sri Venkatesvara
praising the Divine feet of Srintvasa in his hymn 'brahma kadigina padamu'. Herein
Annamayya empbhasis the glory of saranagati

This wellknown song of Annamayya glonfies God and celebrates his mmi-
table qualities.

Due to their sweet melody, facility of expression and colloquial idiom
Annamacharyas keertanas are popular even among common man. His hymns are
quite instrumental among the masses.

Though Annamacharya was a Vaisnavite he was not a religious bigot. His
catholicity is expressed in the following hymn,

He has a strong conviction that nature does not discriminate between the rich
and the poor, the low and the high. His most popular hymn ‘tandanana ahi tandanana’
celebrates the equality of all beings in the eyes of God.

Here Annamacharya affirms that nature treats all people equally, the high and
the low, the poor and the rich the learned and the illiterate. In his view, these divi-
sions are only artificial and man-made; but in the eyes of God all are intrinsically
equal. This is the true testament of equality and egalitarism. Here Annamayya ech-
oes Upanishadic saying

(God resides in all objects in the universe) we are also reminded of
Bhagavadgita's definition of a learned man.

emgREcH B @ik, 1D, WD,
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In his view caste is not the criterion for deciding the worth or otherwise of an
individual. One must be honest truthful, generous and self realised.

Annamayya shums self seeking people who go for royal favours and there by
to surrend to the supreme benefactor Lord Srinivasa who fulfil the desire of every
devotee. Here is self- respect.

We will be surprised to notice that even 500 years ago Annamayya has unmis-
takable feminstic leanings. He says :

Dodies S8 DHives H9B
Fosges BEsed ™

2O HSoEn nEToS 808
302 o’ Bg TRopESVes

The same idea is found in his hymns.

In conclusion we can only say that Tallapaka Annamacharya was a great devo-
tee of Lord Srinivasa who spent his entire life i single- minded devotion to the
Lord of Seven Hills.

AT WD



SRINIVASA IN THE TEMPLE ART OF TIRUMALA
AND TIRUPATI

TEMPLES - AN ICONOGRAPHICAL STUDY
Prof. P. Neerajakshulu Naidu

The temples of Tirumala and Tirupati located in Chittoor district of Andhra
Pradesh, are well known all over India as one of the most famous places of Vaisnava
pilgrimage. These temples are not only sacred places of worship but also great
centres of art and architecture as seen from their magnificent gopuras, prakaras
and mandapas. The temple of Lord Srivenkateswara of Tirumala and the temple of
Sri Govindaraja of Tirupati witnessed major constructional activity during the
Vijayanagara period. Excepting the sanctum complexes in both these temples which
were rebuilt during the 13th Century under the patronage of the Yadavaraya chiets,
the major structures of these temples are in the Vijayanagara style. There are hun-
dreds of figures as rehief sculptures on the pillars, walls, ceilings etc., of the Tirumala
and Tirupati temples. These relief sculptures are the best specimens of Vijayanagara
sculptural art of 15th, 16th and 17th centuries A.D. The theme of sculptural art of
Tirumala-Tirupati temples is Vishnu and his various forms. The sculptures repre-
sent sthanaka, asina, sayana yanaka, devisahita forms of Vishnu, Dasavataras,
Chaturvimsati and minor incarnations of Vishnu. These forms are repeatedly found
sculptures almost in every pillar of these temples.

Besides the various forms of Vishnu, the other popular and noteworthy form
found depicted in the Tirumala-Tirupati temples is Lord Srinivasa who is also popu-
larly referred to as Srivenkateswara which only means the Lord of Vengadam i.e.,
Tirumala . In Tamil literature and inscriptions, the Lord of Vengadam is called as
Tiruvengadam- Udaiyan or simply as Vengadavan or Tiruvengadathan. The form
of Srinivasa of the sthalapurana of Tirumala also captivated the minds of the
Vijayanagara sculptors and they took pleasure in depicting Srinivasa as marrying
Padmavathi (Srinivasa Kalyana scene), as Sthanakamurti and Srinivasa flanked by
the famous music composers Tallapaka Annamacharya and his son Tirumalacharya.
In this paper, ah attempt is made to study in detail the iconographic features of the
sculptural representations of Srinivasa in the Tirumala and Tirupati temples.
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i) Pillar Sculptures of Srinivasa :

The Tirumala temple contains two pillar sculptures of Srinivasa. The first
pillar sculpture of Srinivasa is found on a pillar in the Tirumalaraya mandapa which
was constructed by Aravidu Tirumalaraya in 1561 A.D. The second pillar sculpture
representing Srinivasa is found on a pillar in the Kalyanamandapa which was built
in 1586 A.D. by Avasaram Chennappa. In both these sculptures, Lord Srinivasa 1s
depicted as standing 1n samabhanga posture with four arms; holding cakra and
sankha in the upper arms and keeping the lower right arm in varada and the lower
left in katihasta pose. He 1s decorated with kintamakuta, makarakundalas, keyuras,
haras, chennavira, girdle, purnoruka and katisutra. The mode of representation of
Srinivasa in these two sculptures closely resembles the mulamurt: of Lord
Venkateswara.

ii) Loose stone sculptures of Srinivasa :

Besides the above discussed pillar sculptures, there are also four loose stone
sculptures of Srinivasa preserved in the TTD Museums at Tirumala and Tirupati
Of these, three stone sculptures are found preserved in the Tirumala Museum, while
the fourth one is a loose stone image and it is now preserved in the open courtyard
of 8.V. Museum on Temple Art in Tirupati. All these images represent Srinivasa as
standing in samabhanga and having four arms. The God carries cakra and sankha
in the upper arms and keeps the lower right arm in abhaya and the lower left in
katihasta pose. In all these sculptures, the deity is decorated with kiritamakuta,
makarakundalas, hara, yajnopavita, udara bandha, girdle and purnoruka The first
two sculptures display late Pallava or early Chola workmanship and these may be
dated to belong to 8th/9th. A.D. In the third sculpture, the upper left arm is broken.
This sculpture betrays the florid Vijayanagara style of 16th century A.D. On the
basis of workmanship and figuration of ornaments, the lose stone image of Srinivasa
found in the S.V. Museum of Tirupati can be ascribed to the Vijayanagara period,
about 16th century A.D.

iii) Sculptural Representation of Srinivasa - Kalyanam

The dhvajastambha-mandapa adjoining the second gopura of the Tirumala
temple contains in one of its pillars the sculpture representing the marriage of Lord
Srinivasa with Padmavati as described in the sthalapurana of the Tirumala temple.
The sculpture represents Lord Srinivasa as standing with only two hands, and hold-
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ing the right hand of Padmavati with one of his hands. He wears kiritamakuta and
other ornaments, The sculpture further represents that the marriage is witnessed by
celestial beings like yakshas and kinnaras, depicted at the top floating on the atmo-
sphere.

iv) Sculptural panel of Lord Srinivasa, Tallapaka Annamacharya and
Tirumalacharya

The sculptural panel representing Lord Srinivasa, Tallapaka Annamacharya
and his son Tirumalacharya, the famous music composers, is found in a niche on
the steps of Swami-Pushkarini tank of Tirumala. Annamacharya and his son
Tirumalacharya are depicted as standing on either side of Lord Srinivasa in the act
of offering their music. Their compositions are preserved in the copper plates pre-
served in the Sankirthana-Bhandaram 1n the Tirumala temple. The sculptures rep-
resenting the portraits of the two music composers are also found on the outer walls
of the Sankirthana-Bhandaram. Lord Srinivasa 1s represented in the panel as stand-
ing in samabhanga with four hands. He carries cakra and sankha with upper arms
and keeps the lower right in varada and the lower left hand in katihasta pose He1s
decorated with kiritamakuta, makarakundalas, graiveyakas, yajnopavita, kankanas,
girdle, purnoruka and padvalayas. Two music composers are shown as wearing
antariya, a long cylindrical cap, jewellery and holding tambura. One of their hands
1s in vismaya or abhinaya. The sculptural details of these figures are similar to the
portraits of the two music composers found carved on the wall of the Sankirtana
Bhandara. The sculptures of Lord Srinivasa and the two music composers are en-
circled by a beautiful makaratorana issuing from the mouth of makara with
vyalimukha or simhamukha final at the top. This panel is an excellent specimen of
ornate and mature style of Vijayanagara sculptural art.

Conclusion

Out of eight sculptures under discussion, two loose stone sculptures of Srinivasa
from the Tirumala Museum display late Pallava or early Chola workmanship and
these two may be dated to belong to the 8th/9th century A.D. While rest belong to
the Vijayanagara period and these undoubtedly take their rank with some of the
best and mature specimens of Vijayanagara sculptural art of 15th, 16th and 17 cen-
turies. Though conventional, these sculptures display accurate and mature work-
manship of the Vijayanagar school of art. Among the sculptures discussed here, the
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depiction of the first two sculptures of 8th/9th A.D. 1s i accordance with the de-
scription of the Silpa texts. While in the other Vijayanagara sculptures, the lower
right hand 15 in varada instead of being held in abhaya. However, all the sculptures
of sthanakamurti form of Srinivasa conform to the adhama-bhoga-sthanakamurti
form of Vishnu. The Vijayanagara sculptors fondness for displaying elaborate folded
draperies and lavish jewellery like hara, armlets, anklets etc. 1s clearly noticeable
in these sculptures. Further, the mode of representation of Srinivasa in the
Vijayanagara sculptures closely resembles the mulamurti of Lord Venkateswara of
Tirumala. This shows that the Vijayanagara sculptors took keen interest i depict-
ing the form of Srimvasa of the sthalapurana of the Tirumala temple along with the
various incarnatory forms of Vishnu in the temple art of Tirumala and Tirupati.

T WD



TIRUMALA-AN IDEAL HEALTH RESORT

E. Karunakaran

Next to life is health, Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social
well-being and not merely the absence of disease or bodily infirmity.

The abode of Lord Venkatesa 1s famous for health. It is here one can get
spiritual, physical and mental health.

Sri Poyagai Alwar says that worship to the Lord of Seven Hills, will definitely
invigorates the spiritual faculties of the celestials.

Sri Kulasekhar Alwar emphatically stated that swamy Pushkarani 1s the most
sacred Tank where Rudra, Brahma and Indra take Purificatory bath everyday to
worship the Lord of Vengadam.

Sri Nammalwar reveals "Those who in word and thought worship the Lotus Feet
of this Shepherd of Tiruvengadam will be freed from the enfeebling effects of old age,
birth and disease Before the apponted end of our Iife is approached and before age and
weakness set in, let us render some serious service to the Lord Tiruvengadam".

Sri Tallapakam Annamacharya also stated that Sri Pada Theertham of the Lord
Sri Venkatesa is itself a good medicine. It is the most microsined drug which keeps
away all diseases. It 1s the theertham that 1s being consecrated by Lord Brahma and
is being accepted as Mahaprasadam by all Heavenly Beings.

The Vengada is therefore the most hallowed place where human being experi-
ences, His bliss in order to lead healthy and happy life. It is interesting to state that
ingredients used for sacred water (theertham) and prasadamas in the temple of Sri
Venkatesa possess considerable medicinal values and they are discussed here under.

Five large cups made of pure gold are in use for a regular pooja. These ves-
sels are placed before the Holy Feet of Lord Venkateswara. Certain herbs and spices
are put in along with the water so as to produce a cold mfusion. Those who have
strong faith in temple worship firmly believe that continuity in taking of consecreated
pooja water will effectively cure the Tri-Dosha i.e., Pitta, vayu and sleshma. It is
not only the psychological effect due to this belief, but also the medicinal value of
the herbs soaked into the water that give relief to the sufferer.
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Elam (cardmam) Lavangam (Cloves) Uiram (Cuscus grass) Suamakem (Tenai-
Tamil word) Gandham (Srigandam) Akshata, Durbam, Masha (Black-green) Vrihi
(Rice) Priyakeja (Turmeric) topplic (Long pepper) Valmiclagu (Tail pepper) Siddarta
(White mustard) Vishnu parni (Herb) Padmadaram (Tamarind), Lavingapatta,
Jatamansi (Muskroot) Karpuram (Camphor), Koshtam, Campaka, Haridara, Daru
Haridra etc., ingredients are being used in the Tirumala Temple for preparing food
stuff etc., daily.

a) Lavangam or Clove : It internally increases blood circulation, raises blood
heat, promotes digestion of fattys and crude foods promotes nutrition and relieves
gastric and intestinal pains and sparsal pains, and pans 1n salivary glands, kidneys,
hiver. Relieves flatulence, also.

b) Saffron : Best medicine to cure 1) Spasmodic caugh, 2) Asthma, 3) Anaemia,
4) Debility, 5) Rheumatism, 6) Neuralgia, 7) Enlargement of the liver, 8) Fever etc.,

C) Camphor : It gives relief from Diaphoresis. It is stimulant, expectorant. It
promotes perspiration and some times induced sleep. It acts as Aphrodisiac also.

d) Cardamum : It gives relief from giddiness, carminative, stmulant, stomach
complaints.

All ingredients used in the Temple of Sri Venkatesa will safeguard the health
and the lives of the worshippers.

Tirumala Hll, the abode of Lord Sr1 Venkatesa, 1s therefore a place rejuvena-
tion of health in this Kaliyuga, where any one can enjoy physical, mental and spiri-
tual well-being,

- WD~



SRI VENKATESWARA VIBHAVAM

U. Venkataramana

The Lord wants every one to hear and chant His glories because he is the well
wisher of all living entities. By hearing and chanting the glories of the Lord, one
becomes cleansed of all undesirable things. The aim of Srinivasa Vibhavam 1s to
chant the holy Ashtakshari maha mantra. "Om Namo Verfkatesaya" maha means
great, mantra means "sound that hiberates the mind from 1gnorance")

The more attentively and sincerely one chants this, the more spiritual progress
one can make. Since God is all-powerful and all-merciful, He has kindly made 1t
very easy forus to chant His name and he has also invested all His powers n 1t. this
means that when we chant the holy name of Lord we are directly associating God
and being purified. That 1s the greatness of maha mantra. We have now a tremen-
dous responsibility to bring attitudinal change in the thinking process of people in
order to be glory-conscious and serving God. It depends on the philosophy of our
work. We have to achieve intrinsic bigness 1n ourseleves and then we have to 1m-
part that bigness to the functions we perform. This is character. Vedanta considers it
as the greatest energy in the world. Those who are involved in propagation of the
glory of Lord Srintvasa must mspire others

Kol SForiSend drdol

o838 35578 s Drthots

50, wd $07, Ko8drd 08 Foloead
Bodd Sordd, $088 T

688 Sordd §RBoch

Now, I put it to you consider 1ts implications. It 1s our responsibility to edu-
cate our present generation in the great 1dea of Srinivasa Vibhavam which is uni-
versal, rational and spiritual, I wish you all success in your endeavours, to play
your role and discharge your responsibility.

"To make this spiritually-oriented activity a grand success with the blessings
of Lord.
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The Ism in Srinivasa Vibhavam.

Physical enjoyments 1s ' BHOGAM'
Spiritual enjoyments 1s 'YOGAM'
These are in Srinivasa 'VIBHAVAM'
Of the Lord of 'KALIYUGAM'.

Srinivasa Vibhavam like a prism,
Now manifested many-sided 1sm,
Which 1sm 1s to be given priority,
To follow his laws of divinity.

To err 1s human nature,

considering this characteristic feature,
Moulding people's spiritual character,
Is the ultimate goal of a preacher,

On Srinivasa Vibhavam, as a teacher.

Spiritualism has religous tolerance,
In addition to that non-violence,
Preferring peaceful-eoexistence,
Aiming at one world family,

All are God's glory

Proved by Vedas perfectly
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The ideal of spiritualism,
Which is above all isms
Is called Srinivasa Vibhavam.

As, all isms are in HIS ISM,
Let us go with the NINADAM,; 3
Srinivasa Vibhavam for Viswamanava Kalyargis.

Make your future plan, To succeed in that action plan, This, our president Kalam
told, The ideal path of pure gold. '

2, Think Well: See well, before you leap, Do, after you think deep, These are
the golden words, Which can bring better rewards.

3. A Versatile Reading : Reading Maketh A Ready Man, Says so Francis
Bacon, As a versatile reader, You will become a good planner.

4. Hard Work : Hard work is the best, If 1t is put to test, Better than the
beauty of the inner, To mould to be the path winner.,

5. Be Happy : Be happy with what you get, Is only theory at rest to be set,
Always learn and eamn 1s our guide, Now you too should turn that side; Follow this
fifth point In your life, a turning point.

6. Pray God : God is Omniscient. Ever, He is present, Pray Him for your
need, Sure, He is to grant indeed.

7. Physical Exercise : A sound mind m a sound body, Is the saying of every
body, Work and play are the two; To bring health and wealth too.

8. Be Lovable : Love unto others as thyself, Is a rule on to rely; When that
eight point you apply, Success is sure to come in reply,

9. Applaud Yourself : The last but not the least, In the path off our circus feat,
Applaud the progress you made, Only for happiness sake:

If you are confident and content
Are others competent to comment?
T DS~
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