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"While Yamuna does not mention that Dravida
Veda directly in his stotrartna (stanza 5) he does pay
homage to the feet of vakulabharana nammalwar
whom he called the first Acharya (Adyasyanah
kulapateh Vakulabrhiramam Sreemathadhan
griyugalam pranamami Murdhanah). Many of his
ideas are parallel to those of alwars. He includes, for
instance, a direct translation from Kulashekhara Alwar
in stanza 62 of his stotratna (Rushanirastopi
Shishustanam - dayoh). Several different sources,
such as, “Guruparampara prabhavam” the 24,000
(Iravithnalayirappadi) by Periyavachambillai and ldu
of 36,000 (Muppathu arayirappadi) of vadakku
Thiruveedhi Pillai report that Yamuna taught the
"Thiruvoimozhi' to his disciples and one of his dis-
ciples Tirumalai Andan instructed Ramanuja in the '
Thiruvoimozhi' . This tradition tells us that the third
wish pronounced by yamuna at the time of his death
was that Hymns of Nammalwar be made popular.
Ramanuja, it is said taught Thiruvoimozhi to his dis-
ciples and asked pillan (Whose father also was said
to be proficient in 4000 (Nalayiram) to Write com-
mentary on the Thiruvoimozhi to fulfil Yamuna's wish.
There is one thaniyan attributed to Ramanuja which
describes Thirumangai Alwara's Thiruvelukuthriukkai
as containing the import of vedas. | bow down to those
feet which are our refuge of the one who has given
the entire mening of vedas in the form of

Thiruvelukuthirukkai which is composed in good
tamil (sendamil) for the uplift of the world , which is
great one (i.e. Text) and Which is non - satiating
ambrosa....”

Tradition also says that Ramanuja as part of
his temple reforms included the chanting of the tamil
hymns in the temple liturgy itself (see koilougu pp.
46-50) . some scholars have suggested that
yamuna's and Ramanuja's relative silence as
ubhayavedantha is indicative of their pre - sanskritic
brahminical bias and their unwillingness to acknow
ledge the hymns of alwars or the use of tamil as
language for scripture but we can see from the above
references that such a conclusion is Questionable,
for 'yamuna has paid explicit homage to Nammalwar
and has demonstrated his knowledge of hymns of
Alwars in his translation of half a verse form
kulasekhara Alwar. Furthermore that there are so
many works which acknowledge yamuna's and
Ramanuja's interpretation of the Thiruvoimozhi sug-
gest the interpretations originally were oral tradition
handed down and recorded a few generation later.
Form the accounts we can conclude that the early
Acharyas who acknowledged ubhayavedantha Knew
the hymns of Alwars themselves and orally trans-
mitted their interpretations e.g. yamuna to Thirumalai
Andan to Ramanuja to pillan who finally wrote a com-
mentary."
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