
FOREWORD
Brahmotsavam is a pinnacle of all divine celebrations pertain-

ing to a temple God. And Srinivasa Brahmotsavam is the biggest
mass celebrative occasion of Lord Venkateswara on Tirumala. The
name and fame of Tirumala Sri Venkateswara Swami Vari Navaratri
Brahmotsavam  is enthusiastially wide spread as it is annually
conducted on the Hill for10 days. Lord Venkateswara goes on
Rathayatra in four streets of  Tirumala to bless the public and pil-
grims by giving his splendorous Darsan. On each day he goes on
different Vahanas starting from Sesha Vahana to Aswavahana to-
tally on 14 Vahanas. The festival commences with 'Ankuraropanam'
(seeding the nine types of grains) and ends with Chakra Snanam
(holy dip in Swami Pushkarini).

Brahmotsavam is a magnificent festival celebrated in memory
of  Srinivasa's self Manifestation Day  under the leadership of
Brahma, the great Son of  Vishnu on a Grand manner for  pleasing
all the beings.

Dr. Rani Sadasiva Murty, Associate Professor of  Rashtriya
Sanskrit  Vidyapeetha, Tirupathi, has taken keen interest to explain
vividly all the divine events of Brahmotsavam. The original slokas in
Sanskrit are taken from Ancient Puranas and they are rendered with
due explanations and descriptions in a simple, clear and apprecia-
tive way.

I hope that this book of  short narration would benefit the
devotees who go through it with attention and also those who
participate in the Brahmotsavam.

 In the Service of the Lord
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OM NAMO VENKATESAYA

DIVINE BRAHMOTSAVA VAHANASEVAS

OF SRINIVASA

“Vyasa Bharati”, “Prajnabhaskara, ” “Vijay Shree”

                                    Dr. Rani Sadasiva Murty,

                                          Associate Professor,

                                      Department of Sahitya,

      Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha,

                                       TIRUAPTI 517 507

Introduction to Brahmotsavams

´ÉäRÂóEò]õÉÊpùºÉ¨ÉÆ ºlÉÉxÉÆ ¥ÉÀÉhbä÷ xÉÉÎºiÉ ÊEò\SÉxÉ*
´ÉàRÂóEò]äõ¶ÉºÉ¨ÉÉä näù´ÉÉä xÉ ¦ÉÚiÉÉä xÉ ¦ÉÊ´É¹ªÉÊiÉ **

            There is no such a place in the Entire Universe which is equal to

the holy Venkatadri. There is no other God equal to Lord Sri Venkatesa.

Not even in future we can see any other such a great God.

             There is an interesting account in the Brahma Purana about the

self emergence of Lord Sri Venkateswara on this holy mountain.

+ÉnùÉè EÞòiÉªÉÖMÉä VÉ¨¤ÉÚuùÒ{Éä ¦ÉÉ®úiÉ´É¹ÉÇEäò*
MÉRÂóMÉÉªÉÉ: nùÊIÉhÉä ¦ÉÉMÉä ªÉÉäVÉxÉÉxÉÉÆ ¶ÉiÉuùªÉä*
{É\SÉªÉÉäVÉxÉ¨ÉÉjÉä iÉÖ {ÉÚ́ ÉÉÇ̈ ¦ÉÉävÉäºiÉÖ {ÉÎ¶SÉ¨Éä**
¨ÉÉºÉä ¦ÉÉpù{Énäù Ê´É¹hÉÖÊiÉlÉÉè Ê´É¹hÉÖºÉ¨ÉÎx´ÉiÉä *
ÊºÉrùªÉÉäMÉä ºÉÉä̈ É´ÉÉ®äú ÊMÉ®úÉè xÉÉ®úÉªÉhÉÉ¼´ÉªÉä**
º´ÉÉÊ¨É{ÉÖ¹EòÊ®úhÉÒiÉÒ®äú {ÉÎ¶SÉ¨Éä ¦ÉÚiªÉ{ÉÎ¶SÉ¨Éä*
¤ÉÞxnùÉ®úEòÉhÉÉÆ ¤ÉÞxnèùºiÉÖ |ÉÉÌlÉiÉÉä ±ÉÉäEò®úIÉEò:*
+ÉÊ´É¤ÉÇ¦ÉÚ́ É ¦ÉMÉ´ÉÉxÉÂ ¸ÉÒÊxÉ´ÉÉºÉ: {É®ú: {ÉÖ̈ ÉÉxÉÂ**
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         It was in the earliest Krta Yuga, in the Bharata Varsha of Jambudvipa,

in particular in the Southern part of the River Ganga nearly at a distance of

two hundred Yojanas and at a distance of Five Yojanas West from the

Eastern Ocean, in the month of Bhadrapada on the Tithi of Dvadasi on the

Mountain of Narayana Giri, on the Western bank of Swami Pushkarini in

the most auspicious Siddha Yoga of Monday, Lord Srinivasa  has self -

emerged by the request of all the GODS for the protection of all the

worlds.

         Ever since many daily festivals, weekly festivals, monthly festivals,

annual festivals and so  have been celebrated on this holy mountain through

ages. One of such famous and holy festivals is BRAHMOTSAVAM.

         The word BRAHMOTSAVAM literally means ‘A Festival

organized by Brahma”.  According to some of the Epic Sources it is on

the day of Lord Sri Venkateswara’s Self Manifestation on the Tirumala

Hills his son BRAHMA was called by HIM and asked to celebrate a

festival in memory of His Manifestation Day. Ever since this festival has

been celebrated under the leadership of Brahma.  Hence it is called

Brahmotsavam.

Secondly these annual celebrations are called Brahmotsavams because

among all the festivals of Lord Sri Venkateswara these are the most mag-

nificent annual festivals.  Because of their GRAND nature they are called

BRAHMOTSAVAMS.

        According to the third reason  these  festivals  are highly  pleasing all

the beings in the BRAHMANDAMs. Hence these are called

BRAHMOTSAVAMS.

=iºÉ´ÉÆ EÖò¯û ¨Éä {ÉÖhªÉÆ ¥ÉÀxÉÂ ±ÉÉäEòÊ{ÉiÉÉ¨É½þ!
´É¹Éâ ´É¹Éæ iÉÖ ¨ÉÉºÉä%Îº¨ÉxÉÂ EòxªÉÉ®úÉË¶É MÉiÉä ®ú´ÉÉè*
ªÉä EäòÊSÉnùjÉ EÖò´ÉÇÎxiÉ ¥ÉÀ|ÉÉäHòÉäiºÉ´ÉÆ ¨É¨É**
iÉä ªÉÉÎxiÉ ¥ÉÀhÉÉä ±ÉÉäEÆò ¦ÉÚ̈ ÉÉè EòÉ¨ÉÉxÉ´ÉÉ{ªÉ SÉ*
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BäÊ½þEÆò SÉ ¡ò±ÉÆ nùi´ÉÉ º´ÉMÉÇ̈ ÉÒÎ{ºÉiÉ¨Éä́ É ´ÉÉ*
¨Éi{ÉnÆù SÉ ¶É®úÒ®úÉxiÉä nùnùÉ¨ªÉä¹ÉÉÆ xÉ ºÉÆ¶ÉªÉ:**

- ´É®úÉ½þ{ÉÖ®úÉhÉ¨ÉÂ

          “O Grand father of all the worlds! You perform Brahmotsavams in

my name for my pleasure. Every year whenever the Sun enters the sign of

Virgo (Kanya Rasi) all my devotees should perform these Brahmotsavams

with great devotion under your leadership. Those who participate in these

special festivals will attain Brahmaloka at the end of their lives having

enjoyed all worldly comforts during their life time.  If they perform these

festivals with utmost devotion I shall bestow up on them for their worldly

fulfilment and at the end of their lives I shall give them an eternal place in

my abode Vaikuntha undoubtedly.”

These were the words of Lord Vishnu to his Son Brahma as found in the

Varahapurana to perform Brahmotasavas.

1. Ankuraropana festival on the 1st day:

          These holy Brahmotsavams spread for a span of ten days. On the

first day the ritual of Ankuraropanam (Seeding the nine types of grains) is

performed.  Ankuraropanam has a great significance in all the days’ long

festivals of Lord Venkateswara. If the sprouts of all different kinds of

seeds grow well in a very pleasing green colour people consider it as an

auspicious sign for the future grace of Sri Lord Sri Venkateswara.  At the

time of Ankuraropanam ,Vishvaksena, the Commander In Chief of Sri

Maha Vishnu, is invited with Vedic invocations to the Yajna sala.  There he

is seated in an elevated mount of a vehicle and taken around the surround-

ings of the Tirumala hills for two purposes: 1. To observe the arrange-

ments of the Grand Festival and 2. To collect appropriate clay for

Ankuraropanam ritual. After the clay is brought Ankuraropanam will be-

gin.  Then Vishvaksena starts his journey to all the celestial worlds to invite

the Rulers of  all the worlds to the Brahmotsava Festivals of  Sri

Venkateswara. After the Invitation process of Vishvaksena is over He is
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brought to the Tirumala Raya Mantapa and all royal formal services are

offered to Him. After those services, Vishvaksena goes again to Yajnasala

along with Garuda, Anantha and Sudarsana.  Thus the Aunkuraropana

festival of the first day ends.

2. Dhavajarohanam

            This is the real beginning of the Grand Brahmotsavams while

Ankuraropanam and Vishvaksena puja are preparatory events. On a new

and large silk cloth the noble picture of Garutman the main vehicle of Lord

Narayana is drawn.  With appropriate silk ropes it is tied up to the Main

Dhvaja stambha (Main Flag Post) of Sri Venkateswara.  In a proper man-

ner the worship of Dhvaja pata is performed with flowers, vermilion, tur-

meric powder and chandana and other worshipping material. Then

Malayappa swami, the Processional Idol of Lord Sri Venkateswara and

his two spouses Sri Devi and Bhu Devi are brought to the Tirumalaya

Raya Mantapa in a golden Palenquine. While Sri Malayappa Swami is

adorned with the most precious Diamond armour (Vajra Kavaca) and

other golden ornaments his two spouses also are very brightly embel-

lished with various beaming ornaments of different gems. The chief priests

offer different prayers  to the Great God and his Spouses with all attention

while the Vedic scholars recite the Veda Mantras inspiringly sanctifying

the environment. Nadasvaram and other auspicious instruments are played

by the experts of Music to accompany the ritual.   Amidst such grand

devotional recitations the Dhvaja Pata (The Flag) is hoisted on the cliff of

Srivari Dhvaja Stambha.

            Having reached the cliff of the Flag post, there from Garuda pro-

claims to all Dikpalakas, Gods and Demigods like – Yakshas, Gandharvas,

Kinnaras, Kimpurushas, Vidyadharas, Siddhas, Nagas and others to at-

tend the Grand Brahmotasava Festival. Having received his invitation all

the Gods and divine clans arrive to the place of festival with a great devo-

tion and dedication.

The Special attraction of these festivals is the VAHANA SEVAS

or the Services on vehicular sacred mounts to Srinivasa. The Processional

Idol (Utsava Murti) Malayappa Swami sometimes along with his two Di-
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vine Consorts Sri Devi and Bhu Devi and sometimes alone mounts differ-

ent vehicular sacred mounts and moves around the Four holy Mada Streets

of the Tirumala Temple giving a splendorous Darshan to his Devotees

who come from the entire length and breadth of Bharata Varsha.
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1. Pedda Seshavahanam

Eòxnù{ÉÇEòÉäÊ]õºÉoù¶ÉÆ Eò¨ÉxÉÒªÉ´Éä¹ÉÆ

¨ÉÖHòÉ´É±ÉÒ±ÉÊ±ÉiÉEòh`ö¨ÉÖnùÉ®ú½þÉ®ú¨ÉÂ*

{ÉÒiÉÉ¨¤É®útÖÊiÉÊ´É®úÉÊVÉiÉÊnù´ªÉnäù½þ¨ÉÂ

¸ÉÒ´ÉäRÂóEò]äõ¶É´É{ÉÖ®úÉi¨ÉÊxÉ ºÉÊzÉvÉkÉÉ¨ÉÂ**

The most pleasing form of Lord Sri Venkateswara is equal to that of

more than one crore cupids  or Manmathas. Such great form is now

very  beautifully adorned with many  necklaces and chains made of

pearls, emeralds, rubies etc,.  His divine form is bright in his yellowish

new silk garment. May such great GOD settle in our hearts for ever.

Among all the Vahanasevas the first one is the Pedda Shesha Vahanam. It

was event of Dhvajarohana or the Flag hoisting function.  The Vehicle of

Peddashesha Vahana is made ready for its move in the four Mada Streets

of Tirumala Temple.  The Vehicle of Pedda Seshavahana is decorated

with different kinds of flowery garlands, electric lamp series and other

kinds of decorative things.  Among the most resonant Vedic recitations the

Divine mothers Sri Devi and Bhu Devi and the Prime God of the Festival

Sri Malayappa Swami are brought to the Vhanamanatapa (The Hall of

the Sacred Vahanams). All the three idols are adorned with different kinds

of jewelry and fragrant flowery garlands.  The three deities  cast their

gracious looks on the worlds with great compassion.

Their new silk garments  emit splendorous rays.

At the threshold of the Vahana Mantapa (The hall of the Divine Vahanams)

The Officers, Vedic scholars, The teams of chief priests, The holy

Vaishnavite Swamijis  (Jiyyangars),  The artists of different auspicious

musical instruments and devotees from different places  await the first

move of the Vehicle Pedda Sesha vahanam.

       The majestic appearance of Peddaseshavahana is highly pleasing.

He is shining with his Seven Big hoods. The seven hoods of The Pedda
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Sesha or the BIG SEHSA SERPANT are philosophically interpreted as

the seven prime causes of the world : Mahat or the Universal Intelligence,

Ahankara (The Universal SELF) and the Five Subtle Elements Sabda –

The sound,   Sparsa – The Touch, Rupa – The Color, Rasa – The Taste

and Gandha - The Smell.  The Pedda Sesha himself is said to have been

the very form of Prakrti.  The mounting of Sri Malayappa Swami on Peda

Sesha is explained as the association of the Parama Purusha with Prakriti.

Soon the devotees see the Great God on the Pedda Sesha vahanam their

minds are filled with great joy and start reciting different kinds of stotrams.

IÉÒ®úºÉÉMÉ®úiÉ®úRÂóMÉºÉÒEò®úÉºÉÉ®úiÉÉ®úÊEòiÉSÉÉ¯û¨ÉÚiÉÇªÉä *
¦ÉÉäÊMÉ¦ÉÉäMÉ¶ÉªÉxÉÒªÉ¶ÉÉÊªÉxÉä ¨ÉÉvÉ´ÉÉªÉ ¨ÉvÉÖÊ´ÉÊuù¹Éä xÉ¨É:**

The devotees  imagine the splendorous form of Lord Vishnu in the

Divine Vaikuntha where he is in Yoga Nidra on the bed of Adi Sesha

while the foam raising from the milky ocean is falling drop by drop

on the entire body of Mahavishnu imitating the light of Stars. We

offer our sincere salutations to such great GOD Madhava. This is the

feeling in the heart of every devotee.

While all the devotees are enjoying the view of Sri Varu  in an ecstatic

mood, all the GODS, SAGES and other members of different divine regions

invisibly watching this festival being  in invisible forms. Some poets are

praising the grandeur of Pedda Sesha in the following manner bringing a

comparison between the Super Disc of Full Moon and Pedda Sesha. They

say -

xÉänÆù xÉ¦ÉÉä̈ Éhb÷±É¨É¨¤ÉÖ®úÉÊ¶É:
xÉèiÉÉ¶SÉ iÉÉ®úÉ: xÉ´É¡äòxÉ¦ÉRÂóMÉÉ:*
xÉÉªÉÆ ¶É¶ÉÒ EÖòhb÷Ê±ÉiÉ: ¡òhÉÒxpù:
xÉÉªÉÆ Eò±ÉÆEò: ¶ÉÊªÉiÉÉä ¨ÉÖ®úÉÊ®ú:**

This is not the endless large sky…But it is the Milky Ocean.  These are

not the Stars.They are sprinkled drops of milky foam raising from the

big waves of the Milky ocean.
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This is particularly not the Super Full Moon.  He is the King of the

Serpents with bright while splendor in a coiled posture.  It is not black

spot in the Moon but it is Lord Murari or Vishnu sleeping on this

Phanindra.

While Srinivasa is moving in the Four Mada Streets on this Peddasesha

vahanam, the festivity  touches the heights of sky every where.  The auspi-

cious music of the instruments is appealing to the ears. Devotees from

Kerala, Karnataka, Tamilnadu, Maharashtra, Gujrat and all other regions

arrive and stand on the either sides of the procession and with folded hands

offer their salutations to Srivaru. In front of the procession some teams of

devotees sing in praise of the GOD.. Some others dance in a blissful state.

Still others  lay steps rhythmically doing bhajans. In this procession the line

between the Earth and Sky disappears. Now everywhere it is divine…serene

and noble spirited.

A great pleasure prevails in all the thousand  faces of Adi Sesha also for

being the first Vehicle of The Great God in the Brahmotsavams.

+®äú ¦ÉVÉ ½þ®äúxÉÉÇ¨É IÉä¨ÉvÉÉ¨É IÉhÉä IÉhÉä*
¤ÉÊ½þººÉ®úÊiÉ ÊxÉ¶·ÉÉºÉä Ê´É·ÉÉºÉ: Eò: |É´ÉiÉÇiÉä**

This is the very thought of all devotees. Oh my dear friend! At every minute

remember the divine name of Hari.  It is the best source of our protection.

Once the last breath streams out from this mortal body whom can you trust

up on? With this high philosophic feeling all are serving the God.  And the

Vehicle of Peddasesha after completing its moment in all the four Mada

Streets is  reaching the Vahana Mantapam.

For the well being of all the worlds the priests offer KUMBHA HARATI to

Srinivasa, Sri Devi and Bhu Devi.  Along with the vibrant Vedic readings

the Vahana enters the Vahana mantapa for rest.

-:- -:- -:- -:- -:
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2. Chinna Sesha Vahanam

VÉÉ¨¤ÉÚxÉnèù®úÉ¦É®úhÉè: |ÉnùÒ{iÉÆ
´ÉIÉºlÉ±Éä nùIÉEÖòSÉÉäv´ÉÇ¦ÉÉMÉä*
¸ÉÒ´ÉiºÉ±ÉI¨ÉÉÎ\SÉiÉÊnù´ªÉ°ü{ÉÆ
¸ÉÒ´ÉäRÂóEò]õÉvÉÒ¶É¨É½Æþ |É{Étä**

It is now the event of the procession of Srivaru on Chinna Shesha Vahanam

or the vehicle of Small Sesha Vahanam.  The vehicle is very beautifully

decorated and shining with golden brilliance. The little Vehicle of Brahma

the chief organizer of the Festivals of Srivenkateswara is in the fore front.

In that empty Plank chariot the Creator Brahma  watches  the arrange-

ments sitting in invisible form. He  proclaims to all the worlds that the

Brahmotsava festivals of Sri Venktewara  are in progress here in the Bhuloka

in the holy Tirumala hills.

The pleasing sounds of the Auspicious musical instruments  sanctify all the

quarters of the Universe till the ends. As said by the Sage Bhrugu in the

holy treatise Arcana Tilaka the Five Gross elements : Pancha bhutams :

The Earth, The Water, The Fire, The Air and The Ether (Prthvi, Ap, Tejas,

Vayu and Akasa) are serving the Lord Srinivasa through the Mrdanga,

Conch, Bells and Nadasvara instruments and the human voices respec-

tively.

Many teams of devotees following the troops of instrumentalists

 utter repeatedly the name of GOVINDA.  There are seen the holy couples

of people who are participating in the Arjita Dampati Seva.  Along with

them there are Acharya purushas, Archakasvamins, Jiyyangars, Vedic

Savants and officers.  The Vibrant sounds of Vedic chants  fill all the

directions with a kind of tranquility and nobility.

In the front side and back side of the Vehicle people of different regions

who are experts in different folk arts are formed into some groups and

present their talents as a holy offering to the GREAT GOD.  Entire  Na-
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ture is very calm and pleasant with the impressive utterances of different

names of HARI.   The Seshadri mountain  enjoys the arrival of devotees.

The magnificent appearance of Sri Malayappa swami on Chinna Sesha is

a  result of the great virtues of the devotees. Keeping that golden

Chinasesha vahana on four big logs a big team of very strong paricarakas

carry it in the four Mada Streets.

While the Pedda Sesha vahana is the symbolic form of Prakrti the Chinna

Sesha is the Jivatma or the Individual Self. While Peddasesha has Seven

Hoods Chinna Sesha has only Five hoods.  The Five hoods of Chinashesha

are representations of the Five sense organs : Tvak (The Skin), Cakshu

(The Eye), Srotra (The Ear), Jihva (The Tongue) and Ghrana (The Nose).

So the moment of Sri Venkateswara is nothing but the symbolic appear-

ance of Swami in all the hearts of worldly beings. So He is called Sarvabhuta

Chittadhivasi Vasudeva. Vasudeva means one who dwells in the hearts of

all beings. He is further called Sarvantaryami.. Who moves in the inner

hearts of all.  So for his fulfillment of Sarvantaryamitva he needs one ve-

hicle.  That is Jiva the Individual Self or Individual Consciousness. That

Jiva is Chinna Sesha of this context.

The worldly objects are poisonous.  The five sense organs perceive them.

If the devotees for get the nectarous name of Hari and are attracted by the

worldly objectives their purpose of living becomes futile. They will be

bound by the worldly relations and bondage of birth and death and will be

far away from the  path of Moksha.  Hence one should always recite the

name of Vishnu in different ways and in different styles with utmost devo-

tion. It liberates the devotees from all troubles.  This is the inner meaning

of Chinna Sesha vahana.

¸ÉÒ¸ÉÒÊxÉ´ÉºÉ! SÉ®úhÉÉè iÉ´É ´Éxnäù ±ÉÉäEò{ÉÉ´ÉxÉºÉÖEÖòRÂóEÖò¨É´ÉhÉÉê*
¸ÉÒ|ÉnùÉè ÊEò±É ºÉÖ®úÌ¹ÉxÉÞ{ÉÉhÉÉÆ ¸ÉÒ@ñMÉÉÊnùÊxÉMÉ¨ÉÉMÉ¨É´ÉätÉè**

Oh Lord Srinivasa! I offer salutations to your holy feet. Your divine feet

are capable of purifying all the worlds. They are vermilion red in color.
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They bring all kinds of prosperity to all devotees including  the Gods,

Sages and kings. They can be understood only by the Vedas like Rgeveda

and other sacred texts.

Reciting slokas of this kind the devotees  serve  Chinna Sehsa Vahana.

-:- -:- -:- -:- -:-
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3. Hamsavahanam

On the second day evening the Lord is again taken out in a procession on

Hamsa (Swan) as his vehicle.

The vehicle of HAMSA is made ready for setting its journey from the

Vahana Mantapa. While All the Priests, Vedic Scholars, Officers, Music

Artists, Servants and other devotees wait at the threshold of the Vahana

Mantapa the curtain is unveiled.  All the devotees with a great devotion

have the pleasant Darsan of Sri Malayppa Swami in the form of Goddess

of Learning Sarasvati holding the jewel studded Veena and Pustakam in

hands to remove all the difficulties of His Devotees.

Goddess Sarsavati is one of the Divine forms of Para Sakti. She is the

Spouse of Brahma, The Creator.  She is the Goddess of Knowledge and

Wisdom.  Hence the devotees praise her in many ways.

´ÉÒhÉÉvÉ®äú Ê´É{ÉÖ±É¨ÉRÂóMÉ³ýnùÉxÉ¶ÉÒ±Éä
¦ÉHòÉÌiÉxÉÉÊ¶ÉÊxÉ Ê´ÉÊ®úÎ\SÉ½þ®úÒ¶É´Éxtä*
EòÒÌiÉ|Énäù%ÊJÉ±É¨ÉxÉÉä®úlÉä ¨É½þÉ½æþ
Ê´ÉtÉ|ÉnùÉÊªÉÊxÉ ºÉ®úº´ÉÊiÉ xÉÉèÊ¨É ÊxÉiªÉ¨ÉÂ**

“O Goddess Sarasvati! Always I offer my salutations to you. Holding

Veena you vividly deliver all kinds of auspicious things to us. You are

the dispeller of darkness in us.  You clear all our troubles. You are

adorable even to Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesvara. you bring us great

fame.  You fulfill all our desires.  You are such a Great Goddess.”

This is the essence of the prayers of her devotees.

The word HAMSA has many meanings:

1. Hamsa is a Bird in Pure White Color with Milky White wings.

Hence it is also called with different names such as Sveta Garut,

Chakranga, Kalakantha, Sitachhida, Sitapaksha, Manasalaya and

Manasauka.

Hamsa is the vehicle of Brahma and the same is the vehicle of the Mother
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Goddess Sarasvati also. Hamsa is the symbol of purity. The bird Hamsa

according to the scriptures has the ability of separating milk and water.

Hence its Darsana is believed to give us a high intellectual capability and

can distinguish good from bad.

2. Hamsa means Bhanu, the Sun

The Sun or the Savitr Deva is the Chief Deity of GAYATRI MANTRA.

He is the bestower of Knowledge. Such SUN in the form of HAMSA

now becomes the vehicle of The Sarsvati form of Srinivasa on this holy

occasion of Divine Brahmotsavams.

3. Hamsa means a Greedless King

When a king is selfless and greedless his heart becomes the abode of the

great God Srinivasa. Hence such rulers are said to be the Hamsa to be the

veihicle of Srinivasa.

4. Hamsa means the Paramatma

The Universal Soul or Paramatma is said to have been the Supreme Hamsa.

So in this Context Sarasvati mounting upon the Swan represents the form

of Ultimate Knowledge is the very essence of the Supreme Divinity.

5. Hamsa means a Yogi of higher status

This indicates that the God Sri Venkateswara is the pure form of Knowl-

edge and he dwells in the pure hearts of the Parmahamasas or Great Yogis

those who are seekers of that Supreme Realization.

6. Hamsa is Mantra

The Scriptures say “Mananaat Trayate iti Mantrah. Mantraadhinam tu

Daivatam”. Mantra protects us all just by uttering it.  The related Deity of

it lies in it.” Hence in the sense of MANTRA if HAMSA is taken MAN-

TRA is the locus of Knowledge.

7. Hamsa means Guru

With out the grace of Guru no one can have the Deva sakshatkara. So

Guru is Divine. So the Srinivasa Tattva is in the great Gurus. To symbolize

this Srinivasa appears in the form of Saraswati mounting on Hamsa.
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8. Hamsa is a kind of Horse

Among different kinds of horses there is a horse with name HAMSA. So

Hamsa vahana of Sarasvati can be taken as another Asva Vahana of

Srinivasa.

9. Hamsa means Siva

Hamsa is one of the 1000 epithets of Siva. The heart of Siva is Vishnu and

Vishnu’s heart is Siva.  This is symbolized here.

10. Hamsa means a kind of Cow

A cow white in color, with tawny eyes, copper colored horns and a big

face is called HAMSA.  Such a cow is a mark of all kinds of prosperity

and auspiciousness.  Srinivasa in the incarnation of Krishna is popularly

known as GOPALA.  His beloved cow is Hamasa. He resides in that

Cow and bestows all the worlds with prosperity.   This is the essences of

this HAMSA VAHANA.

While such great vehicle of Hamsa bearing Paramatma in the form of

Sarasvati on its back while moving in the Four Mada vithis it is really a

divine experience to all devotees to witness it. It is the remover of all sins

and gives all kinds of knowledge.

**********
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4. Simahavahanam

|É¼±ÉÉnùÉ¼±ÉÉnùEÆò ±ÉI¨ÉÒxÉÞËºÉ½þÆ ¦ÉHò´ÉiºÉ±É¨ÉÂ*
nèùiªÉ¨ÉkÉä¦Énù¨ÉxÉÆ ¸ÉÒÊxÉ´ÉÉºÉÆ ¦ÉVÉä%ÊxÉ¶É¨ÉÂ**

On the third day morning the Lord Malayappa Swami is taken out in a

procession on Lion symbol as his vehicle. In all the Puranas it is well said

that Sri Mahvishnu is the destroyer of the demons.  His endless valor is

used for the annihilation of all the demons who cause disturbance in the

peaceful living of sages and yogins by troubling their yajnas and penance.

While the pleasant form of Srinivasa is to grace his devotees his Fierce

appearance in the form of Narasimha is to cause a dreadful feeling in the

hearts of Demons.

Hence on this holy occasion Srinivasa having assumed such marvelous

form of YOGA NRSIMHA mounted up on the SIMHA VAHANA. This

Nrsimha form of Vishnu is for protecting the good and punishing the evil.

While the Asuri emotions in human beings start swallowing the worlds

with unfettered madness and their beastly desires are with unpreventable

wrath wandering in the forests of objective world a GREAT LION is

needed to kill all those  beasts of desires and a GOD like NRSIMHA is

necessary for suppressing those ASURI EMOTIONS.  Hence today is

meant for SIMHA vahana with NRSIMHA MURTI on it. The DIVINE

LION GOD NRSIMHA firmly holds the Six internal demonic feelings of

human beings : Desire, Anger,  Greed, Infatuation, Intoxication and Jeal-

ousy and tears them with his 10 sharp  claws.  To indicate this He is

showing his sharp paws to all his devotees. His mane is emitting sparkling

light like the lightning and even imitating the flames of fire. On seeing such

an inspiring form of Nrsimha Swami all the devotees are expressing their

blissful feelings. Every mind is filled with great joy. All the people equivo-

cally utter the divine names of Hari.

ºÉÉä̈ ÉÉvÉÉÇÊªÉiÉÊxÉÎ¹{ÉvÉÉxÉnù¶ÉxÉ: ºÉxvªÉÉÊªÉiÉÉxiÉ¨ÉÖÇJÉ:
¤ÉÉ±ÉÉEòÉÇÊªÉiÉ±ÉÉäSÉxÉ: ºÉÖ®úvÉxÉÖ±ÉæJÉÉÊªÉiÉ§ÉÚ±ÉiÉ:*



16

+xiÉxÉÉÇnùÊxÉ®úÉävÉ{ÉÒ´É®úMÉ±Éi´ÉCEÚò{ÉÊxÉªÉÇkÉÊb÷iÉÂ-
iÉÉ®úº¡òÉ®úºÉ]õÉ´É¯ûrùMÉMÉxÉ: {ÉÉªÉÉzÉÞËºÉ½þ: ºÉ ´É:**

His sharp fangs are white in colour imitating the beauty of a crescent of

New Moon.  His Wide opened mouth of Nrsimha Swami is reminding the

hues of evening’s Red Sky.  His eyes are as reddish as the raising Sun at

the time of dawn. The curvy eyebrows of that God of the Gods are like

two rain bows. His stable and noble roars are just like the gentle thunder-

ing sounds of clouds accompanied by the lightning sparks.  Such great

Nrsimha may protect you.

*****
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5. Mutyapu pandiri vahanam

MÉÖhÉÉèPÉè®ú{ÉÉ®Æú º¡Öò®úpùixÉ½þÉ®Æú
º¨É®úqùÉä¹É½þÉ®Æú º´É¦ÉHäò¹]õ{ÉÚ®ú¨ÉÂ*
¦ÉVÉä ´ÉäRÂóEò]äõ¶ÉÆ ¡òhÉÒ¶ÉÉÊpù´ÉÉºÉÆ
ºÉnùÉ ¨Éxnù½þÉºÉÆ Ê¸ÉªÉÉºÉÊuù±ÉÉºÉ¨ÉÂ**

On the evening of the third day, the Lord is again taken out in procession

along with his concerts Sri Devi and Bhu Devi in a palanquin decorated

with a canopy of pearls. Pearl is said to be a symbol of purity and royalty.

The Pearl Palanquin is well decorated with different fragrant flowers like

Mallika, Malati, Sevantika, Brhatsevantika, Pumnaga etc., In between

the flowers there are the pious leaves of  Tulasi adding a special beauty to

the garlands in green colour. The pearls chains held on all sides of the

Palanquin are brightly shining like the pure hearts of good people.

±ÉI¨ÉÒxÉÉlÉÆ Eò¨É±ÉxÉªÉxÉÆ ½þÉ®úEäòªÉÚ®ú¦ÉÚ¹ÉÆ
ºÉ´ÉÇ´ªÉÉ{iÉÆ ¤É½ÖþMÉÖhÉ¦É®Æú nùÉä¹ÉnÚù®Æú nùªÉÉÎ¤vÉ¨ÉÂ *
º´ÉÉxÉÉÆ iÉÉ{ÉjÉªÉ½þ®ú¨ÉVÉÆ ÊxÉÌ´É¶Éä¹ÉÆ Ê´É¶Éä¹ÉÆ
±ÉÉäEòÉiÉÒiÉÆ {ÉÖ¯û¹É¨ÉiÉÖ±ÉÆ ¦ÉÉ´ÉªÉÉ¨ÉÒ¹]õnäù´É¨ÉÂ **

The pearl like holy letters in the beautiful compositions like this are being

offered to Sri Srinivasa by the devotees. The drops of tender moon light

falling from the sky at the advent of twilight are looking like the shower of

pearls form the sky.  While the Palanquin of Sri Malayappa Swamy is

moving from the side of Swami Pushkarini the pure white drops of water

gently carried by the soft breezes are sprinkled up on Srinivasa just like a

spray of pearls on the Great God.
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While the Palanquin of Pearl is so beautiful as this the God on this vahanam

is more beautiful with his splendor with different ornaments such as

Vajarakavacham, Jeweled Crown and all other divine ornaments.  The

Pearl like gracious looks of Srivenkateswara are splayed till the ends of all

directions to fall up on all His devotees may they be human beings, Gods,

Yakshas, Gandharvas, Kinnaras, Siddhas, Nagas, Garudas, Kimpurushas,

Vidyadharas and so on.

It is really a great and blissful experience to all the devotees to watch this

rare occasion of Mutyapu pandiri vahanam.

**********
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6. Kalpavriksha vahanam

Kamadhenu, Kalpa Vriksha and Chintamani are such great things in the

Heaven of Devendra which are capable of fulfilling all desires of the seek-

ers.  They can give them any kind of wealth or physical things in the uni-

verse.  They can make a pauper a rich man in no fraction of seconds.

There is nothing in this world which cannot be given by these three just by

mere request of the seekers.

In the Heaven there are five Kalpa Vrikshas viz. Mandara, Parijata,

Santana,Harichandana and Kalpa Vriksha.  These five Divine trees are

called Kalpa vrikshas these can stay till the end of Kalpas i.e. equal to the

length of time of a Day of Brahma the creator.  Further they are capable of

providing all the desired objects of all the seekers Kalppyante abhiistarthah

etaih iti kalpa vrikshah).  So also these are called Kalpa Vrikshas.

On the fourth day of the festival the Lord is taken out in procession in the

morning on such Kalpa Vruksha as his vehicle.

What can be reason? Here is the reply for this question in this sloka from

Aditya Purana.

EòÉ¨ÉvÉäxÉÖ: Eò±{É´ÉÞIÉ: ÊSÉxiÉÉ¨ÉÊhÉÊ®úÊiÉ jÉªÉ¨ÉÂ*
´ÉäRÂóEò]àõ¶É! i´É¨Éä́ ÉÉÊºÉ ¶Éä¹ÉÉMÉä ºÉ´ÉÇnùÉxÉiÉ:**

Kamadhenu or Kalpa Vriksha or Cintamani may give only physical things

are mental comforts.  But Sri Venkatesa of this great Seshadri can bestow

what all these three can give and beyond He can bestow Moksha up on

his Devotees. These three cannot give Moksha to the devotees like Sri

Venkateswara.  So Kalpa vriksha thought of serving Srivenkateswara for

two reasons: one is in order to get always such a bestowing power from

Sri Venkateswara and the other one is having recognized the greatness of

the Swamin with desire to serve him also this tree has now become a

Vahana of Him.

On the Tirumala hills the hill, Swami Pushkarini, Ananda nilaya and every

other thing is holy and great.  They are capable of giving what a Kalpa
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vriksha can give. So Kalpa vriksha felt belittled and humbly is serving

Lord Venkateswara for its ability of giving more and more to seekers and

much more to the devotees of Srinivasa.

ºÉ´ÉÉÇlÉÇ{ÉÚ®úhÉä SÉÉÊ{É i´ÉiºÉ¨ÉÉähbä÷ xÉ EÖòjÉÊSÉiÉÂ*
|ÉºÉzÉÉä xÉÒ±É¨ÉäPÉºi´É¨ÉÂ ̧ ÉÒ¦ÉÚÊ´ÉtÖiºÉ¨ÉÎx´ÉiÉ:**

Lord Sri Venkateswara is such a great God that in bestowing the desires

of his Devotees no other God is as great as this God. He is the most

pleased Divine Blue Cloud  accompanied by the two stable lightenings on

His either sides in the form of Sridevi and Bhudevi.  Whatelse do we need

than silently accepting what the greatest things the great GOD bestows up

on us?

**********
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7. Sarva bhupala vahanam

´ÉäRÂóEò]àõ¶ÉSÉ®úhÉÉè iÉ´É ´Éxnäù ºÉ´ÉÇiÉÒlÉÇ¶É®úhÉÉè ¶É®úhÉÉè ¨Éä*
¨ÉÉÊ´ÉvÉÉiÉÞÊ¶É´É´ÉÒ¶É¡òhÉÒ¶ÉäxpùÉEÇòºÉÉä̈ É½ÖþiÉ¦ÉÖRÂó¨ÉÖJÉ´ÉxtÉè**

On the fourth day evening the Lord is again taken out in procession on a

vehicle called as Sarva Bhoopala Vahanam signifying that He is the Lord

of Lords.

One who has no grace of Vishnu cannot become a ruler.  In every ruler

may be of a region or a country or a continent or the entire earth or even

of all celestial regions, unless there is the aspect of Vishnu one cannot

become ruler. So every ruler having realized this fact should rule his re-

spective regions according to the line of Dharma. If any one crosses the

limits of his Dharma and clings to Adharma he will be punished.  This is an

eternal lesson for all human generations.

To instruct these all time principles, on this occasion of Brahmotsavams all

the rulers become a vehicle to carry upon them Sri Venkateswara with

great devotion. As mentioned in the Slokas like:

ºÉÚªÉæxnÖù¦ÉÉè̈ É¤ÉÖvÉ´ÉÉC{ÉÊiÉEòÉ´ªÉºÉÉèÊ®ú -
º´É¦ÉÉÇxÉÖEäòiÉÖÊnùÊ´É¹Éi{ÉÊ®ú¹Éi|ÉvÉÉxÉÉ:*
i´ÉqùÉºÉnùÉºÉSÉ®ú̈ ÉÉ´ÉÊvÉnùÉºÉnùÉºÉÉ:
¸ÉÒ´ÉäRÂóEò]õÉSÉ±É{ÉiÉä iÉ´É ºÉÖ|É¦ÉÉiÉ¨ÉÂ **

The Navagraha nayakas The Sun, The Moon, Mars,  Mercury, Jupiter,

Saturn, Rahu and Ketu and also all the rulers of celestial world become

the servants of servants of servants of servants of Srinivasa. They are all

now in the team of the Sarvabhupalas.

½þÊ®ú¶SÉxpùÉä xÉ±ÉÉä ®úÉVÉÉ {ÉȪ ûEÖòiºÉ: {ÉÖ°ü®ú´É:*
ºÉMÉ®ú: EòÉiÉḈ ÉÒªÉÇ¶SÉ ¹Ébä÷iÉä SÉGò´ÉÌiÉxÉ:**
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The six famous Chakravartins Harischandra, Nala, Purukutsa, Pururava

and Sagara are all there in the team of Sarva bhupala vahana.

MÉªÉÉ¨¤É®úÒ¹ÉÉè ¶ÉÊ¶ÉÊ¤ÉxnÖù®úRÂóMÉ: Ê¶ÉÊ¤É¨ÉÇ̄ ûkÉ¶SÉ {ÉÞlººÉÖ½þÉäjÉ:*
®úÉ¨ÉÉè Ênù±ÉÒ{ÉÉä xÉÞMÉ®úÎxiÉnäù´ÉÉè ªÉªÉÉÊiÉ¨ÉÉxvÉÉiÉÞ¦ÉMÉÒ®úlÉÉ¶SÉ **

 Similarly the sixteen Maharajas : Gaya, Ambarisha, Sashibindu, Anga,

Shibi, Maruttarat, Prthu, Suhotra, Parasurama, Rama, Dilipa, Nrga,

Rantideva, Yayati, Mandhata and Bhagiratha are also there in the

Sarvabhupala team of this day.

All these kings are iconic of Dharma and other noble qualities. On seeing

this Sarvabhupala Vahanam we remember all these exemplary kings and

try to follow our Dharma. This brings all the devotees so close to the

grace of Lord Srinivasa.

Mohini Avataram

MÉÉä¤ÉÞxnùÉ´ÉxÉMÉÆ ¤ÉÞxnùÉ´ÉxÉMÉÆ MÉÉäEÖò±ÉÉÊvÉ{É¨ÉÂ*
=¯ûMÉÉªÉÆ VÉMÉx¨ÉÉä½Æþ ¸ÉÒÊxÉ´ÉÉºÉÆ ¦ÉVÉä%ÊxÉ¶É¨ÉÂ **

Lord Srimannarayana is God of the Gods.  As Vishnu, as Sri Rama and as

Sri Krishna he has unparallel charms. Among all the gods he has

“Jaganmohana” as his special epithet. His extraordinary beauty intoxi-

cates even men.  Hence it was said, “Pumsam mohana rupaya” by the

scholars. “Jaganmohini” form is one  among many unusual incarnations of

Vishnu.

On the fifth day morning the Lord is taken out in procession decorated in

the attire of Mohini Avataram (One who in the Ksheera Sagara Madhanam,

distributed the Divine Nectar). By the side of the vehicle of Jaganmohini in

another ivory palanquin The child Sri Krishna with fistful butter is seated.

On hearing the name Jaganmohini the story of churning the Milky ocean is

recollected by the devotees generally. An interesting prelude is there for

the incident of Samudra mathana. It was in the Adi Krta Yuga.  By mere

thought of anything every body is getting every thing. All the Gods and

Sages were vexed with this.  They wanted something different from the
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way of their living. All of them want to immortalize themselves.  So they

approached Lord Mahavishnu and requested him to instruct them what to

do. Then he said to all, “Mathanam kuru (Do Churning)”. Then all the

Gods with the help of Demons started churning the Milky Ocean. Then

their churning stick was the Manthara Mountain.  The king of the snakes,

Vasuki was their rope.  To help them while the mountain was drowning,

Vishnu in the incarnation of KURMA stood under the Manthara moun-

tain. The process of churning was in progress.  All kinds of precious things

like Chintamani, Kamadhenu, Kalpavriksha, Aairavata, Mahalakshmi and

other things totally 14 in number called 14 Maharatnas were born out of

churning.  In the mean while the dreadful poison Kalakuta which was born

was swallowed and kept in his neck by Lord Mahesvara for the welfare

of all the worlds. Thence he was called Garalakantha. After all such won-

derful incidents at the end was emerged Amruta.  While the Demons were

fighting with Gods to take away the vessel of Amruta in between the GODS

and Demons there came the most stunningly beautiful young lady Sri

Jaganmohini the female incarnation of Lord Sri Vishnu for settle their quarrel

and distribute the Amrta in a proper manner.

This story of Samudramathana is known to all. But on parallel lines there

took place another Mathana by the sages sitting inside the caves of moun-

tains through the process of penance. They started churning but their own

manas (mind).  Their Manas was the ocean. Their Samkalpa was the

Manthara Mountain like churning stick.  Their Yogasadhana in the astanga

method is the rope of churning. There also they had the experience of

attaining the 14 yoga ratnas like Ashta Siddhis etc.,  At the end they at-

tained the Yogamrta.  While there was a clash between  the inner Asuri

and Daivi powers  there also emerged JAGANMOHINI by herself in the

form of KULANGANA or KUNDALINI for proper distribution of

Amrta. But this second episode is less popular and known in the Yogic

field only.

Such beautiful Goddess Mohini is today’s form of Srinivasa on the el-

evated mount moves in the four Mada streets to please all the devotees by

showering her nectarous blessings to all. On seeing such a most beautiful

female aspect of Srinivasa and by her side the little Balakrishna all the

devotees on the either sides of the Mada vithis were offering their devo-

tional prayers such as:
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+xÉxiÉEòxnù{ÉÇEò³ýÉÊ´É±ÉÉºÉÆ ÊEò¶ÉÉä®úSÉxpÆù ®úÊºÉEäòxpù¶ÉäJÉ®ú¨ÉÂ *

¶ªÉÉ¨ÉÆ ̈ É½þÉºÉÖxnù®úiÉÉÊxÉvÉÉxÉÆ ̧ ÉÒ¤ÉÉ±ÉEÞò¹hÉÆ ¶É®úhÉÆ MÉiÉÉä%Îº¨É**

Every heart is dancing with great joy to see the magnificent divine aspects

of Lord Srivenkateswara and offering their Nirajanas with camphor flames

at every stage. Expressing their pleasure in dancing and singing in different

styles of both classical and folk art forms.

                                          *********
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8. Garuda vahanam

¦É´ÉÉÎ¤vÉiÉÉ®Æú EòÊ]õ´ÉÌiÉ ½þºiÉÆ
º´ÉhÉÉÇ̈ ¤É®Æú ®úixÉÊEò®úÒ]õEÖòhb÷±É¨ÉÂ*
|É±É¨¤ÉºÉÚjÉÉäkÉ¨É¨ÉÉ±É¦ÉÚÊ¹ÉiÉ¨ÉÂ
xÉ¨ÉÉ¨ªÉ½Æþ ´ÉäRÂóEò]õ¶Éè±ÉxÉÉªÉEò¨ÉÂ **

Among all the Vahana sevas Garudavahana is the most important one.

There are many special events on this day particularly during this Vahana

seva.

On the fifth day evening the Lord Sri Venkateswara is taken out in pro-

cession specially decorated, with his main devotee and chief vehicle Garuda

(Garutmanta) the king of birds as his vehicle. It is a unique occasion when

thousands gather together and would like to witness the procession. This

day is also represented by the Chief Minister, Govt. of Andhra Pradesh

by symbolically offering new silk clothes to the Lord as a mark of obei-

sance and thanks giving to the Lord of the Universe. It is believed and said

that it is highly meritorious and mukti pradam to have darshan of the Lord

seated on Garuda.

¦ÉHòÉxÉÖEò¨{Éä MÉ¯ûb÷v´ÉVÉÉä%ªÉÆ
ºEòxvÉ¨ÉÉ¯ûÁ ÊEò®úÒ]õEÖòhb÷±ÉÒ*
{ÉÒiÉÉ¨¤É®ú¶SÉÉ¯ûºÉÖ̈ Éxnù½þÉºÉ:
¸ÉÒEòÉèºiÉÖ¦ÉÉä ¦ÉÉÊºÉ xÉ¨ÉÉä xÉ¨ÉÉä%ºiÉÖ iÉä**

The kind hearted GOD Srinivasa with a desire to bless his devotees mounts

on the back of Garutman on this day. One of the special features of this

Garuda Vahana seva is that the special ornaments like Makara Kanthi,

Lakshmi Haram, Sahasranama Haram etc., which on all other days exclu-

sively adorned to the Mula Virat or Dhruvabera in the Sanctum Sanctorum

are today adorned to Sri Malayappa Swami.   Similarly the flowery gar-

land of Godambika Devi of Villiputturu is specially brought on this day

from Tamilnadu and the priests decorate Srinivasa Swamy with that Gar-
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land. Beautiful, colorful and round-shaped white umbrellas which devo-

tees send from Tamilnadu also can be seen in the huge Convoy of Sri

Swamy varu as a mark of His Ananthakoti Brahmanda Nayakatva.

MÉ¯ûb÷Éä ´ÉÉ½þxÉÉvÉÒ¶É: {ÉÉnÖùEòÉEòÉ®ú¨ÉÉÊ¸ÉiÉ:*

{ÉÉnÖùEòÉvÉÉ®úhÉÉÊuù¹hÉÉä´ÉêEÖòh‘Æö ±ÉÉäEò¨ÉÉ{xÉÖªÉÉiÉÂ **

As for the philosophic interpretation GARUDA is the very form of the

Vedas.  So Mounting of Srinivasa  on Garuda suggests that the Vedas

alone are capable of spreading the message of Vishnu tattva to all the ends

of directions.

Garuda is the chief vehicle of Vishnu. Garuda is the Sandals of Vishnu.

One who bears the Vishnu padukas on his head will attain Vaikuntha by

the grace of Srinivasa.  Hence all the devotees in thousands and lakhs like

very much to watch the Garudavahana festival with great devotion.

                                          *********
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9. Hanumadvahanam

+YÉÉxÉºÉÉMÉ®úºÉ¨ÉÖkÉ®úhÉä |É¶ÉºiÉÆ
ºÉÖYÉÉxÉºÉäiÉÖ®úSÉxÉä ÊxÉ{ÉÖhÉÆ ¤ÉÖvÉäb÷¬¨ÉÂ*
±ÉI¨ÉÒ{ÉËiÉ ºÉÖ®ú´É®úÉÌSÉiÉ´ÉäRÂóEò]äõ¶ÉÆ
nùÉÊ®úpù¬{ÉÚ́ ÉÇnÖùÊ®úiÉÉèPÉÊxÉ¶ÉÉSÉ®úPxÉ¨ÉÂ**

In the morning of the 6th day of Brahmotsavams the devotees have the

pleasure of witnessing the most inspiring source of devotion Sri Hanuman

as the vehicle of Srinivasa who assumes the form of Sri Venkatadri

Rama. Hanuman was the personification of the BHAKTI in the form of

the most trusted and self less service to the Lord in his incarnation as Sri

Rama in Treta Yuga. No exaggeration is there to say that Lord Hanuman

was the greatest devotee of Lord Sri Rama.

As in the prayers like ®úÉ¨É®úÉ´ÉhÉªÉÖrù®úÉ¨ÉiÉÖ®úRÂóMÉÆ ¸ÉÒ®úÉ¨ÉnÚùiÉÆ Ê¶É®úºÉÉ
xÉ¨ÉÉÊ¨É it was heard that Hanuman was Rama’s horse in the war between

Rama and Ravana.

As if it were to remind the devotees that great incident, again in these

annual Brahmotsavams Hanuman appears as the vehicle of Srivaru.  Sri

Venkateswara in the form of Sri Rama,  in the Varada Mudra for gracing

his devotees, mounts up on Hanuman on this occasion.

+É\VÉxÉäªÉ¨ÉÊiÉ{ÉÉ]õ±ÉÉxÉxÉÆ
EòÉ\SÉxÉÉÊpùEò¨ÉxÉÒªÉÊ´ÉOÉ½þ̈ ÉÂ*
{ÉÉÊ®úVÉÉiÉiÉ¯û¨ÉÚ±É´ÉÉÊºÉxÉÆ
¦ÉÉ´ÉªÉÉÊ¨É {É´É¨ÉÉxÉxÉxnùxÉ¨ÉÂ**
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          I meditate up on Hanuman, the son of Anjana Devi and of the God

Pavamana.  His face is very pink in color.  His form is very charming like

that of a golden mountain Meru.  He immensely does the Rama japa and

Kirtana sitting under the shades of the divine Parijata Tree.  Hanuman the

vehicle of Sri Rama is the heroic one who freed the sorrow of Sita.  He is

the greatest among the monkeys.  He is the slayer the demon Akshaya,

the son of Ravana.  He is the one who trembled the entire city of Lanka

with his valor. His speed is equal to that of wind. He is the most self

controlled celibate, the best among the wise and always stands in the fore

front of Monkey-warrior troops.

         On seeing such great devotee of Sri Ramachandra every body will

surely get all kinds of virtues, will be freed from grief and attains the bless-

ings of Srinivasa.

          While the vehicle is such a great one the God on the vehicle Sri

Rama is still greater.  He is all pleasing God. Every one feels himself as the

most dearest one to Sri Ramachandra. Hence different people used to

call Sri Rama in different ways expressing their affection to him as found in

the following sloka.

®úÉ¨ÉÉªÉ ®úÉ¨É¦ÉpùÉªÉ ®úÉ¨ÉSÉxpùÉªÉ ´ÉävÉºÉä*
®úPÉÖxÉÉlÉÉªÉ xÉÉlÉÉªÉ ºÉÒiÉÉªÉÉ: {ÉiÉªÉä xÉ¨É:**

Dasaratha used to call him RAMA.  The chamberlains (Antahpura

Kanchukins) used to call him Ramabhadra.  His  Mothers used to call him

Ramachandra.   For sages like Vasistha, Visvamitra and others he was

Vedhas or Para Brahman.   The people of Ayodhya used to call him

Raghunatha.  His wife Sita used to address him “Natha” and for the people

of Mithila (the city of Sita’s Birth) he is Sitapati.

In this manner,  whatever may be the way his devotees call Him,  He

blessed them all with equal grace and without any difference and delay..

Such a great combination is that of Rama and Hanuman.

                                               *********
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10. Gajavahanam

On the sixth day evening the Lord is taken out in procession on Elephant

(Gaja) or Airavatam as his vehicle. For both Srinivasa and his spouse Sri

Devi the Elephant is one of the most dearest vehicle.

+·É{ÉÚ́ ÉÉÈ ®úlÉ¨ÉvªÉÉÆ ½þÎºiÉxÉÉnù|É¤ÉÉäÊvÉxÉÒ¨ÉÂ*
Ê¸ÉªÉÆ näù´ÉÒ¨ÉÖ{É¼´ÉªÉä ̧ ÉÒ¨ÉÉÇnäù´ÉÒVÉÖÇ¹ÉiÉÉ¨ÉÂ**

 This is an extract from Srisukta. Sitting in a chariot of horses the mother

of the Universe Sridevi always likes very much to declare the news of Her

arrival to the worlds through the grand trumpet sounds of the quarterly

elephants.

Further we can see two elephants on the either sides of Goddess Lakshmi.

Those two elephants are Para vidya and Apara Vidya.  So wherever

these two Vidyas prevail there exists the grace of Sri Mahalakshmi in

plentitude. Hence Sri Malayappa swami mounts up on Gaja on this sixth

day.

Sri Mahavishnu also likes Gaja or Elephants very much. We find in Sri

Madbhagavatam (Gajendra Moksham) Lord instantly coming to the res-

cue of Gajendra and get him relieved from the clutches of the Crocodile.

It is really a great instance to prove the magnanimity of Lord

Srivenkateswara.  Hence he is called Bhakta sulabha and Bhakta priya

and Bhakti priya.

An all time curious question of all devotees is what should we offer to

Lord for obtaining his grace. Should we offer our behaviour? Or Should

we reach a certain age? Should we be thoroughly knowledged? Should

we be born in a high race? Should we exhibit our valor in the wars?

Should we be the most beautiful people in the world? Should we be very

rich for obtaining his blessions? These are all the questions often the devo-

tees get in their minds. A suitable reply is given to all these questions in this

context in the following sloka.
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´ªÉÉvÉºªÉÉSÉ®úhÉÆ wÉÖ́ ÉºªÉ SÉ ´ÉªÉ: Ê´ÉtÉ MÉVÉäxpùºªÉ EòÉ?
EòÉ VÉÉÊiÉÌ´ÉpÖù®úºªÉ ªÉÉnù´É{ÉiÉǟ ûOÉºªÉ ËEò {ÉÉè̄ û¹É¨ÉÂ *
EÖò¤VÉÉªÉÉ: Eò¨ÉxÉÒªÉ°ü{É¨ÉÊvÉEÆò ÊEò¨ÉÂ? iÉiºÉÖvÉÉ¨xÉÉä vÉxÉ¨ÉÂ
¦ÉCiªÉÉ iÉÖ¹ªÉÊiÉ Eäò´É±ÉÆ xÉ SÉ MÉÖhÉè: ¦ÉÊHòÊ|ÉªÉÉä ¨ÉÉvÉ´É:**

What is the practice of a hunter (Dharmavyadha)?  What is the age of

Dhruva?

What is the learning of The king of the Elephants (gajendra)? What is the

caste of Vidura? What is the valor of the age old ruler of Yadu vamsa

Ugrasena? What is the beauty of Kubja (the humped woman)? What is

the richness of Sudhama? Though these people do not have any such

worldly possessions with them they are all equally blessed by Mahdava

because of their exclusive and undisturbed DEVOTION (BHAKTI).

Madhava doesn’t expect any other virtues in his devotees except their

BHAKTI.  Madhava is Bhaktipriya.  That is how he blessed GAJA and

made it his vehicle in the Brahmotsavas.

                                                 *********



31

11. Svarnarathotsavam

VÉMÉVVÉÉ±É{ÉÉ±ÉÆ EòxÉiEòh`öö¨ÉÉ±ÉÆ ¶É®úSSÉxpù¡òÉ±ÉÆ ̈ É½þÉnèùiªÉEòÉ±É¨ÉÂ*

xÉ¦ÉÉäxÉÒ±ÉEòÉªÉÆ nÖù®úÉ´ÉÉ®ú¨ÉÉªÉÆ ºÉÖ{ÉnÂù¨ÉÉºÉ½þÉªÉÆ ¦ÉVÉä%½Æþ ¦ÉVÉä%½þ¨ÉÂ**

This is a very pleasant event to all the devotees to behold Sri Malayappa

swami varu with his two spouses Sri Devi and Bhu Devi the Divine Moth-

ers of the whole Universe on the GOLDEN CHARIOT.  This svarna

rathotsava takes place on the evening of sixth day between the

Hanumadvahanam and Gajavahanam. This takes place very immediately

after the Vasantotsava of the day.   Another name of this Svarna Ratha

seva is Suvarana Ratha Ranga Dolotsava.

Here the devotees can see all the royal services (Rajadhiraja Lanchanas)

offered by the priests to the Great God of the GODS. All kinds of auspi-

cious musical instruments are played for the pleasure of the Lord Srinivasa.

While the Veda Pandits recites Vedic Hymns from Rgveda, Yajurveda,

Samaveda and Yajurveda the other devotees to sing in different ways to

join their voices in praising Srinivasa with prayers such as:

EÞòiÉÉ¨xÉÉªÉMÉÉxÉÆ JÉMÉÉvÉÒ¶ÉªÉÉxÉÆ Ê´É¨ÉÖHäòÌxÉnùÉxÉÆ ½þ®úÉ®úÉÊiÉ¨ÉÉxÉ¨ÉÂ*
º´É¦ÉHòÉxÉÖEÚò±ÉÆ VÉMÉuÞùIÉ¨ÉÚ±ÉÆ ÊxÉ®úºiÉÉiÉÇ¶ÉÚ±ÉÆ ¦ÉVÉä%½Æþ ¦ÉVÉä%½þ̈ ÉÂ**

The golden Chariot when seen even from distance looks like as if it were

the moving - golden replica of the Mahadvara of Sri Swami’s main Temple.

It causes such a surprising pleasure looking as if it were another

Anandanilaya.

The Chariot which is moving in the four Mada vithis is the other form of

the entire earth.  The four horses of it are the four Vedas.  Brahma is its

charioteer.  Pranava is the whip in the hands of Brahma to steer the horses.

Saucam,  Dharma, Tyaga and Yoga are the four wheels of the chariot.
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Satyam is its path. It gives the viewers a great divine feeling that their heart

has attained such a huge form of Ratha to carry Srinivasa, Sri Devi and

Bhu Devi.  Indeed to invite the great God into our hearts we should have

such purity of heart.

When we maintain Purity of heart, cling to the quality of Dharma, prepare

to relinquish self centeredness and being desirous of the essential Union

with Paramatma i.e. Yoga and if can follow the path of Dharma it is certain

that Paramatma will dwell in our heart-chariots of golden hue. Then every

heart of the devotee sings in praise of the great God in the following man-

ner:

VÉ®úÉVÉx¨É½þÒxÉÆ {É®úÉxÉxnù{ÉÒxÉÆ ºÉ¨ÉÉvÉÉxÉ±ÉÒxÉÆ ºÉnèù´ÉÉxÉ´ÉÒxÉ¨ÉÂ*
VÉMÉVVÉx¨É½äþiÉÖÆ ºÉÖ®úÉxÉÒEòEäòiÉÖÆ ÊjÉ±ÉÉäEèòEòºÉäiÉÖÆ ¦ÉVÉä%½Æþ ¦ÉVÉä%½þ̈ ÉÂ**

                                *********
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12. Suryaprabha Vahanam

Perhaps on seeing Sri Swami varu on different sacred and divine Vahanams

the Sun God also is curious to serve Lord Sri Venkateswara. So he has

become one of the Brahmotsva vahanams of Sri Venkateswara.  As a

result Suryaprabha vahanam is made ready for the service of Srivaru.

After the early morning Suprabhata Seva to the main Idol in the Sanctum

Sanctorum having offered all the pre-dawn offerings and Kainkaryams to

Swami varu, the team priests made ready the early morning Vahanam

Sri Suryaprabha vahanam.

The Suryaprabha Vahanam is such a brilliant one causing a blissful feeling

to all devotees it seems as if it were the very divine form the great GOD

SURYA DEVA had arrived to the earth to become a noble chariot of Sri

Venkateswara.

Lord Surya is a the very form of Srimannarayana. Hence the devotees call

him him Pratyaksha Narayana or Sri Surya Narayana Deva.

The divine form of Surya is praised by the devotees as:

{ÉnÂù¨ÉÉºÉxÉ: {ÉnÂù¨ÉEò®úÉä Êuù¤ÉÉ½Öþ: {ÉnÂù¨ÉtÖÊiÉ: ºÉ{iÉiÉÖ®úRÂóMÉ´ÉÉ½þ:*
Ênù´ÉÉEò®úÉä ±ÉÉäEòMÉȪ û: ÊEò®úÒ]õÒ ¨ÉÊªÉ |ÉºÉÉnÆù Ê´ÉnùvÉÉiÉÖ näù´É:**

The Sun God is seated in the Lotus seat.  He has two hands and

bearing lotuses. His brilliance is similar to that of lotuses. The Seven

horses are attached to his chariot.  He is adorable to all the worlds.

May that great God shower his favours up on us.

This is the essence of all the prayers of devotees.

VÉ{ÉÉEÖòºÉÖ̈ ÉºÉÆEòÉ¶ÉÆ EòÉ¶ªÉ{ÉäªÉÆ ¨É½þÉtÖÊiÉ¨ÉÂ*
iÉ¨ÉÉä%Ë®ú ºÉ´ÉÇ{ÉÉ{ÉPxÉÆ |ÉhÉiÉÉä%Îº¨É Ênù´ÉÉEò®ú¨ÉÂ **
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His splendor resembles the splendor of Japa flower. He is the noble

descendent of the Kashyapaprajapati.  He has great effulgence.  He

is the dispeller of darkness.  He destroys all our sins.  I offer my

salutations to that GOD of the Day.

This is the way of praying by some others.

Now sri Malyappaswami mounted upon the Vehicle in the form of Surya

Deva. Here the wonderful sequence is that The GOD VISHNU mounted

up on his own divine aspect.

Vishnu on Vishnu.  It is very rare occurrence.   The God is bestowing all

blessings on his devotees.

The Vedic prayers, Mangala Nirajanams with camphor flames, holy

Govinda Name chanting of the devotees, beautiful dances, melodious

bhajana sankirtanams and many other devotional folk art performances

are making the world something different.

Every where nothing else is there except devotion.  Minds are filled with

devotion. Words are filled with devotion. Deeds are devotional.  All the

Trikaranas _ Mind, Speech and Deed are all offered to the praise of

Devadeva.  Hence the devotees are alerting all the parts of their bodies

like this:

ÊVÉ¼´Éä EòÒiÉÇªÉ Eäò¶É´ÉÆ ¨ÉÖ®úÊ®ú{ÉÖÆ SÉäiÉÉä ¦ÉVÉ ¸ÉÒvÉ®Æú
{ÉÉÊhÉuùxuù ºÉ¨ÉSÉÇªÉÉSªÉÖiÉEòlÉÉ: ¸ÉÉäjÉuùªÉ i´ÉÆ ¸ÉÖhÉÖ*
EÞò¹hÉÆ ±ÉÉäEòªÉ ±ÉÉäSÉxÉuùªÉ ½þ®äú: MÉSUôÉÎRÂóQÉªÉÖM¨ÉÉ±ÉªÉÆ
ÊVÉQÉ QÉÉhÉ ¨ÉÖEÖòxnù{ÉÉnùiÉÖ±ÉºÉÓ ¨ÉÚvÉÇzÉ¨ÉÉvÉÉäIÉVÉ¨ÉÂ **

O my Tongue! Sing in praise of Kesava, O my Mind serve the Slayer

of the Demon Mura. O my Pair of Hands! worship Sridhara. O my

Pair of Ears! please heed to the divine stories of Acyuta. O my couple

of Eyes! Behold the beauty of Lord Krishna. O my two Feet! Go to

the temple of Hari.  O my Nose smell the fragrance of the holy leaves

of Tulasi offered to the feet of Mukunda and O my Head! Get bowed

down your self as a gesture of salutation to Adhokshaja.
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In this way all the devotees are serving the GOD Srinivasa on Suryaprabha

Vahana.

The Suryaprabha vahana is accompanied by many chariots, Horses, El-

ephants, Bulls with elevated humps and so on.  It is really a great festive

experience with full of divine feeling in all the hearts of the devotees.

                                                    *********
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13. Chandraprabha Vahanam

ºÉ ¶ÉRÂóJÉSÉGÆò ºÉ ÊEò®úÒ]õEÖòhb÷±ÉÆ ºÉ{ÉÒiÉ´ÉºjÉÆ ºÉ®úºÉÒ¯û½äþIÉhÉ¨ÉÂ*
ºÉ½þÉ®ú́ ÉIÉººlÉ±ÉEòÉèºiÉÖ¦ÉÊ¸ÉªÉÆ xÉ¨ÉÉÊ¨É Ê´É¹hÉÖÆ Ê¶É®úºÉÉ SÉiÉÖ¦ÉÖÇVÉ¨ÉÂ**

            While the devotees are offering prayers of this kind describing

various aspects of Lord Srinivasa the processional deity Sri

Malayappaswami Varu having mounted on the Chandraprabha vahanam

is about start his evening visit of devotees. The Crown of Swami varu

represents Upanishads.. His two ear ornaments are Jnana and Vairagya.

His silk garments are the Vedas.  His Yajnopavita is Pranava. His eyes are

the Bhakti and Karma.

His Kaustubha Mani is the Jivatma.  His Srivatsa is Jivachaitanya.  That is

why he has given equal status to all the Jivas on par with Sri Mahalakshmi

who is on his vakshasthala.

In the pleasant twilight while all the lotuses are about to sleep and while

the lilies (Kumuda flowers) are blooming, while the chakoras are waiting

for the beautiful rays of the moonlight, while the entire earth due to the

reflection of the milky beams of the Moon shining like the milky ocean and

while all the stars in the sky started their celestial dance to express their

devotion to Sri Venkateswara the moon has become the vehicle of Srivaru.

On the Chandraprabhavahanam Lord Srinivasa is about to move in the

Mada streets assuming the form of the five years young Bala Krishna in

posture of eating butter. On seeing that young Child Sri Bala Krishna all

the people are praising him in different ways just as:

xÉxnùxÉxnùxÉ{ÉnùÉ®úÊ´ÉxnùªÉÉä: ºªÉxnù¨ÉÉxÉ¨ÉEò®úxnùÊ¤Éxnù´É:*
ÊºÉxvÉ´É: {É®ú¨ÉºÉÉèJªÉºÉ¨{ÉnùÉÆ xÉxnùªÉxiÉÖ ¾þnùªÉÆ ̈ É¨ÉÉÊxÉ¶É¨ÉÂ**
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May the nectarous honey drops springing from the lotus feet of the

young son of Nanda become great rivers to bestow up on us extreme

bliss and endless wealth and please our hearts forever.

This is the essence of the prayers of all.

The Moon has become the vehicle of Sri Venkateswara.  The while milky

beams of the FULL MOON are consisting of the power of all his sixteen

candra kalas : Amrta Kala, Manada, Pupha, Tushti, Pushti, Rati, Dhriti,

Sashini, Candrika, Kanti, Jyotsna, Sri, Priti, Angada, Purna and Purnamrta.

While the Vahanam is moving in all the four Mada streets the hearts of the

devotees are filled with great Joy.

                                     *********
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14. Rathotsavam

On the penultimate day (eighth day) morning the Lord Venkateswara is

taken out in procession along with his concerts seated on a fully deco-

rated Chariot pulled by the devotees with the chanting of Govinda Nama

Smarana. Tirumala will be flooded with devotees to witness this occasion.

It is believed and said that those who witness the Lord seated on the

Chariot during Rathostavam will not be reborn. Idols of Daruka the chari-

oteer of Lord Sri Krishna and four horses are placed before the Lord on

the chariot.

¸ÉÒ´É±±É¦ÉäÊiÉ ´É®únäùÊiÉ nùªÉÉ{É®äúÊiÉ

¦ÉHòÊ|ÉªÉäÊiÉ ¦É´É±ÉÖh`öööxÉEòÉäÊ´ÉnäùÊiÉ*
xÉÉlÉäÊiÉ xÉÉMÉ¶ÉªÉxÉäÊiÉ VÉMÉÊzÉ´ÉÉºÉä

iªÉÉ±ÉÉÊ{ÉxÉÆ |ÉÊiÉ{ÉnÆù EÖò¯û ¨ÉÉÆ ¨ÉÖEÖòxnù**

While the devotees offer their prayers to Lord Sri Venkateswara with

different divine epithets in this manner, the Ratha Vahana festival of Srivaru

is about to start.  The chariot is well decorated with different kinds of

fragrant and colorful flowery garlands.  Four beautiful plantain trees are

attached to the four corner pillars of the Ratha.  Different designs and

pictures are carved on all sides of the Ratha bringing an added beauty to

it.

The beauty of chariot is deified with the Tiru Namam drawn on all four

sides of it on its cliff.

Sri Malayappa Swami with his two divine spouses Sri Devi and Bhu Devi

sat on that chariot very graciously.

The chariot mounted by him is the replica of the Universe.  The word

“Jagat” is Sanskrit equivalent of Universe.  “Jagat” means that which al-

ways incessant moment.  So it is not hyperbolic to say that the entire Jagat

is the chariot of Lord Srinivasa.  The scholars explain this Ratham in dif-

ferent ways.
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Some of them say that Srinivasa is the inner consciousness of all and the

Prakrti is the vehicle of that Supreme Consciousness (Paramatman).  Hence

the Prakriti is said to have been the best of all chariots of Sri Swamivaru.

For the very reason, Jagat which is the manifestation of Prakrti is here

considered to be the Ratha of Srinivasa in this festival. As said in the

following Sloka:

VÉ±Éä Ê´É¹hÉÖ: ºlÉ±Éä Ê´É¹hÉÖ: Ê´É¹hÉÖ: {É´ÉÇiÉ¨ÉºiÉEäò*
V´ÉÉ±É¨ÉÉ±ÉÉEÖò±Éä Ê´É¹hÉÖ: ºÉ´ÉÈ Ê´É¹hÉÖ̈ ÉªÉÆ VÉMÉiÉÂ **

Vishnu is in water. He is in Land. He is on the cliff of the mountain. He is in

the flames of fire. Vishnu is all-pervasive in this Jagat.

This is a classical example to prove that Jagat is the Chariot of Vishnu.

Similarly in the Kathopanishad there is a beautiful metaphoric expression:

+Éi¨ÉÉxÉÆ ®úÊlÉxÉÆ Ê´ÉÊrù ¶É®úÒ®Æú ®úlÉ¨Éä́ É SÉ*
¤ÉÖËrù iÉÖ ºÉÉ®úËlÉ Ê´ÉÊrù ¨ÉxÉ: |ÉOÉ½þ¨Éä́ É SÉ**

According to this citation, this mortal body is a chariot.  The inner Self

Consciousness which is the form of Vishnu is the charioteer.

If one can imagine the caves of the devotees’ mouths who repeatedly utter

the word “Govinda” are the chariots of the God.   If one can immensely

meditates upon,  Lord Vishnu can be seen in eyes, mind, thought, speech,

devotion and the body.  All these are different chariots of Sri Mahavishnu

who is Omnipresent.

ºÉ¨ÉºiÉ{ÉÉ{ÉÉèPÉÊ´ÉxÉÉ¶ÉEòÉ®úhÉ¨ÉÂ
ºÉ¨ÉºiÉ{ÉÖhªÉÉèPÉºÉ¨ÉÞÊrùEòÉ®úhÉ¨ÉÂ*
¸ÉÒ´ÉäRÂóEò]äõ¶ÉºªÉ {ÉnùÉ®úÊ´ÉxnÆù
±ÉÉäEòÉäkÉ®Æú iÉÆ ºÉiÉiÉÆ xÉ¨ÉÉ¨É:**
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         All the devotees, with prayers of this kind, are following the divine

chariot or the Divyaratha of Govinda in this Brahmotsava festival.  As said

in the Scriptures one who sees Kesava seated in this Divine Ratha will be

freed from the cycle of Birth and Death. (®úlÉºlÉÆ Eäò¶É´ÉÆ où¹]Âṍ ÉÉ {ÉÖxÉVÉÇx¨É

xÉ Ê´ÉtiÉä*)

                                            *********
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15. Asvavahanam

ÊxÉÊ¶ÉiÉÉÊºÉvÉ®ú! µÉVÉ EòÎ±EòxÉÞ{É!
|ÉhÉiÉÉÌiÉ½þ®ú! |ÉhÉ´ÉÉ·ÉSÉ®ú!
EòÊ±ÉEò±¨É¹É{ÉÒÊb÷iÉnùÒxÉVÉxÉÉxÉÂ
{ÉȪ û¹ÉÉäkÉ¨É! {ÉÉÊ½þ nùªÉÉ¨¦ÉÖÊxÉvÉä!!

          The incarnation of Kalki is the 10th and the last among all the spe-

cial incarnations of Lord Vishnu.  This incarnation of Vishnu is meant for

gracing His devotees with all kinds of prosperity and protection in this

drastic Kali Age.  To suppress the evil influences of KALI this incarnation

of Vishnu is meant.  For this sake Kalki bears in his hands the Sword of

Jnana and mounts up on the Horse of Pranava. That divine Horse of

Pranava is the vehicle of the Day of Sri Srinivasa during the

Brahmotsavams. To purify all the worlds Sri Malayappa swami is on that

Divine Horse and sets his journey in the four Mada Streets which are

representatives of the four Vedas : Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and

Atharva veda.

Sri Venkateswara always likes to move in the path of the Vedas.  These

four Mada streets are the very form of Veda marga.  Hence he is moving

in this path to bless his devotees.

This is the vehicle of the night of the 8th day.  The instruments of Ghana,

Tantri, Sushira and Atodya type are all being played with a

ªÉYÉä¶ÉÉSªÉÖiÉ MÉÉäÊ´Éxnù ̈ ÉÉvÉ´ÉÉxÉxiÉEäò¶É´É*
EÞò¹hÉÊ´É¹hÉÉä ¾þ¹ÉÒEäò¶É ´ÉÉºÉÖnäù´É xÉ¨ÉÉä%ºiÉÖ iÉä**

For this reason only all the devotees are singing in praise of the great

GOD with innumerable epithets.
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º¨É®úhÉÉiÉÂ ºÉ´ÉÇnùÉä¹ÉPxÉÆ ̧ É´ÉhÉÉÊnù¹]õ´ÉÌ¹ÉhÉ¨ÉÂ*
nù¶ÉÇxÉÉx¨ÉÖÊHònÆù ´ÉÒ®Æú ¸ÉÒÊxÉ´ÉÉºÉÆ ¦ÉVÉä%ÊxÉ¶É¨ÉÂ**

Just by remembering His name His devotees will be set free from all sins.

By listening to his great stories one will be set free from all sins. By seeing

His great form one will get liberation.  Such a great occasion is this

Brahmotsavam where we can utter His names, listen to his prayers and

can directly see his divine form.  So what cannot we obtain.,  Surely

everything.

                                    *********
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16. Chakrasnanam

MÉÆMÉÉÊnùiÉÒlÉÇVÉxÉEò{ÉÉnù{ÉnÂù¨ÉÆ ºÉÖiÉÉ®úEò¨ÉÂ*
¶ÉÆJÉSÉGòÉ¦ÉªÉ´É®Æú ¸ÉÒÊxÉ´ÉÉºÉÆ ¦ÉVÉä%ÊxÉ¶É¨ÉÂ **

Chakrasnanam is the end ritual of Brahmotsavams. A holy bath taken at the

end of any Yajna is called Avabhrtha snanam. This Avabhrtha Snana at the

end of the Brahmotsava Yajna is called Chakrasnanam. Chakarasnana alone

is as much important as the rest of total Brahmotsava vahana sevas all

together. On the tenth day morning, last day of the Brahmostavam, special

abhishekam (Avabhrutha Snanam) is held for utsava murti Malayappaswami

and his concerts Sri Devi and Bhu Devi in the complex of Lord Varaha

Swamy temple on the banks of Swamy Pushkarini. This ritual of Abhisheka

for Malayappaswami, Sri Devi and Bhu Devi is performed in the presence

of thousands of devotees. Along with the God and Goddesses the abhisheka

ceremony is offered to Sudarsana Chakrattalvar also. This is a very rare

honor. Among all the internal attendants of Sri Swamivaru only Chakrattalvar

is the recipient of this honor. This is the boon given by Sri Swamivaru to

Sudarsana Chakra.

The reason for such boon is that Sudarsana through out all the 365 of days

of all the years incessantly protects the devotees from the evil effects on

the Tirumala hills. Particularly during the Brahmotsava days Sudarsana fol-

lows the devotees of Sri Svamivaru like their shadow and protects them all

from all kinds of calamities. He drives away all evil forces like Bhutas,

Pretas, Pisacas and Demonic powers. Having pleased with the bhakta

rakshana vrata of Sudarsana, Sri Swamivaru gave this boon to him to re-

ceive the Abhisheka ceremony along with him on the last day of this grand

festival. Regarding the same Swamivaru ordered Brahma also to give a

share to Sudarsana in the Abhisheka seva. Accordingly Sudrasana is also

brought along with Malayappa Swami, Sri Devi and Bhu devi to the temple

complex of Adi Varaha Swami.

In this Abhisheka seva for Malayappa Swami, Sri Devi, Bhu Devi and

Sudarsana the ritual of Abhisheka through Sahasra Dhara patra is per-

formed.  Through that vessel of one thousand holes the fragrant waters of

turmeric and sandal paste is poured up on them four while the Pancasukta

pathana accompanies the activity.  Then they are offered Pancamrta Snana.
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Later abhisheka with turmeric waters is offered to them.  Finally Suddhodaka

snana is offred. After that new and dry cloths are enwrapped to the four

deities. Thus the Abhisheka is completed.

After the Abhisheka ceremony is over, the Sudarshana Chakra (Disc weapon

of the Lord) is immersed in the waters of Swamy Pushkarini. A large num-

ber of devotes wait for this holy and rare occasion and simultaneously take

a dip in the Pushkarini waters at that time. It is believed and said that one

will get absolved from sins by taking a dip in Swamy Pushkarini simulta-

neously along with the Sudarshana Chakra on this day.Those who witness

this rare Chkara snana ceremony will attain a permanent place in Vaikuntha.

´ÉèEÖòh`öö´ÉÉºÉÆ ´ÉèEÖòh`ööiªÉÉMÉÆ ´ÉèEÖòh`ööºÉÉänù®ú¨ÉÂ*
´ÉèEÖòh`öönÆù Ê´ÉEÖòh`öö®úÉVÉÆ ¸ÉÒÊxÉ´ÉÉºÉÆ ¦ÉVÉä%ÊxÉ¶É¨ÉÂ**

*********
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