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TARIGONDA VENGAMAMBA

An extract taken from the book "Tirupati Sri
Venkatesvara" by Sri Sadhu Subrahmanya Sastry, A TTD
publication.

"Sri Ramaa-Parinayamu" (Sri Lakshmi's marriage) was
composed by Tarigonda Vengamamba in Dvipada metre in
popular style describing the marriage of Venkatesa with
Lakshmidevi, interspersed with jocose episodes. Even from
her girlhood intense bhakti was engendered in this poetess
for the Deity of her native village, Tarigonda Narasimhasvami
~ and she was obsessed with her devotion to Narasimha which
extended towards Venkatesvara of Tirupati, both of whom
she considered to be identical Deities. Her father forcibly
married her, hoping to tumn her from her wayward life into a
family woman. But she had resolved to forsake family life
and devote herself ardently to the service of Venkatesvara.
Her husband died young, and she, as a young widow, left her
parents, moved to Tirumala and settled herself there in
constant contemplation of Venkatesvara. She also practiced
yoga as an accessory to meditation under a certain
Subrahmanya-guru, as she mentions at the end of this "Sri
Ramaa-Parinayamu". Herein she alsonotes her father's name
as Kanala Krsnarya and her mother's name as Mangamba of
Vasistha-gotra of the Nandavara community of Brahmanas,
to which Tallapaka Annamayya, poet-laureate Allasani
Peddanamatya and Saluva Timmarusu Pradhani of
Krsnadevaraya also belonged. From her husband Injeti
Venkatacalapati, her surname came to be "Injeti".

She avers in some of her other literary works as in the
"Dvipada-Bhagavatamu", "Raja-Yogasaramu" and
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"Venkatacala-Mahatmyamu", that she was unlettered, that no
teacher taught her "O-na-malu" (Telugu alphabet), and that
she endeavoured to write by the grace of Narasimhasvami
and requested poets, learned men and critics not to find fault
with her prosody. She had highly developed her Yogic powers
and secured, through intuition great mental faculty which
enabled her to master both Telugu and Samskrta languages
and acquire scholarship in them with aptitude to render into
Telugu poetry three Puranas. Varaha, Bhavisyottara and Padma
‘Puranas and with suitable additions of her own in the Padma-
purana, and to compose Telugu poems and other works based
on the "Mahabharata" and "Bhagavata" and the booklet, "Raja-
Yoga-Sara" (essence of "Raja-Yoga") in dvipada metre. Her
works were "Venkatacala-Mahatmyamu", Dvi pada-
Bharatamu", "Cencunatakamu", "Yogavasistamu", "Rajayoga-
saramu", "Visnu-Parijatamu", "Sri Rama-Parinayamu", "Siva
Natakamu", "Muktikanta-Vilasamu", and others. She
dedicated her works to Sri Narasimhasvami of Tari gonda and
Sti Venkateswara as one and the same Deity and in her "Vishnu
Parijatamu" she identified both of them with Sri Krsna.

She probably lived during the second half of the 18th
and the first half of the 19" Centuries. In her later life she
took to intense yoga and meditation on Venkatesvara, having
resorted to the *"Tumburu Kona", undaunted, in the midst of

* Tumburu Tirtham alias Tumburu Kona is a natural gorge and it is
considered to have formed some 100 crore years ago. Though of
geological interest, it is in a thrilling setting in the deep woods in the
siren atmosphere. Even now ordinary people afraid to go there unless
in mobs and the impending dangers can casily be imagined when
Tarigonda Vengamamba resorted to, in those days.
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the thick forest about ten miles to the north of the temple
for a few years after her sojourn at Gogarbham Tirtham for
sometimes and living in incessant vision of Venkatesvara.
Thereafter she shifted herself back to Tirumala, spiritually
enjoying Venkatesvara's presence continually. It is said that
Venkatesvara appeared before her whenever she called Him,
thatis to say, that she realised Him in her yogic trances. Her
tomb still stands in a garden on the north side of the north
street in Tirumala, She offered a mutyala-harati a wave of
camphor-lightin a silver plate glued with pearls in the form
of one of the Dasavataras, the ten Incarnations of Visnu, each
night of Bhoga-Srinivasa image put to bed in the cradle in
Venkatesvara's temple; and it continues in observance even
to this day through the descendants of her family. She was a
realised soul.

‘Thirty-one documents executed on palm-leaves,
registering grants of villages and lands, gifts of gold coms
and donations of rice, in favour of Tarigonda Vengamamba,
were preserved by the late Sri Gundepalle Kuppayya
connected with Vengamamba's family. Sri S.Krsna Reddy,
M.A., B.Ed., (Gopi Krsna) while being Principal of
S.V.B.Nagi Reddy English Medium School, Tarigonda
Vengamamba gardens at Tirumala, got them for the reference
of Vidvan K.J Krsnamoorthy, M.A., of S.V.U. Oriental
Research Institute, who was kind enough to show me his
summary of them.

They range in date from the Saka year 1707, Kaliyuga
era year 4886 and the cyclic year Visvavasu, Caitra month,
equivalentto March 1785A.C., to Saka 1730, Kaliyuga year
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4909, Cyclic year Vibhava, Phalguna month, equivalent 19
February 1809 A.C. - a period of 25 years.

The gifts were intended to enable her to perform the
Nrsimha-Jayanti in the Vaisakha month and feeding people
on that day, which she must have inaugurated some years
earlier. This Jayanti, which happens on the 13th day of the
bright fortnight of the Vaisakha month is similar to Sri Rama-
Navami taking place on the 9" day of the bright fortnight of
the Caitra month commencing the lunar year in March-April,
and Sri Krsna-Janmastami or Gokulastami or Krsna-Jayanti
occurring on the 8" day of the dark fortnight of the Sravana
month in September. On these days of their birth the
respective Deities are worshipped with elaborate rites in
houses and in temples. |

Itis for the feeding of people by Vengamamba on Sri
Nrsimha -Jayanti day that the gifts were made by the
residents of several villages. The donors included headmen,
accountants, cultivators, purohits, merchants of the setti
(Komati) class, phanalavaru (retail shop-keepers), beri-settis

Near the Tirtham, there is a cave called "Venkamamba gavi", where
she is supposed to have meditated and it is believed that there is a
secret passage in it connecting both the Tirumala Temple and her
private garden at the present Convent School. In support, there is a
well like pit covered by a big granite slab near tomb mantapam in the
School. A small Anjaneya image is also there, believed to have been
worshipped by her. Tradition says that she used to make flower garlands
to Sri Venkatesvara, sitting on that granite slab. Even today it is
considered to be holy and is being worshipped. Following her example,
Adhikari Ramalaksmana dasa, the brother disciple of Mahant
Prayagadasa, did penance at Tumburukona for 6 months.
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(dealers in jewellery, gold and silver), nuta-ibbandru-
nagaram-varu (102 prominent merchants of the town),
palegars (military/police officers endowed with a few
villages for their maintenance and entrusted with the
guardianship of Sri Venkatesvara's temple and the
surrounding country as the wardens of the Marches), and
the zamindar of Dindigallu.

Some of the villages of the donors are stated to be
tiruvilayattam (correctly tiruvidayattam, meaning granted to
God, devadanam), comprised in the ul-mandalam (inner
circuit, interior or central region around the temple of
Venkatesvara) within the Godugula-nadu (a mistranslation
into Telugu of the old Tamil name Kudavur-nadu, interpreting
kuda (for kodai) as godugu, umbrella, in some later
inscriptions of the Devasthanam, it occurs as *Godagarnadu-
a group of villages formed with the central village Kudavur
which probably lay a little south of Tirupati but is now
nonexistent), and included in Tonda-mandalam province.

In the earliest deed dated in the Saka year 1707,
Kaliyuga era year 4886, the Cyclic year Visvavasu, Caitra
month, bright fortnight (the date is not given), Sunday
(combined with) the Asvini star (March 1785), the karnam
(accountant) of the Candragiri taluka, Setuvaraya-pilla, had
executed a document of the gift of 50 guntas of land

*Godagarnadu : Kapus or Reddis of this area i.e., the native Reddis
settled on the banks of the river Suvarnamukhi are called Godaganati
Reddis on account of this regional name and nowhere in Andhra
Pradesh this particular sect is found except those who migrated from

this area to Tamilnadu and elsewhere.
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measured with the pole of 48 feet, formed into plots with
ridges and lying close to the water in Agaram village situated
to the west of the hill fortress of Candragiri to the east of
Aitepalle and to the north of the Vrsabha-parvatam (bull-
hill), in the region lying to the south of the Sesacalam Hill,
comprised in the tiruvidayattam and the ulmandalam within
the Tonda-mandalam (the old Pallava territory with the seat
of rule at Kancipuram), in favour of Matrusri Vengamamba.

s 5:\’» o
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In the next record of Saka 1716, Ananda, Margasira-
suddha 15 (the full moon day of the bright fortnight
(=Saturday, 6th December, 1794), Kalluri Rangapati Raju,
son of Aubala Raju and Vengamamba, and grandson of
Kadiripati Raju, (probably the palegar of Kalluru), assigned
one aparanji-ruka (a small coin of pure gold) per year to be
paid by each householder belonging to the class of purohits
(priests), Setti-vartakulu (merchants of the Setti or Komat:
community), Kapulu (cultivators), and phanalavaru (retail
shop-keepers) of the villages falling within the grantor’s
jurisdiction (ma-taluka-gramadulalo), for the charity of the
free feeding on the occasion of the grand festival of
Nrsimha-Jayanti.

In the varsasana-dana-patrika (the deed of charity of
yearly contribution) the palegar of Pulluru-Mogarala,
Raghunathanayani-varu, the son of Kesavappanayanivaru and
grandson of Timmappanayanivaru, is stated to have issued
an order (selavu) for the yearly payment of 5 (five) Tirupati
varahalu for the grand festival of Sri Nrsimha Jayanti to
Matrusri Vengamambagaru. Itis dated in Saka 1717, Raksasz,
Asvayuja-suddha 15 Saumya-vasaramu (=Wednesday, full
moon day, 28" October 1795 A.C.)

Ten days later in the same year on Asvayuja-bahula 10
(=dasami) (Saturday, 7-11-1795 A.C) the palegar of
Bangarupalem, Candrasekhara nayanivaru, son of
Venkatavirappa-nayanivaru and grandson of Candra sekhara-
nayanivaru entitled Sriman Mahanayankacaryulu, issued
orders in the villages under his charges for the payment of
twelve varahalu and varsasanadanamu, for the charity of
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feeding at the grand festival of Sri Nrusimha Jayanti to
Matrusri Vengamamba.

In the next year S. 1718, Nala, Kartika-suddha 10,
(=November 1795A.C palaegar Rajasri Mamandau Krsnama-
nayanivaru executed a charitable deed of the grant of land of
97 guntas in the Baranigadda cultivation field lying to the
west of Tungapallu in the Pudipatla and to the east of
Perumallapalle, situated within his rule, to the south of the
Sesacala-parvatam and comprised in the tiruvidavattam-
ulmandalam, to Sri Vengamamba’s Matham (monastery) for
the charity of feeding during the Nrsimha utsavam. He
granted the land with libations of water and gold in dedication
of Sri Lakshmi Nrsimha so as to be enjoyed by the donee
till the moon and the sun last, eternally. '

On the same date, S. 1718, Nala, Kartika-suddha 10
(=November 1796 A.C.) another member of the palegar
family of Mamanduru (he might be actually the palegar, while
the donor in the previous record might have been his brother
or son), Venkatappa-nayanivaru, son of Mamanduri Sarvappa-
nayaka entitled rajamanya, raja pujitulaina, rajsti (favoured
by the lcing, honoured by the king, and honourable king), made
a similar grant of land of 77 guntas at the same site within
the same limits, and under his authority, to Sri Vengamamba’s
" nunnery for feeding during the festival of Sri Nrsimha.

This deed is stated to have been written by
Venkatrayadu, son of Tankasala Varadappa. Varadappa perhaps
worked in the tankasala or mint, and hence tankasala became
his surname. This implies the existence of a mint for coinage
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of money, probably maintained by the Mamanduru palegar
himself.

In Saka 1720, Kalayukti, Sravanabahula 5 (=August
1798 A.C.), the palegar of Karakambadu, Viraraghavappa-
nayanivaru, son of Raghavappa-nayanivaru and grandson of
Dasari-nayanivaru, granted 100 guntas of land to the north
east of Nallamanikalva village to Tarigonda Vengamamba’s
mathamu towards the charity of feeding during Sri
Nrsimhotsava in the Vaisakha month established by her, that
she might enjoy it with the right to grant, sell, or otherwise
dispose it, and entitle her di sciples also to enjoy it,
perpetually till the lasting of the moon and the sun,
acandrarka-sthayiga.

A certain Basivi Reddy, perhaps a prominent ryot of
Pedakondupalle in Tayyuru-payakattu in the Karvetinagaram
taluka, made a donation of one pula-varaha each year, to the
matham of Tarigonda Vengamamba for feeding on the
Nrsimha-Jayanti day. This is dated in October 1803 A.C.

In September 1806, one Timma Reddy of Gottigallu
granted a small piece of land to Sri Vengamamba’s matham
for feeding during Sri Nrsimhotsavam in Vaisakha month.

In Saka 1728, Aksaya, Vaisakha-bahula 5 (Pancami),
Saumyavasaramu (=Wednesay, 7th May, 1806), Venkatasami,
Son of Kalikamba vara-prasada-kulaina (recipient of the boon
given by Goddess Kalikamba)-Veligaram Dhanakoti, with the
consent of Gajula Basivi Reddy and Basivi Reddi-Cavidi
Reddi, donated one pula-varaha per year to Sri Vengamamba’s
matham for the feeding during Sri Nrsimhotsavam in the
Vaisakha month.
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In Saka 1717, Raksasa, Adhika-Bhadrapada (intercalary
month) suddha 5, Saumya-vasara, Hasta star (=Wednesday,
19" August, 1795 A.C.), the Jameddaru (Zamindar) of
Dindigallu, Arani Vijaya-Venkatapati Raja-bahadaru varu,
presented two villages, Vadamadura and Citturu, within his
charge, for the calculated expenditure of 4,000 Rupees,
made up of Rs.2160 per year for the satram (feeding-house)
maintained by Matrusri Vengamambagaru, 480 rupees for
Svami (Some service for Venkatesvara-probably the conduct
of the nitya-karpura-harati, the waving of a light of camphor,
every night during the bedding of the Processional Image,
in a silver plate inlaid with pearls forming of the Dasavatara
(ten incarnations of Visnu) which was noted to have been
carried on by Vengamamba’s niece Cengamma in the early
decades of the 19 Century during the administration of the
temple by the English East India Company; and it is being
continued to this day; 360 rupees for the nitya-taliya (taliga,
daily food offering) and 1000 rupees for her mano-vritti-
kharcu (expenses as per her desire).

In the Cyclic year Ananda, Phalguna suddha 7 (saptami)
(=March 1795 A.C.), the Beri-Setti community, residing in
Tirumala and Tirupati, who donated one aparanji-ruka (a small
coin of pure gold) per household shop per year and
undertook to collect the amount for Vengamamba for the
charity of feeding on the occasion of Sri Narasimha
Jayantyotsavam, are described as living in Tirumala. Tirumala
being the Divine Throne, as entirely famed from the
beginning for all good qualities, as being the progeny of
- Kubera (God of Wealth), and the illustrious administration
of the city of Ayodhya (perhaps as the city council), as having
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become renowned through the blessings of Dharmasivacarya,
as hallowed by the community and the gotra (the particular
risi’s lineage) of Tirukaccinambi (they consider him as a
Vaisnava saint of their own community) as the bees of whose
mind sucked the honey of the sacred lotus-feet of Sri
Varadarajasvami, and as belonging to the gotra of the Sahasra-
Rsi, and as residing in the three suburbs and designated
nagaramvaru (men, prominent men of the town).

In Saka 1717, Raksasa, Phalguna-suddha 15 (full moon
day) (=March 1796 A.C.) nuta-ibbaandru-nagaram-varu (the
one hundred and two persons of the town), living near Sri
Govindarajasvami on the Divine Throne in Tirupati, being
famed from the beginning as possessing all good qualities,’
having been the illustrious rulers of Penugonda (perhaps as
the town council), having become prosperous as the progeny
of Kubera, being the brethren of Kanyaka (Goddess), being
famed by the power of the blessings of Bhaskaracarya, and
being the worshippers of the divine lotus-feet of Sri
Janardanadeva, donated one aparanji-ruka per house per year
to Matrusri Vengamamba for the Nrsimha Jayanti
mahotsavam.

In the document of Saka 1718, Nala, Caitra-suddha 10
(=March 1796 A.C), Racappa Setti, Lingi Setti, Kesava Setti
and others comprising the one hundred and two nagaram-
varu made a gift of one aparanji-ruka per year by each house
hold of theirs to Sri Vengamamba for the feeding on Sri
Nrsimhotsava day.
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Likewise the Nuta-ibbandru-nagaram varu of different

villages contributed one aparanji-kasu for each year from
each of their houses to Vengamamba for the same purpose
of feeding on Sri Nrsimhotsava day, namely, the 102
vartakulu (merchants) of Nagapatlapeta (Bhakarapeta),
Rangampeta, and other villages, in Saka 1718, Nala, Chaitra-
bahula7, (=April, 1796 A.C) the Setti and other 102 nagaram-
varu of Ayyavaripalle in the Pileru taluka in Saka 1718, Nala,
Chaitra-bahula 7 Friday (=April, 1796 A.C.) and the 102
nagaram-varu of Penumuripeta village in Saka 1720
Kalayukti, Chaitra-bahula 13 (=Saturday, 14-4-1798 A.C.)
of one sankhu ruka (perhaps impressed with the mark of the
sankhu or chank shell) per year.

In the last record, the thirty-first one, the vartakulu,
resident near Sri Prasanna Venkatesvarasvami of
Mangalampeta and being Penugonda- puravaradhivarulu,
headed by Devatu Venkatesam Setti, Rapuri Venkatrama Setti

-and others in consensus contributed one sankhu-ruka from
cach house for each year as varsasanadharmam to
Vengamamba for the feeding on Sri Nrsimha Jayanti grand
festival day and for the sumptuous flower service. This is
dated in Saka 1730, Kaliyuga year 4909, Vibhava, Phalguna-
suddha 5 (=Sunday, 19th February 1809 A.C.)

In Saka 1719, Pingala, Caitra-bahula 5, Sunday (=April
1797 A.C), the eighteen Phanalavaru of sthalam and
parasthalam (of the locality and outside) donated one
aparanji-ruka per house per year to the matham of Matrusri
Vengamamba for the charity of feeding prescribed during
Nrsimhotsavam in the Vaisakha month, to be enjoyed through
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the succession of her disciples till the lasting of the moon
and the sun.

The Redlu (ryots of the Reddi class) and the Karanalu -
(village accountants), in Saka 1720, Kalayukti, Sravana-
suddha 2 (vidiya), Wednesday (=July-August 1798 A.C),
subscribed two Tirupati varahalu each year to the matham of
Vengamamba for Nrsimhotsavam, to be utilised by her
disciples in succession being paid by the donors, sons,
grandsons and descendants as acandrarka sthayi. The donors
belonged to the village of Vavilitota in the Cittoor-taluka.

In ten documents executed in the two years, Saka 1716,
Ananda (1794-95 A.C.) and saka 1717, Raksasa (1795A.C.),
the different classes of people resident in a dozen and more
villages agreed to deliver one manedu (half a measure) of
rice per month from each house to Vengamamba for the
feeding on the Nrsimha-Jayanti festival day. In three records
the maintenance of a cali-bindra (calipandiri, a water-shed
supplying drinking water to pilgrims, maintained by her) is
also noted. Some of these villages are stated to be
tiruvidayattam i.e., Devadana villages, granted to God. Six
classes of villagers generally are said to have agreed to the
contribution of rice, viz., Reddies, Karanulu, Paurohitulu,
Setti-vartakulu, Kapulu, and Phanalavaru. Alamelu
Mangapuram, in which a duplicate Venkatesvara abides, is
said to be comprised in the Nagapatla-taluka of the hilly
tract; but this village is nowadays known as Mangapuram
merely, while Tirucanur is called Alamelu-Mangapuram. In
some villages the people agreed to deliver four ballalu of
rice per year on the aggregate, and in Tondavada village of
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two puttis of rice, comprising one putti from the karu yield
(December-January crop) and one putti from the koda crop
(summer crop), together with four aparanji-rukalu.

Those charities of gold coins and rice and grants of
lands and villages by the palegars and the Zamindar of
Dindigallu appear to be quite voluntary offers; and there 1s
no evidence in the documents of any person canvassing for
gifts and donations on behalf of Vengamamba. The people
must have come to know enough of Yogini Vengamamba, of
her religiousity in her worshipping Sri Narasimhasvami and
celebrating His Jayanti and of her charitable disposition in
feeding people on that day, in running a water-shed for
pilgrims, in carrying on some service of flowers and a food-
offering to God; and must have highly appreciated her
religious career to induce them to make voluntary gifts to
her. This is the symbol of religious merit which she gained,
apart from the literary merit she also eamed through her
religious, yogic and philosophical books.

To secure such a stage of public favour, Vengamamba
must have worked, for a decade or more, ardently to convince
people of her sincerity of purpose.

In her girlhood she developed devotion to Sri
Narasmihasvami of Tarigonda, her birth-place; and this piety
made her disdain household work and move peculiarly in
the family to the irritation of her parents. They married her
to her dislike, and her husband died soon; and she became a
widow in her very early life. She might have resided with
her parents for a few years more, and might have shifted
* herself to Tirumala at her age of 20 years or so and worked
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strenuously as a religious recluse for about a decade,
whereon her fame spread in the country and voluntary gifts
were made by people from 1785A.C., to 1809 A.C., a period
of 25 years. As per note of C.P.Brown in his “Telugu
Dictionary” that she was livingin 1840 A.C., she must have
~ then been in her ripe old age of 80 or 85 years, and might
have lived on for about a decade more.

Consequently Vengamamba might have been *born
‘between 1750 and 1755 A.C., might have taken her
permanent residence on Tirumala about her twentieth year
where probably she carried on the worship of Sri
Narasimhasvami and His Jayanti already begun by herin her
native place Tarigonda whose presiding Deity He has been
and Whom she worshipped from her girl hood; and might
have lived on for 90 or 95 years upto about 1850 A.C.

In her literary works she identified Sri Venkatesvara
with Sri Tarigonda Narasimhasvami.

*In an hand-bill released in forties by late Sr1 .
Gundepalle Kuppaiah Sarma, the heir apparent of Tarigonda
Vengamamba Matham at Tirumala, it can be seen that
Tarigonda Vengamamba demised in Saka 1738. Isvara
Sravana-sudda 9 (navami) corresponding to 7-8-1817, but
it is doubtful, as C.P.Brown indicated that she was living in
1840 A.D.-So, the Saka year 1738 may be wrongly noted for
1798. Hence her date of demise may be taken as 7-8-1877,
and in that case she might have lived for more than 120 years;
like Ramanuja.
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