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Sapsiess sy Nammlawar's “Tiruviruttam”
The Drama of the love Divine & se 3¢
Bowo3 HTO®IS. Tiruviruttam is so called
because of its autobiographical slat; The
Vruttanta or happening that is described
here is the mystic vision of the divine
Vouchsafed to Nammalwar. The opening
verse underlines the “all pervading” na-
ture of the Divine, the lord Who mani-
fests as everything on this earth. It is to
this lord who Suffered as one of us that
we have to pray to redeem us from false
knowledge wrong conduct, body of dirt.
However, our prayers Must be as the flame
of aspiration symbolised by the heroine of
Tiruviruttam. The heroine is the jiva, our
soul struggling to reach the Divine and it
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is seen to go through the different mysti-
cal states, such as aspiration,the dark night
of the soul, yearning, prostration and the
vision. The inner drama of the Divine is
conched in the vestments of a young girl's
love-lorn state. She yearns for her beloved
her servant acts as an ambassador and
her mother gives the necessary help for
the meeting to take place the different psy-
chic moods are projected with the help of
nature imagery. The blandishments of
Samsara that torture the soul seeking the
Divine are symbolised by the many
pronged attack of nature on the girl in love.
However no where are we left in doubt
about Nammalwar's intention, which is re-
ally a tryst with the Divine. Almost every
verse carries reference to the Lord. We
Absorb the all pervading glorius manifes-
tation of the Divine,as we do while read-
ing the "riks in the Rigveda" It is this
realisation that leads us to the heaven of
Spiritural peace."
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