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FOREWORD

“‘Vedo Akhilo Dharma Moolam’. The Vedas are the
source of the Sanatana Haindava Dharma. The Puranas and
Itihasas (legends) originated to explain the philosophy of
God in the Vedas.

The literature of the Puranas is very ancient and
extensive. Keeping with the standards of ‘Ashtadasa
purananaam karta satyavatee sutah’, \Vedavyasa, the son of
Satyavathi, wrote the 18 Puranas and made exceptional
efforts to propagate the essence of the Vedas. These 18
Puranas, taking on qualities such as sarga, prati sarga,
vamsa, manvantara, and vamsanucharita, use typical
narrative style and spread the qualities of Dharma
everywhere as ordained by the Vedas.

The Ashtadasa (18) Puranas were hailed by the
ancestors as the limbs of Paramatma (the Lord). Among
them, the Vishnu Purana was acclaimed as the right hand
of Sri Mahavishnu. This Purana, which has been divided
into six components, has 126 adhyayas. In the line of
Puranas, Vishnu Purana occupies the third place. This
Purana is considered to reign in the Satvik (virtuous)
element. Vishnupurana, which propounds the four kinds
of purusharthas, dispels all kinds of doubts and affords
peace to the mind. This Purana describes how Sri Hari has
become the sole source of origin for this jagat (universe).

A reading of the Purana or listening to it destroys sins
of all kinds in a man. One can acquire the result of
‘Avabrudha snana’ (bathing at the end of the Aswamedha
yaga). Vishnupurana parayana (reading) or Sravana
(listening) endows one with more punya (sanctity) than that
one acquires by fasting in Prayaga, Pushkara, Kurukshetra,
or on the banks of the sea.
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Such a holy Vishnupurana has been attained by
Maharshi Parasara through the boon of Maharshi Vasishta.
This Purana was explained by Maitreya to Sameeka in the
age of Kali. Hence this Vishnupurana is lauded as “Parasara
Maharshi Praneeta Sri Vishnupurana.”

Tirumala Tirupati Devastanam, as part of its campaign
to propagate Haindava Dharma, is publishing spiritual texts
in various languages. For this, it has set up a ‘Purana Itihasa
project’ (a research project on puranas and legends) and
has taken up the onerous responsibility of translating the
Ramayana, the Mahabharata, and also the Ashtadasa (18)
Puranas into Telugu.

This book with the title *Sri Parasara Maharshi Praneeta
Vishnupurana - (Kadhasankshepam)’ has been written in
simple Kannada in the form of stories by Dr. C. S. Urmila.
| hope that this book, which in itself is a form of Vishnu,
will be appreciated by the devotees and make them ecstatic.

Let the Lord’s favour and protection be on the readers!
Wishing and praying that Dr. C.S.Urmila would be blessed
with the divine grace of Lord Venkateswara all the time.

In the Service of Lord Venkateswara

e

Executive Officer

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
Tirupati.
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