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“ He sitteth on his throne in the centre and the breath of
his mouth giveth life to the World. He toucheth the Stars with his
finger and they run their course reyoicing."
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“ The shadow of knowledge passeth over the mind of
man as a dream, he seeth as in the dark, he reasoneth and is
often deceived."
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“ Who is like unto the Lord in glory? Who in power
shall contend with the Almighty? Hath he any equal in Wisdom?
Can any in goodness be compared unto him?"
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NEETI NIDHI
A unique exercise in translation

One outstanding work of Prabhakara Sastry is his trans-
lation of'an English work "Economy of Human Life' into Telugu.
This translation by him was a unique exercise for more than one
reason. The translator did not have proficiency in English. The
fact that he came to know of the existence of such a work was
itself surprising as only two copies of it were available - one in
the Library of Theosophical Society, Adayar, Madras and an-
other in the National Library, Calcutta. Thus the rarity of the
original work is an unusual feature.

Prabhakara Sastry has mentioned in his foreword to his
translation how he came to know of this work. Sastriji's friend
and esteemed scholar, the late Manavalli Ramakrishna Kavi, who
was himself a post- graduate, once told him of this work and
suggested to him to translate it into Telugu. That a research
scholar of the calibre of Ramakrishna Kavi should have thought
that Prabhakara Sastry who did not know English could ably
translate the English work into Telugu does credit to both of them.

The title of the Telugu translation is "Neeti Nidhi", The
word "Neeti" here means aphorisms and the word Nidhi' means
atreasure. Prabhakara Sastry has given the reason for not con-
forming to the title of the original work. He felt that a Telugu
translation of the original title would be rather unsuitable. More-
over, our ancients had considered such works as belonging to
Neeti Sastra'. (i.e. Science of Ethics). Since the work deals with
moral values, the translator felt that for the Telugu version the
pithy title he had chosen would be unobjectionable.

Here one should know about the greatness of the origi-
nal work, part of which Sastriji got read out to him and was



astonished about its uniqueness before he decided upon its trans-
lation into Telugu.

A personal note has to be struck here inevitably. [ came
across a pocket size publication of this work, when by uncle Dr.
Veturi Sankara Sastry and my self visited G.A. Natesan's book-
stall in Esplanade probably in the early forties. I was a post-
graduate student at that time. I drew by uncle's attention to this
tiny book and suggested to him that the book might be pur-
chased as I had no money with me. It was bought for one rupee
and fourteen annas by him. For a long time it was in my uncle's
library at Muktyala. Later on when I was in Delhi on service |
wrote to my uncle and he kindly sent it on to me. I gave that
book, no doubt, to a good friend and a bibliophile, one Kota
Lakshminarayana,and the book was lost. Before it was lost in a
letter to the Editor, Statesman, New Delhi, I wrote about this
book. The letter was published on the 19th August 1963 under
the caption " A Chinese Emissary to the Grand Lama - A Rare
Book and its Mysteries". The Chinese aggression was on or was
over at that time.

The pocket sized book was unpriced. It was published
by Luzac & Co., 46, Great Russel Street, London in 1902. It
was a translation by an Englishman who preferred to remain anony-
mous, from an Indian manuscript written "by an ancient Bramin".
The translator had addressed two letters to Lord Chesterfield,
his patron, forwarding the texts in two instalments to him on May
12, 1749 and January 10,1750. The letters gave the following
details about the origin of the manuscript and how he came by it.

The Chinese Emperor (reigning probably in 1749) was
interested to know of the hidden treasures in the archives of the
Grand Lama of Tibet and sent an eminent Chinese scholar Cao-
tsou, well-versed in Tibetan language, with a letter of introduc-
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tion and lavish presents, to the Grand Lama. Cao spent about
six months in the Sacred College where he was lodged and with
the assistance of learned Lamas took copious notes from no-
table works of antiquity.

"The most ancient piece he hath discovered and which none of
the Lamas for many ages had been able to interpret or understand, is a
small system of morality written in the language and character of an-
cient Gymnosophists of Bramins; but by what particular person, or in

what time, he does not determine".

The Chinese translation of the work became popular and
the learned men of that country attempted to attribute it either to
Confucius or Lo kium, the founder of the Taossee sect, conve-
niently assuming that the original Chinese text might have been
lost and probably its translation in Sanskrit was only extant. On
the basis of internal evidence, some others inferred that it might
have been written by the Brahmin Dandamis "whose famous let-
ter to Alexander the Great is recorded by the European writers".
Cao seems to bave aggreed with the latter hypothesis.

Regarding the person to whom the book was sent to
communicate to the public and the person who translated it into
English, it was said:

" There are some reasons which at present make it proper
to conceal, not only his own name, but the name of his corre-
spondent, who has now resided in China several years, and been
engaged in a business very diffenrent from that of collecting liter-
ary curiosities. These reasons will not subsist long: and as he
seems to intimate a design, on his return to England, of publish-
ing an entire translation of Cao-tou's whole journey, the public
will then, in all probability, have an opportunity of being satisfied
concerning any particular which they may be curious to know".
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Evidently by 1902, when the Economy of Human Life
was published by the Luzac & Co, the identity of the persons
referred to was not known.

The preface to the book was written by a Douglas M.
Gane of Richmond Hill. The preface mentioned that the book
when first published had a ready sale in England and that by
1812 itran into its fiftieth edition. Then it dropped out of notice.
The book would seem to have been translated into French, Ger-
man, Italian and Welsh. It was paraphrased in verse, illustrated
in various styles and by distinguished artists. The publishers
brought out a new edition in 1902 to revive interest in the book.

The book is in two parts. The first deals with the duties
of man; passions like hope and fear, anger, pity ect. Women;
man in his capacity as husband, father, son and brother; acci-
dental differences among men like rich and poor, master and
servant etc; social obligations like justice, charity, gratitude, se-
curity etc., and religion. The second deals with the organic struc-
ture, physical sense and the soul of man; his infirmities like vanity,
inconstancy ect., and their effects, the ignoble and noble quali-
ties of human beings; and natural accidents which man is heir to
like prosperity and adversity, pain and sickness and death.

On the basis of by letter, the Statesman got the position
checked from the National Library, Calcutta. The Library has a
1798 edition. The Economy of Human Life printed by T. Rickaby
for E. Harding, Pall - Mall, London 1798. This edition isin seven
parts. Part I duties that relate to man considered as an individual;
part IT of the passions; part IIl women; part [V consanguinity, or
natural relations; part V Providence or the accidental differences
of men; part VI social duties: part VII religion.

A. Mawaz of Dacca interacted to my letter in the States-
man on August 20th 1963. He had mentioned that he had a book
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in his possession with a different title; "UntoThee I Grant" (Unto
thee [ Grant the Economy of Life"). It is a private, revised, and
limited edition in modern English, revised by Ramatheri, and is-
sued by the Roscicrucian Order. It contains the unknown En-
glish Explorer's letter of may 12, 1749 and the Chinese Emperor's
letters to the Grand Lama of Lahsa.

Mawaz mentioned that the preface says that the English
man's letters were addressed to the Earl of Derby who (along
with other interested English scholars) had commissioned the
former to gather unknown historical and geographical data. It
appears that a rare copy of the original translation in English
(done in 1749 by the English explorer from Cao-Tsou's Chinese
Version brought from Tibet to the court of the Emperor of China),
issued in a limited edition by the Earl of Derby, is preserved in
the archives of the Rosicrusians. As it was felt that the legibility of
this copy could not be preserved for more than a few years, the
issue of the present edition was specially authorised, as has been
mentioned earlier.

Mawaz in his letter had further said that excavations in
Egypt and Jerusalem within the last hundred years revealed that
the original manuscript could not have been written by Confucius
or anyone of his time or nation or beliefs. He has put in quotes
that:

" There is every indication throughout the work most of
it was written by Amenhotep IV, Pharaoh of Egypt, during the
years 1360 to 1350 B.C. or thereafter, or by some of his suc-

cessors in the great school of mysticism which he founded in
Egypt."

Mawaz has not mentioned the source and authorship of
the quotation.
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Prabhakara Sastry's Telugu translation was published in
May 1926, the publisher being the great Andhra Patriot, busi-
nessman, and journalist the late Kasinadhuni Nageswara Rao. It
was priced at one rupee and eight annas. It was prescribed as a
text book probably for the intermediate course by the Andhra
University at one time. This translated work was dedicated to
the son of the then Zamindar of Muktyala on the occasion of his
nineth birthday, since the Zamindar had provided all facilities for
printing etc.

In his foreword Prabhakara Sastry felt that the original
might be a Buhdhistic treatise. There are references in the book
here and there to places in Arabia and Egypt. Sastriji observed
that there were no strong grounds to say that the manuscript was
written by a Brahmin. He had reproduced a passage from his
Telugu translation which he says would not be acceptable to any
Hindu. Retranslated into English (for want of the original text
from Economy of Human Life which is not readily available) it
runs as follows:

" Even if it (soul) exists after you die,

do not think that it existed before your birth.
It was created along with your body.

It has grown with your intestines."

Prabhakara Sastry suspected that probably the English
translator had changed the sentence in accordance with his reli-
gious faith or had made an addition. There was no other evi-
dence of anything else being contrary to Hindu faith.

It is interesting to know how Prabhakara Sastry who
was unacquainted with English language proceeded with the trans-
lation of Economy of Human Life into Telugu. It was no doubt, a
hazardous proceeding which only a seer who could see through
the veil of language the ideas that are pulsating in the passage
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with the minimum of aid of an intermediary could feel and render
the translation appropriately and even improve upon the original
pieces. Owing to the irretrievable loss of the rare book it is not
possible to make a comparative study meticulously. However,
Dr. Ananda Murthy, the editor of the journal, Manimanjari cop-
ied some passages pertaining to the introduction from the book
available with Theosophical Society library which could be utilised
for purposes of illustration atleast. Given below are the English
passage and their para-wise rendering in Telugu done by Sastriji.

INTRODUCTION

Bow down your heads unto the dust, o, Ye, inhabitants
of the earth, be silent and receive with reverence instruction from
on high.

ONBBHE: $odYerTe! ol S5 &?é?gesacﬁéaaeé) Beoen
S0, 52@@@, OHECHSE® Trer805H.

Wherever the sun doth shine, wherever the wind doth
blow, wherever is an ear to hear, and a mind to conceive, these
let the precepts of life be made known, let the maxims of truth be
wondered and followed.

KD"(%@’JS"%B)%&& Bo&®, OIS &é&é?ﬁ)é&ﬁs, Qe
$Boend (13rothent a:oc‘.gdiwéa s HAB0SE, EEIQ DS

éé&éaoe:o IO caaHoeE! 658?30“33%533@ éés*g@oo“acaa(‘éaéamé!
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All things procced from God. His power is unbounded.
His wisdom is for eternity and his goodness endureth for ever.

K500 DIHATNEDOE SHDB. S 38 SHHO
S, S S B, GADD TH5HED FEYBER.

He sitteth on his throne in the centre and the breath of his
mouth giveth life to the world. He toucheth the stars with his
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finger and they run their course rejoicing.

e 635%56)&) &?126(%65?3253326 @@Jb%‘géméyéocg 0.
BOHS ABTIHHD (HB0BBIC (@eaBNDHB.  WADD
Sgpsmen A8 SEBsmen (HeDoHdN: (HEO0wHK)d.

On the wings of the wind He walketh abroad and
performeth His will through all the regions of unlimited space.

TATPERE) ATPaHS aDHoBL00S DHRFNS K
SO BJ JoEeR0en HOERENE LoHTNE.

Order and grace and bounty spring from his hand.

o, (5530, 05w, oD N0l cHHSBoD
zﬁ)é&c‘i}.

The voice of wisdom speaketh in all his works, but the
human understanding comprehendeth it not.

VDY 5°EgEWO0RY PP IYDOAWLHH. S
JoeR3ieng TR B8 BRES SH{HB.

The shadow of knowledge passeth over the mind of man
as a dream, he seeth as in the dark, he reasoneth and is often
deceived.

BN I0DS @;éag)dﬁa SPIHY 5055080 o0& wocd
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But the wisdom of God is as the height of heaven; He
reasoneth not; His mind is the fountain of Truth.

=9, A &50HD VepBin THEE B HBCERSH.
S KBRS FDe> B, GARD oy DEEDS SeBeY.

Justice and mercy wait before His Throne, benevolence
and love enlighten his countenance for ever.

xL
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Who is like unto the Lord in glory. Who in power shall
contend with the Almighty: hath He any equal in wisdom? Can
any in goodness be compared unto him?

BBohomrHenHnt DBSH? ¥Boho o HEEESE
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$586800e?

He itis, O man! Who hath created thee; thy station on
earth is fixed by His appointment; the powers of thy mind are the
gift of his goodness; the wonders of thy frame are the work of
His hand.
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Hear then His voice, for it is gracious, and he that obeyeth
shall establish His soul in Peace.
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For a Telugu scholar who did not know English the
translation is not only precise but also an improvement over the
English version. How did he achieve it? In the foreword to his
Telugu translation, Prabhakara Sastry mentioned the modus op-
erandi, as follows:-

"I got the Telugu meanings written by a friend who just
then passed his B.A. degree examination. The meanings he had
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given were useful only to understand the original text to some
extent. Keeping it on hand, I had done the rendering in Telugu
afresh with the assistance of my brother Chandrasekhara Sastri
(L.M.P.). The translation will conform to the original text. Though
there is hazard to some extent in understanding the work as [ do
not know English consider that it has served the purpose some
what of constructing sentences in Telugu to bring out its elegance.
I shall now translate it into Sanskrit also."

Sastriji could not carry out his intention to translate
'Economy of Human Life' into Sanskrit.

The translation of Economy of Human Life into Telugu,
as seen from the introduction should be deemed as excellent.
There are, however, one or two points that may be mentioned
here. The word 'bounty' in the sentence 'order and grace and
bounty spring from his hand'is taken a beauty and translated into
Telugu as such. This is in all probability a typing or manuscript
mistake in English. The sentence "He toucheth the stars with his
fingers and they run their course rejoicing" has been improved
upon and beautifully rendered in Telugu.

Prabhakara Sastri's traslation of "Economy of Human
Life" does not read like a translation of a work from a foreign
language. It has the stamp of originality of a mighty mind that has
taken the opportunity of rendering, a work into Telugu to display
the translator's mastery over Telugu and its beauty and elegance
of expression that endures for all time. I consider this work as
Sastriji's unique contribution to Telugu literature.

It is desirable that the mystery that surruonds the
'Economy of Human Life', which is indeed a precious work should
be unravelled. A brief recapitulation of what has been stated in
the foregoing paragraphs seems to be nesessary for making some
suggestions for this purpose. We have known how this rare book
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was in the archives of the Dalai Lama of Tibet, and how at the
instance of the Chinese Emperor this was one of the works trans-
lated into Chinese language by Cao-Tsou. This was further trans-
lated into English by an Englishman residing in China who pre-
ferred to remain anonymous at the time he despatched the trans-
lations in instalments to either Lord Chesterfield or Lord Derby.
It was, however, mentioned that the reasons for his anonymity
'will not subsist for long'. The translator seems to have indicated
his intention to publish the entire translation of Co-Tsou's whole
journey.

A. Mawaz of Dacca had stated in his letter published in
the Statesman (20th August 1963) that excavatoins in Egypt and
Jerusalem, carried out some hundred and odd years since, re-
vealed that the original manuscript might have been written by a
Pharaoh, and that there is every indication in the work to that
effect. Prabhakara Sastry has also stated in his preface to the
Telugu translation, ( Neeti Nidhi) to the 'Economy of Human
Life' that there are references, here and there, in the work to
'Arabia’ and 'Egypt'. From the foregoing it would seem there is
ample scope for research to probe into this matter which calls
for an international endeavour.

If possible, it has to be ascertained whether there is any
work extant of this type in Sanskrit (or any other langrage for
that matter) in the Library of the Dalai Lama inTibet, if the Li-
brary did not get ravaged during the Chinese occupation of
Tibet. The next endeavour has to be to get at the Chinese ver-
sion of the 'Economy of Human Life' by Cao-tsou.

The above two investigations should be feasible since
India's relations with China have improved to some extent. All
the literature available on the authorship of the work from the
point of view of the Chinese scholars has to be collected.
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Another interesting matter that requires research is the
considered view of A. Mawaz that there is every indication
throughout the work that most of it was written by Amenhotep
IV Pharaoh of Egypt during the years 1360 to 1350 B.c. or
thereafter, or by some of his successors in the school of mysti-
cism which he founded in Egypt. Historians and archaeologists
of Egypt should be able to throw light on this aspect.

Finally, we come to the authorship of the English transla-
tion, namely, 'The Economy of Human Life. It should not be
intractable to know whether there is any translation of Cao-Tsou's
works or any work of his journey to Tibet as there is every prob-
ability of the anonymous Englishman having accomoplished the
task he had set for himself.

All this endeavour has to be undertaken by our embas-
sies in the concerned countries. With a scholar and linguist of the
eminence of P.V. Naraimharao as the Minister for External Af-
fairs, it should not be difficult for our Cultural Attaches or the
Ambassidors in the respective countries to establish contacts with
the Governments concerned and the scholars in those countries
to unravel the mystrey that sorrounds the "Economy of Human
Life". This enterprise will be in accord with our cultural heritage.

Hyderabad -Veturi Anjaneyulu
21-9-1982
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