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PREFACE

Love is blind. It is blind to the extent of being indis-
criminate to the animate and inanimate articles of the Uni-
verse. A lover or love as the case may be perceives the ob-
jects of the Universe only as instruments to materialise the
ultimate union. But the ecstacy of emotions and adoration
when diverted towards the omniscient, omnipotent force ac-
quires some inscrutably sublime qualities and goes under the
name Bhakti. The Lord becomes Nayaka and rest of the souls
are nayikas. In intertwaining the great philosophical thought
with relishable Srngara poet composers like Jayadeva and
devotees like Chaitanya Mahaprabhu were oblivious of them-
selves and made compositions which are everlasting in mys-
tic literature. Surdas was one of such luminaries in the Fir-
mament of Hindi literature; though he was blind by birth, he
had an inner vision and divine inspiration to lead him to the
heights of supreme bliss thrbugh iis Sur Sagar particularly in
establishing Vatsalya Bhakti. ’

But Annamacharya, the 15th century poet-devotee of
Loird Venkateswara perhaps surpassed all the poets and de-



votional composers of the country in the vividness of his sub-
jects, haunting Ivricism and in the brilliance of imagery he
cmployed. While Surdas was physically blind Annamacharya
was devotionally blind to the external world. In his 32,000
Keerthanas of both Smgara and Adhyatma he saw none else
except Lord Venkateswara. His life’s experiences, knowledge,
devotion and what not everything was utilized in bringing
out a compromise with Lord Venkateswara. But for the fact
the Keerthanams are in Telugu, this poet-devotee of superhu-
man abilities and qualities could have been idolised as a sym-
bol of mystic poetry.

Dr. M. Sangamesam, the author of this book, has dore
yeoman service to the Indian literature in presenting a com-
parison of this ocean of devotion with an equaliy worthy coun-
terpart of Hindi literature who was the exponent of Vatsalya
Bhakti.

The earnestness of the authzz m inst'ling an aware-
ness of Bhakti through bringing out this book is well estab-
lished by the fact that he voluntarily offered the aid he re-
ceived to get this book published so that the T.T.D. which has



already been popularising Annamacharya compositions could
make this book available to the literary world.

How best his laudable intentions and the
Devasthanams’ efforts are fructified depends mostly on the
devotees who are on the other bank of torrential flow of de-
votion.
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SEgR wewaa A qg a4y e frefra i § fe wowws & B
e wf sidem ¥ sra winl W agg staw W sonfaa gen
T SHH TAHT QT W W WG QU AEC A7 | TTET R a0
99g TR T ww av WA § | g% g wfE ¥ gra fafw g ae
atfgen wiea & wa fieedt Wit sta an wiw-afger § R § g0 aman
Ty @iy B are-aet ax foe gefaa B w1 9 sw wE gTga
FEgE A g omar ) feg, guaid o s@ At aqu wg ¢ T
ategat @<t & fafim wha-dxadl &1 g @ fem, 9 @@ @ oy
sraTaTd & wiv-wifgem 1 awedvam § ft dguiaan gar-at ae
JAT | O WAl A AT it W dan sy
ATYHATT HT GO AG H AU E | TR qgN I WAl w1 glawlan
G ARATAH HY THAT q QIGAT F TwE IO w0 § | g7 wifgew
TE W w1 AR aferer § s & e swe F Fagraw aw wfy
& slew Fe J @ gwT 1 s & Qi A gew geeow
sar § T wfaw swew foar | aewwad ot sl SaeowgT A
et fomra ¥ @A g Wi e afeew s gen gvn o wwife
gl fadll § i afiper @ dsET WY ST TATE-EATET F A @ AT
giaeara S afew & wtstat we-wfdl o3 swarnd Y s s
afcefae a1 & 1 afe-fasw, gwm, Tw-wer Sdt & sfa sraEnd
& ot whr-wiaer saww it , a7 fafredn dmam & sew A
et | a7 wf @ ITTeEr it wweEn ArEAT o f B9 EY, aWA
qaf w77 GNgE W HIAY ST AIPT W wfed w9 H %6 g
A v wt A A 1 fex, owerad @ feefa F, M ged
fanr & wfeg 4w @9 § o @IFC, W AR AR J g AW
AT Y WY WO UFl AT T@T AT WY | AT B s
T ® I & quefadl W oA wiw ) 5o fm afae @ g
T 39 da% w7 e ot sroATATd Fqai ¥ g 1 sfowrwg &
i q & /W S ¥ @ ox fred § ) @ ww aEt @ adt
faewd frwrent s awat § i s & fawfaa see e whe-davamt
T AEATATE W1 DG-AGA AT, TG A O € A HAw
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