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This is a rare Sankirtanam of Tallapaka Chinnanna who was recognised by his
contemporaries as a popular singer and composer in the Tallapaka family. He is known for
his mellifluous dwipada style, sweet diction and high sense of music. In fact, all the ladies,
children and grand children of Annamacharya’s family appear to be composers and singers
as seen from the textual references and sculptural representations. Several “Sri Krishna-
Mudra-Padam-s” identified with the fourth composer Chinnanna. Two songs with Venkata
Mudra variants, are also being retrieved and verified like the ‘Cheluva Venkateswara’/
Venkatappadu etc., mudras-s. Further study may bring more clarity in this regard.

Navaroj raga agrees with the traditional singing Sri Krishna (Laali and Jola) padam-s.

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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This is another unpublished song taken from TPS vraataprati (6609, SVORI, Tirupati),
not found in the Tirupati copper plates. The same song is also seen in some other manuscripts.
This song appears to be that of Peda Tirumalacharya as seen from its compositional content
relating to ‘AlamEImanga — Sri VenkaTa RmaNa’, which happens to be his specific mudra.

As this Song.100, in the manuscript, is grouped in the ‘KEdaaragouLa — Ata taalLa’
cluster of songs 95 to 106, the same could be in the same Raaga, though not specifically
mentioned.

Although the term ‘Alaapachaari’ meaning aalapti, is familiar from the compositions of
Peda Tirumalacharya, it is not known what place it has in this song except indicating the
authorship.

- Veturi Anandamurthy.
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This is a beautiful song of the TaalLLapaaka Poet’s not found in the Tirupati Copper

plates, but noticed in TaaLLapaaka Sankiirtanalu (ShESHaachaaryula vraata prati) paper

manuscript and other palm-leaf manuscripts like 11640 of TMSSML&RI.
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We are not sure now, whether all the compositions of all the composers in the TP
family, which are still available in various second or third generation PL & Paper manuscripts
in the South, have all been secured and copied earlier on copper plates Or some more of
their CPs are yet to be traceable!

The readings found in the Palm-leaf mss., in charaNa-s 1.3 and 2. 1 look better than

the readings found in the paper manuscript at Tirupati.

“Sri Krishna mudra” songs gathered so far which are nearly 36 (15+21) in Telugu
compositions appear to be those of Chinnanna, the fourth composer in the Tallapaka family
(see my research article in Rasamayi-2005). Further probe may reveal or confirm more
about the other composers in the family and about their compositions as well.

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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During the Sahasraabdi Celebration of Bhagavad Raamaanujaswami it is appropri-
ate to pay tributes to his memory for the service he rendered towards the promotion of our
Bhakti cult, Cultural renaissance, Religious tolerance and National integration.

Religious and Cultural centers like the ancient Tirumala and the Yadava Narayana
Chaturvedi Mangalam (present MelkoTe region) in the south stand as shining examples in
promoting Hindu Dharma through Devotional Literature and Music. The TaalLLapaaka
VaaggEyakara-s have eulogized the glory of these divine Centers in their compositions.

Annayya(16thC), the grandson of Padakavita Pitamaha Taallapaaka Annamachaarya
wrote a beautiful Yakshaganam based on the story line of ChellapiLLaraaya’s marriage with
Biibi Nancharama. The authorship of the unpublished cluster of TaaLLapaaka songs with
Cheluva—VenkatEshwara mudra is now attributed to Annayya, the author of the Yakshaganam
ChellapiLLaraaya Charitram. This is new information with regards to TP compositions

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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This is an unpublished song of TP Poets not found in the Tirupati copper plates.

Gujaguja Rekulu and GobbiLLu are traditional preparatory wedding group songs

usually sung by young and unmarried girls.

This is a wedding song composed by TalL Lapaaka Pedda Tirumalaachaarya describing
the girl children’s activity on such occasions. Inscriptional evidences state that Annamacharya
was the progenitor of Sri Venkateswara VaivaahikOtsavams at Turumala, where his role
was that of the Father-in-law. There are hundreds of TaalLLapaaka songs on PenDli

tiruNaalLLu composed during their life time.

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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This viraha shringaara sankeertana appers to be that of Annamacharya advising the Divine

naayika to act suitably in view of the happenings of three types of Utpaata-s described, while describ-

ing Her beauty. Another good song for dance interpretation.

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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| want to place on record here, the opening pages of “TaalLLapaaka Sankirtanalu”
theTP family preserved text, introduced to the literary world for the first time in 1949 by
Gurudev VPS by quoting some songs in his introduction to ‘Anamaachaarya Charitra’ (1949),
which have also become very popular. Infact this book of songs which is the most important
source text now available for research, has unfortunately become the cruel target of utter

neglect by scholars for unknown or unverified reasons.

Now we are wanting to re-introduce the same which contains more than 288 new
songs along with certain other compositions retrieved from repositories like TMSSML(TNJ)
& SRC, IGNCA, (BLR) with a critical projection, thanks to the MOC’s TNF Scheme, courtesy

of SVORI, Tirupati and the enormous public interest generated.

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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In this unpublished shringaara sankirtana of Peda Tirumalacharya, the poet describes
the divine beauty of the Nayika’s eyes, bosom and the pairing nature of the couple.

Usually breasts are compared with chakravaka birds. The comparison is not accept-
able cause, the upamaana pair of birds occasionally meet and get separated, whereas the
upamEyaa-s remain together for ever.

Similarly, the beautiful eyes of the Nayika can never be compared with BEDisa type of
fish which frequently clash unlike the sight of the Naayika which remains constantly focussed
on the Lord divinity.

The Lord (VEnkaTa) is hard in His actions, but the Lady (kalakanThi) is always sweet
and soft.

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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This is yet another unpublished new Shringaara Sankiirtanam of the TalLLapaaka
Composers addressed to Chakramalluuru Soundaranaatha. ChakramallUru, near Tiruval Luru
is considered as one of the ancient 108 Vaishnava DiivyadEsham-s where Chakramalluur
Sri VenkatEswara temple exists (Google search). | understand there is another ancient
Chakramalluru near Madurai and one more near Vellore. (In the early sixties | saw one huge
fallen wooden Door jamb near Meenakshi Amman temple, Madurai wherein, along with the
Dashavatara depictions, representations of the TP VaggEyakara-s were also noticed as at
Tirupati, in witness of their extent of influence in the south).

So, this song could be on any one of those Godheads. In view of the title of the text
and the mudra VenkatarayaDu contained in the song the TP authorship need not be doubted.

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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It appears that this compilation “taalLLapaaka Sankiirtnalu” (6609 SVORI,TPT,1941)
was methodically preserved as a family text with attention to the order of Raga-s. As such we
could today identify with ease, many of the missing Raga names of many new songs found
in this manuscript. The importance of this manuscript is that it contains compositions of
different authors of the TP family in one place, with their identified individual or variant mudras,
occurring mostly in clusters of different raga-s. The present Sankirtana in ‘Sourashtra’ is one
such example noticed.

- Veturi Anandamurthy.
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Sankeertana 203 - As its content projects, this is supposed to be a farewell song sung
by Tallapaaka Chinna Tirumalaachaarya to Tirumala precincts, while leaving for GunTuru
siima on the divine mission of performing “Sankirtana AruLapaaDu” at MangaLagiri around
1537 AD. This song reflects many of the traditional and historical accounts of the famous
twin temple towns of Tirumala-Tirupati of the 15th-16th centuries.
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- Jéard @50tk

This is a well-structured song of the TaalLLapaka Pedda Tirumalacharya, describing
the natural beauty of the divine heroin. Natural beauty does not require other artificial beauty

aids to enhance. It radiates from within. Beware of the effects of diShTi, says the poet.

Although the opening Pallavi part of the song is missing, the inherent symmetrical
structure of the composition allows editorial interventions. | supplied the missing portions
within brackets based on its content and structure. We can always insert the relevant

PaaThaantara if we trace the original in future research.

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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This song 264 of TPS is a rare gem in their Shringaara Sankiirtana-s not found in the
Tirupati Copper Plates. Its root contents are traced from one of Annamchaarya’s Ela padam
(20) quoted above in Telugu. Annamacharya describes in this song the native Indian ludo
(paachikalu - dice) game the divine couple played as part of their love play. He employed the
native traditional terminology like yekka for 1, duga for 2, tiga for 3, chouka for 4 etc. The
native usages employed are significant in the context. That such a beautiful Sankirtana of
the TP Poets should hide neglected till this day is a wonder!

- Veturi Anandamurthy
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Recently I received the beautifully presented ‘Venugopala Satakam’ from my friend
Prof. Tangirala Subbaraogaru which included various compositions on Sri Krishna in
anubandham-2, compiled and commented by Gottimukkala Subrahmanya Sastrygaru (p.173),
which prompted me to further investigate the source, with regard to Sri Krishnashtakam as
found or believed to be in Krisna Karnamrutam of Bilvamangala Lilasuka.

The following is the brief outcome of my investigation as explained in detail in the
Telugu note given here under.

The real chief source of the famous ‘Sri Krishnashtakam’ now appears to be
the’tALlapAka Sankirtanalu’ the 15th century compilation and certainly not the KK as thought
or discussed before by many researchers, including S. K. De (1938) and Mallampalli
Sarabheswara Sarmagaru (1997).

Veturi Anandamurthy.

“tALlapAka sanklrtanalu”
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“35-42, 87-90, 93, 95, 96, some, composed in the same metre, appear to be a series
taken bodily from some unknown poem (60, 63, 76, 81), and some can be traced as old
verses occurring in anthologies or devotional works”
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In the history of medieval Stotra Literature the Krishna-karnamrta deservedly holds a
high place, It is a remarkable collection(Kosa-Kavya) of erotico-mystic lyrics of considerable
devotional fervour on the romantic theme of Krsna.

In this connection [ may also add here another observation of mine on Rangasayi, the
Srirangam Temple Composer’s song quoted in my Tagore Fellowship Thesis Final
Report(2015-2017) ‘samaya mEmE sAmi samaya mEmE’ ( audio CD brought out by
Venkatagiri Raja Saheb on Sri Rangani Padamulu - music rendering by the famous Kartika
Krishnakumar ji) dealing with the daily theme of Suprabhata Seva to Ekanta Seva of the
Lord of Srirangam) and conclude this discussion. This view is also supported by the pillar
sculptural relief of the Tallapaka poet composer found at the same premises.

-Veturi Anandamurthy
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