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FOREWORD

If abeautiful gardenisto beraised, one needsto take proper
care of tender flower plants. Inthe sameway in order to createa
good society, great care needsto betaken of young children who
aregoingtobefuturecitizensof India All their intdlectud attainments
will befutileif they fail tolearn of their cultureand itsgreatness.
They need to betold of great men and women of this country so
that they areinspired by their ideals. The essentialsof our culture
should begiventothemintheform of smpleand charming stories.
They will cherish theseidealsand be guided by them. They will
promote good and they will lovethe society they livein. They make
their families proud and bring great prestigeto their country when
they grow upinto good citizens.

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams have brought out these
bookletsfor childrenin Telugu under SrinivasaBalaBharati Series.
Although meant for children, they areuseful tothe el derly too. They
havefound placein thebook shelvesof every family. The storiesof
legendary men and women are narrated in asimpleway. We hope
that moreand more childrenwill read them and profit by them.

| congratulate Dr. R. Sri Hari, Editor-in-Chief, TTD for his
effortsinbringingout theEnglishtrandaionsof SRINIVASABALA
BHARATI SERIES sowdl. Wehaverece ved co-operation of many
learned men and womenin our effortsto popularizethisseries. | am
thankful to them.

In the Service of the Lord

él,])l‘.:hc}f{!-»eer/
Executive Qffieer;

TirumalaTirupati Devasthanams.
Tirupdti.



FOREWORD

Today’s children are tomorrow’s citizens. They need apt
acquaintancewith thelife-histories of celebrated personsat tender
sothat they get opportunity to lead their livesin an exemplary way.
They will cometo know that great things such as Indian culture,
basic tenets of lifeand moral teachingsareabundantly availablein
thelife-experiences of great men. It is observed that thereisno
scopeto teach such subjectsin school curriculum.

Observing such circumstances the Publication Division of
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams has published about hundred
bookletsin Telugu about the lives of famous sages and great men
written by various authors under the editorship of Dr.S.B.
Raghunathacharya under “Bala Bharati Series”. The response to
thesebooksistremendousand it has givenimpetusto publishthem
inother languages al so. To begin with, some of the books are now
brought out in English and Hindi by T.T.D. for the benefit of boys
and girlsandtheinterested public.

Thesebooklets, primarily intended to thegrowing children and
asototheedersto study and narrate the storiesto their children,
will go along way to sublimate the aspirations of the childrento
greater heights.

R. SRI HARI
Editor-In-Chief
T.T.D.



Welcome To Srinivasa Balabharati Series

The series is the outcome of abundant grace of Lord Sri
Venkateswara

Thiswill bean unfailing source of inspirationto theyoung.

It enshrinesthe best of Bharatiyatradition. May thisnoble
endeavour besuccessful.

Indiahasbeenknown for itscultureand civilization, itsethica
and dharmicway of lifefromtimeimmemorid. Indiahasmarched
ahead with itscommitment to dharma, itsresistanceto adharma, its
espousd of life-affirmingvauesanditshumaneattitudetolifeasa
journey towards God realization. Thosewho embodied thesevaues
inthelr lifehave been abeacon of light tous. Their impact isdegpon
thelifewelead. Young boysand girlswill find them exemplary and
fed proudof theirinva uableheritage. They will lovetheir motherland
and dedicatethemselvestoitsservice.

Itistherefore necessary that the young learn about these great
men andwomen sothat they will realizetheir indebtednessto them
for their selfless contribution to the enrichment of life. Thisshould
indeed be achief component of true education which ensuresthe
perennia continuity of Indian cultureand civilization. SRINIVASA
BALA BHARATI SERIES hascomeinto existenceto acquaint the
young boysand girlswithright perspectiveof Indianlifeand vaues
through a series of bookletswritten exclusively for this purpose
describingin brief thelivesof great men and women.

Wewe comeyouto share our joy inlaunching these booklets.

S.B. Raghunathacharya
Chief Editor



KUNTI

Childhood :

Kunti was the lovely daughter of Yadavas, sister
of Vasudevaand paterna aunt of Sri Krishna. Origindly,
her name was Pruthu. Kunti Bhoja adopted her as he
had no children. So she was called Kunti. Just as a
flower spreads its fragrance soon after birth, she got
appreciation as a good girl from her childhood. She
wasloved by all theelders. Her devotion towards God
and teachers must be appreciated. In her house she
was liked by one and all. King Kunti Bhoja was not
new to her. He was the son of her father’s paternal
aunt. So she had enough intimacy with him.

Whenever great people visited the house, theking
used to make Kunti touch their feet in token of respect
and ask them to bless his daughter and make her serve
the great people.

Timewasgoing on. Dayswererolling. Kunti grew
up likeahalf moon.

Test for patience :

One day Kunti Bhoja convened the court.
Surprisingly Rishi Doorvasacamethere. He was born
with Rudra’'s Amsa. All were afraid of him. He was
famous for his anger. His curse was very powerful.
Kunti was appointed to serve him. Her father Bhoja
told Kunti that service to Doorvasa was a test to her
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patience. Kunti agreed to serve him happily. She told
him that it was her fortune to serve the Rishi and the
serviceto Rishi wasaleading light to her life. She got
blessings from her father.

Mantropadesam of Doorvasa :

Rishi Doorvasa stayed for one year in the house
of Kunti Bhoja. Nobody knew when and where he
would go and come. He would say “I am going to
particular Asram, will return by tomorrow evening”,
but would return in the midnight on the same day. He
was never satisfied with the water and mat available
there. He asked for food. If fruits are hard, he says
that they are raw and unripened. If fruits are soft, he
saysthat they are rotten and throws away on her face.
Kunti served such a great man. She was called
Bhoodevi for having unlimited patience. Doorvasa
pleased with her service said to her “Daughter! | am
very much pleased with your service. Ask me what
you want?”” She had no desire to ask. She served him
selflessly. Kunti said to Doorvasa “Mahatma! What is
there 1 require? You are satisfied, that’s my gift. My
father feels happy.” She saluted him with folded hands.

The Rishi Doorvasa said “You are a child. You do
not know. You are unableto ask. | will giveyou Mantra.
Pleasetakeit. If you call any deity, the deity will come
and fulfil your desire.” She received the mantra without
any objection. Teaching mantra to Kunti, bleessing
Kunti Bhoja Doorvasawent on hisown way.
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Soon after want. (Desire) :

Kunti waslike ablossomed flower. Shewasyoung.
One day she sat withessing the beauty of the dawn.
Shewasvery bright. Her heart wasfilled withloveand
thinking of ...

“Oh! How beautiful the Sun is? Bless me a son with
natural ear-rings, diamond armour. Hemust be brilliant
like you.”

She chanted Mantra, unknowingly.

Immediately the Sun appeared before her. Hewas
calmand peaceful . Seeing the divine personality, Kunti
was afraid of him and tried to run away. The Sun God
told her not to be afraid of him. Hetold her that he had
comeover to fulfil her desire.

Kunti was shivering with fear. Folding handsbefore
the Sun, she told him humbly “Mantra is taught by a
Rishi. The power of Mantra is not known to me.
Without any thought, | have uttered the Mantrato test
itspower. | have never expected the immediate result.
| have done it out of ignorance. Excuse me” and saluted
him.

But the Sun did not agree. He said “My visit will
never be in vain. | will fulfil your desire.” She said “I
amavirgin. If | get achild, parents, relativeswill laugh
at me. I cannot live. Save me.”
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Then the Sun replied“Your purity of maiden
hood(virginity) will not perish. You will not be blamed
by the world. I will give you a boon. Do not speak”

Kunti who came forward said to the Sun God “You
aretheruler of Satya (truth) and Dharma. If you feel it
dharma, you do it. | do not speak.” She became calm
with overwhelming joy. The Sun blessed her with a
son and disappeared.

What shall | do Now?

The union of Kunti and the Sun resulted in the
birth of Karna. Hewasborn with natural diamond ear-
rings. His body was covered with armour. Hewaslike
a second Sun. Kunti lost her wisdom and she felt
giddy. She had self realisation. She wondered such a
son would be born to any body and she thought it was
her fortune.

She was not able to declare the child asher son in
the public. She was very sad. She was afraid of the
world for giving birth to achild asan unmarried mother.
She was afraid of the blame that surrounded her like
wild fire. A thought struck her mind. At once she put
the son in a box safely and some quantity of money.
Sheleft the box in the flow of river Aswa. She had no
idea what she was doing. Simply she stood silent
looking at the box.
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Sorrow of Kunti :

The box was floating along the flow of the water.
She noticed the box to the maximum distance possible.
Shesaw in al directions. Shewas alone. She wept for
awhileblaming her fate.

She argued “Why did the sage come to my house?
Why did he teach Mantra? Why did | utter the mantra
and welcome the Sun God? In spite of my refusal,
why did he bless me with a son? ”

“He blessed me with a son. He wore diamond ear-
rings and vajrakavacha by birth itself. ” She was
distressed for leaving the marvellous son in the water.
She did not know to which place the son would go to
and who would take the opportunity of kissing him
and protecting hisinterests. Shethought that shewould
recognise himany day by hisnatural twinkling diamond
ear-rings and fair personality. She thought that she
would be happy by seeing her son in agood position
in the society. Shereturned to her pal ace thinking that
the pooja performed by her hasresulted in this.

Play of the fate :

The box left by Kunti in the river travelled via
Charmanvati, Yamuna, Ganga phase wise. The box
travelled in the waves like a cradle and reached
Champapurain acountry called Suta.
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Atiratha, afriend of Dhrutarashtrawho wastaking
bath along with hiswife saw the box. His wife Radha
opened it and they saw amal e child shining with glory
of diamonds and gold ornaments. They had no
children. They took the child into the handsthinking it
as a God’s gift. It was the play of the fate that the son
of a king became the son of a charioteer and he was
named as Radheya, son of Radha.

Marriage of Kunti :

Kunti Bhojaannounced swayamvarafor Kunti to
select a bride groom. The noble character and beauty
of Kunti were praised all over the world. The elderly
people belonging to Kuru dynasty wanted to get Kunti
asadaughter-in-law.

Pandurgja was a great hero and warrior. He attended
the Kunti swayamvara. Many princes attended the
swayamvara. It was the choice of Kunti to select a
person she likes. She saw the court keenly. Panduragja
waslikeaMoon inthe midst of stars. Kunti liked him
and garlanded him. The marriage was celebrated in a
grand manner.

Panduraja roaming in the forest :

L ater Panduraja heard about the beauty of Madri,
daughter of Madra king. Pandurgja wanted to marry
her. Elderslike Bheeshmapermitted Pandurgato marry
her. The marriage took place and Kunti got a step-
wife.



King Dhrutarashtrawas elder to Pandurgaand he
was blind. Though the blind Dhrutarashtra was the
king, Punduragjawas managing the mattersrelating to
the kingdom. Panduraja had great respect for hiselder
brother. He waged wars against kings and secured the
treasure and filled the big boxes with alot of gold and
money. Dhrutarashtra performed many yagas.

Panduragja earned fame and name for his valour
and charity. He was loved by the people.

Bheeshma and Vidura were affectionate to
Pandurgja. His grand-mother Satyavati and mothers
loved him. At times of need, they used to call on
Pandurgja. In the palace of the queen, inthe Kuru sabha
and in the public Panduraja established his prestige.

He was always busy with raids on neighbouring
countries, political issues, and solving the problems
of the public. He had no time to spend joyfully. He
decided to lead ahappy lifefor sometime. He thought
that forest was a better choice than theliving places of
human beings. Who knows what kind of calamity
befalls? He proceeded to the thick forest along with
histwo wivesto lead apeaceful life. Everyday eatables
cosmetics, decoratives were supplied to them from
Hastinapura. Pandurgja was spending his time more
luxuriously in tents than the royal palaces. He had
forgotten theword leading aluxuriouslifewith histwo
wives Kunti and Madri.



Curseto Panduraja :

One day Pandurajahad been to forest for hunting.
No animal was found by him. He failed to catch a
single animal. He got angry for not finding at least a
deer. He left the arrow in the direction of a couple of
deer he had spotted the mating deer couple fell down.
One of them, taking last breath said to Panduraja “I
am a saint named Kindama. My wife and | took the
shapes of deersto have intercourse. There is nothing
wrong inkilling animals intheforest asapart of hunt.
Being a king in the dynasty of Bharata, you have
behaved worse than professional hunters. Hunterskill
animals. It is a common affair. But they do not kill
animals suffering from ailments, unable to run away,
or engaged in sexual act. But you have hunted and
caused death to us. The rishi has cursed Pandurga
“As soon as you meet with your wife, you will die”.
Rishi took hislast breath. Pandurajabecame nerveless.

Asram life:

Panduraja lost his energy and interest in the
kingdom. He decided to lead the life of a sage in
meditation. He asked Kunti and Madri to go over to
Hastinapuram and inform to elders that he had
renounced the kingdom and decided to stay at Asram.
Kunti and Madri wept loudly and said firmly “We don’t
go, we will be here only. If you leave us we will take
our lives”. There was no other way but to accept their
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company with him. He lost interest in life. He gave
away giftsto rishis. He went to mountain Satasrunga
where hebuilt up Asram. Heused to lead thelifeof a

sage.
You will be blessed with sons:

On the day of new moon, some of the rishiswere
going to Satyaloka to see Brahma. Panduraja also
wanted to follow them with his two wives. But there
was no possibility as he had no sons. As per theverdict
of Veda, one cannot enter heaven in the absence of
sons. He asked rishis to show the right path to go to
heaven. Rishisinformed him that he would beget sons
with the blessings of Gods.

| nfluence of Mantra:

Pandurgjawasworried much for children. Hecalled
Kunti and explained to her his sadness of heart. He
told her “My father Vichitraveerya lost his life in lust. |
was born to my mother by Vyasa. Now | am almost
dead. The way to get sons, is only adoption of Devara
Nyaya. You know that your younger sister Srutasena
got sons by Brahmins who perform Yagas. People
having sons only will attain Moksha. The tradition of
adopting Devara Nyayawas acceptable by Dharma.

Panduraja asked Kunti to get sons by Brahmins.
He said that there was nothing wrong in obliging the
word of husband. Kunti became calm and soft. She
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realized theimportance of Mantrataught by Doorvasa
Rishi in her childhood. She did not like to get sons by
a human. She promised her husband that she will get
sons with the help of the Mantrataught by Doorvasa.
Pandu Rajafelt happy. He asked her to call the god of
Dharma. She prayed Samavarthy i.e, YamadharmaRaja.
Yama appeared before her, and blessed her with ason.
With the blessings of Yama, Kunti delivered a male
child who was called Yudhishthira. He was called
Dharmargja also. Pandurgja asked her to get another
son by Vayudeva. She agreed. She prayed Vayu Deva
and got Bheemasenaasason . Inthe meanwhile Pandu
Raja heard that Dhrutarashtra got one hundred sons
from Gandhari. Pandurg afeared the danger from sons
of Gandhari to his sons. So he wanted one more son
with great strength to win the enemies. He asked Kunti
to pray God Indrato get a son.

Kunti invited Indra and prayed for a son. He was
pleased to bless her with ason. Shegot ason, shining
like a heap of precious blue stones. The child was
named asArjuna. ThusKunti got three sons. Panduraja
was very happy with them . He used to play with them

happily.
Sorrow of Madri:
Madri was very sad. Kunti got three sons.

Gandhari got one hundred sons. Madri was| eft without
children. Shefelt that thelife of awoman was wasteful
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without children. She approached Pandurgainalovely
place. She requested him to ask Kunti to get sons for
her al so. Pandurajaobliged her and asked Kunti to get
son for Madri also. He asked Kunti to pray Aswini
deities and get sons for Madri. Kunti prayed Aswini
deities to bless Madri with sons. Madri gave birth to
twins. They were named as Nakulaand Sahadeva. Thus
Panduragja had five sons i.e, three from Kunti and two
from Madri. These five sons were called “ Pancha
Pandavas”.

Death of Panduraja :

The season was spring. Plants and trees were in
full bloom with flower. Lovely bees were flying with
sweet sounds. Cuckoos were welcoming the season.
Madri went to seethe pleasing nature. RgjaPandu saw
Madri. Hefollowed her silently.

Kunti never neglected watching Madri. Always she
had an eye on Madri. As she was very busy in
performing santarpana to Brahmins in Asram, Kunti
thought that Madri wasinsidethe Asram.

Madri and Panduraja enjoyed the beauty of nature
filled with bloomed flowers. Madri attracted the heart
of Panduragjawith her marvellous beauty. Madri wore
colourful flowers and appeared as Rati Devi, wife of
Manmatha. Panduraja smelt the garland Madri wore
and kissed her cheek . Madri was afraid of the King.
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She turned her face to escape from him like a snake.
Rajacaught her tightly . Madri refused to fulfil hisdesire
saying No.... No....... Raja Pandu gave a deaf ear to
her. He could not control himself and became mad
with lust. Immediately hefell downand lost life.

Sahagamana of Madri

Madri was weeping at her husband. On hearing
her cry, Kunti rushed to the spot. Sons and sages
residing at Satasrungacameto the place. All were sad.
Kunti came forward and pulled aside Madri and said “
| will accompany our husband. Please take care of our
sons”.

Madri pushed Kunti back and said “ | will
accompany him as you married Raja Pandu in
Swayamvara. You were responsible for the existence
of their dynasty. You made the way easy for the Rgja
to go to Heaven. You fulfilled his desire. | am
responsible for his death as | could not take care of
him, knowing the effect of the curse. | am of no use. |
am unable to protect and safeguard the children”.

Madri requested Kunti to allow her tolivewiththe
husband and satisfy him atleast in another loka. “You
can safeguard the interests of children” said Madri.
Satisahagamana is not a must. It is optional. Those
who werewilling could take up Sahagamanaand others
need not.
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Theresidents of Satasrunga pacified Kunti and her
sons, and got them to Hastinapuram and handed them
over to elders of Kuru dynasty.

Thus Kunti became awidow when her sons were
too young. So she had to take up the responsibility of
their education and safety.

Education of Pandavas and Kowravas :

Sons of Gandhari and Kunti were co-students.
Duryodhana, Dussasanaand their brotherswere called
Gandhareyas. Yudhishthira, Bheema, Arjuna, Nakula
and Sahadeva were called Kownteyas. Nakula and
Sahadeva sons of Madri were also considered sons of
Kunti. For the five sons of Pandurgja, Kunti was the
caretaker.

Dronacharya, Krupacharya were their teachers.
Drona loved Arjuna and had more affection for him.
So hetaught important and powerful Astrasto Arjuna
Other princes of surrounding, neighbouring countries
also studied along with Kowravas and Pandavasinthe
college of Adharvana. Soon the boys grew up. They
became expertsin education.

Exhibition of talent in Astravidya:

A show was arranged to exhibit thetalent and abilities
of Princesin archery and in the use of other weapons.
This was called “Kumarastravidya Pradarsana”. King
Dhrutarashtra, and Gandhari sat in thefirst row. Kunti
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sat by theside of Gandhari . Brahminslike Viyasacame
and attended the function. Great peoplelike Bheeshma,
Vidura, Salya, Sakuni, Somadattaand other elders, and
relatives occupied the chairsto witness the show. The
auditorium was decorated magnificiently.

The princes one by one showed their skill and
abilitiesin archery. Arjunagot the chanceto participate
in archery. He was black. His eyes were like lotuses.
He wore iron armour. He appeared like a young
elephant. Hisway of using arrowsin different methods
was excellent and impressed everyone. With onearrow
he poured rain, with another fire. The skills shown by
Arjuna were wonderful. Kunti witnessed the tactful
handling of astras by Arjuna and felt very happy. She
had many expectationson Arjuna. The praiseof Arjuna
that “ no one would surpass Arjuna” had reached the
heights of the sky.

Entranceof Karna:

At that time a fearful sound like a thunder bolt
fallen on a hill was heard. One stranger stood at the
entrance. He slapped his shoulders hard to show his
strength. Everyone understood that the stranger came
to the place to show his strength and talent in archery.
Pandavas went to Dronacharya. Kowravas went to
Duryodhana. The stranger had a gigantic personality.
He had a fair complexion. He had natural earnings
twinkling and diamond armour. Hewas shining likethe
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Sun. He held a huge bow in hand . He entered the
Auditorium. He paid respects to Dronacharya and
Krupacharya.

The stranger turned to Arjuna and said “ | too
know archery. | too can show it. Don’t think that you
are the only person talented”.

Dronacharya allowed him to exhibit his skill in
archery. He showed all the skills shown by Arjuna. He
wanted to have awrestling contest with Arjuna.

Yes! Heis my son:

Kunti came to the conclusion that the new person
was her son who was left by her in River Aswini. He
was competing with hisown brother. Shewas prepared
to announce him as her eldest son with aview that six
brothers would live in one family. She thought her
negligence would result in chaos. Meanwhile black
clouds spread over the sky. Kunti fell unconscious.

Karna as king of Anga Rajya :

Arjunahad picked up an argument with the stranger.
Arjuna shouted at him “You have come to this place
without invitation. You aretalking alot unnecessarily.
Who are you? get out”.

Krupacharya continued “Oh! Boy! You are
behaving without knowing your status. Arjuna is a
kshatriya. Only kshatriyas can competewith kshatriyas
in wrestling. Is your father a king? Are you a king?
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Karna could not give a reply. He bent his head in
humiliation. Then Duryodhanacameto hisrescue. He
was waiting for a competent equivalent to fight with
Arjuna. Immediately he informed his father
Dhrutarashtra and coronated Karnathen and there as
Anga Raa. Duryodhana provided him with all the
facilitiesrequired for Royal life. The person who came
up by his own efforts was Karna. Karna and
Duryodhana became friends. While Kunti was
witnessing the scene, Karnajoined the opposite party
of Duryodhana. Kunti became helpless. She heaved a
sign.

Pandavas in Lac house:

Pandavas and Kouravas always had enmity.
Dhrutarashtrafelt uneasy in hisheart of hearts. But he
was unable to express publicly. One day Duryodhana
expressed hissadnessto hisfather. He asked hisfather
to seek aplan to block the Pandavas growing strength.
Son Duryodhanatold hisfather that it would be good
if Pandavas along with mother Kunti were in adistant
place for some time. With the consent of father,
Duryodhana shifted the residence of Pandavas to
Varanavatam. Pandavas with their mother entered the
newly constructed house. It was made of Lac (wax).
Thewalls of the house were soft and shining. Bheema
suspected and tested the material used for construction.
It was clear that the house was constructed with lac
(wax) whichwould be burnt by flames. Bheemawarned
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and asked others to be aert as there was danger with
fire. Vidurahad partiality for Pandavas. He knew the
cunning tactics and nature of Duryoadhana. He pitied
the Pandavas and sent a message secretly containing
the date and time fixed to burn the house of Pandavas.
He arranged sub-way to Pandavas to escape from
danger. Pandavas were alert.

Safety place :

A Boyamaid was serving Kunti in Varanavatam.
She was a spy appointed by Duryodhana. She was
carrying news to Duryodhana. An architect namely
Purochanawas also living there. Hewasready to put a
fireto the house after mid-night on the day of Krishna
Chaturdasi. On that day Kunti performed Annadana
Santarpanato all house-wivesinthevillage. Lady spy
had five sons. She and her sons took meals fully and
drank and slept near the house constructed with lac
(wax). At mid-night Bheema woke up and set fire to
the house of Purochana silpacharya (architect) first.
He sent Kunti and hisbrothersinto the tunnel and set
fire to their house made of lac. Pandavas and their
mother Kunti escaped through tunnel and reached a
safe place.

Birth of Ghatotkacha :

Kunti was unableto walk speedily and steadily as
she had no sleep. The brothers were also tired.
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Knowing their inability to walk, Bheemalifted them.
Kunti sat on the neck, Dharmargja and Arjuna sat on
each shoulder. Nakula and Sahadeva were carried in
armpits of Bheema.Bheema carried mother and hisfour
brothers speedily. He crossed Gangariver and travelled
through thick forest till evening. They took rest under
abanyan tree. Bheemasaw alake near atree. Hedrank
water and sat there. Mother and brotherswerein sleep.
Bheema sat thinking of someone el se.

The lady demon Hidimbi came to Bheema. She
fell in love with him. Bheema was stubborn and did
not yield to her. In the mean while he-demon Hidimba
brother of Hidimbi camethereroaring loudly. Bheema
killed himfiercely. Hidimbi requested Bheemato marry
her. Bheema refused to marry her saying that demons
werenot to be believed. Bheemathreatened her. Hidimbi
took shelter with Kunti. Kunti pitied Hidimbi. Sheasked
Bheema to marry Hidimbi. Bheema obliged his
mother’s order and married her. Hidimbi gave birth to
Ghatotkacha.

Funeral ritesto Pandavas :

It was learnt that the house of Pandavas at
Varanavatam was burnt. Onewoman and five men were
burnt alive. The news spread to Hastinapuram.
Dhrutarashtrafelt sorry for their demise and performed
funeral ritesto Pandavas and their mother. Duryodhana
was very happy for having got ridden of Pandavas.
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| have given a word:

Pandavaswent to EkachakrapuraAgraharam. They
stayed in a brahmin’s house. Pandavas were living with
apurohit. One day Kunti and Bheemawere present in
the house. Others went for begging. All of a sudden,
the family members of brahmin cried loudly . Kunti
wanted to help them in crucia time as they provided
shelter to Pandavas. Bheema asked his mother to
enquireinto the matter and know the fact. Kunti went
to them and returned.

Kunti said “ My dear son Bheemasena! | have given
aword. You must keep up my word. Here on the banks
of Yamunathereis agiant called Baka. Hewasfalling
upon the people of Agraharam and eating them. One
day the elders of the village have made an agreement
with him. The giant should not cometo thevillage. He
should bethereitself. Every day villagers should send
one man, two buffaloes, a cart load of rice regularly
from each house. He eats them all. Today the turn of
our host has come. He has to supply all these things.
“l go” says the host. “ No. | go” says his wife. “No |
go “says his daughter. They are weeping. | have given
word that | will send my son. This is the matter”.

| am not a foolish woman

Bheema prepared to face the Rakshasa. He asked
his mother to provide food in large quantity for self.
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Hewasvery happy. Theother four brothersof Bheema
returned home. Dharmargja grasped that Bheemawas
ready to fight with some body. He questioned his
mother whether Bheema was a burden to her to feed.
She said “No mother leaves her child even if he is
handicapped”. Dharmaraja was sad to send Bheema
to Rakshasa. Bheema laughed at his elder brother.
Mother laughed at him and told Dharmaraja “Bheema
had a strong body like a diamond. Bheema was not
weaker in any matter than Bakasura. | am not afoolish
woman. On thetenth day of hisbirth, Bheema slipped
from my hand and fell down on the hard rock. He had
no single injury on his body but that hard rock was
broken into pieces. He protects not only the family of
the host but also this entire place. You do not worry.”
Bheemakilled Baka.

Travel to Panchala Country

King of Panchala announced Swayamvara of
Draupadi. From many countries, princes were going
to the Swayamvara at the capital of king Drupada.
Brahmins also went to Panchalain groups. Kunti told
her sons, “ It was not good to stay at one place for a
long period. | learnt that the land of south Panchala
was fertile and rich. People will offer sweets, milk,
curd and sufficient food to Brahminswith due respect.
| want to go there”. On hearing the words of mother
Kunti, Pandavas were ready with bag and baggage.
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They travelled to Panchalawhich wasfilled with floated
population. Huge tentswere built all over thetown. It
was busy and full of soldiers and chariots. Kunti and
Pandavas stayed in a potter's house. Pandavas
appeared like brahminswearing the skins of deer, Jute
clothes sacred ash and pronouncing Mantras from
Vedas. Pandavas were like burning pieces of fire
covered with ashes . Kunti stayed at the guest house.
Five Pandavas went to swayamvara sabha.

Swayamvar a of Draupadi

Draupadi wasblack likealilly and beauty of three
lokas. She stood with a garland of white flowers in
hand. Shewaslikeasixth arrow of Manmatha. Princes
in agood number were present. Delighted sounds of
marriage band were being heard. Thevoice of variety
of public resembled the voice of the sea.

Drushtadyumna, brother of Draupadi came
forward and asked the people to be calm and silent.
He showed a huge bow worshipped with sandal wood
powder and flowers, aong with arrowsand the machine
in which fish made of gold was hanging in the heights
of the sky. He announced that one who shot at thefish
using fivearrows handling the bow present there, would
be garlanded by hissister Draupadi. Enthusiastic young
princestried to shoot at the fish but could not succeed.
No kshatriya king was bold enough to come forward
to perform the task. In disguise of a brahmin, Arjuna
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came to handle the bow and arrows. He succeeded in
shooting the fish as announced by Drupada. Draupadi
garlanded Arjuna.

Equal distribution to Five Pandavas:

Brahminswerevery happy. They weredancing with
joy. Kshatriyas were ashamed with unbelievable
jealousy. Kouravas picked up quarrel and caused
nuisance. Krishnaand Balaramaenjoyed thefun of it.
After the noise subsided, Bheema and Arjuna took
Draupadi totheir guest house. Dharmaraja, Nakulaand
Sahadeva reached guest house prior to Bheema and
Arjuna.

Arjuna shouted out of joy “ Mother I brought
Bhiksha”. The bride was behind Arjuna. Kunti could
not notice the bride. As usual she said to divide and
take. When Kunti cameto know that Bhikshawas not
food but bride, she was stunned. Kunti felt sorry for
the unfair word she uttered. Kunti expressed her grief
at what she said unknowingly. The fact was that
Pandavas never disobeyed the word of their mother.

Fact was decided in advance :

Draupadi was black but shewasfairer than Sachi
devi. Five Pandavaswere fond of her . When Bheema
married Hidimbi, no other Pandava had such desire
for Hidimbi. Now the situation was different.
Dharmaraja understood the secrecy behind the fact.
Dharmaraja said “ Mother! We never denied your word.
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Now also we will obey your word. We five brothers
will marry Draupadi.” The problem was solved. But
Drupada, father of Draupadi was not satisfied. Hesaid
that it wasinjustice. At thisjuncture VedaVyasaarrived.
He explained the secrecy of her life. He said that it was
aready decided to Draupadi to have five husbands by
Bramha. There was nothing wrong in marrying
Draupadi to five Pandavas. Marriage took place.

Half kingdom to Pandavas::

Pandavaswere enjoying luxuriesin Drupadapuram.
The news reached Hastinapuram. Pandavas were not
only alive but also earned support of relatives.
Duryodhana was jealous of Pandavas and wanted to
create troubles to them. Bheeshmaand Drona did not
allow Duryoadhana to play mischief. They taught
Dhrutarastrato be good. Dhrutarashtrawanted to give
half the kingdom. Vidura went to the capital of
Drupada and brought Pandavas to Hastinapuram .
Dhrutarashtra gave half the kingdom to Pandavas.
Pandavas constructed Indraprastha puram. They
performed Rajasuya yaga with glorious victory.
Duryodhana could not tolerate the betterment of
Pandavas.

Kunti witnessed Rajasuya yaga performed by her
sons. She felt that she was lucky. The happiness of
Kunti did not last long. Pandavas were defeated by
Sakuni in fraud gambling. Pandavas|ost kingdom and
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property to Kouravas. Kunti was very sad at this
incident.

Krishnavisited Kunti :

Kunti was at Hastinapuram. Pandavas werein the
forest. On successful completion of Aranyavasa for
twelve years and Ajnatavasa for one year, Pandavas
requested Dhrutarashtrato do justiceto them. But their
request resulted infailure.

Pandavas were preparing to wage a war. At last
they sent Sri Krishna as an ambassador to
Hastinapuram. Negotiations madeby Sri Krishnawere
not successful. Whilereturning, Sri Krishnamet Kunti
at her house. Dhrutarashtra came to Kunti’s house along
with hismen when Krishnawas present there. Krishna
touched the feet of Kunti and explained the matter
related to his mediation to avoid war with Kouravas.
Krishna asked Kunti “l am going back. What message
would you like to give to your sons ?”

Cour ageous message

So far Kunti was in her relative’s house. She never
uttered unfair and unpleasing words. Now without
hesitation , in the presence of Dhrutarashtraand other
elders she addressed Krishna “Mine is one word. Valour
islifefor the dynasty of king. Beggingfor livelihoodis
wrong. Dharmargja might have heard the life style of
ancestors Muchikunda and Srunjaya. Your mediation
isgood. It ishighly impossibleto establish friendship
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between Pandavas and Kauravas. My sons will not
forget the scene of Dussosasana pulling my daughter-
in-law in the sabha. There was no chance to punish
Kouravasat that time. Nothing islost now. Lifewithout
prestige is useless. | encourage my sons to live with
valour and courage” Kunti embraced Sri Krishna.

Sri Krishna with folded hands paid respects to
Kunti. Kunti blessed Krishna.

On hearing Kunti, Dhrutarashtra was astonished. He
thought that her words were adeath blow to Kouravas.

Sri Krishna had gone to the place of Pandavas.
War was inevitable. Kunti was able to speak harshly
but she was unable to control her mind.

She could not tolerate any danger that might befall
elther Pandavasor Karna. At last shetook hard decision
with courage.

You are my son !

Karna proceeded to river Ganga to pay respects
to Surya. Kunti followed him secretly. Karnawas in
meditation. She sat behind Karna silently. Karna
completed rituals. He stood up and saw Kunti . He
was surprised and introduced himself as Radheyawith
Suta gotra. He saluted to her and asked “What can |
do for you”.

Kunti replied “ You are not Radheya, you do not belong
to the caste of Suta. You are my son. | gave birth to
you. Then I was unmarried.”
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She said “I was in the house of Kunti Bhoja.
Doorvasa Rishi taught me mantra. To examine the
power of Mantra, | called Suryawho blessed me with
ason. Being unmarried, | was afraid of the society. |
kept you in abox and left in Gangariver. Suta caught
the box. You became the servant of Duryodhana. You
must know your dynasty. Slavery is not good to you.
Yudhisthira and other Pandavas are younger to you.
They respect you. You will get kingdom if you come.
Listen to my word. Please come.”

Soon after Kunti uttered these words, a sound was
heard from Surya “This is true. Listen to Kunti . Your
future will be good.”

Do not forget your promise:

Karna was stubborn. He said to Kunti “ What you
said might be true . But you have not brought me up
as Kshatriya. Now | am considered as Radheya. You
cannot get any benefit with my relationship as a son.
By the grace of God Sun, | thought my birth to be
spotless. But it wasin secrecy so far. Therewill not be
any useinmaking it public."

Karna said “ Already the name and fame of Arjuna
are well established in the world. If | join Pandavas
now, | will be blamed saying that | am afraid of
Pandavas. The society will laugh at me and will not
believe me. | was an unidentified person. But
Duryodhanacameto my rescue and he has kept hopes
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onme. It isnot advisableto deceive him at the time of
thewar. The peoplefed by Duryodhanaareto sacrifice
their lives for his sake. Karna never becomes
ungrateful. Any how you have come so long. You are
talking with motherly affection. So | am promising you
that | treat Arjuna only as my enemy. | will not kill
other four Pandavas even if | catch them in the war
field. But | will not leaveArjuna. Evenif | amkilled by
Arjunait earns name and fameto me. Either Arjunaor
Karnadies; the Pandavaswill befive. You pleaseforget
that Pandavas are six". Kunti had no other word or
thought to talk with him.

Kunti said “I never ask you to protect Arjuna but let
others be left free”. She hugged Karna. Karna touched
the feet of hismother. Sheleft the place.

This incident reduced the strength of Karna. He
hasto remember the promise given to hismother, when
he faces Yudhishthira, Bheema, Nakulaand Sahadeva
without harming them, even if they hurt him. Kunti
reduced prestige and value of castewhen sheleft Karna
inriver Ganga. Now shereduced the physical strength
of Karnaby revealing hisbirth secret.

If Kouravas win the war, Karna will not get the
crown. Hisimage increases. If hejoins Pandavas and
they win the war, he will get crown. If the secrecy of
birth of Karnais made known to Dharmaraja, what will
be the result? Kunti knows the result of revealing the
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secrecy to Dharmargja. If Dharmargjaknows the fact,
hewill never fight against Karna. Herespectstheword
of elder brother Karna. No doubt Karna prefers
coronation to Duryodhana and he holds an umbrella
to him. Dharmargja and other Pandavas will become
slavesto Kouravas and serve them holding umbrellas
and hand fans called chamaras.

Sorrowful scenes everywhere :

War was over. Gandhari lost all of her sonsin the
war. Duryodhana, Dussasanaand other Kouravasaong
with their sons and relatives died in the war. Sons of
Draupadi i.e, UpaPandavas|ost their lives. Abhimanyu
son of Subhadraalso took hislast breath. The dynasty
of enemies perished completely. But no advantage to
Pandavas. One side Gandhari was weeping and
otherside Draupadi too. The entire atmosphere was
filled with sorrow and pain.

Curse of Gandhari :

Pandavas had to visit Gandhari to console her.
No one was bold enough to approach and talk to her.
It was agreat war. Winners of the war will be reduced
to ashesif they appear before Gandhari. Gandhari isa
chasteand virtuouswife. If winners, i.e, Pandavaswill
not appear before her, shewill cursethem.Atlast she
cursed Sri Krishnathat the entire dynasty of Yadavas
will perish with internal clashes and Sri Krishna will
meet apitiable death.
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Pandavas were not thinking of their mother. They
wanted to see Gandhari first. They must seek pardon
and next they had to think of their mother. They
approached Gandhari and fell on her feet to beg her
forgiveness. Dharmargjahad adifferent approach. He
said that he does not want kingdom and it will be
surrended to the elder brother of his father i.e,
Dhrutarashtra. He wept. Gandhari cooled down. She
asked them to go and see their mother, Kunti. Then
Pandavasfelt that it wasrebirth to them.

Pandavasfell onthefeet of mother Kunti and wept
loudly. Mother Kunti touched their bodiesand shealso
wept loudly seeing and touching the injuries on their
bodies. Meanwhile Draupadi too came with
uncontrolled cries. Subhadracamewith sadness. Every
onewasweeping. No grandson of Kunti wasleft with
life. Kunti was not happy.She lost interest in life and
her mind was diverted towards Philosophy and
Viragya. Kunti wept silently for his eldest son Karna.
She questioned herself being a mother in what way
shewas helpful to Karna? Sheleft thechildintheriver.
Few days before war, shereveal ed the secrecy of birth
of Karna and sought protection for Pandavas. The
damage done to Karna by Kunti wasirreparable. The
head of Karnawas cut off by her son Arjuna. If Arjuna
had known that Karna was his brother, he could not
havekilled him. Kunti had continuousthoughts of past.
Kunti lost stability. She could not help Karnawhen he
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was alive. So she decided to reveal the secrecy to
Dharmargja to perform funera rites to Karna. It was
her last desire.

Perform funeral ritesto your elder brother :

After taking bath in Ganga, Dhrutarashtra,
Dharmanandana, Bheema and otherswere performing
funeral ritesto all Kouravas. Therewere many groups
of people here and there. Kunti came out with open
mind. Her face was wet with tears. She asked
Yudhishthira to perform funeral rites to Karna also.
Shetold Dharmargjathat Karnawas her eldest son. He
was born with natural ear rings, natural armor. He stood
likeaprotected wall to Kouravas. He earned name and
famefor charity. Hewas praised by gods. Such agreat
noble person killed by Arjunawas her eldest son.

Kunti told Dharmanandana “In my younger days,
| gave birth to him. Then | was unmarried. With the
blessings of Surya | got Karna. For fear of society, |
left himin Ganga. He was caught by Sutaand then he
became Radheya. He became great by hisown strength
and effort. He earned kingdom. He became best friend
of Duryodhana. He was beaten by God and his life
ended in misery.” Shedding tears, Kunti asked
Dharmargjato performfunera ritesto Karnaashewas
her eldest son and brother of Yudhishthira. Saying these
wordswith pain, Kunti fell unconscious.
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How you keep the matter in secrecy?

Dharmargja had a feeling of ten Agneya Astras
falling upon him at atime. Dharmargjahad | ost sense.
Bheemaand Arjunacut asorry figure.

Dharmaraja questioned mother Kunti “ Was Karna
my elder Brother? With the support of Karna
Duryodhanawas able to pick a quarrel and wage war
against us. With the strength of the strong shoulders
of Karna, the power of Duryodhana and his
subordinates was flourished. When the chariot of
Karnaentered the battlefield, our battalion of soldiers
ran away with fear in al directions. We were insulted
by him, whenever wefaced him. | was 9 eeplessbecause
of Karnaashisplans, and viewswere not known easily.
You had given birth to such agreat warrior and hidden
the fact like a fire in a saree’s edge. How was it possible
to hide the secret for such a long period?”

“Oh! Mother! You caused untold difficulty for us.
If it was known to me prior to war, that Karnawas our
brother, no war would have taken place. Such alarge
massacre would not have occurred. | never underwent
such pain, even when Abhimanyu and Upa Pandavas
and Kouravaswere dead. With great grief Dharmaragja
performed funeral ritesto Karna.

Curse of Dharmaraja to women :

L ater Naradacame. Hetold the biography of Karna.
Grown in suta caste, curse of a Brahmin, curse of a
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teacher, stealing natural ear-rings by Indra with foul
play, revelationof hishirth secret by Kunti, degradation
of his position as Ardharatha by Bheeshma, waste of
Indra sakti for killing Ghatotkachainstead of Arjuna,
thetacticsof Sri KrishnasavingArjunafrom Nagastra,
discouragement by Salya a charioteer to Karna were
promi nent among the many reasons|eading to the death
of Karnawho fought bravely till his death. You know
how Arjunakilled Karna. You know how Sri Krishna
took the role of charioteer to Arjuna. You know how
Arjuna had boon from a God. Karna was a great
warrior. Hearing the words of Narada, Dharmarga
was about to collapse with sorrow. Kunti was beside
him and caught Dharma rga. Had she been calm, it
would have been better. But she said to Dharmaraja “
Do not weep my son! | have told him that he is my
son. | invited him to join you people. | even told him
that you were his brother & you would give the
kingdom to him.

Inspite of al that he stayed with Duryodhana and
died.

On hearing Kunti Dharmaragja became wild with
anger. Heblamed mother Kunti that shewasresponsible
for such adisaster, hiding the secret. He cursed women
that no secret would remain unslipped in their mouths.
From that time onwards “the proverb no simple secret
remains unrevealed in the mouth of a woman” came
into existencein the society.
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Kunti tooto forest :

Dharmargjawasruling the kingdom. Dhrutarashtra
and Gandhari were served by him with devotion. But
Dhrutarashtra had no peace of mind. Dhrutarashtra
wanted to |eave the palace.

One day Dhrutarashtra said to Dharmaraja “ | have
harmed you. You are looking after me well without
saying “No” to anything. The fraud and foul play
committed by me is troubling me. | want to purify
myself by leading vanavasa. The Kshatriya had only
one of two choices. Oneisdyinginwar field or dying
asayogi. Now you are king. Hence your permission
Is required. Dharmaraja denied the proposal of
Dhrutarashtra. Dhrutarashtra went on fasting. He fell
downwiththirst. Hecould not sit straight and fell down
on Gandhari. Dharmargawasafraid of him. Dharmargja
was astonished for thefact that the person who crushed
Bheema's statue made of iron into powder with strength
of ten thousand el ephants, was unableto sit stable and
fell down on Gandhari, awoman. Dharmargjathought
that it was fate and wept.

In themean while Vyasacame. He ordered Dharma
rga not to stop Dhrutarashtra and to send him to
Tapovana. There was no other way except sending
Dhrutarashtrato Tapovana. The news spread over the
country. All people came to see the old couple . The
people living in the palace surrounded them and fell
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down on their feet. They felt sorry. Kunti was also
prepared to go to the forest along with Dhrutarashtra
and Gandhari.

No change in my decision

Dhrutarashtra walked with support of Gandhari.
Gandhari took support from Kunti and walked on.
Dhrutarashtrawanted to stop the peopleand daughters-
in-law who came to see them off.They stayed in their
places.

As Kunti was proceeding to the forest, her
daughters-in-law could not stay. They werefollowing
her. Dharmargja observed the situation and understood
that his mother decided to go to forest.

He approached mother Kunti and asked “Mother
| will follow my father’s elder brother . You take back
home all these women with you”

Kunti replied “No! Dhrutarashtra will not agree to
your company. | am supposed to serve Dhrutarashtra
and Gandhari. When they go to forest, | cannot stay at
home. | have decided to follow them. I will go.” Kunti
removed the hand of Gandhari from her shoulder and
turned to her son. Gandhari and Dhrutarashtra were
continuing their walk slowly.

Dharmaraja fell down and caught her feet
obstructing her walk. She said “Dharmaraja! Please
do not say No. Look after brothers affectionately.
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Remember Karna. | have committed a sin. | have
suppressed the birth of Karna and my mind is not
stable. | am sad. Please continue charity in the name
of Karna. Sin will be lessened at |east to some extent
with charity. Do not think of me. | will go to the forest”

| do not want the fruit of the kingdom :

Bheemaand Arjunaalso tried to stop their mother.
Dharmaraja wanted to stop his mother. He said
“Mother! Do not say that you will go. | will not agree.
You must be here. Without your and Krishna'svaluable
guidance, we cannot survive. So far you have guided
us in right path. In future also we need your guidance.”
Dharmarajabegged her not to leavethe place. Bheema
took the opportunity and continued dialogue. Bheema
said “Mother! It was your instructions that we waged
war against Kouravas. Today you want to leave the
kingdom. What more do you want to stay here? Is
there any requirement for you here? Once you told
that Nakula and Sahadeva will be put into troublesin
vanavasa. You provoked usto take revenge. Now you
want to leave all of us." Bheema caught his head and
wept. All brothers were worried. Daughters-in-law
Draupadi and Subhadrawere weeping. Kunti felt irk-
some. But she did not care. She thought that scolding
isthe only remedy. Wiping out thetearsKunti said like
this “You were defeated in fraud gambling. Dussasana
caught the hair of Draupadi, pulled her and brought
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to the Court. He insulted her. All elders were silent.
You were forced to bear patience. You had been to
forests and came back. | got angry when you utterd
the word “treaty”. You have no sense that others will
laugh at you. If sons come down to this low status,
the prestige of Pandu raja will be degraded. Hence |
spoke harshly to Sri Krishna when he came as a
mediater to usand Kouravas. | spokelikethat for your
welfare and prosperity but not for my Royal
procession.

“My dear sons! Hear me. You have kept your
promises. It is enough for me that you are ruling the
kingdom happily. | have given away charities. | have
seen the Yaga performed by you in higher standards. |
have no desire for anything. | go, please send me
happily. I don’t want to enjoy the fruit of victory”.

“l am in need of Moksha, the highest stage in life
through meditation. It isonly possi blethrough practice.
| cannot expect such company of eldersinlifeinfuture.
| will spend timein meditation while serving Gandhari
and Dhrutarashtra. | will not come back. It ismy final
and firm decision” Kunti said to her sons.

The matter was known to Dhrutarashtrawho was
moving forward. Inspite of humble requests made by
her sons, Kunti was reluctant to stay with them.
Dhrutarashtra sent Vidura and Sanjaya to have
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conversation with Kunti. They asked her to stay with
her sons and oblige Dharmargja. But Kunti did not
agree. She expressed her firm determination again and
again. The sonswent round Kunti asamark of respect
pradakshinaand touched her feet. Dharmargjaentrusted
his mother Kunti to old couple Gandhari and
Dhrutarashtraand returned. Kunti went to forest.

Your biography ispure:

Oneday Dharmargjaaongwith hisrelativesvisited
Dhrutarashtra Gandhari and Kunti intheforest. Vyasa
had also come there. All were happy. Vyasa asked
Dhrutarashtra “If you have any wish, ask me, | will
fulfil.”

Dhrutarashtra said that he was satisfied with the
appearance of Vyasa. Gandhari had different desire.
She asked Vyasa to show her sons who lost livesin
war. Hearing Gandhari, Draupadi and Subhadrawere
tempted to see their sons. Kunti too wanted to see
Karna. Vyasa understood the minds of Draupadi,
Subhadraand Kunti.

Kunti expressed her desire openly without any
sense of shame. She said “Karna is my son. Prior to
my marriage, in my younger days, | have got son by
Suryawiththeinfluence of Mantra. It happened without
my knowledge.” She did not feel shame. She said \Wasa
“Whether it was right or wrong | do not know” and



40

she wept. Vyasa had sympathy for her. He said to her
“Oh! Daughter-in-law! It is true whatever you told.
There is no fault of yours. Don’t be afraid. Gods can
makewonders. You wereresponsible only to the extent
of giving birthto Karna. Other things happened asthey
had to be. You have not |ost your chastity and maiden
hood. Hence you are the most respectable woman in
your dynasty. Your biography isclean and pure." Vyasa
consoled her with due regard.

Presence of Heroes lost lives in war :

The news that “The heroes died in the war will be
exhibited by Wasa” spread. The citizens had come in
large number to witnesstheir leadersand warriorswho
died in the war. Vyasa asked them to wait at the shore
of Gangariver next day morning.

It was morning. Vyasa invited the dead warriors
pouring water from two hands towards Sun. Wonderful
sound was heard from water. Duryodhana, his
brothers, sons, Karna, Abhimanyu, sons of Draupadi,
Bahlikaetc., and Drupada, Virata, Sakuni, Bheeshma,
Dronawereall coming. It wassurpriseto seethedivine
bodies with sacred garlands, sacred clothes, sacred
ornaments and divine scents. Their faithful servants
were also with them. All were happy and they loved
each other. They were served by Apsaras. Gandharvas
praised them.
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The scene was surprising to one and all. Vyasa
gavedivinesight to Dhrutarashtrato seethewonderful
scene. Knowing the fact Gandhari untied the cloth that
covered her eyes. She saw sons, grand sons, brothers
and great warriorslike Bheeshma. Shefelt happy. The
divine peoplewho came on invitation of Vyasa, shared
happiness with their kith and kin. They stayed there
for that night. The next day morning they left to their
places.

Kunti saw her eldest son Karna to her entire
satisfaction with joy.

Dharmaraja and otherstook leave and returned to
Hastinapuram. Sometime el apsed.

Victim of wild fire:

Gandhari, Dhrutarashtra, Kunti and Sanjayawanted
toleavetheasram. They wanted to go to near by places
in forest at the entrance of Ganga river to meditate.
Dhrutarashtra was on fast. He took water only.
Gandhari was also taking water only. Kunti was also
on afast for amonth. Sanjaya used to take food once
inaweek. Kunti was hel pful to Gandhari. Sanjayawas
hel ping to Dhrutarashtra. One day they werereturning
to asram after taking bath in Ganga. They were caught
by firewith fearful flames. It surrounded them. Flames
were spreading with heavy sounds. Wind also raged.
Birdsand animals burnt alive. Theway isnot visible.
Smoke reached the heights of the sky and it wasthick.



42

Bigtreeswerebeing burnt. Dhrutarashtra said “Oh!
Sanjaya! Youtry to escape. Any how weare unableto
escape from this fire”,

Sanjaya said “How | can go leaving you?.”

Dhrutarashtra said “Sanjaya! When there is possibilitiy
to escape, losing lifeisfoolishnessand asin aso. You
please escape from fire.”

Sanjaya suggested to Dhrutarashtra to do yoga.
Sanjaya told “I will escape” and climbed mountain
Himalayaat onestretch. Fire surrounded Dhrutarashtra,
Gandhari and Kunti who. Fearful fire captured them
like alion jumped on an elephant. The lives of three
people came to an end.

Dharmargjaperformed funeral ritesto them.

“Kunti is Siddhi, Madri is Buddhi. Two goddesses
came to earth”. This is what the Mahabharata has told
us.
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