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PREFACE

There have been a few books in English on the lives of the
Seers of ancient India written mostly in historical perspective
following the western style of interpretation. The need for bringing
out an edition in Tamil consisting of biographical details and legends
in respect of some of the rsis was felt in order 10 regenerate interest in
those who are eager to know the traditional aspects. This work aims to
serve as a stimulus to the growing number of youth who may feel the
necessity 10 make an in-depth study, by taking recourse to
authoritative works, in futre.

The present ccmpilation consists of a series of articles
published in the Tamil journal “3ri Nrsimhapriya” during the period
from 1969 to 1974. The chapter on Trasadasyu is an addition in this
volume. A more comprehensive survey of the lives of all rsis is a
desideratum and the present effort is just in the nature of a first step,
giving a reasonable representation.

We are very much thankful to the publishers of
*31i Nrsimhapriya” for giving us permission to reprint the articles in
book form. We are deeply beholden to Smt. Usha Ramanathan, for
copying out a major portion of the articles and for preparing the press
copy. We are appreciative of the devoted co-operation of Shri
Azhakhanar for his labour of proof-reading.

It is also our most cherished privilege to express on this
occasion our deepest gratitude to the Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Govenment of India, for having been pleased to extend
financial assistance for this publication. We express our sincere
gratitude to the TT Devasthanams, Tirupati and M/s. Sundaram
Charities, Madras for providing their support for publication of this
volume.

We are thankful also to M/s. Kiran Compugraphics,
Coimbatore and M/s. Ambal Offset, Palghat, for their part in the neat
execution of the work.

Calicut, N.S. DEVANATHACHARIAR
2.3.1992. P.S. RAMANATHAN
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INTRODUCTION®
RSIS OF ANCIENT INDIA

R W FHe: g @ g |
idam nama rsibhyah pirvajebhyah purvebhyah pathikrdbhyah 1

— Rgveda 10.14.15.
Introductory

The ancient civilization of India bears ample testimony to the
fact that the builders and preservers of our great heritage were the rsis
of yorc. Many branchcs of leaming have been enriched by their
valuable contributions. Hence it becomes a matter of great interest and
importance to a student of Hindu civilization and religious literature to
have a knowledge about their gencalogy.

Rsis were countless in number. The vast ancient Indian
literature is a storechouse for getting an insight into the different

aspects of Indian tradition. The information about the history of those
holy men calied rsis are flashed here and there in the earliest documents

of the world -- the Vedas and also in the Epics and the Puranas. It is
a difficult task to gather the loosely knit details of the lives of the rsis
and narrate them in the language of the layman.

" 1 am gratefu] to Dr. K. V. SARMA, Professor of Sanskrit, Adyar Library
and Research Centre, who inspired me 1o write this Introduction.
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The present book by the outstanding scholar, Shri
Navalpakkam Devanathachariar, presents an excellent survey of twenty
rsis of Vedic times with thoroughness and masiery, providing ample
data on their lives and thoughts. He has made available details of the
lives of the rsis hitherto inaccessible, by tracing their origin right
from the Vedas down to the Purdnas, thus providing enlightenment on
the rsi tradition. Based solidly on tradition, the Maharsigal Caritam
could give an impetus to the reader to delve deep into ancient Indian
literature. This Introduction attempts to give the background to a study
of the life and work of the ris of ancient India.

Definition and characteristics

The word 751’ is etymologically derived form the root 7s° to go.
®Nfd I GO (rsali jianena samsargparam) is an age-old
definition given in the lexicon Vacaspatya, which means ‘a rsi is one
who crosses the circuit of worldly life (samsara) through wisdom
(jAiana). Yaska defines the word as %R ! (rsir darsands) - 'arsi is
so called as he is possessed of vision.’ Vision can be defined as “the
exceptional and supranormal faculty, proper to ‘scers’ of 'seeing’, in the
mind, things, causes, connections as they really are, the faculty of
acquiring a sudden knowledge of the truth, of the functions and
influences of the divine powers, of man's relations to them etc. eic."2

The Taittiriya Aragyaka® has a passage:

FAH & A TR, 8 W agrats e aedtomian |
@jan ha vai prsnims tapasyamanan brahma svayambhvabhyanarsa
wdrsayo’ bhavan tad rsinam rsitvam)

1 Niruka 2.11.
2 Gonda J, The Vision of the Vedic Poets, Delhi, 1984.

3 TA29; Nirukia 2.11.
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Al the beginning of the kalpa Brahma created certain beings

called gjizh (‘the unborn’) or prsnayah (the pure ones’) who were free
from the cycle of births and deaths. The immortal manifested himself
to them while they practised austerities and so they became ‘seers’,
That was the characteristic of the ryis.

According 1o tradition the Vedas are revealed texts. They are
apawruseya, thal is to say, ‘of a non-human origin.' The rsis searched
after vak (mantras) through tapas and they heard the Vedas.* Hence
they were also called kavi because "hearing’ was the characteristic of a
kavi.5 The term muni is also indicative of their highest spiritual
advancement.®

Scope of the meaning of the word ryi

It may be observed from the Vedas and its commentaries that
the word rsi had a wider scope in its meaning. It is seen that the term
was applied to Agni, Indra, Aditya and Soma.” Rgi was occasionally
used as a synonym for ‘Nardyana', ‘Siva' as well as the 'Veda'3

o TPYE T TR | AR Qe |
TB 2.88.5. Cf. §B6.1.1.1.
s YEE A %99: { TB3.223.
%Ry F209 | RV 8.79.1; TB 24.7.6.
6 RV 10.136.2. See Saymabhasya.
1. ik TanR: wReR QRE: RV 9.66.20.
MS 1.5.1; VKS 29.39; VMS 269; SV 1519; AB 2.37.6; TA 2.5.2.
FhfeR: & T&a: | RV 8.16.7.
= dedsm: 1 741.8.8.
W @ Ve TR R fe o RV 9.107.7.
A A yov g fvare &) vl | T4 10.10.3.
8 Mahabharaa, Sai. 217.12.
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In the Nomedha-Parucchepa legend,? we sce Nrmedha calling
Parucchepa addressing him as ‘7si’ for generating fire in a piece of wet
wood uttering the Samidheni mantras, for when he himself had tried,
only smoke had come out, not fire. From this we can infer that rsi
was one who was connected with Agni,

In the Brahmanas the sense organs are sometimes identified
with the rsis. The Sauapatha Brahmana speaks of Rgi Vasistha as the
breath, Rsi Bharadvaja as the mind, Rsi Jamadagni as the eyes, Rsi
Visvamitra as the ear and Rsi Vidvakarma as speech.!® It was only
later that the intespretation 'faculty of seeing the cosmic truths through
penance’ became common. ’

Classification of Rsis

Rsis were classified into various groups. However, no clear
line is drawn to distinguish rsis and maharsis. Among the rsis there
were Brahmarsis, Devarsis and Rajarsis. The seer of Brahman became a
Brahmarsi. Examples of Brahmarsis are Atri and Angiras. Narada was a
Devarsi. Although the rsis were generally brahkmanas, some ksatriyas,
who were kings, had achieved the status of a rsi by tapas. Of the scers
those who had been kings wcre known as R ajarsis. Sages like
Visvamitra, Ambarisa, Trasadayu, Sibi and Mandhata belonged to this

Continuation of note 8.
¢f. Gieat: f: | Brakmasigra 3.3.3. Sivarkananidipika.
%RdeH4: | Bhattoji Diksita on Panini 3.2.186.

5. TS258. .

0. VIO 9 %SE: AT | $B 6.1.1.1; 8.6.1.5.
o & aftes Y 0 T e R 0 g e |
S5 4 et | ard Ryl 198 8.1.1.2, 6, 9.
Cf. PB 20.15.3; JB 2.241; AB 30.28.
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group. Sukra, though he belonged to the Devarsi group, was a
dinavarsi on account of his allegiance to the asuras. Sages like Utanga
who were priesis were Viprarsis. The rsi of a particular kanda of the
Veda is known as kandasi.!!

Rsi and constellations

“YHd W @ N @i 12 (sukpam va erani
jyotim;i yan naksarani) - The naksairas are light of the doers of
pious deeds - says a Vedic passage. It is believed that the bodies of the
ancient seven seers, Marici, Vasistha, Angiras, Atri, Pulastya, Pulaha
and Kratu, who stay in hcaven on account of their merits,

appear 10 the eye as most excellent and brilliant.!? Varahamihira
describes the position of these sages thus: "Among the sages the

revered Marici is situated in the cast; to his west is Vasistha, to his
west is Angiras; to his west is situated Atri; and close to him is
Pulastya. Next to him arc in order Pulaha and Kratu.!* Arundhati the
paragon of virtue, is close to the great sage Vasistha among them.
“HWYT YU FHEHUEd S (saptarsaya prathamam  knitikanam
arundhatim) uttered on the occasion of the Arundhati-darsana ritual at
the marriage ceremony is worthy of attention in this connection.

11.  The Taittiriyasakha, broadly, consists of five kandas, viz. Pragpatya,

hh

Saumya, Agneya, Vaisvadeva and Svis
See K andanukramanika.

12 T554.13. Cf. SB6.5.4.8; Anugiia 2.38,39.

13 T Y EHR Uga: T Saed 3T | Ap. Ds. 2.9.24.13.
SB 2.1.2.4; MS 2.10.3; XS 18.1.

14.  Brhatsamhita 13.3-6.
15.  Mantraprasnah 1.9.7.
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Panini’s derivation of the word rsi from the root 7s gatau’
holds good here as the rsis (constellations) have a traversing nature,
according to the ancient authors on Jyotisa, though not observed by
men.'6 It is also significant that the word naksatra is derived from the
root naks gatau, which also means 'to go'.

Rsikds - The women Seers

A cursory look at the Rgveda will reveal that there were women

rsis also. They were called rsikas or brahmavadinis. As many as 27
rsikas were known to the Rgveda.!” The Brhad-devaia of Saunaka
enumerates them thus:!3

Ghosa, Godha, Vidvavara, Apala, Upanisat, Nisat, Juhd,
Agastyasvasa, Aditi, Indrani, Sarama, Romasa, Urvadi, Lopamudr,
Nadyah, Yami, Satvati, Srih, Laksa, Sarparajii. Wik, Sraddha,
Medha, Daksina, Indramaia, Rawi and Sirya.

Known also as brakmavadinis, the rsikas were eligible for
upanayana, vedadhyayana and Agni-upasana.'® Some of the rsikas

16. See Indian Astromomy - A Source Book, BV Subbarayappa and
KV Sarma, Bombay, 1985, P. 115.

1. RV 1039-40; 10.134.6, 7; 5.28; 8.91; k; k; 10.109; 10.60.6; 4.18;
10.86.2-6, 9, 15-18; 10.145; 10.153; 10.1082, 4, 6, 8, 10,11;
1.126.7; 10952, 4, 5,7, 11, 13, 15, 16, 18; 1.179.1-2; 3334, 6,
8,10; 10.10.1, 3, 5-7, 11, 13, 154; 8.1.34; k; k; k; 10.125; 10.151; k;
10.107; 10.153; 10.127; 10.85.

Some others like Indrasnusa Vasukrapatni (RV 10.28.1), Sikata
Nivavari (RV 9.86.11-20, 31-40, 20), Paulomi Saci (RV 10.159),
Jarita (RV 10.142.1,2) are also mentioned as rsikas of various saktas.

18. Brhad-devata 2.82-84.
19, TY Erdien v faet sk welaay |
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were rsipainis t0o. It will not be out of place 10 mention here that the
'better halves' had equal rights with their men in the performance of
yajhas, for the wife, says the Veda, is the half of oneself:2° sl @1 @8
el w9 (ardho va esaatmano yat patni). According to Panini, the
very word patni is derived form pati which clearly indicates that a
woman has a right in the performance of dharma.?! The Vedic text
I @1 W ASUAE: (ayajio va esa yo'patnikah)2 emphatically says
that there is no yajfta without a wife. The husband could make an
offering only with the consent of his wife: W&l f¢

T5dufe? (patni hi parinahyasyese patniyaivanumatam nirvapati). It was
for the performance of dharma, the duties ordained by the Veda, that
the rsis had led the houscholder's life. Rsipatnis had a prominent
position in the society. Vasistha-Arundhati, Agastya-Lopamudr, Atri-
Anasiiy, Gautama-Ahalya and others are the rsi couples who are
regarded with veneration even today.

There are, in the Upanisads, references to women scholars of
high repute holding discussions on subtlest philosophical matters. In
the Brhadiranyaka Upanisad® we see Vacaknavi Gargi questioning the

Continuation of note 19,
A gEAaT TR deer @e 2 frarrif |
Wl  Iuftud frar wafqua o fare: w1
q. in Smeticandrika 1, p. 24; Viramitrodaya, Samskaraprakasa,
p-402. Cf. Ibid TSRy — quaed Furdmn dgfiarrfined |
e 9 Fei Wi A i
2. TS6.18.5; TB 333.5; JB 1.86.
U aFEI | Aadhyayi 4.1.33.

TB 22.2.6; 3.33.1.
7§ 6.2.1.1.

Brhadaranyaka Upanisad 3.6; 3.8.

gEER
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sage Yajfiavalkya. The same Upnisad® mentions Maitreyi, learning
brahmavidya from Yajiavalkya, her husband. It will be of interest to
mention that the Upanisad prescribes a rital for ensuring the birth of
a daughter endowed with leaming, 26

Gotra and Pravara-rsis

Gotra signifies one family or the lineage. Pravara means a
summons or invocation. Baudhayana?’ defines gotra as the progeny of
the seven rsis, Vidvamitra, Jamadagni, Bharadvaja, Gautama,
Atri,Vasistha, Kasyapa and Agastya and further declares that there are
innumerable gotras but of the pravaras there are only forty-nine.

Gotra and pravara are inter-related and can be best explained as
follows: "Gotra is the latest ancestor or one of the latest ancestors of a
person by whose name his family has been known for generations;
while pravara is constituted by the sage or sages who lived in the
remotest past, who were most illustrious and who are generally the
ancestors of the gotra sages or in some cases the remotest ancestor
alone."%

The recitation of pravara-rsis, of the yajamana (a person who
performs a yajiia) forms an integral part in a §rauta ritual. In fact, the
institution of pravara itsclf originated from the yajias. "When the fire
is 1o be consecrated, Agni Havyavahana, the god who carries the
libations to heaven, must be invoked. This invocation or invitation of

Agni is called pravara. Agni himself or the fire is called Arseya, the

5. Brhadaranyaka Upanisad 2.4; 4.5.

2% A9 YRR e ¥ uvea wwe, ... foehed waf . vl o
Brhadaranyaka Upanisad 4.4.18. 3ri Saikara explains WITUEeIR as
AT |

2. Baudhayana Ss., Pravaradhyaya 54.

28. PV Kane, History of Dharmasastra, Poona, Vol. II, Part I, p. 497.
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offspring of the rsis, because the rsis, first lighted him at their
sacrifices. He is the hotr as well as the adhvaryu among the gods.
Like the hotr and adhvaryu priests, he is supposed to invite the gods
to the sacrifice, and to carry himself the oblation to the seat of the
immontals. When, therefore, a brahman has his own fire consecrated,
he wishes to declare that he is as worthy as his ancestors to offer
sacrifices, and he invites Agni t0 carry his oblations to the gods as he
did for his ancestors. The names of these ancestors must then be added
to his invitation, and thus the invitation or invocation of the ancestors
came to be called pravara."®

The summoning of Agni along with the names of the rsis, is
seen recorded in the veda itself: sy EgfaTwaRaTEa® (qurva-
bhrguvacucim apnavanavad ahuve), which means like Aurva, like
Bhrgu, like Apnavana I invoke the pure Agni,.." This is done with 2
specific invocation formula and the Sraua-sitras describe it. The
sitras lay down that one, two, three or five rsis, may be included in a

pravara but impose the restriction that pravaras beyond five should
never be chosen and uttered.™!

Every brahmana is obliged by the Dharma3astras to pronounce
the name of his pravara and gotra in domestic rituals like the
upandayana, sandhyavandana, vivaha and abhivadana. 1t is interesting

to note that for the caula (tonsure) ceremony Apastamba prescribes

29. Max}%ulsler, A History of Ancient Sanskris Literature, Varanasi, 1968,
0
30. RV 8.1024; TS 3.1.11.8; SV 18.

a. R Fel g guid ¢ o & @ e uw 1 A SRl i A
TAGgoR | Ap.Ss. 2.16.6-8.

Cf. Ibid 245.-7; Vaikhanasa Ss. 323; Asvalayana Ss.12.13; Manava
§s.1.3.1.26.



xvi MAHARSIGAL CARITAM

keeping the number of tufis of hair the same number as in the pravara
of the boy's gotra. 2

Ksatriyas and vaisyas employed the gotra and pravara of their
purohitas (family priests) in rituals where it had to be recited.33 In the
event of the gotra being forgotten the Dharma texis prescribe the
adoption of the gotra of the great rsis, Jamadagni or Kadyapa.

Why Rsis are not born in modern times?

The rules of brahmacarya were extremely hard and the
transgression of the rules was considered a sin. It is difficult to learn
and comprehend the whole of the Vedas observing punctiliously the
dictums of the brahmacarya-asrama rules as laid down in the sastras.
The vow of implicit obedience is strictly imposed for the study of the
Veda with its ancillaries. It was belicved that if the rules were
transgressed the holy learning would leave the offender. It is on
account of the transgression of the rules of brahmacarya, says
Apastamba, that no rsis, (mantra-drastas) are born amongst the men of
later ages. However, some become Srwarsis in the new birth on
account of the residual karma and the proper observance of those rules
in their past lives. The name of Svetaketu is quoted as a rare example
of this kind.*

3. ool e Feafa | Ap. Gs. 16.6; See Andkula-Vrti.

3. Baudhizyana $s. Pravaridhyaya 52-54; Avalayana Ss. 1.3.

3. wﬁamﬁmaﬁzgmm | Divodasya q. in Nirnayasindhu.
TR  FVAT: ... FITCTH TSRV, |
Smni-candrika, p. 398.

Cf. A9 HYIUTA 9 VYA T | Bhiagavata Purana 6.6.25.

35, Py quas: | dekid faaed frafd | @ SRR |
FAGUTIIE ¥ | TENQVEIsaYy 1 SR Pl | e
vy hfae HUGERINY [7: UG | 91 ¥aehg: 1 Ap. Ds. 1.2.5.1-6;
See Ujjvala
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Yaska's commcnt on the Srutarsis is worth mentioning. “The
rsis, are the seers of the mantras. Those, to whom the knowlcdge of
iile Vedas was directly revealed, imparted it to others who were not
fortunate in receiving it directly." Thus the rsis, who could get the
Vedas imparted to them by their teachers came to be called ‘Sruarsis”.

Apastamba further quotes Svetaketu making this declaration:
He who desired to study more, after having seitled (as a houscholder),
shall dwell two months every year, with collected mind, in the house
of his teacher.’ (and he adds), 'for by this means | studied a larger part
of the Veda than before, (during my studentship).? Svetaketu who had
leamed the four Vedas in a short time,3® was a honseholder and it is in

this context that Apastamba mentions him as a rare exception.

A3valayana 100 quotes the declaration of somc other teacher
and states that arsi will be born to the newly married if they abstain

from saline food and sleep on the ground for onc year. The
commentators® interpret the word rsi herc as a rsikalpa, 'similar 10

arsi' (the sixth of the eight degrees of brahmanas)*' and not as a

36. Nirukta 1.20. See Tr. V.G. Rahurkar in the Semasiological Study of
the Vedic Word - Rs, CASS Swdies No. 1, Poona, 1973, p. 22.

3. Ap. Ds. 1.4.13. 19-22. Tr. Georg Buhler, The Sacred Books of the
Aryas, SBE, Vol. 2, Part 1, p. 50.

38. Chandogya Upanisad 6.1.

¥, NEREETINT FErf AR ey Wi ' | 3 S R
BRI | Uac 3 RfTad 300 | Asvaldyana Gs. 1.8.10-12.

40.  Jbid. See Vtti of Narayana and ‘Anavila’ of Haradatta.

a1 TR, 2§, 3. 9, 4. oFEW:, 5. W, 6. FiwEew:,
7. %%, 8. "?ﬁﬁ | Devala q. in Apararka.

m@a‘rmﬁmmghm | Vaikhanasa Gs. 1.1.

Cf. Baudhayana Gs. 1.7.5.
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mantra-drosta. Haradatta commenting on the aforesaid views of

Apastamba concludcs that thcre will be none who will receive the
revclation of mantras in Kaliyuga,

Long Life

Most of the rsis, especially, Jamadagni, Vasistha, Bhrgu, .
Gautama and Bharadvaja, all of Vedic fame, had lived very long.
Some are seen to have grown to a very old age at the time of the
Ramayana. Bharadvaja, for example, had been purohita to the rajas
of Kasi for several generations. A disciplined life, 1apas and care of
health contributed to their long life. They held the strong belief that
discases ultimately destroyed life and discovered maniras and medicines
1o combat it. It is specifically mentioned by Manu that the rsis

obtained long life, wisdom, honour, fame and brahmavarcas due to
their sandhyopasana for a long time. 42

In the ‘ayusya’ rite of the Suklayajurvédins, the manira “F¥9
ST SR @RV HUM™3 (rsaya ayusmantaste
vratgirayusmanias iena tvayusayusmantam karomi) is uttered in thc
right ear of the child as a blessing for its long life because the rsis
were long-lived through their observances.

In the Vedas, Agni, the ruler of the vital powers, is also
extolled as Agni Ayusmat, the bestower of long life. So, naturally,
longevity can be expected of the rsis who engaged themselves
constantly in invoking Agni and performing yajrias — for they
realised that through yajnas anything could be accomplished.

42, WO USRI T |
v Tg Wi = sEEEea T

Man. 4.94; Sakha. 10.20; Mbh., Anusasana. 104.18.
43.  Paraskara-grhyasitra 1.16.6.
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Our debt to the Rsis

A Vedic passage ST & sigofeafirave e sgedwitia o34
¥y gorn AT @ @ TR T TR TS FEaiEn (jayamano
vai brahkmanas tribhir mava jayate brahmacaryena rsibhyo yajhena
devebhyah prajaya pitrbhya esa va anmo yah putri yajva
brahmaaarivasi) states that when a brahmana is born he is beset with
three debts, viz. (1) the debt due to the rsis (2) the debt due to the
devas and (3) the debt due to the pirrs. He becomes absolved from the
debt to the rsis by brahmacarya, i.e. acquiring of knowledge through
Vedic studies.

"The debt io the r3is is the debt which one owes to learning in
the shape of his cultural heritage. Such an obligation he can only
discharge by making his own contribution to learning, which he can
achieve only on the basis of brahmacarya.” *5 Hence it becomes our
duty to discharge the debt to the rsis, the torch bearers of culture and

learning.

4. TS 6.3.10.5. Cf. SB 1.7.2.1-6; Vasigha 11.48; Baudhayana Ds.

2.9.16.7; See Piwrvami mimsa-darsana 6.2.11, Sabara-bhizsya.
Cf. % Feargpda | Asfiha wvi S )
T | e fiRteig 3f gEEE: o $B 1.7.2.3.

"And further, inasmuch as he is bound to study (the Veda), for that
reason he is bom as (owing) a debt to the rsis; hence it is to them that
he does this; for one who has studied (the Veda) they call, ‘the rss’
treasure-warden.” .
Tr. Julius Eggeling, The Satapatha Brahmana, SBE Series Vol. 12,
Part [, Delhi, 1978.

a5, Raglgm Kumud Mookerji, Ancient Indian Education, Delhi, 1989,
p- 69.
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One of the essential features of Vedic studies was knowledge of
the rsis. Every mantra of the Veda is ‘seen' by a rsi. Being a manira-
drasta he becomes the principal guru of the mantra. The remembrance
of the Seer of a mantra thus becomes an integral part.* The $asra
exhorts us to bow down in reverence at the feet of the guru and this act
is symbolically represented by touching the head with the right hand
before chanting a particular mantra.#’ Importance of this tradition is
further asserted by Adi Sakara in the Prapaficasara thus: “ &fyjeafat.
¥ '™ (rsir gurupvar Sirasaiva dharyah). For proper understanding of
the rsis of the mantras there are Arsanukramanis or Rsi Indices giving
lists of hymns, the authors, etc.

Dharma and the Practice of Rsis

"Know dharma to be that which is practised by the leamed that
lead a moral life, that is free from hatred and partiality, and that is
accepted by their hearts (i.e. conscience). The word dharma is thus

defined by Manu.*® Apastamba puts it in a similar way, "That is

dharma the practice of which is praised by aryas (respectable people)
with the Vedic tradition and adharma is said to be that which such
people censure.™®

The rsis are votaries of dharma and their actions are worthy of

emulation; but their biographical details also reveal many instances of
flagrant transgression of dharma. We come across abhorring acts like

4. Aneya-brahmana 1.1.6; B thad-yogayafiavalkya. 1.27; Bharadvija.
543; Brahmasitra 1139, Sankara-bhasya, Brhad-devata 1.2.

41, See Gayatribhasyam, Ed. P.S. Ramanathan, Palghat, 1986, p. 13,

4. Tghe: 3. wfefiomeaiify: |

FAMIER @ o Frae If Manw 2.1,
so.  oeard: ReEmm yvietd @ o o TR Ak | Ap. Ds. 1.7.20.
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Gautama, at the instance of his mother, drowning his father in a river
and Paradurama, at the instance of his father, slaying his mother, etc,

In the Pivrva-miménss Dariana® a pirvapaksa (objection) has
been advanced pointing to such specific instances of the admiutedly
evil doings of eminently recognised good men. Examples of certain
extremely bold excesses have been given. For instance:

(1) "We find Prajapati falling in an incestuous love with his
own daughter, Usk, (2) Indra, as also Nahusa in his place, is said to
have committed adultery; (3) Vasistha, when stricken down with grief
on the death of his hundred sons, is said to have contemplated a
terrible excess, in the shape of suicide; (4) Vidvamitra helped a candila
(Trisanku) to perform a sacrifice; (5) Krsna-dvaipayana, who was under
the vow of lifelong celibacy, brought forth children from the wives of
his younger brother, Vicitravirya; (7) Bhisma led a life contrary 10 all
caste-regulations; and did an irregularity in performing sacrifices, even
though he was unmarried. From the foregoing pérvapaksa raised we

cannot but conclude that the mere practice of good men cannot be
accepted as an authority for dharma.

Kumarila Bhatta, while dealing with this subject in his
Tantravarttika puts forth the siddhanta (accepied view) thus:

"When we find that certain actions are performed by good men,
and we cannot attribute them to any such perceptible motives as greed
and the like, they should be accepted as dharma. Such actions as are
performed either for the maintenance of the body, or for one's mere
pleasure, or for some material gain -- are not considered, by good
people as 'dharma’. It is only those actions, that are held by the good
people, to be dharma, and are performed as such, that are accepted as

st Purva-mimamsidarsana 1.3.37, Tantravarttika, Tr. Ganganath Jha,
Delhi, pp. 182-191.
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dharma; because the persons that perform these are the same as thosc
that perform the sacrifices enjoined in the Veda.

"In the first place, the passages (in the Puranas and Vedas) that
are interpreted on these lines, may be only a fortuitous coincidence of
words and expressions (the texts never having actually meant what
they seem to mean now); or, secondly, the prohibition of such actions
may be held to pertain to men only, and not to superhuman beings;
or, thirdly, the actions may be justified on the ground of the persons
concerned being very powerful and super-human beings, and as such
not subject to the same limitations (of conduct) as the weaklier human
beings; or, fourthly, we can explain the said texts in such a way as to
deprive them of all repulsive significations.

"Eg. (1) The word "Prajapati” means ‘one who protects all
creatures’ as such it can be taken as a name of the sun; and it is an
ordinary fact that towards morning the sun reaches the early Dawn
(Usa); and as the early Dawn is brought about by the approach of the
Sun, it is called his 'danghter’; and it is the fact of the sun letting his
rays fall in (or on) the Dawn that has been figuratively spoken of as
the intercourse of man with a woman.

"(2) The word "Indra" -- proceeding from the root 'idi* which
signifies great glory -- would signify one possessed of a resplendent
glory; and as such it is taken as another name of the sun; and he is the
jara’ destroyer (jarati - nasayati) of ahalya’ (akani liyante) that which
disappears during the day, i.e night; as it is only when the sun rises
that the darkness of night is destroyed; and it is in this sense that we
should take the sentence --"Indro’ halyaya jarah" -- which cannot be
taken in its ordinary sense, of an illicit connection with a woman.

"(3) As for Nahusa, it is true that when he reached the position

of Indra, he made advances towards Saci, Indra's wife; but through the
unlawful act he fell from his place and was born as a big snake; and
this clearly shows that it was a sinful act that he had done; and as for
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3aci she proved very constant in her devotion to her own husband, her
greatness and effulgence became enchanced to a remendous extent,
which shows that such faithfulness is an act of dharma.

"(4) In the case of Vasistha, it is clear that his action was due
to excessive grief, and hence nobody accepts it as dharma. It is only
that action which the good men know to be dharma, and pedform it as
such that is to be accepted as dharma; while those actions that, even
when performed by good men, are clearly found to be due to an undue
influence of desire, anger, greed, delusion, grief and the like, -- are to
be classified as ‘dharma’ or ‘adharma’, according as they happen to be
enjoined or prohibited in the scriptures (without any consideration for
the fact of their being performed by good men).

"(5) Hence, in the case of Vidvamitra also, as he had reached a
very high degree of penance, even though he did, in certain cases
transgress the law under the influence of passion or anger, -- yet we
can allow such transgressions to pass unnoticed, in accordance with
the maxim that 'for a strong man everything is equaly healthy’ (i.c.,
for a pious man all actions are equally lawful); or we may absolve him
from all blame, on the ground that he would destroy all such sins by
means of excessive penances, and the performances of proper expiatory
rites, which would leave him as pure as ever. But for people of lesser
penances, such transgressions would be as irretrievably harmful, as the
cating of the (poisonous) leaves of the mahavai for the elephant.

"(6) As for Dvaipayana, he under his mother's orders, got
children from the wife of his brother (related to him through his
mother), in accordance with the scriptural injunction: "A woman
without a husband, if desirous of progeny, may, if ordered by her
superior, have recourse to her husband's younger brother;” and even if
a transgression, it disappears in the light of his great penances, prior
to, as well as after, the committing of the deed. If there be another
person with an equal degree of brahmic glory, he might do such deeds
with impunity.
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"(7) Rama and Bhisma both considering the wifc to be only

necessary in the performance of the sacrifice they had underiaken, did
not take 10 a wife -- the former on-account of his great love for his

first wife Sita, and the latter because of his great reverence for his
father to whom he had promised that he would never marry; and as
both were free from the debt they owed their father-- the one by his
direct offspring, and the other by the children of his mother, -- there
was no impediment to their sacrifices being duly accomplished. Then
again, Rama kept by him, at the sacrificc a golden image of Sita,
because for the sake of rcputation (he could not have kept Sita in
person), and for the sake of showing that he was not cruel to the
memory of Sita (he did not take another wife to himself). And as for
Bhisma the text of Manu laying down that if among many uterinc
brothers, even one gets children, all the rest become endowed with
oflspring, through these very children, having been freed from the debt
he owed his fathers, by the birth of the sons of his brother,
Vicitravirya -- he may have taken to a wife for the mere fulfilment of
the sucrificial conditions; and this we may infer from the apparcnt
inconsistency of such an irregularity in the conduct of a blameless
person like Bhisma who when offering his libations at Gaya®2 did not
place the offering in the hands of his father (w ho had appcared to him
in person), in consideration of the scriptural texts that lay down the
offering of the libations on the ground -- (one who was so scrupulous
in following the scriptural teachings) how could he, alone, without a
wife, have dared o perform sacrifices?

"Thus then, when all these apparent transgressions are found 10
be capable of various rational explanations, and when, as a matter of
fact, all good men are actually found to avoid all that has its source in
passion and greed, etc. It is not right to question the righteousness of
the practice of good men.”

s2.  Mahabharata, Anusasana. 84.
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Summing up the position Kumarila Bhata observes: "That
which is taught in the Veda and Smntis -- if this is not contradicted by
the practice of good men, such practice can be accepted, as an authority
for dharma; but whenever there is the least contradiction of the said
teachings, then as there would be a contradiction. among the
authorities, the practice can never be admitied to have any authority
in matters relating to dharma.”

Keeping in view the actions of great men, who have violated
dharma, Apastamba’®3 lays down the following aphorisms:

1. Transgression of the law and violence are found amongst
the ancient sages.

2. They committed no sin on account of the greatness of their
lustre.

3. A man of later times who seeing their deeds follows them,
falls.

Gautama®* 100 has expressed the same view. There is no folly
so great as to cite the example of rsis for their transgressions and
justify our own conduct. We should try to emulate them in the matter
of their strength and greatness. To offend and judge are distinct offices
and of opposed natures. When we do choose our course we should not
have the wisdom by our wit to lose. If we had no faults of our own,
we would take less pleasure in noticing the faults of others. It is
therefore our business to dismiss the temptation to transgress some of
our rsis in their transgressions and return to sanity and the need to pay

our deep debt of gratitude to them.

A Hindu pays homage to the rsis in various ways in his daily
life. The Dharmagastra enjoins us o pay our respects to the rsis by
offering water with reverence in the rsiiarpana ritual cvery day. In the

5. GE) UtcTeeR: A | G| du Asene v 7 R |

Teied ygwm: die@t | Ap. Ds. 2.13.79.
54.  Gautama Ds. 1.1.34. See Brakmasiitra 13.33. Sankara-bhasya.
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$mvana-upakarma homage is paid to rsis and rsipatnis collectively.
Rsipaiicami is a ritual observed by women on the fifth day in the first

half of the month Bhardrapada. It may as well be noted that in our
country the stars, the mountains and the rivers are named after the rsis

who have thrown open,before us all the gates of wisdom, both
mundane and spiritual,

Let us recall the convocation address of the rsi of the Taittiriya
Upanisad and following it up discharge our debt to the rsis through
svadhyaya and pravacana of the Veda and preserve the culture,
integrity and unity of Bharatavarsa by contemplating on this couplet
of the rastra-gita of the great Rsi Samvanana Angirasa.’s

A q gl WA g A |

IR @ TR Fe a: GEew i
samani va akiih samand hrdayani vah 1
samanam astu vo mano yatha vah susahasati #

" One and the same be your resolve,
and be your minds of one accord.
United be the thoughts of all
that all may happily agree.

T FHAE FARGE WeFUlAE: | 56
nama rsibhyo mantrakrdbhyo mantrapaubhyah

Calicut,

Mabkara-sankranti, P.S. RAMANATHAN
14.1.1992

ss. RV 10.191.4; AV 6.643; TB 2.4.4.5.
Tr. RTH Griffith, Hymns of the Rgveda, Delhi, 1991, p. 651.

s6. TA41;8A7.1.
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: Adtareya Brahmana PB
: Atharvaveda RV
: Apastamba Dharmasuzra  SA
: Apasiamba Grkyasia  SB
: Apastamba Srauasitra SV
: Dharmasitra Ss.
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: Kathaka Sambita Up.
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: Rgveda
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: Vajasaneya Kanva Sambhita
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