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Sangita Kalanidhi

‘Mohanam’,
Dr. Smt. Mani Krishnaswami

10/6, Abhiramapuram Ist Street
Madras - 600 018

Tallappakka Annamacharya’s Samkirtanas totally in praise of Lord of the Seven
Hills are monumental. He engaged his involvement of Bhakthi, in his songs. They
have been sung by many musicians over the centuries. South Indian Bhajana Paddhathi
also inciuded his composition in Todaya mangalam.

Over 5 decades, Annamayyas Kirtanas are given importance for the lyrics. The
TT. Devasthanam found the Copper Plates hidden within the premises of the Temple.
So, God wills that his Bhakta's songs should become famous and popufar, propogated

mostly by all the Vidwans of our present time, all over the Country. TTD is taking
f [ so much interest to propagate the songs by publishing books, casseftes - both audio
and video. Dancers are keen to choreograph, and present Annamayya's Samkirtanas thematically also. He would not
have himself dreamt of his songs popularised in such a large scale. That is God's will and blessings on him.

Now about the sixteen compositions chosen by Smt. Rajalakshmi Ramanujam with notation which is to be

published shortly under the TT.D. Scheme, is praise worthy.. Before | proceed about the work she is doing, let me
say about Smt. Rajalakshmi.

We were classmates in Kalakshetra from 1947. We did our four year course of ‘Sangita Siromani’ of Madras
University. Raji, as we call her is a soft natured gifi with immense knowledge in music. She has a soft sweet voice.
We learnt many many songs for our somewhat hard and tough course. | was new to the lakshana of music and Raji
used to guide me in that. | fearnt lot of theory of music from her.



She can play Veena too. We all thought she would become a platform singer. Her domestic involvement would
not give much time for her art. She boldly went through that phase. Now she has time for both lakshana and lakshya
to take up seriously. Well done Rajalaskhmi.

The 16 samkirtanas are from the classification of the vaggeyakara. The Raagaas are not changed. She has
studied the arohana and avarohana and carefully tuned the composition. | went through ail the 16 songs tuned by
Rajalakshmi. The taalaas are apt for the songs. Students learning music, if the arohana, avarohana krama is understood
well, can learn easily. The Raaga swaroopa is brought out reasonably and beautifully in each song. The notation
is simple without complicated signs. Sangatis are not much attempted perhaps.

Musicians can enhance the songs with adding sangatis to their taste. This is an enjoyable experience. Rare
raagas like Maalavi, Nagagandhari, Saalangam (Mohanam), Velavali Suddha Santam (Suddha Vasantam) are carefully
dealt with and are pleasant to sing also.

Schools, Colleges, Vidwans & Vidushis should make use of this book to learn some more kirtanas of the great
composer.

Her younger sister Smt. Indira Srinivasan is a versatile artiste. Her accomplishments are very high. She can
compose songs and tune theme also. May Lord Venkateswara Bless her with everything that is good in life.

| wish Smt. Rajalakshmi many more such publications. May Lord give her the strength and long life to continue
her service to the cause of our great and proud tradition of Carnatic Music.

Dated 11.9.1996 Smt. Mani Krishnaswami
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