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The date of Kamban has been much disputed but there seems to be
now little room left to doubt that he was a junior contempory of
Ottakuttar and of Sekkilar or followed closely upon them. The
palegraphy of the inscriptions of sadayan mentioned above and
Kamban’s description of Chola country as belonging to Tyagavinodan
atitle which recalls the surname of Kulotunga III are fairly conclusive
on the point. The district echoes of the Sivaka Sindamani on Kamban’s
great work constitute in the light of the date assigned to the former
poem, another circumstance confirming the date thus suggested for
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seen reason to believe that the persecution led to a popular revolt in
which Adhirajendra, the last ruler in the male line descending from
Vijayalaya lost his life. If this is a correct view of the course of events,
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Rajagopalachari, C., Ramayana, p.15.

In Kamban’s time therefore the ideal name, has grown into very God
the mere repetition of whose name with devotion would lead unto
heaven ....... In three or four places Valmiki has deified Rama. Even
these passages however modern critics regard as interpolations. But
however this may be, everywhere else in Valmiki Rama is only the
valarous prince, perfect in virtue, but nothing more than a simple mor-
tal man. In kamban however it is rare to meet with any reference to
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Rama which does not indicate his divinity. He is the supreme Lord, he
is Narayana, he is the one that sleeps the sleep of wakefulness in the
ocean of Milk, he is the great one whom even the vedas have not seen.
If he runs after a golden deer, he sets forward the foot that measured
the three worlds. If Rama and Sita love each other at first sight, is it
not the meeting of those that were together in the ocean of milk and
were seperated only for a while? It is the same from the beginning to
the end. But this constant deification of Rama does not stand in the
way of the human emotions being attributed to him .... There is the
same mingled divinity and humanity about Kamban’s Rama as about
the christ of the Gospels and of the paradise Regained.

- Iyer, V.V.S., Kamba Ramayana - A Study, pp. 44-45.
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