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GAZETTEER OF THETANJOREDISTRICT
CHAPTER XV

" By FR.HEMINGWAY, L.C.S (1906}

Tiruvadl:  Population 7,821. A large unior six miles north
by west of Tanjore. In the days of native rule it was the
headwuarters of a subah and till 1860 the chnef town of a taluk.
It is now the station of a'District Munsif and a Deputy Tahsﬂdar
and sub-magistrate, The town contains a dispensary, a police-
station, a sub-registrar's office, a traveliers’ bungaiow, an upper
secondary school live Sanskrit schools and a lower secondary
school for girls. 1t possesses a peculiar sanetity and is for that
reason largely inhabited by Brahmans, who méke up over orie-thirq
of the poputation. It lies in a fertile neighbourhood on the bank
of the Cauvery-is surrounded by fuxuriant crops, vegetables ang
trees, and possesses some fine buildings and steps runnmg down
to the river, which have caused it to ba likened to a miniature

Benares’.

2. The usual name of the town is Thiruvaiyary (‘the holy
five rivers'; the Sanskrit equivalent is Panchanédam), and it is not
clear how the name Tiruvadi cajne into existerice, Natives when

“speaking of the place nearly always use the former name, and as
a rule only speak of Tiruvadi when talking English. The name
Tiruvaiyaru is derived from the fact that the five branches of the
sacred Cauvery all flow within a distance of a bout five miles of
the town.2. The town is rather unheatthy and elephantiasis is not
uncommon.

1. Government Epigraphist’s repon contalned in G.O. No, 745, Public
dated 27th July 1888 i

2. A different and rather fantastio legendary account Is givenin the local
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3. The Sanctity of Tiruvadi is so great that there Is a
saying that It Is shofier than Benares by one-sixteenth. There Is
a story that a Brahman who was going to Beneares to throw his
father's bones into the river there halted a night at Tiruvadi on the
way, and when he awoke in the morning he found that the bones
had assumed the shape of a lingam (embiem of Siva) He still:set
his face to Benares whereupon the bones again became disunited;
and how he realised that Tiruvadi was the holier place and
committed the bones 1o the river there. Nowadays bones are
brought from other districts to be thrown into the Cauvery at this
place, and many agod and pious Brahmans resort to Tiruvadi in
the hope of dying there. That it is blessed to die at Tiruvadi is
explained by a legeud of a boy who was killed by Yaman. (the
god of death) while worshipping the god of the five rivers. The
latter there upon killed Yaman, but restored him to life again on
the cendition that he should not motest those who died at Tiruvadi
or within sight of the smoke of the incense burnt at the Tiruvadi
shirine. In a great pit in front of the southern gate of the temple
incense is continuoustiyburnt to the god under the title of Alkondar
(he who protected men’) A Statue of the deity represents him
as a elossal figure crushing Yaman under his-feet.

4. Thetempie Is the chief of a set of seven neighbouring
shrines called the saptastalam (seven places) Ths legand says
that the bull Nandi, who was appoinied chief of Siva's attendants
at Tiruvadi, was married under the auspices of the god at.
Thirumalavadi (three miles north of Tiruvadi) and atterwards was
taken in procession round these seven places, endlng up at.
Tiruvadi. A thirteen days festival of the saptasthalam in the month
of Chittraj {April) celebrates this event and the provession then
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"goes round ali these seven shrines'. The town is crowded with
visitors on this occasion. There are two other considerable
festivals, besides a number of smalter ones, The Vaisakha feast
begins on the day of the star'Punarvasu in Vaikasi (1Aay), and e
Adipuram festival, which also lasts for ten days, begins on the
day of the star. Bharani in Adl. On the new moon day which
occurs in the middie of this latter festival an embef? representing
the god is bathed in the Cauvery; ana a vast inultitude presses
down to the river to bathe at the same time, as the sanctitying
power {0 the water is supposed to have been much increased by
the inmersion of the emblem. This festival ic intended to
commemorate the anniversary of the beatification of the Saivite
saint Appar.

5. The temple is a fine old building and is called after
the five rivers the Panchanadisvara temple. 1t has been surveted
Ly the Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey {see his report
for 1892) who has made many drawings, caste and phatographs
of.it. It contains a large number of inscriptions of th: Chola kings
who preeded Rajaraja | (985-1013 AD} as well as of the later
Chola;. There are also one Pandyan and two Vijayanagar
inscriptions the latter dated 1429.and 1538 A.D. and ane of the
littie known Udaiyar dynasty dated 1381 A.D. Of special interest

-are gifts by Vimalatitya' king of Vengl, 1011-22) and prince
Kutottunga (later the great Kulottunga 1) of the Fastern Chalukyan
line, who regined over a pait of the Northerr, Cirears as tributaries

1. The Sovon shincs ore ol Thuppayanam tifuchaiural, 1kuvedikudy,
Tirukkandiyur, Thupantiruthi, Tillalsthanam and Tiruvadi. All are within
a radians of threa miles from Tiruvadi,

2. 'Alarge javelin-headed impiemant called astidecat (‘the essential god’)
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of the Cholas, to whom they were both related by marriage. It
is curjous to find their records so for south, Fortyfour of these
grants (Nos. 213-256 of 1894) have been copied by the
Government Epigraphist, and will be found described and briefly
analysed in his report for1895'. The greater number merely record
gifts to the temple. In the smali shrine called Dakshina Kailasa
there are some pillars of a type not usually met with in this part
of the country. They are of polished black granite, some of them
exquisitely carved, and of kind that recalis the Chalukyan temples
ofthe Decan Some pmers of apparently the same type are found
in Hemavatl avery ancleat town In Ananthapur District. There Is
a good echo at the north- west and south-west corners of the
inner prkaram. The temple is fichly endowed with 752 acres of
land which are estimated to give an income of nearly Rs.7,000,
and nearly 9,000 kalams of paddy, Besides this, private persons
have Invested over Rs.7,000 with the trutees for the conduct of
certain ceremonies, and over Rs.2,000 are spent directly by private
persons every year on certain festivals. - o

6. Another remarkable building is the large Kalyanamahal
chattram charmingly situated on the river bank. It is high and
capacious and striking in appearance. it was founded b‘y
Sarabhoji, and is now under the control of the District Board. It
has an income of over Rs.23,000. There are no less than 33 other
chattrams in the town in three of which meals are saved daily.
Tiruvadi contains Sanskrit and English high schools and a Vedic
school. There is a little cotton weaving of smalt importance, but

1. The Seven shrines are at Tiruppayanam Truchattursi Truvedlﬁudi.
Tirukkandiyur, Tirupantiruthi, Tillzisthanam and Tiryyadi, All are within
a radians of three miles from Tiruvadi,
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no the industryy whatever. it is the home of a good many persons
well-known among natives. Of there the songwriters and singars,
Tyaga Alyar and Patnam Subrahmanya Alyar and the singer Maha
Valdyanatha Alyar wera known throughout the Tamil country.

7. The local saint, Atkondar Paradesi, ha! at one time a
great reputation. A number of coriors storles are told about him,
Apparently he got his namb from tha fact that he used to sit just
oppasite the Alkendar figure at the southem gate, He never wore
clothers, entered any house or shop and ate or took anything he
He was much revered as an oracle; and, though difficult to
approach (he geherally received his votaries with volleys of stones
and abusae) was lrw'a‘rlab!y accurate In his predictions, He is sald
to have performad torrents of rain from a clear sky, would sit
without hurm in the burming  incense-pit and could sever his
limbs and reunine them to his body at will. More than once he
is said to have been imprisoned by the sub- magistrate far wearing
no clothes, and to have escaped by supematural means. He
sometimes used his powers to cure disease. his genera!
preseoription being plantain fruit. His death, which occurred some
30 years ago, was of course miraculous. Having invited the public
to wilness his demiss, he sat down at the appointad time near
the incensepit and his skill burst spontaneously acunder. Those
storles are widely helieved even by educated people, . A paraliel.
to them will be found in the account of the recently deceased
saint of Koltacheravn, near Penukonda, in the Anantapur District
Gazetteer.
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STONKE INSCRIPTIONS COPIED IN 1924 ‘ Page 79

426G On the base of the Pushyarhandaba at Thiruvaiyaru
samae taluk and sama district.

Dynasty : Thanjavur Nayakas

King . Achyuta, son of Chevvappa . .

Date - ! Manmatha, Vrishabha, DUVADASAI
Language : Grantha and Sanskrit

Remarks : Eulogises the king and states that the

made Several gifts to the temble of Rangesa
at Srirangam, that be reconstructed the dam
across the kaveri which had been breached,
and that he made the Hiranyagarbha gift.
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