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Prophetic Bard/ Bharat Matha’s Gem!
The pulses of my being beat anew

When 1 did taste thy honey sweet;

Oh, Maanikkavachaka!

I journeyed through thy goodly domain,
And listened to thy liquid notes divine,
More hypnotic than ariel’s floating strain
Dazed and speechless, I traced my trail
Soul and body rapt in expectant thrill,
To the magic call of etermal bliss!

— Ratna Navaratna
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“ft is indubitable that Manickavasagars’® Thiruvachakam
is one of the supreme classics of the world’s devotional poetry,
the outpourings taking every form from despair at the non”
attainment of God’s preéence to ecstasy over the ultimate
revelation,

The Thiruvachakam is the Saint’s spiritual biography
and a personal record of the various phases of his spiritual
experience. A FEuropean author has thus commented on Thiru-
vachakam; ‘“In no literature with which I am acquainted has
individual religious life, its struggle and dejection, its hopes
and fears and its confidence and triumph, received a delineation
more frank and pronounced”’. Dr. G.U. pope has translated
Manickavasagar’s hymns in a rhythmic form®  erewrgy
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