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FOREWORD

Sekkizhaar Adi-p-Podi
T. N. RAMACHANDRAN

Tamils are born losers. Immense and indeed
immeasurable, was their literary output even in the dim,
distant past. No language was fostered in the hoary times
by three successive Academies fostered with love and
devotion by the ruling monarchs. Tamil alone was blessed
with such royal patronage. It was hailed as alanguage
dear to Siva as well as Vishnu. Yet, what we have today
is but a modicum of its ancient, literary wealth. An.
interminable catena of extraordinary works was allowed to
perish irretrievably by reckless neglect as well as culpabie
vandalism. Excelient opuses fed the fiames. Water too,
periodically, carried in its current, palm-leaves of
unexcellable wisdom. Even religious works were forced to
share this inexorable fate. Visitors to the library were
termites, nol scholars.

In the Forties and the Fifties, a wave of disestablish-
ment swept the Tamil country. Ithihasas, Puranas, - in
particular Sthala Puranas, - and even sacred writings
stood condemned and contemned. The champions of this
movement were glib orators who, by their high falut in
haranguing dinned into the Tamil youths an implacable
hatred for all works that were suspected to have some
nexus with Sanskrit. Each town vied with the other in
making bonfires of sacted writings. ! am blessed with the
friendship of a few contrite arsonites. The wave of acerbity
began to ebb. Yet even now, not all Tamils arealive to the
irreparable loss, the country has suffered.

Slowly but not vet to be deemed sufficient, the interest
in such works is getting revived thanks to the writings of
Al
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scholars not belonglng to Tamil Nadu. It is the occident,
which today, is the teacher of the Orient. Let us welcome
knowledge, irrespeciive of its source.

In 1975, Wilwood House (Great Britain) published
Fritjof Capra’s ‘The Tao "Of Physics’. This work isa
recordation of an exploration of the parallels between
Modern Physics and Eastern Mysticism. Several re-prints
of this work appeared in quick succession and the work was
reviewed by scholarly journals, the world over. It re-
appeared with revisions and Afterword in 1983. The
sixteenth impression of this work (Fontana Paperbacks)
was published in 1989. This work has literally clobbered
the denigrators of indian myths. The nescience of the
loud-mouthed met with a full exposure from which they
find it weli-nigh impossible to hide themselves.

Let me but quote one passage from Capra. ‘‘For the
modern physicists, then, Siva’s dance is the dance of
subatomic matter. Aiin Hindu mythology, itis a continual
dance of creation and destruction involving the whole
cosmos; the basis of all existence and of all natural
phenomena. Hundreds of years ago, Indian artists created
visual images of dancing Shivas in a beautifu! series of
bronzes. In our time, physicists have uged the most
advanced technology to portray the patterns of the cosmic
dance. The bubble-chamber photographs of interacting
particles, which bear testimony to the continual rhythm of
creation and destruction in the universe, are visual images
of the dance of Shiva equalling those of the indian artists
in beauty and profound significance. The metaphor of the
cosmic dance thus unifies ancient mythology religious art,
and modern physics. It is indeed as (Anand)
Coomaraswamy has said ‘'Poetry, but none the less
science’’. (Page 272, The Tao of Physics, Flamingo,
published by Fontana Paperbacks-1989).

In this connection, | will but mention two more books,
one on the Saiva Sthala Puranas and the other dealing with
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the Tirumana-p-Patalam which forms part of the
Tiruvitayaadal Puranam. The former is by the polyphilopro-
genitive polymath- Dr. David Dean Shulman, and the latter
by the meticulous scholar- Dr. Wiiliam P. Harman.
Shulman’s work : ~‘The Tamii Temple Myths’ is an eye-
opener, though some of the passages in this work cry for
drastic revision. It is rather unfortunate that a moiety of
his orientation-at any rate, in the initial stages -, came
from a woman scholar - frightfully well informed, but
obsessed with sex. Such is her perception that it finds
sex in running brooks and standing rocks. Again Shulman
was hardly twentyfive years old, when he undertook the
assignment. Harman’s work : ““The Sacred Marriage of a
Hindu Goddess’’ appeared in 1989 (Indiana University
Press) and an Indian reprint of this significant work is now
available. 1 met Dr. Harman in the house of the famous
librarian cum scholar, the late-lamented Roja Mutthiah.
The doctor spent a fortune in acquiring old and rare books
which dealt with his thesis.

Besides Shuiman and Harman, Glenn E. Yocum, Fred
Ciothey, Dennis Hudson, Bruce Long, A. K. Ramanujan,
Saskia C. Kersonboom Story and a few others have done
their best to revive our interest in this and allied fields.
The Sthala Puranas ate also supplying themes, hitherto
undreamt of, by researchers.

The nineteenth century ushered in the salubrious
climate for the flourishing of the Sthala Puranas.
Mahavidwan Meenakshisundaram Pillai - the celebrated
guru of U, Ve. Samiratha lyer -, composed as many as
twentytwo Sthala Puranas. On the Arangketram
of Pillai's Kumbakonam Puranam, this is what we meet with
in Shulman’s work: ‘*When the aranketram of the
Kumbakonam Purana was completed, the dignitaries of that
city gave him a shawl, a silk upper garmént, (other)
garments and gifts, and two thousand rubees collected
from the public. They had the manuscript of the purana
mounted upon an elephant and taken around the town in



state. Then several of the dignitarles purchased and’
donated a covered palanquin, made Pillai sit in it, and
carried it themselves for some distance. Thus they
demonstrated the love they felt for the Tamil language and
the custom of olden times’".  (Pages 38-39, Tamil Temple
Myths.)

The reader will do well to remember that the casﬁ
present made to Pillai, is worth to-day, at least six lakhs
of rupees. The Tamils knew how to horour a scholar, a
hundred years ago. They also krew the worth of their
heritage. Their love of their mother-tongue was pure and
unsuilied.

Holy places are sources of perennial inspiration. They
beckon scholars in mysterious ways to indite about them.
Bharat is punya-bhoomi. It is here gods and goddesses
chose to abide and enact their lilas. The Dravida realm is
the {and of bhakti.

Of yore, when saint Upamanyu around whom sat
Suddha Yogls-to get blessed by him, beheld the ascension
of St. Sundarar, he rose up folding his hands in adoration
and walked towards the direction whence glowed a
splendorous light that lit the path of ascension. The yogis
matvelled at it and implored him thus :

““You, our Lord, never adore aught but the lotus-feet

Of Sambhu! What may this be?

By way of answer, he narrated to them the glory of
St. Sundarar and the greatness of the southern realm.
Upamanyu spoke thus :

~ Perumpatra-p Puliyur is here situate, adorod by
My father Vyaagrapaada-the great saint of peerless
tapus:-
It flourishes as the treasure of those
Who adore the Lord with single-minded devotion.

*/In that holy realm, the eternal Lord dances in joy
11’ the'great AMbatf, fof' eVer, in the presence
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Of our Mother, the divine Liana of true tapas;
Which other direction can rival the south in its glory?

“In every embodied sou!, the heart burgeons
Even as a bud blossoms; from the lotus-heart
Of lovely Mother-Earth
Whence effloresces the seed of the Vedas
Aroor of Ardhanaariswara hath blossomed.
“My Deity-the Mother of the seven worlds-,
Attained here, the Lord by her unique tapas
And adored Him on the banks of the river Kampai
At Kaanchi hailed by all the celestials.
1t is here in the south, our Lord-Guru Nandi-,
Performed tapas, and came by ever-crescent grace
eternal:
The Lord who sports the flood in His matted hair
Abides here in Aiyaaru.
“It is in the South, the Lord’s hallowed Tonipuram
That illumines all realms and holy shrines galore-
Fit for the adoration of Siva-, are situate.
Truly no direction can match the South in its glory™.
(Periya Puraanam, Tirumalaiccharukkam, verses
31-36, Tamil University Publication-1990.)

It is our duty to hail holy shrines and works hailiny
holy shrines which is why Sthala Puranas are being indita 1
even in modern times. From Dr. Madhavan's work, we
gather that Pinnatthoor Narayanaswamy Ayyar, Karaikkudi
Chockalingam Chettiyaar, Hariharan lyer, Tanikaivell
Bharatiyar, Chockalingam Pillai, Kripaanaanda Vaariyaar,
Raamanuja Naavalar, Subbiah Swamikal, Aranganaathar,
Velaayuda Pandithar, Vaidheeswara Gurukkall, Kumaara-
sawmy Mudaliyaar, Siva Subramania Sivaachaariyaar,
Narayanaswamy Mudaliyaar, Eltappa Mudaliyaar,
Kandaswamy Mudaliyaar, Appaa Aiyer, Kuzhandaivelu Pillai,
Akalaambikai, Narasimha Bharati, Kavi Rajaraayam Pillai
and others, are the twentieth century authors of Sthala
Puranas. May their tribe increase.
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Dr. Madhavan's devotion to Tamil in general, and
Vajshnavism in particular, has wrung recognition from even
unwilling hands. He is a genuine scholar. a lucubrator, a
silent worker and a publisher of rare and useful works. He
is a chitra-kavi, sui generis. Simple and unassuming, he
goes about his work, with little ado. Mercifully he is
exempt from the lure of the trumpery world. He has
authored and edited many precious wotks. :

The present work : ‘*Thamizhil Thala Puraanangkail’’
is his love of labour, made visible. It contains rich source-
material for research scholars. This is perhaps the first
major work in Tamil on Sthala Puranas. Qur Naayanmaar
and Aazhwar, according io A. K. Ramanujan, sang places
into existence. Qur bards who were true practitionars of
religion, enshrined such places in psaim and song and
solemn strain. Their puranas are treasure-houses of
knowledge. The truth of this, is demonstrated by
Dr. Madhavan. His work is the fruit of patient and
painstaking scholarship. The sun shines: it is upto usto
make hay. .

. Sekkizhaar Adi-p-podi
T. N. RAMACHANDR AN
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aala. yrrewh adumgt uphses (Ancient tale or
legend) srivy “peesd sTiggnd, afel wis wry
eperg (Traditional History) 9@ gapaGs asqbd Qurgds
yoLugsr@h.
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sre QedluQua Qo Quad Ifurst Shsisemd. Qs
Qurfludiruy swalmsh, Caugd N7SHSRub aatu@hd,
asragm Cerppeppd wyad Beersy, adgd edag
e@ug Quredr. uvderiigurds@sans wisdsr Rieguia
padl, erc@Qururs g aapsr vepurdsis Sdaradt
Tupssé Qudwis vep pragh Qég sTeararig
Cpréfte Wsiumpuaarsd QsTararOu@Rapa. oaCa
e urcou e Qorifuyd Ast umpugTiiaifpg. H85
ows Qurfddais Osra s asradlurife uwrpp
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vty gale e Qurf oy apdCury Cugh, Srr
wawin, Mrofivad; eulcd agduea apluc. owls
Qurifauyd. Hhsrsd, ardud, yrrewd, agoecsHon,
nrLan, sousrifled, Carjfivd sdua owsouc
suaBas Qurifeuyd sapsPH Qsrdad CuelrPd.?

v e disdr
e Qurifid Cushsgds HN0SsuguTS Yrrenbisd
ghsrayg Cugwrss Qsrasriy QUDSd e . LETUTTSS

1. The Purana. as a class of literature, represents diffe-
rent phases and aspects of life lived by the people in
divarse ages. It is not possible to adopt a standard
definition for the class of literature that contains
hiterogeneous phases and aspects of life. Literally
the word pursna means ‘old’. A purana is therefore,
the record of ancient tradition.

—Ancient Indian Tradition and Mythology
Series Vol, 33 (Brahma Purana) Part t. p. xjii)

2. au_Gwrr‘G Ruilu aparg, u, 1.
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Beoub yrresmd aPgyd @Qis Qedsevdsmer oHpTiE
sTew gpuwrgy D perar yrrewmsaile uw prarn, olggon
Sigab, gigh sob, Aregpw ysduupeplu gfIG
8 pex.

Shsresp yrrewspég @essard eagdsulted
ugiensdsand ecoyrrerlseiCs efuwQadiph, waT
yrrewdasr gsossewmn GQupdnds Cusw@Gudé mib
dPssmt. Qea, dnsd (a7 ) péapr, (Psuaiselid
syugTrd), wsH (IP), Canm (sdvsgswre suii),
surdgw (Spwd) adueaargk. Hopepe, Sy,
B Qey, Gludr. e@sSra adrp Qguabsaier upré@owd
®5d &mpaaaTyd. s ald Aply, 9, shsTgd ddruer
wp@mpyh, Nph, Gurmsr, @b, @ ad@Uararhen puyb
RpO# paaTylmsea por. @Hb epupebuTer Qadsessib
aed Qerdo pyuurgy. ‘‘ygrembsd arpis qder Hbsl
saverujh s dDydreren’ ererint o Heyt MM Syen s Fren A
Kot ser, 2

@orwruesenh, wsrurysd QapPs sos QarLisfurs
fovugy Cure ypreskiseld sTow PRUTH. @ UITETS
Pé spliuBh s®s b HApTe yoTew Do Oy adsuTsad
&Pl pésamid. Cueyd, yproghsald s_qart S Csr 5870
urt_dsesh fgPurs sdaer.

1, According to the lexicographer, Amara-Simha (c. 600
A D.) a purana shouid treat of five subjects. viz. 1)
creation, 2) Dissolution and Re-creation, 3) Genea-
logies of gods, patriarchs and illustrious monarchs,
4) Epochs of Manusand 5) the history of ancient
dynastics.

—Ancient Indian Tradition and Mythology Series-
Vol. 33 Bramhma Purana, Part l. p. xiii.
2. e Burnf Qeilu areorg, o. 32.
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