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FOREWORD
Mahamahopadyaya,

. Sanskrita Prachara Catura,
Dr.R.N. SAMPATH, MA. PhD., PPADp, D.OOP,
Professor of Sanskrit (Retd.)
Presidency College, Madras - 5.

Bhakthi is the gossamar thread that binds man (woman too)
with his creator God. It is the silken bridge that closes the chasm
that exists between him and his creator. The word *Bhakthi’ is
from the Sansknit root - Bhaj to serve, to blend etc and is an
understandable word in other languages. The English word ‘devo-
tion” does not convey the full connotation of the word Bhakthi. Yet
it 1s the next best substitute.

It may be an interesting study to trace the development of
the concept of Bhakthi down the ages.

Man in his pnmitive stage has looked upon the fierce
aspects of Nature like storm, torrential rain etc., with awe and
consternation. Later in due course of time he had ascribed to their
superhuman status and started appeasing them by prayer, group
singing, offerings etc. As man had grown up and developed
civilized living the concept of God had downed in him and he
started fearing Him lest His anger should wrought punishment on
his clan and society.

In formulating the relationship between God and His cre-
ations, the geographical and environmental condmons influenced to
a great extent. In the West in the old Greek <ivilization the pagan
worship was prevalent before the advent of Chnistianity. The gods
residing on the Mount Olympus used to step down and intermix
with mortals in times of trials, tribueations and prospenty. But
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Christianity brought a new phase in the spiritual and religious field.
One God residing in Heaven sits over judgement on the doings of
men and women on the day of judgement. In fact, all semantic sects
share the same principle of God as a judge.

*“Our father which art in Heaven
Hallowed would be Thy name

Thy kingdom come

Thy will shall be done as it is in Heaven”

*“God is in Heaven and all 1s well with the world™’. (pippa’s
song, IV line)

But the Nature and geographical conditions in the peninsu-
lar Bharat have revolutionized the functions and Nature of God-
Head. The upanishads have brought in the concept of Brahman
and with that the whole attitude and approach to the creation have
been metamorphosed. God-Brahman is not a separate entity from
the created universe but He is part and parcel of the same and at
the same time transcends all. This has given room for further
modifications in the concept of Bhakthi. Prahlada in his exhorta-
tion to his class-mates tells that through nine methods - the God
- Hari - Vishnu can be approached. Hearing about his name,
chanting His glories, Thinking about Him, worshipping and pros-
trating at the Temples, performing archanas, prostrations, servic-
ing in the abodes of God, friendly attitude towards Him and
absolute surrender into Him.

The entire pact of modes of worship is termed as Santa
Bhakti. But in due course of time, with the maturity in the thought
and development of Bhakti, the Bhakti phased out to higher
spheres 1.¢., becoming more and more personal and individualistic.
Thus one can come across five stages in the gamut. Santa, Dasya,
Saktya, Vatsalya and Madhura or Kanta. Barring the first, all the
rest four resulted during the Krishnavatara time of Vishnu.

Particularly the gopis of Brindavana exhibited and practised
the Kanta Bhava towards Krishna. This is also known as Bndal
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mysticism. According to this concept God alone is the only Male
and the rest either men or women are only Kalatra being protected
by Him is a wife. Hence just like a dutiful wife do things for the
happiness and satisfaction of her husband, all mortals should do
and act only is a way to please and avoid doing anything that hurts
Him even in the least.

This concept is the basic tenet for the Srivallabha and
Srichattanya schools of philosophy. Long before these cults built
their tenets on this vital concept of Madhura Bhava, Sn Andal of
the 7th Century in Tamilnadu not only propagated this form of
Bhakthi but practised as well.

S Krishna’s story was already familiar in TamilNadu
when before the first century of Christian era, through the migra-
tions of 18 Gopa - Ayar families to this part of the land from
Gujarat the Birth place of Krishna. Besides her foster-father
Vishnu citta - more popularly known as Peria Alwar - made
pilgrimage to North and on return narrated the stories concerning
the Gopikas and Krishna and their sports in Brindavan along with
the other lilas of SniKnshna. Little Andal whose original name
was Godai developed a liking for Krishna which stoutly blos-
somed to that of love as she grew up, which action made her
resolve that she would not brook even the thought of marrying a
mortal. She organised the performance of group singing at early
dawn during the month of Margazhi (Dec - January) with equally
aged girls. The songs in Tamil which she sang - totally 30 in
number goes by the name Tiruppavai - a ‘name’ signifying the
Vrata that they took to attain the union with God. This is the
readoption of the Katyayani Vrata which the gopis of Brindavan
performed for a month during Hemantaritu - margasirsha month
to attain Krishna as their husband. Andal mentally transfomed
herself as a gopi and considered Snivilliputhur as Brindavana and
other friends as the other gopikas. Besides Tiruppavai she authored
143 verses pouring out her inner longing for the Lord. Since the
expressions are the true reflections of her longing for the Lord as
the lover and husband these may appear as sensuous to a modem
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mind, but any girl of that age and also mentally prepared for
sexual union, will think only in that vein. Such a longing for the
Lord which is aesthetically considered Vipralamba - Sringara i.e.,
the bridal mysticism in the esoteric terminology as the object of
love is the permanent, omniscient, and omnipotent Absolute Truth.

In a period that too the environment was not in consonance
with this kind of devotion. Andal’s enterprising expressions have
left a trail behind. The later two Alwars Nammalwar and
Thirumangai Alwar while giving vent to their feelings of longing
devotion to the Lord expressed their feelings in the garb of Nayaka
- Nayaki bhava, assuming themselves as Nayaki - beloved and
Lord as Nayaka - lover. The expressions are in the form of love
- lom girl expressing her pangs of sorrow to her intimate friend.
Nammalvar’s role is termed as Parankusa Nayaki and Thirumangai
Alwar’s as parakala Nayaki. In this attempt Thirumanga: Alwar
went one step ahead and he had probably announced (his) her love
to Lord and declared in two Madals which hapy2n to be procla-
mations to the peoplc at large for the moral support of his cause.
It has become one aspect of composition in Tamil Literature called
- ““Madal erutal”’. Even in Saiva Tamil literature, Manickavasagar
has also adopted the Mathura - bhava to express his spiritual
longing to Lord Siva.

The above mentioned information is only to indicate how
far the Bhakthi element had dug deep roots in the medieval period
in South India. As a pioneer in the field of expressing madhura
bhava of Bhakthi, Sri Andal has left to the Tamil literature 143
psalms. So far no detailed study of this work with totality has been
done academically and the long felt need had been fulfilled by
Dr.S. Kannan through his dissertation.

In six chapters, Dr.Kannan has made an extensive and
exhaustive study about the period, social conditions and also
religious practices during the 8th century in which Andal and her
foster - father Peria Alwar had lived. It is good that the author had
not isolated the study of Andal’s composition alone but her
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father's work also which alone will enable onc to have a clear
picture of that period. It will be of interest to notice the contents
of the work as the text 1s 1n Tamil.

Chapter one deals with the historiocity and importance of
the place Srivilliputhur where Pcnia Alwar and Andal lived. The
details regarding the birth of Vishnu - citta (Pcria Alwar) are
mentioned as per the references found in the hagiology of Sri
Vaisnavism. The dates of the two personalitics concerned are also
discussed as per the evidences available internal and external
Researches made in this sphere of eminent Scholars like
Mu.Raghava Ayvangar, Gopinatha Rao arc brought into this
discussion and the author concludes that the cighth century may be
a convincing period for the personalities under discussion.

The second chapter concerns itself with the conditions of
religious practices in this part of the country. Temple worship,
festivals therein, domestic worship, equipment for performing
religous functions and other connected information besides the
importance of Margazhi month (Dec-Jan), performance of Pavai-
nonbu exclusively by unmarried maids etc., are discussed. The
third chapter s an elaborate one covering a vast area like social
conditions, pattern of life by different sections of people living in
and around that area, art and culture at that {ime are analysed. In
five sub sections, the above mentioned details are considered as
social and environmental conditions during the period of Peria
Alwar and Andal, daily life of the Ayars (cowherds) life pattemn
of the hunters (Vedars), traditional practices and eniertainments in
vogue, and art and culture of life pattern.

In the fourth chapter the analysis of the works of pena
Alwar and Andal begins. In three such sections, the nature of
religious practices and norms noticed in the works of the two
personalities, a perspective idea about pavai - nonbu and aspect of
Bhakti and its nature practised by the father and daughter are
analysed. d
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In chapter five the literacy merits of the composition of the
two persons are discussed. The three such sections are very
informative in this regard. The psalms of both the Seer - Saints are
compared in literary menits, their rhetonc standards like imageries,
epithets, suggestive significances and other aspects of composition
- Kavya and anecdotes regarding Krishna- as per Bhagavata and
other puranas are dealt with. In the last - sixth chapter the author
deals with three mmportant and informative material in three sub
sections viz., Vaishnavism in the pre-Alwar period, Vaishnavism
in North India under the name of Bhagavatism and Vaishnavism
outside India i.c., in foreign countries. Though this section is
comparatively tinv, the matter proffered is elucidative, worth-
noting from religious and anthropoligical point of view. It is
extremely surprising to note the caste-marks of Srivaishavism of
Vadagalai sect in the mummies found in the pyramids of Egvpt.
The author, with great effort has appended a photocopy of these
peculiar but interesting phenomenon in which two figures of
Egyptian origin bear clearly the caste marks. In one figure which
is in profile has on its shoulder and chest also which should
perhaps be 12 in number. On the other side two figures bear the
same form of caste-marks like marks on the fore-head only. It
should be of academic interest if anyone could dwell in this and
find the significance of these works as to the same of Vaishnavism
or any other significance.

In fine, this book must inspire all students of religion and
philosophy to analyse other works of saints both in Vaishnavism
and Saivism.

Madras - 24,
2-12-94. (S/d.) R.N. Sampath.
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