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Prof. M. Narasimhachary
Professor & Head

Department of Vaishnavism
University of Madras
Chennai - 600 005

[ have immense pleasure in writing this Foreword to the
present publication of Sri K. Rajgopalan, "The Paficastavi of
Kirattalavan with special reference to Visistadvarta Philosophy",
which eamed for its authour the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in
Sanskrit from Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati in the year 1996.
Dr. Rajagopalan worked under the able guidance of the eminent
sanskrit scholar, Prof. S.B. Raghunathacharya and thus the present
study bears the stamp of authority and authenticity.

The Paficastavi comprising five hymns entitled
Srivaikunthastava, Atimanusastava, Sundarabihustava,
Varadardjastava and Sristava set in different metres, occupies an
important place in the Srivaisnava Religious Literature. Coming
from the pen of $r7 Kiiresa, the foremost and trusted disciple of $ri
Ramanuja, it has set the basic concepts of the Srivaisnava Religion
and Philosophy 1n a sweet and succinct poetic style. These hymns
are known for their excellent poetic diction. The author of the
present work, Dr. Rajagopalan has brought out the poetic merits of
these hymns n terms of the sentiments delineated, style$ adopted,
Figures of Speech employed (both of sound and sense) and such

related pomts mn a highly commendable way in Chapter Four of this



work. Chapter Two explains the biographical details about K oiresa
and the like, which are quite informative and interesting. It may be
stated in this context that the composition of the Sribhasya by $ri
Ramanuja was completed three-fourths before the persecution by
the-then Chola King. For this, Kiire$a acted as the scribe. Ramanuya
left the Tamil country for Karnataka, due to the timely intervention
of his dearest disciple Kiresa. Kiresa faced the wrath of the fanatic
king who blinded him. Kiresa survived the agony - both physical
and mental, til] the return of his great master from exile, after 14 long
years. But since Kirattalvan was blind, he could not be his scribe
for the rest of the Sribhasya. This task was undertaken by Visnucitta
(Efigalalvan) who was a younger contemporary and disciple of
Rimanuja. Vispucitta is the famous author of the commentary on

the Vispupurana, which is known after him, as "Vispucittiya”.

The Paficastavi is quite interesting in that it clothes
philosophical ideas in a poetic language which of course, was the
tradition set earlier by Yamuna (Alavandar) who composed the
Catuss$loki and the Stotraratna, two hymns on Goddess Lakshrmi and
Her Consort Nardyana, comprising the basic concepts of the

Srivaisnava Religion and Philosophy.

In the Atimanusastava, the author poses some interesting
questions to the Lord Who incamated Himself as Srirama and

Srikrishna. One instance may be cited :

prechami kificana yada kila ragha. atve

mdyamigasya vasago manujatva maugdhyat .



sitaviyogavivaso na ca tadgatijiiah

pradas tada paragatim hi katham khagaya ? (Il. 17)

Roughly translated, it runs as follows : "(O Lord!) I am
curious to know one thing from you. When you incamated yoursef
as Raghava, you considered yourself to be an ordinary human being
and accordingly; you were attracted by the deceitful deer.
Consequently, you suffered pangs of separation from Sita and were
ignorant of her location. If this be true, tell me : how could you then

confer upon the vulture king Jatayus the higher worlds?"

In the Ramayana (IILiii.10) we have Snrama telling the
dying Jatayus :
maya tvam samanujiatah gaccha lokan anuttaman

(You are permitted by me; O noble person! Go to the higher
worlds.) "If Rama were an ordinary mortal, how could he grant this
boon to Jatayus?" This is the question of Kiiresa to the Lord. So,
although the Lord tried His best to hide His Divine Nature in the
Ramavatara, He did not succeed in His efforts since He betrayed

His divinity in a few instances as the one cited above.

This illustrates how keen a student of the Ramayana Kiresa
was. Well, all such beauties of the Paficastavi have been ably brought
out by Dr. Rajagopalan in the present study. The studyfls complete
with historical, religious, philosophical and poetic dimensions fully
delineated by the learned author. The style of the language (Telugu)
employed by him is simple and sweet, dignified and distinguished.



%

congratulate the author for his excellent work. I would also urge him
to prepare English/Sanskrit translations of the work so that the fruits
of his labour would reach a wide network of Sanskrit lovers and

scholars all over the world.

It is also my ardent hope that Dr. Rajagopalan would continue
his post-Doctoral studies and bring out many useful works of this
nature for the benefit of many scholars and students interested in this
kind of literature.

Chennat
Sri Hayagriva Jayanti — M. NARASIMHACHARY
26-8-1999
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6. The earhest literary anticedent of Sansknt devotional poetry and hym-
nology is to be found in the Rg-Veda. Which consists almost entirely
of hymns of praise and prayer centering round some specific God or
Gods.
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