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G ENES DETERMINED VARNA : BEDEKAR

Indian Express, May 2, 19 THANE, May 1 (PTI). If you have been thinking
all these years that the ancient Indian Varna - Ashrama Institution the four fold
division of society into Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Sudras, was man-
made, now 1s the time to revise your belief, say doctors.

The classification was never really made deliberately to establish a priveleged
class of people as commonty believed, but automatically in the natural course due
to inherant genetic characteristics, Dr Vijay Bedekar and Dr. UM. Vaidya, argued
at a day long Seminar on Varna-Ashrama institntion m ancient India organised
here by the Institute for Oriental Study

We find defimite expressions and characters m different Jatis or Castes Caned
Phenotypes which being based on Genotypes or Genetic Constitutions cannot be
changed or destroyed. They remain as a basic character of society while the evil of
caste system with its 1deas of soperionity and inferiority was man made due to
human ego and understanding, the doctors said.

The doctors said there were fundamental differences between men at the
cellular level itself which exploded the myth that all men are equal. The pnnciple
of heredity propounded by the Austrian Monk Gregor Mendel in 1865 and
subsequent researches i genetics had shown thaty certain forms of cancers, coronary
heart diseases, diabetes, hypertension, nlcer and other aitments including sex related
diseases, showed definite tendency to run 1n families. Likewise, common traits
like stature, finger prints, mtelligence quotients, colour of the skan and eyes were
discernible in particular Jatis

The Jatis once onginally emerged from inborn qualities 1n people and did
aot arise due to the profession they were engaged in though later they came to be
labelled as such-and-such castes depending on their professions.
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Traditional Varna-Ashrama system had entrusted Brahmuns with the spiritual
portfolio and the sceptere of the teacher, Kshatriyas with politics administration
and conduct of wars, the Vaisyas with trade and commerce and the Sudras with
manual and meniat chores shunned by other classes.

How this division of labour whach later acquired obnoxious supernonty
mfenionity overtones mingled with hatred of the black skined Sudras was thus
conceived as a harmoniuons cooperative moblisation of labour respecting the abihties
and limitations of various individuals

Sudras had taken the responsibihity of growing food crops and other labour
oriented tasks which in normal course was rmpossible for brahmin with different
bodily charactenstics, the doctors pointed out Varna system was organised for the
optimal output especially for benefit of those who may have lacked the requisite
Genotype background for phenotype expression of certamn vital quahities, they smd

According to Dr Vaidya, Each jat: chose its professions and four Varnas
came to be founded To preserve certain characteristics which were good not only
for the individuals but for society they were bred m those castes only To develop
specialised qualities gn environment comprsing certain behavioural and social
system was created

Speaking on the influence of Varna on Silpa Sastra Mr. M V. Mahashabde,
Retd , research Officer Jnana Probodhiny, Pune, said a study of Samarangana Sutra
and other old Silpa treatises (10th Century) revealed that lands on which houses
were constructed as well as building matenals like bricks and wood were named as
Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra designating the range of quakity from
superior to mnfenor Similarly trees from whch wood was cut were known by the
four Varnas Brahmin houses could face all directions, whale one particular dircction
was specified for houses of other classes

Prof. Sahasrabudhe from Nagpur explained that the same mantras gave
different results for the four classes It benefited the Brahmin internally and
externally the society, the Kshatriyas only internally, the Vaisyas expenienced no
effect while adverse reactton was caused in the case of Sudras He said under the
*Chaturvarna' (four varnas), the most talented people had a responsibility to shoulder
more work and make more sacrifices

("TRUTH" - A Weekly Magazine, 91, Chownnghee. Calcutta - 20 , Pages
124 to 126, Vol No 56, No 8, Fniday the 27th May 1988 13th Jaistha I1395B S,
Samwat 2043, Kali 5088)
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Though he stated that men of every caste could reach the highest goal of
‘Jnana' (self realisation) through dedicated pursuits of Dharma, The Acharya
advocated the preservation of the caste system, thus defending the indefensible in
the contemporary world. Said the Acharya : The “distinctiveness of Hinduism does
not rest on 1ts pheosophy, ethics or theology, but adds to them a heredstary discipline
based on family and caste” The growth and decline of Hinduism was, according to
him, directly dependent on the social disciplines founded upon a prescribed division
of labour.

(P 583, Vol. 61, No. 37, 14 1.94, TRUTH)
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*Our Country's Welfare demands an organised, sustained movement to re-
establish ethical and moral values - sigmfied by the comprehensive term Dharma -
so that the nation could regam 1ts lost direction for a better future for the present
generation and for postenty To remain passive, though distressed at heart, in this
hour of all round crisis of character is a betryal of national consciousness and
farlure 1n national duty”

(P. 586, Vol 61, No. 37, 14 1 94 - TRUTH)
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"The second fundamental factor is heredity, the conservative factor m
evolution, that which, when vaniation has given rise to a new character, causes it to
persist Evolution s the change produced 1n a race of orgamisms , the mere variation
of the individual, no matter how profound or how beneficial 1t may be, is not
evolutionary unless it 1s handed on to the "offspring’, and thus 1s the function of
heredity” (P 84)
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“In the past many nations of the first rank, when apparently advancing
without check on the patlt of prospenty, have begun to decay from unseen causes,
and have m time so fallen from their hugh estate as to cease to count as factors
making for progress. A determination that such a down fall shall not be the fate of
his nation 15 a sentiment felt by every man who 1s animated by the eugemic udeal,
an ideal to be foliowed Iike a flag m battle without thought of personal gain®.. P
444
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All men are not born equal. When the Declaration of Independence made
1ts pronouncement, it was merely to serve notice upon King George that the
American Colonists were equal m therr social, political and human nights to the
citizens of England It was not meant as a scientific formula from some laboratory
of psychology which has tested several thousand human beings, and found them

all exactly equal ..

" But, when we study not men's rights, but men's natures and capacities,
nothing 1s more obvious than that all men are unequal ; they are born unequal,
they will always be unequal ; nature intends them to be unequal , and no system of
govenment, social control, or education has yet been devised or ever will be devised,
that will make them equal (P. 492)
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You can teach three boys the same knowledge of history. You can inform
them of exactly the same facts of the past. But I do not believe any school teacher
in the world would maintain that he had filled them with the same spirit and view
point One boy will be inspired by these facts to write historical novels and dramas,
another will find them helpful in shaping echnomic and social legislation, while
the third may remain almost wholely unaffected and devote his life to keeping a
country grocery or to inventing a new method of making $oep. They all had the
same facts, the same teacher, the same school room. But they are reacted differently,
each according to his own ability and temperament i.e, hm inbom make-up.
Page 492.
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difference”, smdthemrpenter, 'Bet‘(between)onemanandanothet but, what
hittle there is, is very important." P. 495,
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.. for we see always before us that some man have many times - Galton
thomght thirty times - as great natural endowments as have others Some men have
n same direction a thousang or a million times greater powers than have other
men". P. 505
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* . Other measures might produce as marked results with poor matenial,
but in society 3s a practial matter there is nesther the time nor money as yet to try
to make imbeciles into geniuses when by proper marriages they can be produced
free of charge. The differences among men are, I think, largely due to differences
in the ongmal hereditary packets 1n the germ-cells because so much of the
environment of men is common to them all*. P. 507

"3 TEe ST o8 ed) 3D ITB0DER. TILOF IS
a°oi)§o§&‘) & Soden DD 2.5 IHS, égb.é&)sSO‘S).;Sxe) ¥o® e
m@o)’oi&édm 28 SDR6. o Fodew JgrEe S |FS0e S0
0803503 ¥ED (OH ool ; o vl 6260@)0505 srdeo sl
SowmeHEEsSnor Dobdhods; P 534

“In the enqguiries I made on the antecedents of men of science, no point
came out more strongly than that the leaders of scientific thought were generally
gifted with remarkable energy, and that they had mherited the gift of 1t from their
parents and grand parents". P 534.
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